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Dear Committee members, 

I am writing to you in regard to the proposed changes to the Child & Community 

Services Act forcing Catholic Priests to be obliged by law to report to Police any 

information regarding sexual abuse of children disclosed to them in the confidence of 

a religious confession.  

Should the State introduce mandatory reporting, by Ministers of Religion, of 

information disclosed within the context of a religious confession, this would actually 

deter perpetrators from confessing this sin, as sexual predators are very wary of 

being caught. I’m quite sure that no “Christian” is likely to confess such an offence to 

a Minister of Religion who is then legally bound to report it to a Gov’t authority.  

Catholic Priests are bound by The Church to keep what they hear in the Confessional 

in the strictest confidence whilst giving every person an opportunity to admit to any 

sin or offence that they have committed. The Confessional offers an unbreakable 

confidentiality, creating the safest opportunity for one to admit to their failings, and 

then, it is a Priests job to make a penitent fully aware of the gravity of the 
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seriousness of their actions, particularly criminal offences harming others, and the 

right thing to do includes turning themselves in to the police. At the same time, the 

Priest will offer the penitent encouragement and support in taking that step. 

Any such opportunity created by the seal of Confession will be lost with the proposed 

new laws, with child sex offenders being deterred from making any disclosure to 

priests and the community overall will be less safe than it is today.  

Catholic children are taught that what they say in the Confessional is between them & 

God. Should a child or underage person mention any inappropriate sexual encounter 

with an older person, the Priest, as a trusted confident, has the opportunity to give 

advice and encouragement for the young person to report this to a trusted adult who 

can pursue relevant action on behalf of the child.  

As Catholics we are all committed to making our parishes and schools, places of 

safety for all children.  

Being a Convert to Catholicism for over 40yrs I can attest to you that most Roman 

Catholic Priests are not sexual predators but rather sincerely committed and honest 

Christian men pursuing a life of love & care for their fellow human beings. 

It is not in anyones best interest to amend the law as proposed.  

Sincerely, 

Miranda Mary 

 




