
To the Honorable Members of the Parliamentary Committee Inquiry into the Student Transport 
Assistance Policy Framework,  

Please accept my submission to the Inquiry into the Student Transport Assistance Policy framework.  
 

a) the eligibility criteria for students to qualify for transport assistance, including: i. nearest 

appropriate school;  

The current eligibility criteria is too restrictive:  

i. nearest appropriate school: This point of the eligibility criteria is very restrictive for rural 

families. For example, we farm and pay rates predominantly (over 90%) in the shire of 

Mukinbudin and our house is also located in this shire. We do all of our business, social 

and community activities in Mukinbudin, however, we are closer to Beacon. Under the 

eligibility criteria, we are deemed ineligible. It could be improved by taking into account 

social and economic reasons, as well as family preference of where they wish to send their 

children to school (within reason). This part of the criteria can certainly have unintended 

outcomes: if an application is declined, families are left with very little choice other than 

to drive children long distances to school with young siblings in tow. For example that 

would be 232 km per day for our family and close to 3 hours driving time. This is 

unworkable for our family, with other work commitments and other young family 

members to consider.  

Kindergarten students deemed ‘complementary passengers’ 

Kindergarten students are deemed ‘complementary passengers’, this criteria is outdated. Although 

kindergarten is not compulsory in WA, attendance is strongly encouraged and very beneficial in 

numerous ways, one being in terms of easing young children into the schooling systems with 2-3 day 

weeks, instead of going straight to full time schooling.  

 

Approved school bus stops 

New bus stops seem to be rarely allocated (Farm gate of the rural property for rural students), instead 

School Bus Services seem to opt for a pre-determined school bus stop where a number of families will 

access the bus. This can cause issues such as traffic congestion and safety concerns.  

 

Future planning/projection of numbers  

There appears to be a total lack of future planning and projection of numbers for students likely to 

need School Bus Services (SBS). For example kindergarten enrolments are taken in October/November 

each year and SBS applications are due in November, only allowing a few months of planning.  

 

Kind Regards,  

Sally Sprigg 

 


