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Standing Committee on Envioronment and Public Affairs 12 October 2009 

Parliament House Perth. Western Australia 

Attn: Hon Brian Ellis MLC 

RE: INQUIRY INTO DEEP SEWERAGE IN COCKBURN AREA. 

My wife Rita and I have resided in Spearwood since 1988 it was our first home and still is. We really enjoy living in 

this community we have seen many changes as the years have gone by. The government have made promises within the 

last twelve years, that the infill sewerage programme for Spearwood would be completed. We received a letter from 

the Water Corporation advising of the commencement of the infill sewerage works beginning in June of this year. We 

were very happy about that. When the news filtered out on service cuts in this state budget I could not believe with 

such an important issue for the Cockburn Area that they cut it out. 

We are a family of four adults living in this home we cannot have showers as often or flush the toilet as often 

because it fills our tanks we have already replaced the tanks and to pump them out it is very COSTLY EXPENSE. We 

cannot have party's at home because the tanks get full. We are forced to take extreme measures due to leach drains 

not soaking water away any more because the system is to old the costs in pumping out our blocked septic is costing us 

$800 every 8 to 10 weeks. Our practice of hiring pumps to do this job ourselves will continue to be cheaper 

alternative despite the health implications. We cannot afford to do it any other way. Plumbers have instructed us of 

this cheaper smelly method. This is a big burden to us as everyday living expenses are barely manageable. 

We find that this Act of the government making all these promises and not carry them out is utterly DISUGUSTING 

there are HEALTH ISSUES HERE! We have to live with this every day (WE ARE NOT IN A THIRD WORLD 

COUNTRY) but it seems like it 

When I read our local paper about new developments happening in Port Coogee our Neighbour on what beautiful area 

it is becoming and then here we are in the middle still suffering with old decrepit septic tank system it makes me mad 

because we are in Australia a wealthy state within a financially strong nation we should not be treated nor neglected 

as such for basic sanitation needs. 

We are prepared to appear before the committee to give further evidence should it be required. 

I hope that this matter will be rectified for all the residences of Cockburn still waiting. 

ANTONIO and RITA PONTILLO 


