Kylea Garnett

25th August, 2021

With reference to your submission regarding review of country school bus services I would like the
following information to be considered.
I live approx. 23 kms West from the town of Toodyay along
(Toodyay Shire). My children
have both travelled on the orange school bus to Toodyay District High School for their younger years. I
applied for both my children to catch the orange bus to Northam to attend 1. St Josephs – Northam
(Year 4) in 2020 & 2. Northam Senior High School (Year 11) commencing 2021.
1. Application for travel to St Joseph’s Northam – declined due to not being the nearest
appropriate Catholic school.
a. Having lived in this shire and community for a considerable time, I am aware of what
schools are available and upon close investigation and scrutiny deemed the closer
school (Immaculate Heart Chittering) to be unsuitable for the following reasons.
i. very little established infrastructure (e.g. pools, indoor sporting facilities etc),
ii. no immediate hospitals and emergency services,
iii. Independent Catholic School
iv. and was and is still under construction.
As a parent I was looking for an established school with a proven record, close to
established facilities and hospitals etc that followed the approved teachings of the WA
Catholic Church.
b. I wrote to several ministers with regard to the response from SBS (refer attached
correspondence) and despite providing a letter from the School Improvement Advisor
who defined the difference between the approved teachings of the Catholic Church vs
an Independent Catholic School, was essentially advised that the policy did not
discriminate on the basis of religion and that my child would not be eligible for the bus.
i. I must question what the response would be should I choose to send my child to
a Islamic school where the teachings of the Koran vary between the approved
teachings vs another school that is located closer that teaches Sharia Law.
Through my investigations I find that there are students who attend Immaculate Heart and live
closer to Toodyay and therefore closer to Northam that are remunerated via a convoluted
process through their school for driving their children to and from school despite the provision
of a private bus (invoiced to parents) and arranged by the school.
I had advised on my SBS applications that I was willing to drive my child the 8km to the orange
school bus pickup point that goes to Northam and that bus usage would be every school day.

Mrs Kylea Garnett

15th September, 2020
Mr Shane Love
PO Box 216
GONGARA WA 6525
RE: SCHOOL BUS AVAILABILITY SHIRE OF TOODYAY TO NORTHAM
Dear Mr Love,
I have recently enrolled my 9 year old daughter
at St Josephs school in Northam. The
enrollment has been accepted and my child will be commencing at the school at the beginning of Term
4, 2020. As part of the process I have also made an application to School Bus Services and am currently
awaiting a response to my application
.
My current residence is located at
,
, Western Australia in the Shire of
Toodyay. This location is 51 km from St Josephs school at 1 Lance Street, Northam. As at the date of
this letter a School Bus Service is provided from the corner of Julimar Road and Parkland Drive to St
Josephs Northam (and return). Parkland Drive is a distance of 9 km from my residential address. I am
more than willing to drive my daughter the 9 km to the Parkland Drive rendezvous however have been
given an indication of the following:


All students currently patronizing this bus route and who reside past Dreyer Road, (15 km from
my residence toward Toodyay) are now considered complimentary and therefore will no longer
be eligible for the transport if there are more students closer to the location of Toodyay
registered for the service.



It is my understanding that there are approximately 18 students who are currently unable to
catch the bus as it has reached maximum capacity. These students are on a waiting list and are
currently being driven to school by private vehicles.



It is also my understanding that there are an estimated 18 students who will be new to the bus
run in 2021 for St Josephs school alone.



There will be a further intake for year 11 and 12 leaving Toodyay District High School and
attending Northam Senior High School or St Josephs that will register for bus services.



Additionally I have been verbally advised and am waiting on written confirmation that my
daughter is not eligible to be on the St Josephs school bus run as the Immaculate Heart College
Catholic School in Chittering is located closer to my residence, being some 31km drive.
Although seats have been allocated to children on the Toodyay/Northam bus route, they are
regularly vacant resulting in a bus only partially filled which precludes people that would use



the bus consistently, from benefitting from the service. Perhaps bus services needs to monitor
usage and have seats allocated on a consistent usage basis.
I have elected to enroll my daughter at St Josephs school for the following reasons:
1) St Josephs School in Northam is a Mainstream school that currently accepts students from within
the shire of Toodyay. The School is future focused by embracing new ideas, technologies and
initiatives whilst valuing and building good citizens through Catholic teachings. The primary focus
is academic education rather than religious pursuits.
2) Immaculate Heart Catholic College is NOT a Mainstream school and has a primary focus on the
teachings of the old school Catholic faith which appears a primary focus rather than academic
education.
3) The Immaculate Heart Bus is a private vehicle belonging to the college that is invoiced to parents.
4)

St Josephs School has a proven record over a period of time which has produced a high standard
of education for its students right through to Year 12 along with a broad spectrum of subject
selection for those students progressing toward ATAR.

5) Immaculate Heart as at 2020 has not yet produced any Year 12 students in which to measure
academic success through ATAR. It is also unknown but reasonable to accept that the diversity
of subject selection may be limited.
6) The religious ideology of Immaculate Heart does not align with my families beliefs.
7) Immaculate Heart is lacking in sporting and recreation facilities including a swimming pool. The
school whilst having some permanent buildings is still under construction and has been for
several years.
The current bus situation is extremely frustrating and as a result of the unavailability of a bus service I will
be travelling to Northam twice a day (over 200km) which will also preclude me from working in my role
as a Cert IV Education Assistant (special needs) at the local school in Toodyay. I would very much
appreciate your help in getting an amenable solution for not only myself but the large number of
parents/guardians having to privately transport their children in order to educate them at the school or
their choice.
Yours sincerely

30th June 2020

SBS Metro Central

To whom it may concern

I write in support of XXXXXXXXXXX desire for her children to use the school bus service for transport to
St Joseph’s School in Northam. Whilst the School Bus Service may consider attendance at Immaculate
Heart College to be an alternative for the XXXXXXXX family, please note that Immaculate Heart College
(IHC) is not recognised as a Catholic school in Western Australia. Whilst the IHC website suggests that
they are an independent school teaching the Catholic faith, the Bishops of Western Australia do not
recognise schools as Catholic schools unless they teach the formal Religious Education curriculum
approved by the Bishops. Immaculate Heart College and one other school in the southern suburbs of
Perth are the only two such schools in this category.
Whilst the IHC website does purport to teach theology, this is not the same as the formal Religious
Education programme that is taught in the 163 Catholic schools in this State. I refer you to the Catholic
Education WA website (cewa.edu.au) which lists each of our schools under the main menu item
‘Schools/School Directory’. You will note the absence of Immaculate Heart College from this list of 163
schools. I further understand that it is the wish of the XXXXXXXXX family for their children to have a
Catholic school experience that includes the formal Religious Education curriculum that is mandated for
all our Catholic schools and is approved by the Bishops of WA. St Joseph’s School in Northam is such a
school and Immaculate Heart College in Chittering is not. It is not my intention to disparage IHC and their
educational practices, rather to confirm that the Catholic Bishops of WA do not recognise IHC as a
Catholic school and the XXXXXXXXXX family wish to exercise their choice and desire for a Catholic
education and Religious Education curriculum as mandated by the Bishops.
I would be more than happy to clarify any of the above or provide further information as required.

Yours sincerely

John Aldous
School Improvement Advisor (St Joseph’s School is one of 29 Catholic schools that come under my
umbrella)
Catholic Education WA Ltd

