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Attention: Principal Research Officer
Joint elect Committee on End of Life Choices.
Legislative Assembly,
Parliament House.
PERTH WA 6000
Dear Honourable Members and Councillors

'

l .~writing lo you to express my opposition to any increase in access to or cligiblity for
c itizens of Western Australia to end their life through euthanasia. Life is a gift. It is not
autonomously wrought. It should not be autonomously ended. l address each term of
reference as necessary.

(a) assess the practices currently being utilised within the medical community to assist a
person to exercise their preferences for the way they want to manage their end of life when
experiencing chronic and/or terminal illnesses, including the role of palliative care;
I believe current practices within the medical community remain adequate in the area
of end of life choices. I fully support that an individual should be able to request that
li fe-preserving medications should cease, but I do not believe in the general principle
positive action to accelerate death should be permitted . This issue brings to mind the
experience of my Grandmother. She at her usual GP visit was strongly encouraged,
arguably coerced, to consent to not being resuscitated. Ultimately, at the intervention
of my family, she was permitted not to sign, but the pressure was unjustified.
While this incident is unfortunate, I do understand the medical reasons the doctor was
supporting this course of action. However, my Grandmother has the right to request
medica l help to sustain her life. Euthanasia is obviously irreversible, which increases
the severity of this action. This highlights that despite the most robust safeguards,
some individuals will feel pressured to consent to an act they do not wish to do.

(d) examine the role of Advanced Health Directives, Enduring Power of Attorney and
Enduring Power of Guardianship laws and the implications for individuals covered by these
instruments in any proposed legislation.
Some argue that euthanasia should be permitted in cases where a third party
determines an injured person's life is not worth living. However, this is based on the
fallacy that quality of life can be objectively measured. Additionally, it reinforces the
particular cultural conception that life is about happiness, or at a more extreme view,
entertainment. This argument states, should happiness cease, life ceases. This,
however, contradicts with what I consider central to being human in my life. There is
a quote from Alexander Dumas, "There is neither happiness nor misery in the world;
only the comparison of one state with another, nothing more. He who has felt the
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