
25th September, 2009 

PUB Ie 

Attention: Hon Brian Ellis MLC 

Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs 
Parliament House 
Perth 
WA6000 

Dear Mr Ellis, 

Re: Inquiry into Deep Sewerage in the Cockburn Area 

We have been residents in the area for 30 years. From the beginning we 
were told that sewerage would be coming through into our area in 3 years. 
We spoke to the Cockburn council and the Water Board and they confirmed 
this at the time. We are still waiting for sewerage to be installed to our 
property and every time it looks promising, the government change their mind 
again. 

We are pensioners who have had to deal with the burden of costs associated 
with correcting the leach drains to be in a functioning mode from emptying 
them to fixing the collapse of the leach drain and the collapse of the ground 
surrounding them. 

The cost to rebuild a leach drain (as they are disintegrating) is between 
$3400-$3800 for 9 metres each and every time. We cannot afford to be 
continually fixing a never ending problem. Had the government installed 
sewerage years ago as it had promised, most of the Spearwood residents 
(including ourselves) were working employed public members. However, by 
dragging their feet, the government now have many angry pensioners who 
live with this disaster and cannot afford to be pumping money into a 
bottomless pit of a problem that essentially can only be corrected by installing 
sewerage. 

We continually have to pump out our grey water from our washing machine to 
our back yard because the leach drain and ground doesn't absorb any of the 
water. 

We no longer can have our grandchildren and great grandchildren visit 
anymore as it is too dangerous for them to be playing in our yard as it can, 
and has, collapsed at any time e.g.: our dog fell foul as our leach drain 
collapsed and he fell in as this occurred. This could have been one of the 
children. Then there is the added concern of the health issues with continual 
exposure to aerated bacteria etc ... 
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We have been involved with our neighbours in fighting this issue and have 
learnt that many are forced to pump out their leach drains onto their property 
as an economical way of dealing with the full and collapsed leach drains. 
Doing this action is not appropriate however, when everything is exposed 
already, this doesn't pose much difference. 

According to the Spearwood association, it is cheaper to do this NOW rather 
than later when the costs will only increase. There are many people out of 
work at present and surely this would only help them by means of 
employment. 

The problem is never ending and is contributing to many other issues that are 
developing because of this. We are not young anymore and had set 
ourselves up to retire comfortably as well as have ourselves set up so as to 
enjoy our home and life. What we are left with now, is a home that sits on 
property is collapsing around us, it is devaluing our property, it has become a 
liability rather than an asset and we are now at a stage were we are just so 
despondent and depressed. 

We are willing to talk to the committee at a hearing if this is required. 

We urge our government to do the right thing by the public and its voters by 
not ignoring our pleas and concerns. 

Yours sincerely, 

Fred & Gwen Lindsay 


