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Submission to the Legislation Committee 
Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 
Parliament House 
4 Harvest Terrace  Perth 6005 
 
Royal Commission into Institutional responses into Child sexual Abuse 
 
Recommendation 7.3 under Clauses 51 & 52 of the Amendment Bill 2019 
I agree with this Recommendation as every single child should be protected against abhorrent 
sexual / abusive acts by paedophiles. 
 
Recommendation 7.4 – Clauses 51 & 53 
I strongly oppose this Recommendation as it is mandatory reporting by ‘people in religious ministry’ 
which I understand, as a Catholic, is to break the ‘seal of confession’ which is a Sacred Sacrament 
given by God – a Divine Law: 
 
Code of Canon Law – Title IV – Sacrament of Penance (Cann.959-997) 
Can. 978 §1. In hearing confessions the priest is to remember that he is equally a judge and a 
physician and has been established by God as a minister of divine justice and mercy, so that he 
has regard for the divine honor and the salvation of souls. 
 
Can. 983 §1. The sacramental seal is inviolable; therefore it is absolutely forbidden for a confessor 
to betray in any way a penitent in words or in any manner and for any reason. 
 
Cathechism of the Catholic Church 
Article4 – The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation 
VIII. The Minister of This Sacrament 
1467 Given the delicacy and greatness of this ministry and the respect due to persons, the Church 
declares that every priest who hears confessions is bound under very severe penalties to keep 
absolute secrecy regarding the sins that his penitents have confessed to him. He can make no use 
of knowledge that confession gives him about penitents' lives.72 This secret, which admits of no 
exceptions, is called the "sacramental seal," because what the penitent has made known to the 
priest remains "sealed" by the sacrament.  (72 Cf. CIC, can. 1388 § 1; CCEO, can. 1456.) 
 
The Catholic Church comprises Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Religious Orders and Lay-people 
with the Pope as the Head.  As a lay-person I am also part of the Catholic faith and the thought of 
the Seal of Confession being broken violates and infringe on my rights and freedom to practise my 
faith: 
 
Constitution of Australia 
116. Commonwealth not to legislate in respect of religion 
The Commonwealth* shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any 
religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, ….. 

Furthermore, Australia has obligations under international law, and under its constitution, to protect 
the right to freedom of religion and belief. 

*Australia is part of the Commonwealth and Western Australia is a State in Australia. 
 
Western Australia – Equal Opportunity Act 1984 

72. Religious bodies 
Nothing in this Act affects — …..or (d) any other act or practice of a body established for religious 
purposes, being an act or practice that conforms to the doctrines, tenets or beliefs of that religion 
or is necessary to avoid injury to the religious susceptibilities of adherents of that religion. 
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What is the Sacrament of Confession 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is one of the most unique and beautiful aspects of Catholicism. 
Jesus Christ, in His abundant love and mercy, established the Sacrament of Confession, so that 
we as sinners can obtain forgiveness for our sins and reconcile with God and the Church. The 
sacrament “washes us clean,” and renews us in Christ. 

“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.’ 
And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained’” (John 
20:21-23). 
 
The Sacrament of Confession has healed me of abuses and depression. I was afraid and ashamed 
to confide to my family members or friends. The Priest, as a Minister of God, was the person I 
trusted because of the sacredness of the Sacrament of Confession. I do not think I would have 
survived mentally and/or physically if I did not have the seal of the Sacrament of Confession.   
 
The Sacrament of Confession from God, bestowed upon the Priests to heal and forgive and this is 
a FREE service. Mental illness /drug abuse are high and rising in our society.  If the law legislates 
Recommendation 7.4 – where can the mental and drug abusers go for healing without having to 
pay for services for counselling – the burden will be on the State / taxpayers. 
 
The Sacred Seal of Confession being Broken is an outrageous violation of religious liberty, 
interfering free exercise of my faith as a Catholic and all Catholics 426,872 (24.4%) total. 
 
Let us not forget that the Catholic Church played an integral role in the development of education, 
health and welfare services. 
 
Freedom of Religion is a basic freedom in our secular democracy. I treasure and value this 
freedom. 
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