
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hon. Dr Sally Talbot 

Chairperson  

Standing Committee on Legislation 

Legislative Council of Western Australia 

Parliament House 

4 Harvest Tce 

West Perth WA 6005 

 

Consultation relating to mandatory reporting amendments of the Child and Community 

Services Act 2004 

The Baptist Churches Western Australia (The Baptist Union of Western Australia Inc.) is a 

membership organisation representing 122 Baptist Churches and Congregations.  

Constitutionally, Baptist Churches Western Australia is auspiced to provide support to the 

community of Baptist Churches. 

Baptist Churches Western Australia adopted a Safe Church Policy that reflects its scriptural, 

cultural and structural commitment to demonstrating responsibility for the safety of all those 

in the care of Baptist Churches.  All Baptist Church leaders are encouraged to participate in 

regular Safe Church Training that covers four areas – Biblical Foundations, Protecting 

Vulnerable People, Safe Leaders and Safe Programs.  The Training consists of an initial 

awareness workshop and then a refresher workshops every three years.  To date over 4000 

people have participated in Safe Church workshops since 2009. 

Baptist Churches Western Australia supports the inclusion of Ministers of Religion in the 

mandatory reporting obligations of the Child and Community Services Act 2004.  The principles 

and practices of implementation of this change within West Australian Baptist churches are 

the subject of this submission. 

The Baptist Churches do not have a hierarchical structure for Ministers of religion.  Ministers of 

religion are usually referred to as Pastors.  Most Baptist Churches have a Statement of 

Understanding with their Pastors and most actively state that the Pastor should be accredited.  

Baptist Churches Western Australia has a formal process of accreditation for Pastors, which is 

similar to the ordination processes in other states and/or denominations.   

It is the view of Baptist Churches Western Australia, the accrediting body, that the term 

“Pastor” meets the definition of church leaders who exercise the practices of the Baptist faith, 

defines those who are authorised to conduct services and ceremonies in accordance with the 

tenets of the Baptist church. 



  

Baptist Churches in Western Australia already have significant experience in reporting 

concerns or allegations relating to child sexual abuse or harm.  All Baptist churches are 

expected to appoint a Safe Church Response Officer as part of the implementation of their 

Safe Church policy.  The Safe Church Response Officer is usually the Senior Pastor.  Baptist 

Churches Western Australia Safe Church policy requires all allegations of child sexual abuse or 

harm to be reported.   

This practice means that Baptist churches in Western Australia already demonstrate their 

consistent concern for the safety of children well beyond what is legally required.  A number of 

Baptist churches also have schools as part of the organisational structure.  Their schools 

already have systems for complying with mandatory reporting by teachers. 

It is the view of Baptist Churches Western Australia that implementation of mandatory 

reporting requirements for Ministers of Religion should follow the same practices as are 

already undertaken by mandated reporters in the school system.  This would mean that 

frameworks for implementation and training for Ministers of Religion and other mandated 

reporters, would be consistent.  Training provided by Baptist Churches Western Australia will 

be easily modified to incorporate these changes and facilitate timely compliance with any new 

requirements. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this submission.  Should there be any requirement 

for further information or clarification, please contact Pastor Jackie Smoker, Executive Pastor, 

Church Health at Jackie.smoker@baptistwa.asn.au. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Rev. Mark Wilson 

Director of Ministries 
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