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Inquiry into the Children and Community 

Services Amendment Bill 2019 
 

Submission prepared by: Michael Banaszczyk in a personal capacity. 

 

I wish to oppose the inclusion of Section 124BA of the Bill and propose that it be 

removed from the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019.  

 

The Bill is intended to protect children and I support that principal, however, 

section 124BA will have the opposite effect. Hence I am deeply concerned by its 

inclusion. Mainly for the following reasons: 

 

1. Shows a lack of understanding of confession 

A person who commits and offence of any kind will not just receive forgiveness by 

going to confession.  For example, if the confessor has stolen something then the 

person is told, by the priest, to return the item and apologise for their actions to 

be forgiven. If a criminal offence is committed then the priest requires the person 

to go to the police and confess the crime and only then is the sin forgiven in the 

confessional. 

Hence, a person who offends against children will not simply go to confession and 

receive forgiveness. It does not work like that. It is naïve to think that a 

paedophile would go to confession and receive forgiveness without being 

required to confess to the police. As a result paedophiles will not confess their 

offences against children. 

 

2. Children need a safe place to discuss issues within their own time 

Children who survive sexual and other abuse have often said that the confessional 

provided them with a safe haven. It was the only place they could go to discuss 
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the issue and receive support at a crucial time before they are ready to talk 

openly about their ordeal and indeed kept them alive. They have done this 

because of confidentiality within the confession. 

This why the confidentiality of confession is so important to provide support for 

children who suffered abuse and why section 124BA of this Bill will not help to 

protect children. 

What’s more is that this support is available 24/7 in all parts of the State at no 

cost. 

 

3. Not consistent with recommendations of the Royal Commission into 

Institutional Child Abuse 

The Seal of Confession is a universal church law that the Australian Church does 
not have the authority to alter. Hence, the Royal Commission into child sexual 
abuse recommended, in recommendation 16.25, that the Australian Church be 
afforded a level of flexibility and the priest a level of discretion when confronted 
with the revelation of child sexual abuse during the Confession. It should form an 
important part of the consultation process between the Government and the 
Church. 
 

4. Separation of church and state 

In western society there has been a long held view regarding the separation of 

church and state and people being afforded the freedom to worship and to 

practice our religion according to their beliefs. 

Section 124BA is over stepping that boundary. But sadly it is happening due to a 

lack of knowledge, a lack of consultation and a lack of willingness to listen. This 

seems more like an attack on Christianity rather than the protection of children. 
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5. We must listen to survivors 

Below is a link to a recording prepared by survivors who were sexually abused as 

children. I urge the committee to watch this recording and please listen to the 

survivors. 

https://youtu.be/nbKleTAV6TI 

 

https://youtu.be/nbKleTAV6TI



