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The sterilisation of
unmarried mothers.

Dozens

The molbers are being
—{ml\'iscnl by medical specia-
fists ‘that it would be in
their besl interesls to have
the operation.

A lending  Macquuric
Sireet psychiatrist told me
this

nbout the operations
“'L‘L‘k‘ ITH .
“I feel that sterilisation

is the best thing for some
of these women," he said.

“Some of these girls juosl
ga on and on having child-
ren.

“They have three, four
and (ive children and move
from one de-facto relilion-
ship to another.

“There must be a limil
to the number of children
a family structure like (his
can support,

“The mothers are simply
incapnble of coping with

BABIES

By Graham Gambie

of unmarried

having operations in one
biggest hospitals to make

poses their child - bearing
days are over,” the psychia-
Lrist said.

One of Sydney’s leading
universily psychologists who
has made a special survey
of the problems facing un-
marricd mothers, told me he
knew the operations were
being carried out but he
had not realised they were
being performed on such a
large number of girls.

Special clinic

Four out of five of the
givls  he had interviewed
about (heir operations had
said (hey regretled their de-
cision to be slerilised.

The hospital where the
operitions are being carried
out runs a special clinic for
unmarried mothers. Hun-

mothers are
of Sydney's
them sterile.

But another group, suffer-
ing from “dis-social * per-
sonalities,” were also being
advised to havé it

“This type of girl has
litle regard for the cffects |
and consequences of her
matings,” . he -said. \

“Bu! we only perform the |
opcration where we feel the
indicators support it,"

The psychintrist said un-
married mothers presentad
socicly with a “very big
problem™ and in his practice
he was coming into contact
with an increasing number
of the girls.

Five children

Socinl  workers  were
working “night and day”
looking after them, helping
with their  problems and
lrymg (o arranee  place-
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“Some of these girls just

go on and on having child-

ren,

“They have three, four
and five children and move
from one de-facto relation-
ship to another. .

“There must be a limil
to the number of children
a family structure like this
can support, .

“The mothers are simply
incapable of coping with
more children.”

The psychiatrist stres.
sed (hat the girls were
told they would not be
able to {avc babies after
the operation und fhe
girls’ consent wns nlways
obtained.

The clieclts of the opera-
tion could be reversed by
surgeons the girls later
wanted fo have children,

“But we explain to them
that to all intents and pur-

NWED MOTH

Cited in Elizabeth Brew, 2023,
To have and not to hold: The
Commonwealth Marriage of
Minors Intervention, (a
compilation of writings by the
author circa 2018 - 2023).

Presents entirely new evidence,
and expands on the findings of
Australian Commonwealth
contribution to ‘forced adoptions’
by the 2012 Senate Inquiry.
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Thig" will be one of the
firdings of a five-year sur-
vey of unmarried mothers,
now- drawing
the University of NS.W.

Mr W. A, Jarvis, a uni-
versity  lecturer in clinical
psychology who bas inter-
viewed hundreds of unmar-
ried mothers [n the course of
Lhe survey, said this week,
“There is a delinile trend

15 per cent of unmarried
molbers kepl thelr child-
ren. A similar stody 15
Yeary ago showed that 20
per cenl did.

“This [ncrease is In line
with overseas trendy™

A survey of 1,000 unmar-
ritd mothers: carried out by

Mr Jarvis in 1964 found
that 45 per cent kepl Lheir
children, and 55 per cent
had them adopted.

The pumber of unmar-
ried 30 - year
mathers o N.S’.‘W.
to a close al ped

o 122 In

Mr Jarvis said that in
some instilntions up 1o 60
per
mothers

But in other institutions
pregnant girls would not be

UGIHE ELIUIHIGUL Ul auvs

large number of girls.

Special clinic

Four out of five of the
girls  he had. .interviewed
about their operations had
said they regretied their de-
cision to be sterilised.

The hospital where the
operations are being carried
out runs a special clinic for
unmarried  mothers, Hun-
dreds of these girls have
their babies at the hospital
every year,

The psychiairist, who is
a consultant at the hospilal,
said the Pill was preseribed
“quite freely” for the girls
but some could not be
relied on to take it.

Some of the mothers
needed  {he  ster
operation  for medical,
gynnecologicnl snd  psy-
chinfvie rveasons he said,

married mothers presented
society with a -"very big
problem” and in his practice
he was coming into contact
with an increasing’ number
of the girls. :
1} ]

Five children

Social  workers ~ were
working - “night and’ day”
looking after them, helping
with their problems and

trying to arrange  place-
ments [or their babies,
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RUPTURE

For 86 yenrs we have guarantced
and piven absolute satisfaction to
all  Patlents  fitted  with  our
Rupture appllances by our tralned
Fitters, Prescribed by Doctors for
perfect combort, proper protection,

Redmond Fuss

657 GEORGY, STREET, SYDNEY
(opp. Camphell S0, 2115808,
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KEEP BABIE

More than one-third of the ille
gitimate babies born in Australia to
day are kept by their mothers—and
the number is growing

- old
dro|

from 140 in 1961
1964.

cent of unmarried
would decide - 10

their babies,

MR JARVIS

for more unmarried mothers | admatted  unl they - first ... he
to keep their children. "i!"'-:d a .;:?::s“r::-in‘w:o interviewed  hundreds
“Three years ago aboul | have (he child adopted. of girls,




