
July 22nd, 2020 
 
 
 
 
To, 
The Legislation Committee 
 
 
 
Sub: Inquiry into the Amendment Bill 2019 introducing amendments to the Children and 

Community Services Act 2004 arising from findings of the Royal Commission 
 
 
Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
Accompanying herewith is our submission with reference to the above amendment bill.  
This submission is made on behalf of the concerned parents, members of the community 
and grandparents of our community. 
 
Attached to this submission is a list of  names of the people 
supporting this submission.  All these people participated in the formulation of this 
submission.   
 
We would like to thank you for the opportunity to make this submission. 
 
Your sincerely, 
 
Alan da Silva 
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Date: July 22nd, 2020 
 
To, 
The Legislation Committee 
Parliament of Western Australia 
 
 
Subject: The Amendment Bill 2019 which introduces amendments to the Children and 

Community Services Act 2004, arising from the findings of the Royal Commission 
(RC) into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse released in December, 
2017. 

 
Areas of Issue to us are Royal Commission (RC) recommendations 7.3 (Clauses 51-
52) and Royal Commission (RC) 7.4 (Clauses 51-53) concerning religious ministry 
and the seal of confession. 
 

As a group of concerned Catholics and as parents and grandparents, we write to express our deep 
concerns if these amendments were approved in Parliament, which will be the result of a lack of 
understanding of the Catholic faith, amounting to misrepresentation of Church and State as 
embodied in the Constitution of our essentially Christian country and impacting on the freedom and 
practice of religion.  Furthermore, as parents and grandparents we have an insight and awareness to 
victim empathy and understanding to harm caused to victims and are also proactive in gaining 
current knowledge on this issue, working closely with the Church and Archdiocese.   
 
The Sacrament of reconciliation and confession or the seal of confession is the fulfilment of what 
Jesus Christ instituted 2000 years ago.  The proposed legislation destroys that purpose.   
 
The Sacrament of reconciliation or the Seal of Confession is so done as the individual remains totally 
anonymous.  There is, however, the prospect that someone maybe used or “planted” to abuse what 
goes on in the confessional and make a bogus confession leading to a situation which then gets an 
innocent priest in trouble with the law.  This person may not even be a Catholic and may utilise this 
procedure to even make an unlawful recording to achieve his or her ulterior objectives. 
 
And how does a penitent benefit from reconciliation and the seal of confession?  The person goes to 
confession in humility in search of healing.  This is done with absolute trust and confidence that 
what is confessed is, in no way, divulged to anyone else under any circumstance.  This legislation 
breaks the trust between the priest and the penitent and will either keep away completely, or 
hesitate to use the sacrament.   
 
Generally, neither the priest nor the penitent are in view of each other, hence the priest does not, in 
any way, no who is on the other side and will, in no way, attempt to establish this.  Feedback has 
established that survivors of abuse are concerned about the seal of confession being removed, as 
they have found that consolation from the priest has helped them with their healing and even 
prevented suicides.  A priest or confessor who learns of a grievous offence during reconciliation or 
confession will attempt to convince the penitent to make that information known by other means to 
enable the appropriate authorities to take action.  Church law is very clear on this forbidding a 
confessor from betraying a penitent, in any way, for any reason.  The seal of confession prohibits a 
priest from disclosing the identity of the penitent and the sin or sins that he or she has confessed. 
 
The church has, accepted in principal, 98% of the recommendations of the Royal Commission (RC) 
and in Perth specifically, it has also established Safeguarding Officers in all parishes to look after the 



complete safety of children.  All these officers have to obtain “Police Clearance “and “Working with 
Children” approvals from the State Government.  All Priests are subject to this.  The Safeguarding 
Project Coordinator for the Perth Archdiocese is someone from an extremely strong security 
background who implements her objectives and programs doggedly.  Each parish conducts a self-
audit annually to keep the documents valid.   
 
The Catholic Church has the programs and protocols which may be worth looking into.  Under the 
specified Amendments Bill 2019, Clauses 51-53 covering Royal Commission recommendation 7.4 as 
compared to other organisations such as Out of Home Care, Schools, Youth Detention, Recreation 
and Sport, Health, Armed Forces and Childcare to name a few; it does appear that the Catholic 
Church is singled out.    
 
With this backdrop we view this legislation as defective and futile reflecting a gross violation of 
human rights with freedom of practice of our religion in what is a democratic country boasting 
among other things; freedom of religion.   
 
As very concerned parents, grandparents and members of the community, we urge you to consider 
our concerns and the injustice; the implementation of this amendment would cause. 
 
 
 




