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INTRODUCTION
I welcome the opportunity to contribute to the End of Life Choices Inquiry. It has made me think
more deeply about a very important issue that affects all of us.
a.

From observation there is a great deal of confusion regarding Palliative Care and Pain
Management.

'in medicine, specifically in the end-of-life core, palliative sedation is the palliative practice
of relieving distress in a terminally ill person in the lost days or hours of a dying patient's
life, usually by continuous or subcutaneous infusion of a sedative drug' ......... 'Palliative
core is on option of lost resort for patients whose symptoms cannot be controlled by
any other means. It is not a form of euthanasia as the goal is to control symptoms,
rather than to shorten the patient's life'.......
(excerpt taken from Wikipedia)
•
•
•

Creating public awareness is more than requesting more funding.
Exchanging information even in the simplest form is very effective.
Volunteers are also an invaluable resource often overlooked.

b. and c.
This inquiry is seeking community views on the need for laws in Western Australia to allow
citizens to make informed decisions regarding their End of Life Choices.
Although not stated, the Terms of Reference imply the possibility of changing current
legislation to allow euthanasia to become lawful.
This would be contrary to Federal law. Federal law states euthanasia is illegal - in keeping with
Australia's commitment to the UN International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) ....

...... 'Every human being hos the inherent right to life. This right shall be protected by low.
No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life'......
Article 6(1)
Legislators, together with the Australian public, need to be fully aware of the various classifications
of euthanasia:
1. Voluntary
- performed with the patient's consent
2. Non- voluntary - performed where patient is unable to give their informed consent
(this would include a child)
3. Involuntary
- performed on a patient against their will.
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