
 

The Hon. Simone McGirk 
Minister for Children & Community Services. 
       19 July 2020 
Dear Minister 
I make the following submission, in relation to the Amendment Recommendation 7.3   & 7.4 under 
clause 51/53. Children & Community Services Amendment Bill 2019. 
In 7.3, you state 5 categories of groups that require mandatory reporting on any issue in this regard. 
How is it that only the last item (e) is being addressed here? What about the first 4 groups, (a – d)? 
What is your reason for insisting on this recommendation alone?  This is being discriminatory, is it 
not? I for one totally agree that abuse of children is abhorrent and must be stopped. Reporting of 
abuse by religious ministers is paramount. Surely this must apply to ministers of all religious groups, 
an  in all other institutions which you, Minister Simone, choose to ignore. There appears to be no 
sincerity in this, that you consider the safety of children, per se, paramount!!!  Is it in your jurisdiction 
to pick and choose the recommendations and leave out important ones?  And without explanation? Is 
there an agenda here, towards criminalizing ministers of religion?  To me, this anti -religious theme 
seems to appear under the guise of ‘child safety’ There is more physical contact with children in the 
other neglected categories on a daily basis than religious ceremonies on weekends only. My query – 
is it a true effort of child welfare & safety or just a ploy towards election votes?  
In 7.4, this goes to the very core of our religious beliefs as Catholics. It signifies a total lack of 
knowledge and understanding of the Royal Commission findings and resulting implementations by the 
Catholic Church. I cannot understand why the Minister is so determined on this point only. What 
happened on the other categories in Table 1? Understand this, only our Pope in Rome deals with 
official church beliefs, and the seal of confession is one. The Church consists of the Pope, bishops 
and the laity of 500,000+ in WA, not taking into account Catholics throughout the world. Catholics 
have the largest number of institutions, but the least on average of alleged cases of abuse when 
compared to the other institutions. So why target only the Catholic Church, with press statements etc. 
These disgusting and disgraceful anti-Catholic sentiments, create hostility and undermines our ability 
to cope with any alleged abuse.  
The healing aspect of confession is powerful and is open to all people. It has the effect of counselling 
for free, as I have experienced it myself. It is bible based and cannot be changed on a whim. 
Is the Minister aware that the Catholic Church responded to the RC in Aug 2018, before the 
Amendment was put out. Did she explore areas where the Government could work with the religions 
institutions and their support of 98% of the recommendation? Also, that these have been implemented 
through the Implementation Advisory Group and the Catholic Professional Standards Ltd ?  
In view of the above, I strongly and totally reject the Amendments 7.3 and 7.4 under the above Clause 
and Bill 2019.   
Sincerely, 
 
Colleen Digby OAM  

 
 

   
  

 




