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PRISONERS REVIEW BOARD GPO BOX G127
WESTERN AUSTRALIA PERTH WA 6839

TELEPHONE: 9423 8700

The Hon Peter Collier MLC
Chairperson

Legislative Council Committee Office
Parliament House

4 Harvest Terrace

WEST PERTH WA 6005

23 December 2021

To the Hon Peter Collier

INQUIRY INTO THE FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION OF HOMELESSNESS
SERVICES IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Thank you for your letter, dated 8 December 2021, seeking my views into the financial
administration of homelessness services in Western Australia.

Firstly, as a point of clarification, there have been some recent publications in local
media that Western Australian prisons and perhaps the Courts, have been releasing
prisoners to no fixed abode and therefore contributing to the homelessness issue
within Western Australia. When considering releasing prisoners to parole, the
Prisoners Review Board (the Board) identifies suitable accommodation as a factor in
a prisoner’s release plan.

Consequently, the Board is frequently faced with situations where it is unable to
release prisoners to parole due to a lack of suitable accommodation. | do not feel this
is acceptable that prisoners are denied an opportunity for supervised release when,
on many occasions, this is not a factor within their control. | agree that homelessness
is a complex issue with many contributing factors, not for only financial reasons. The
Board regularly struggles with this issue when a prisoner, in essence, ‘ticks all the other
boxes’ for suitability for release, but a lack of appropriate accommodation in the
community is the only reason their release is not supported by Adult Community
Corrections at their earliest eligibility date. This is far from ideal.

In my capacity as the Chairperson of the Supervised Release Review Board (SRRB),
| draw your attention to the attached documents. As you will see set out in these 13
examples, and | can assure you there are more, the delay in providing young people
with suitable accommodation is very concerning. And further, in many cases, such
delays have resulted in a young person being detained in custody for longer than the
SRRB directs, at significant cost in human and financial terms, all due to a lack of
suitable accommodation. Young Aboriginal persons are most certainly
overrepresented in homelessness and/or lack of suitable supported accommodation.

In my capacity as the Chairperson of the Mentally Impaired Accused Review Board
(MIARB) the lack of supported accommodation for persons with a mental iliness or an
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