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Standing Committee on Environmen· 
& Public Affairs 

Legislative Council 
Parliament House 
PERTH WA 6000 

Attn: Linda Omar - Committee Clerk 

Dear Sir 

DEEP SEWERAGE IN COCKBURN AREA 

We, Maruo and Gwen Caputi, along with our three children moved into our 
present address in Spearwood in December 1975. We were informed at that 
time sewerage works would not happen for another 12 - 18 years. It is now 
34 years later and we are still waiting for sewerage works . . 

As we are now retired and on a limited pension income we face the 
continuing expense of have the tanks pumped at $800 each time and the 
worry and further expense of the drains collapsing. Our drains have already 
collapsed once a short time ago and at present the ground is sinking and we 
have the continued worry of it collapsing again. 

As we were expecting the sewerage through our part of Spearwood we saved 
funds while my husband was still working to pay for the sewerage connection 
but are worried that if we need to continue to use these funds to empty the 
drains and rectify the damage to our property that we will not be able to 
replace the money from our pension. . 

My husband is now 73 years of age and in good health but it is a big job to 
keep maintaining the tanks and the grounds and sO(Tlething,we should not 
have to worry about at this time of our lives. 

This is a serious health concern and the stench can be disgusting. There are 
summer evenings when we cannot sit outside under the patio and enjoy a 
meal because some of our neighbours are in a worse situation than us and 
have resorted to manually clearing there drains. Having to breathe in the 
smell of human excretment is nothing short of living in third ,world conditions 
and we can't help but wonder what health risks we are being exposed to. 

Port Coogee, which is a few minutes drive from our house, is a beautiful area 
with plenty of money being spent to make it so. We would imagine there will 



be a large outcry from those residents when wind conditions take the stench 
in that direction. 

Please help us enjoy our later years with peace of mind that our back yards 
will not collapse around us and to be able to live our lives healthily in our 
beautiful state. 

Mauro & Gwen Caputi 
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