
Re: Children & Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 Section 53 

Dear members of the Legislation Committee of the Legislative Council 

On behalf of the Coptic Orthodox Church of WA, we send our sincerest greetings to you. 

The Coptic Orthodox Church of WA has been serving the Perth community since 1989. Prior to that 

date, the Coptic Community started to reside in WA since 1961. They thrived and prospered and 

formed a strong, loving community in Perth and regional WA. They supported the Western 

Australian Community and economy in every possible way. Their Church has always been their 

mentor and guide throughout this journey. We have now two churches in Perth, with several 

communities in Regional WA. Some three thousand people attend both churches. 

The priest in the Coptic Orthodox Church is a fatherly figure. He is a figure of trust and loving 

authority. Copts call him ‘Abouna’ that means “our father”. They entrust him with their family and 

personal secrets and seek his counselling in traumas and hardships. They confess all their sins to 

him, as we (the Copts) believe that confession and repentance is the only way to heaven. Our 

salvation revolves around the concept of continuous repentance. We strongly believe that 

confession is confidential as per our church’s teaching and practice since She was founded by the 

hands of St Mark, the second gospel writer around the first half of the first century. 

As a priest myself, I work under my religious authorities, in the form of a bishop or a patriarch. If, for 

the argument’s sake, I broke the seal of confession, my hiring authority, that may reside in another 

state or country, will no doubt release me from my duties, and I will become jobless. The church 

would not be able to find a priest that would agree to reveal people’s confessions to the state 

authority. The Church then will be forced to close because of the anticipated amendment to the act 

in question. So, the amendment of this act would achieve nothing except the closure of many 

churches in the state. 

Churches have their vital role in shaping nations and people to be and do their best as good 

believers in Christ the Lord. Closing them, may increase the crime rate in any society.  

Criminals who intend to repeat their crimes, do not normally come to confession. Let alone if they 

know that the priest is going to betray them and report them to the authorities. They are smart 

enough to avoid any possibility of their capture by the police. Again, this amendment would achieve 

nothing as potential reoffending criminals would by all means avoid talking to a priest about the 

matter. I believe that we have to devise a smarter method to catch them. 



In confession, we give counselling and directions to the confessing person to live a repentant 

spiritual life. Some of these directions is to fix the mistake that the person has done. In the case of a 

criminal act, we advise the confessing person to submit themselves to the state authority and 

capitulate to the police as a mature sign of their repentance. If they do not do that, we may isolate 

them from the church (excommunication) or prohibit them from the partaking of the Holy 

Communion and any service in the church. The feeling of isolation and not belonging to their 

community and church is so effective and may lead them to the required outcome. 

The suggested amendment could be seen as an assault and attack on the belief of the followers of 

the Coptic Church, they may think that their faith is compromised, and the state is persecuting their 

belief system. This might create and widen the mistrust between the people and the authorities. 

This piece of legislation could be inferred by some as that it has further hidden intentions. It singles 

out those denominations who practice confession. Furthermore, it does not identify the nature of 

the relationship between the two parties when it comes to confession. An example is a man aged 18 

years and one day of age is intending to marry a girl who is 18 years minus a day. Both came to 

confess an act happened between them before they get married. Should the priest report them? 

What are the limiters of the amendment regarding confession? 

If the previous example sounds stupid, this could be attributed to not being consulted as a 

practitioner of the sacrament of confession before it has been submitted to the parliament. Our 

understanding is that parliament reflects the views of all good citizens. Ignoring consultation with 

concerned people is a major flaw in this procedure. 

Another concern is that, why would the priest not report any other crime confessed to him? Or is 

this to be expected in a later amendment? 

The salary of most priests is paid by the church or the congregation. After this amendment, will the 

state pay the salaries of priests who are now working for the government? Of course, it is a 

rhetorical question. However, it shows that there is no obligation from the priest to report to the 

authorities other than the duty of care. This is a discernment matter and covered by other laws and 

regulations. 

The suggested punishment that would fall on non-complying priests, is not rational, unfair and 

would not force priests to break their vows. It would make them only heroes in the eyes of the 

public.  

To the contrary to the suggested amendments, I would encourage the authorities to dispatch to us 

on regular basis, a list of suspects and criminals to be watchful and we may be able to help. If the 

state cannot share with us the details of persons who have not been sentenced yet, it is just fair to 

expect the other way around. 

Confession is a free of charge service to many people, especially victims of crimes, who cannot 

afford to see a professional counselor, psychologist, or psychiatrist. In many occasions the church 

would support them financially to seek psychological and medical help. Introducing this amendment, 

would deprive the most vulnerable people of the most needed help. 

Afterall, we as priests always seek justice to the victims of any criminal act and urge them to report 

to the authorities. 

Finally, we have a strict policy in place regarding volunteers and staff who deal with children of the 

community. The policy dictates many precautions, among them is the following: 



1. They must have good standing within the community. 

2. All classroom doors should be partly transparent. 

3. All people dealing with children must obtain the Working with Children permit. We may ask 

for a police clearance as well. 

4. Working with children permits and data are kept in a separate database. 

5. In any situations, it is not allowed for one adult to be with child/ren alone. It always must be 

two adults or more. 

6. Surveillance system is in place and covers most allowed areas. 

In conclusion, we strongly oppose this amendment as it would achieve nothing except negative 

feelings in our community. However, we are happy to be consulted in the future if this bill is voted 

down. 

 

 

 

(Very Rev) Father Abram Abdelmalek    

Coptic Orthodox Church of WA 
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