
 

I respectfully request that the State of Western Australia, in its laudable pursuit of paedophiles, does 
not accidently criminalise the innocent by legislating certain sections of the proposed Bill. 
Forgive me for stating the obvious that while the local parliament has the power to legislate changes 
affecting its citizens it does not have the authority to impose changes on the teachings of the 
Universal Catholic Church established by Christ two thousand years ago.  
At ordination Catholic priests undertake a solemn obligation to uphold the confidentiality of the 
confessional.  This necessary requirement cannot be altered within the local Church leaving priests in 
this State no option but to break either Church or State requirements should the legislation be 
enacted.  Violating priestly obligations would mean renunciation of ordained priesthood. 
I am sure that you are aware of the recommendation of The Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse where it is recognised that the local Church cannot institute 
changes to the Universal Church. 
I assume that this proposed law applies to all people who have knowledge of child abuse (it would 
appear that this is religious discrimination if it does not apply to the whole community) which after all, 
is where the great majority of child abuse occurs.  (Although one could be forgiven for not knowing 
this if the only source of information is the media).  Patently abuse committed within the community is 
not as newsworthy as that within religious institutions, however in seeking to eradicate this heinous 
crime the State would obviously be considering all abuse committed, not just by Catholics (wouldn’t 
it?)  Hence are people, other than Priests, also to be subject to the same legalised penalties? 
In the case of the priest he is being required to break a most sacred vow made as part of his 
ordination to the priesthood that he will not divulge information he has heard in the confessional.  I am 
not sure that you are aware that confession within the Catholic Church is the mechanism whereby the 
penitent confesses his remorse to God for his offence and advises that he will not sin again.  The 
priest is merely the mechanism whereby the penitent has a ritual to demonstrate he is forgiven.  The 
information imparted in confession is not the priest’s to divulge, he is only a conduit to God.   
It is perhaps important to note that it is generally considered that the number of people who confess to 
child abuse crimes would be very, very low given the requirements of remorse and “to sin no more’.   
I trust that you will agree that criminalising an innocent party for being aware of information is not a 
proper use of State powers. 

 




