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Attention: Principal Research Officer, Dr Jeannine Purdy
Joint Selection Committee on End of Life Choices
legislative Assembly Committee Office
level I, Harvest Terrace
West Perth, WA 6005
Dear Dr Purdy,
SUBMISSION to the Joint Selection Committee on End of Life Choices
Here is my submission to the Joint Selection Committee on End of life Choices, inquiring into the
need for laws in Western Australia to allow citizens to make informed choices regarding their own
end of life choices.
My general position can be summarised as follows:
1.

2.

I believe that practices currently being utilised within the medical community to assist a
person to exercise their preferences for the way they want to manage their end of life when
experiencing chronic and/or terminal illnesses, including the role of palliative care, are
sufficient.
I do not support changing state laws to provide for voluntary euthanasia or physician
assisted dying.

I hold this position for the following reasons:
a) In.regards to current medical practices, my wife has worked in a WA palliative care facility and
has discussed with me that the terminal care she has witnessed in such facilities meets the
needs of those at the end of their lives. She has advised me these facilities allow people to die
with dignity and peace.
Personally, I have seen my grandfather and great uncle die in recent years in non-sudden deaths.
From what I saw, adequate care and options were provided to these two men to help them
manage their end of life with dignity and comfort/support. life is precious and should be
encouraged and supported as much as possible; despite being in a wheelchair and on heavy
medication, my great uncle was able to attend my wedding not long before his death. Despite
his situation, he had a very good time and we were all thoroughly blessed are privileged to have
him present.
I note that best practice palliative care options should look to be continuously improved and
most importantly made available and promoted to all Western Australians.
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Yours faithfully,
Yours

Mr Andrew Devitt
Devitt

