
We have two ‘Evergreen Contract’ Bus Services in the Tambellup area that we have run for 
the last 10 years, servicing quite a vast area at this present time. 

 

In January of 2021 we were notified of a review for our Tambellup Lake Toolbrunup Bus Run 
from School Bus Services, as it was coming to the end of its ten (10) year life. Then in July 
of 2021 we received a letter from School Bus Services for an ‘Extension of Bus Service Life’, 
quoting “This will provide an opportunity to review the service needed, based on low student 
numbers in the Tambellup area”. Written justification was needed to be sent to School Bus 
Services if we wanted to replace with a new bus at their consideration!! 

We in fact, start the 2022 school year with seven (7) students on this bus service, with an 
expected 4 more students to use the service in the next 3 years and younger children/babies 
in the area to use the bus into the future. This is also the case for our other Bus Service, 
Tambellup Flat Rocks. 

School Bus Service’s aim is to amalgamate our two (2) Bus Runs into one Bus Run, 
something that we find as a near impossibility, as this proposed amalgamated run WILL 
NOT fit in the 90-minute time frame of a student being able to travel on a bus one way and 
especially more so as we get more students using the bus runs into the future, in a wider 
area scope. 

We have a noted student newly diagnosed with needs already on our Lake Toolbrunup 
Service, a special needs student already on our Flat Rocks Service and then another special 
needs child to use the Flat Rocks Service in the next two (2) years.  

When talking with School Bus Services a few times about this, they have insisted that this is, 
quote “nothing to worry about”. This is contrary to what we believe and feel, having been told 
by our representatives from BUSWA, that this Bus Service is, quote “Flagged for 
Cancellation”. 

Also, upon School Bus Services forwarding the ‘Approved Extension of Bus Service Life’ 
form, we were to review and read this letter and that this letter/form, quote “had a time limit” 
for signing and returning to School Bus Services. This now, on refection made us feel we 
‘HAD’ to sign and return it instantly. We did feel pushed into this without much consultation 
on the matter. 

We have now in turn, taken our concerns to Peter Rundle MP, who has submitted a “please 
explain” inquiry on our behalf to School Bus Services. 

We have full support of parents in our area, along with Tambellup Primary School principal 
who has great concerns especially with the welfare of students travelling long distances 
before and after school hours to attend school and for those future students to attend the 
small school community that Tambellup is, if a suggested amalgamation was to happen. 

We as contractors share these views, along with our commitment and finances that gone 
into the running of our Bus Runs, which would leave us with considerable debt and no way 
to fully service it. 

A concern for us, is the feeling that School Bus Services are quick to cancel a bus run 
without too much consideration of the regional areas we live in and the long travel times for 
students, especially extra time taken in wet weather on gravel roads, whilst students are still 
trying to fit in an education! Surely common sense needs to prevail, and we look after the 
future of our Orange School Buses.  

In conclusion and foremost for us as Contactors of Orange School Buses our major points of 
concern are: 

 Safety and security of our School Bus Contracts, now and into the future 



 More communication from School Bus Services, the feeling that we can contact them 
and discuss issues. More trust needs to be given to contactors when deciding routes and 
bus stops and other contractual issues 

 Consistency from Contract Liaison Officers, with them all being on the same page 
with policies 

 A look at the assessment process when evaluating the safety of bus stops and 
routes. Also making spurs available to every family that can fit within the 90-minute 
timeframe  

 We would like to see all students marked ‘eligible’ from the moment of approval for 
transport assistance 

 Consideration, thought and compassion for all our students, especially those with 
“special needs” and their educations who travel on school buses every school day  

The Orange School Bus Contractor and their drivers are an integral part of every community, 
with the majority living locally. We need to save our Orange School Bus Industry and bring it 
forward with solid and secure futures. 

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns, on these very important matters to us. 


