
  
 
 
  

 
 

23 July 2020 
 
 
Dear Legislation Committee, 

 
I have some concerns about the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 and the free 
practice of religion here in our state. 
 
I have four main reasons which have led me to write to you today. 
 

1) I am very aware that victims and survivors of child sexual abuse use the confessional to seek healing 
and justice, way more than perpetrators ever do, or would. As a citizen of Western Australia, I 
believe that people whose lives are already broken and devastated by terrible crimes committed 
against them in the past will end up having to pay an even greater price should the confessional be 
policed in any way. Surely justice must be for every citizen and not merely for the few, and 
especially for those most vulnerable. 

 
2) I have also learnt that only one of the five groups recommended by name in the Royal Commission’s 

Final Report (group e. people in religious ministry compared to the other four – a. out-of-home care 
workers, b. youth justice workers, c. early childhood workers, d. registered psychologists and school 
counsellors) have been included in this bill. I am therefore left questioning why the other four groups 
have not been included? What a dreadful waste of time and money it is to miss out including all five 
groups in one amendment bill. What type of message does this give society about the care and 
protection of children? 

 
3) I have also discovered that victims’ support groups, the Catholic Church as a whole and the several 

Orthodox Churches in Western Australia have not been approached during the earlier consultation 
process undertaken by the Minister’s office. When these key people are not consulted, this can result 
in adverse consequences in the future which I would like to see rectified before any bill is passed by 
Parliament. If consultation had taken place, then Parliament would know that the Catholic Church in 
Australia has no powers to alter the seal of confession as this can only be done following 
intervention by the Vatican alone. 

 
4) Maybe Parliament is not aware that should mandatory reporting be put into place, the bill would 

mean priests and bishops being automatically dismissed from their tireless roles of service according 
to Church law? This is not merely a job that they undertake but a vocation to selflessly serve the 
citizens of our State. 

 
I am elderly and so cannot easily appear before your committee if requested to do so, but I would try if 
approached. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

Imelda (Topsy) Brady 




