
Submission re the mandatory reporting of child abuse arising from information given in 

sacramental confession. 

We, the undersigned, wish to express our serious concerns and objections to the proposed 

amendments to Clause 51 – 53 of the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019, with 

specific reference to recommendations 7.3 and 7.4 of the Final Report of the Royal Commission. 

The Royal Commission’s investigation into sexual abuse of children in institutional care gave our 

nation a glimpse of the damage that was done to innocent children by adults over generations and 

pointed a way forward for such abuse to never happen again.  

 

Effective Programs Already in Place 

The Catholic  church in Australia has fully supported the actions and recommendations of the Royal 

Commission into sexual abuse and has implemented wide ranging programmes into clergy 

responsibility and procedures in parish life to ensure that all young people are safe at all times. 

One such program is the Safeguarding Program which is comprehensive and more likely to lead to 

positive outcomes than making it compulsory for priests to report to legal authority any information 

they become privy to in the confessional.  

“The Archdiocese of Perth is the first of Australia's Catholic dioceses to begin to establish 

Safeguarding Officers across its network of parishes. The Safeguarding Office is responsible for 

ensuring the safety of children, young people and the vulnerable within the confines of the Catholic 

Church across the Archdiocese of Perth, educating the Catholic community on child protection and 

protective behaviours, and establishing Safeguarding Officers within Perth's metropolitan and rural 

parishes.”  

Ref: http://www.perthcatholic.org.au/Organisations__Services-Safeguarding.htm 

 

Sanctity of Confession 

For a Commission to make any ruling as to what a priest might have to disclose would effectively 

destroy the confidence we have in this sacrament. For Christians who go to confession, our belief is 

that what we perceive as our sinful acts or desires can be forgiven by God through the ministry of a 

priest and that we make the resolve to avoid future offences. The understanding that this whole 

episode between the individual and God is totally anonymous and non-judgmental, is central for 

those who go to confession. The confessional is a place where healing can begin. 

In what is now a “post commission era”, where there is a much better understanding of the victim 

element in matters of abuse, the healing nature of confession is more likely to benefit a victim of 

abuse than a perpetrator. If a person, during confession, did admit to the issue of child abuse, the 

anonymous nature of the confessional would make identification impossible for reporting purposes. 

Effectively, nothing would be gained by the penal ruling but the erosion of confidence in using 

sacramental confession by survivors of abuse and the wider Christian community. 

http://www.perthcatholic.org.au/Organisations__Services-Safeguarding.htm


Selection of Mandated Reporters 

The recommendations of the Royal Commission’s report into who should be included in the group 

named as “mandated reporters” of child abuse, listed four significant groups who have regular and, 

in some cases, daily, ongoing dealings with children of all ages.  The adults in these groups are the 

people most likely to have a disclosure made to them by a child/minor about sexual or other forms 

of abuse.  The fifth group, “people in religious ministry” have rare or incidental contact with young 

people on a social basis and even rarer contact with them through the sacrament of confession.  

It is difficult to see why our State Parliament would be acting to make clergy, who clearly have the 

fewest opportunities and the most limited contact with the young, as the first group to become 

mandated reporters.  If the social cancer of abuse is to be effectively confronted by our society 

today, and our Parliamentarians believe that mandated status is the way to go, then we need to 

strengthen the powers of the people who are most in touch with children every day to ensure that 

reports of abuse can be quickly followed up, with punitive power where needed.  

 

Concerned Members of the Parish Pastoral Council of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish – Nollamara 

Chairperson - Josephine Kelly 

 




