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I address this to the Honourable Simone McGurk, MLA, and to the Government of Western 

Australia with reference to recommendation 7.3 and 7.4 as per the subject heading and the 

related proposed Bill.  As a Catholic and as a concerned West Australian, I totally reject 

your proposed Bill that it should be mandatory for a Catholic priest to reveal what has been 

confessed to him in the sacrament of confession and that it is a crime if he does not report 

the same.   

At the outset, I do not condone any crime and especially crimes related to sexual abuse of 

children by anyone.  

Recommendation 7.3 of the Royal Commission has listed five groups that must report to 

child protection authorities.  If my understanding is correct, only one group, ie people in the 

religious ministry, and that too only priests in the Catholic Church have been targeted.  This 

clearly indicates your agenda lies against the Catholic Church because you have given this 

greater priority than the matter of child protection which is the principal subject matter. 

Australia’s constitution (which includes Western Australia) allows for the fundamental right to 

have the Freedom of Religion.  The Catholic religion, like all other religions, is separate from 

the State.  It is therefore not for the State to make laws that confront or conflict with the 

practicing of any particular religion.  Similarly, the Church does not ask its followers to break 

laws that are made by the Government.  There should be mutual respect between Church 

and State and the two bodies must work in harmony.  This is not a matter for one party to 

flex its muscles to overpower the other.  Unfortunately, this proposed Bill exposes the 

malicious intent of the Government to consider and confront the Catholic religion on the 

Sacrament of Confession which has been in practice for over 2000 years.   

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) does not involve and has nothing to do with 

the State.  It is between the Confessor and God through His appointed priest who has been 

ordained to have the authority to forgive those who confess and repent for their misgivings 

against God.   

Members of the Legislative Assembly or even Parliament enjoy parliamentary privilege.  

They cannot be charged for misgivings while performing their “duty” in the House of 

Parliament.  Other professions like Lawyers, Doctors and Accountants also enjoy the 

privilege of confidentiality of matters relating to their clients.  Similarly, the Catholic priest has 

the Divine Duty and the privilege to maintain the seal of confession.  To ask and make it 

mandatory for the priest to report what is confessed to him in the confessional goes 

against 2000 years of the universal practice of the Catholic Church.   

If the Government of WA passes a law that makes it mandatory for a Catholic Priest to report 

a crime that he has become aware of through the Sacrament of Confession, then do you 

believe that the Confessor would actually confess his crime to the priest knowing that the 



Priest will be required to inform the authorities?  The seal of confession is above and beyond 

the strictest levels of what is meant to be private and confidential.  What about the possibility 

that a Priest is set up by someone with bad intentions just to get the Priest in trouble with the 

law? 

The Government expects the people to be good citizens, likewise we also expect good 

governance from our elected members in the Government.  This proposed bill invites shock 

and horror by the act of the government interfering in the religious freedom that Catholics 

have practiced for over 2000 years.  In effect, this Bill proposes to make it legal to breach 

confidentiality that the Priest is sworn to observe.   

It is not mandatory for a defence Lawyer to report to the authorities that his client has 

committed a crime.  Why then should it become mandatory for a Catholic Priest to report a 

confessor who seeks God’s forgiveness for his misgivings?   

I sincerely ask that common sense prevails and that this Bill is not allowed to pass into Law.  

Australia has been ahead of many other countries in the world in championing human rights, 

setting standards to prevent discrimination of any kind.  If this bill was passed it would make 

us a laughing stock, and Australia would no longer be seen as a place where people can live 

having the freedom to practice their religion.  As a country founded on Christianity it 

becomes even more of a disgrace that the government seeks to target the Catholic Church 

and interfere in what a long and sacred practice of the faithful seeking forgiveness from God 

through the sacrament of confession. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Len Rego 

  
 




