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Attention: Principal Research Officer
Joint Select Committee on End of
of Life Choices
Legislative Assembly
Parliament House
PERTH WA 6000
6000
11th
2017
1 1 th October 2017
Ms Amber-Jade Sanderson MLA
Chair of Joint Select Committee on End of
of Life Choices
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lucky, we
we have
have aa doctor
doctor now
now who
who may
may assist
assistus
us to
to die,
die, but
butthe
the timing
timingwould
wouldbe
besolely
solelyatatthe
the
doctor's
discretion
and
the
doctor
would
technically
be
breaking
the
law,
which
means
that
they
may
doctor's discretion and the doctor would technically be breaking the law, which means that they may
not be able to give the help they have indicated they would
would when
when the
the time
time comes.
comes.
end of
oflife
life and
and when
when someone
someone has
has already
already been
been in
in
Any such assistance would also be
be right
right at
at the
the very
very end
great and unrelieved pain for some time. Doctors
Doctorswill
willnot
notand
andcannot
cannothelp
helpwhen
whenaaperson
personhas
hasaachronic
chronic
someonewants
wantstotoend
endher/his
her/his
condition which makes life
life unbearable,
unbearable, such
such as
as aa neurological
neurological illness.
illness. IfIfsomeone
(voluntaiy euthanasia or VE), then
then the
the act
act would
would have
have to
to be
be carried
carried out
out
life under those conditions (voluntary
still able
able to
to do
do itit of
ofhis/her
his/her own
own volition,
volition, and
and so
so they
they would
would be
bedying
dyingearlier
earlier
was still
while the individual was
oflove,
love,
than they would like. This
Thiswould
wouldhave
have to
to be
bedone
done to
to protect
protect any
any family
family member
member who,
who, out
out of
would give assistance to their loved
loved one.
one.
one's life
lifeare
arenot
notreadily
readilyavailable
availableto
tothe
theolder
oldergeneration
generation
Reliable, legal and peaceful methods to end one's
It then
then becomes
becomes aa matter
matter of
of luck
luck
who may want to avoid a continuing decline in health and dignity. It
or ends up
up the
the worse
worse for
for trying,
trying, and
and then
then the
the family
family can
can be
be left
left wracked
wracked with
with
whether someone succeeds or
gui
lt because they could not give their family member
member the
the comfort
comfort and
and support
support they
they needed
needed to
to
guilt
peacefully end their own life.
life.
It must be an individual's
individual's personal
personal choice
choiceto
to escape
escapeaapainful
painfuland
andunbearable
unbearablelife
lifewithout
withoutany
anyperceived
perceived
dignity.
A doctor's
doctor'sassistance
assistancewould
wouldhelp
helpensure
ensureaapeaceful
peacefuldeath.
death.
dignity. A
were terminally
terminally
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Thank you for considering my submission.
submission.
Yours sincerely,

Ashley Foster

