
 

Amendments proposed to the Children and Community Services Act 2004  
Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 cl. 53 
Section 124BA 
 
I write in the matter of “religious confession” mentioned in this proposed amendment. 
 
There is a difference between religious confession and the “Sacrament of Penance and 
Reconciliation”. The difference is in the purpose and function of each action. 
 
A confession would be seen as an admission of guilt made by a suspect to the police and should then 
be conferred by the Courts of Law. 
 
A “Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation” however describes an entirely different purpose and 
action. This is where the candidate of this Sacrament seeks spiritual forgiveness and help directly 
from God the Father through His Ministers who serve as a conduit.  
 
There are conditions for Candidates preparing to receive the Sacrament of Penance and 
Reconciliation to follow: 
 
1. Must actively examine conscience deeply 
2. Must be deeply sorry the wrong doings 
3. Must have a deep desire to change and do better 
4. Must take personal responsibility for the wrongs committed 
5. Must undertake actions to repair the wrongs 
 
Only a perpetrator of child sexual abuse who has a deep desire to change and do better would attend 
this Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation. 
 
If the perpetrator has an active intention to commit such crime, there would be no intentions to 
reconcile with God and therefore no intentions to attend this Sacrament. 
 
I trust the Committee is wise to see that by proposing said amendments will not make any difference 
nor reduce the numbers of child sexual abuse. It would in fact disrupt and further confuse our society 
as a whole. We would feel less safe and denied any means of betterment. 
 
I thank the Committee for accepting our thoughts during this stage of deliberations. 


