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SUBMISSION to the Select Committee on End of Life Choices

The Principal Research Officer
Select Committee on End of Life Choices
Legislative Assembly
Parliament House
PERTH WA 6000

To whomsoever it may concern,

Recently, the Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices has requested for
submissions on whether there is a need for laws in Western Australia to allow
citizens to make informed decisions regarding their own end of life choices.
Laws regarding euthanasia or voluntary assisted dying are a recipe for disaster.
In this submission, the Knights of the Southern Cross explain their stance.
Under Term of Reference 3 regarding legislative change, it is submitted to the
committee that any legislation for euthanasia will make our legislation
inconsistent. It is wrong to kill those for whom we have been given a mandate
of care. The State has laws to protect each and every person from harm be it
by animals, another member of the public or those wishing to self-harm by
committing suicide. This is apparent with the recent sentencing of the owner of
two dogs who attacked an 8-year-old girl. Another example is the use of padded
cells in lockups to prevent persons on drugs or alcohol from self-harm. There is
an understanding that people who intend to self-harm may not be in a sound
state to make such a decision. This is often the case when a person is under the
influence of drugs. Thus, for our legislation and our policies against suicide to
remain consistent, it follows that such thinking and duty of care by the State
extend to those wishing to end their own life as well by providing them
counselling and other alternatives.
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