
Hon Reece Whitby MLA
Minister for Emergency Services; Racing and Gaming;

Small Business; Volunteering
Our Reference: 79-02221
Your  eference: A920796

Hon Peter Foster MLC
Chair
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs
Parliament House
4 Harvest Terrace
WEST PERTH WA 6005
env@parliament.wa.qov.au

Dear Mr

I refer to you  letter dated 15 October 2021 regarding Petition No. 009 -
Oppose Greyhound Racing.

In response to your additional questions, I advise as follows:

1. How many Stewards does RWWA Employ?

The RWWA integrity unit consists of some 50 full-time staff (not including Starters,
Judges and other race day support staff), including 28 Stewards (seven of which
are greyhound specific), three Specialist investigators and two Veterinarians.

2. What training or qualifications do Stewards have/undergo?

Stewards undertake an 18-month to two-year cadetship with on-the-job learning
and mentoring. This includes various accreditations/training, either in-house or
external, in matters of investigative/inquiry techniques (including surveillance,
interview, chain of custody, etc), sample collection and race day specific
operations.

3. In relation to inspections conducted by Stewards:

a. Do these inspections occur with notice?
A combination of pre-arranged (with respect to new license applications or ear
tattooing of pups) and without notice inspections (routine inspections) are
conducted with the majority by unannounced inspections targeting existing
licensed persons.

b. Is a report completed after each inspection? Is photographic or video footage
obtained during the inspections to corroborate findings made by the Stewards?
A report and record of inspections, including photographs, are completed and
retained by Greyhound Stewards.

Dumas House, 2 Havelock Street, West Perth, Western Australia, 6005
Telephone +61 8 6552 6300 Email: Minister.Whitby@d c.wa.gov.au

https://www.premier.wa.gov.au/Ministers/Reece-Whitby



-2-

4. Do Stewards have any discretion as to whether or not to charge someone for an
offence? Do Stewards have discretion to issue warnings or rectification notices?
If yes, are records kept of these decisions?

Stewards apply an evidence-based system consistent with principles of natural
justice, procedural fairness and burdens of proof that apply. The discretion to apply
charges under the rules of racing is vested within the Stewards. Stewards have
discretion to issue warnings or rectification notices. Records of such are kept.

5. Is information about all Stewards  inquiries available on the RWWA website?

Yes, either in the form of Stewards reports, as published at the end of each race
meeting, in relation to that race meeting or issued as media releases, and/or
through Kennel Notes following formal inquiry.

6. When a trainer or owner of a greyhound is suspended or disqualified, are those
greyhounds still subject to inspections and veterinary check-ups during the period
of disqualification/suspension ?

One of the restrictions of disqualification under the Rules of Greyhound racing
(R99 (3)(g)) is that a disqualified person cannot  enter or go, or remain on, at any
time, any place where greyhounds are trained, kept or raced. 

Accordingly, a disqualified person cannot retain registered greyhounds.

Disqualified persons cannot train or nominate to race any greyhounds. Therefore,
any racing greyhounds are removed to other licensed persons in order to continue
racing.

On the rare occasions that they may be retired as pets by the disqualified person,
unless the basis of the disqualification was directly in relation to a serious welfare
matter, where greyhounds have been seized or surrendered, they can retain the
greyhounds as pets. In those circumstances, they are not subject to inspections
and veterinary check-ups during the period of penalty.

Although disqualified or suspended, the person remains bound to the rules of
racing and, in the event of any offences arising, is liable to further penalty.

A suspended person is not subject to the same restrictions of a disqualified person
under the rules, so they remain subject to inspections without notice as deemed
necessary, having regard to the reasons for the suspension and a risk-based
assessment.

7. If a trainer or owner is suspended or disqualified, are those individuals subject to
Increased monitoring or inspections after the disqualification period has
concluded?

Stewards apply a risk-based assessment and, where necessary, apply higher
levels of inspection, surveillance, testing or other as is appropriate in any given
circumstance.
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8. In relation to drug testing/swabbing of greyhounds:
a. How many tests/swabs were taken in the last two years?  ow many of these

tested positive to a banned substance?

This data is published annually in the RWWA Annual report. The numbers of
the past two years as relates to greyhound racing are as follows:
2020 1,287 samples taken 4-positive swabs

(3 elevated cobalt levels, 1 therapeutic)
2021 1,282 samples taken 1- positive swab

(1 therapeutic)

9. Does RWWA refer any of its Stewards  charges or inquiries to the RSPCA ?
In accordance with the principles of the Memorandum of Understanding, that was
established in 2010 between the two agencies, RWWA applies the following in
practice:

Notification, at an appropriate time, when a welfare issue (of significant
seriousness) involves, or is suspected to involve, a registered racing
greyhound or horse and/or a licensed person and becomes the subject of an
official investigation.

• RWWA will refer any complaints where it does not have jurisdiction to
investigate or penalise under the rules of racing immediately to the RSPCA to
investigate.

• RWWA will notify the RSPCA of the outcome of any formal investigations,
including transcripts, where relevant and as requested.

• In serious cases, which may proceed to RSPCA investigation, a representative
from the RSPCA has the opportunity to attend any relevant RWWA inquiries
as an observer.

10. Are the veterinarians who attend to the greyhounds contractors/employees of
RWWA?
RWWA has two veterinarians on staff who work within the Integrity unit and attend
with Stewards or investigators as required in matters of welfare.

Race day veterinarians who officiate at every race meeting are contractors of
Greyhounds WA.

Vm ire cinnorolv

Reece Whitby MLA
MINISTER FOR RACING AND GAMING

OCT 2021


