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Environment and Public Affairs Committee

Subject: Submission to Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs - Petition No. 
051 – Marine fish kill in Jurien Bay marina

 
 

From: Brent Bailey    
Sent: Tuesday, 8 November 2022 1:40 PM 
To: Environment and Public Affairs Committee <env@parliament.wa.gov.au> 
Cc:   
Subject: Submission to Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs ‐ Petition No. 051 – Marine fish kill in 
Jurien Bay marina 
 

Dear Hon Peter Foster MLC.  
 
Please find the attached submission letter and supporting information from the Shire of Dandaragan as 
itemised below.  
 

1) Submission letter from Shire President – Councillor Leslee Holmes 
2) Correspondence and photos sent to Minister for Transport – Jurien Bay Marine Rescue / Sea Wrack 

Build Up 
3) Supporting letter previously sent by Jurien Bay CWA 
4) Aquaculture Promotion Brochure – Demonstrating the Shire’s commitment to promoting the boat 

harbour and local investment opportunities.  
5) Email to Wheatbelt Development Commission CEO – Rob Cossart outlining the situation with detailed 

supporting information on local discontent.  
6) Advocacy brochure providing summarised overview of opportunities and constraints of the site.  

 
The Shire welcomes any further opportunity to contribute to this process.  
 
Kind Regards 
 

 
 
Brent Bailey 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
69 Bashford Street, Jurien Bay WA 6516 
PO Box 676, Jurien Bay WA 6516  

 

  
 
dandaragan.wa.gov.au 
facebook/shireofdandaragan 
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Enquiries: Chief Executive Officer – Brent Bailey 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9th November 2022 
 
 
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs 
Legislative Council Committee Office  
Parliament House - 4 Harvest Terrace  
West Perth WA 6005 
 
Dear Chair, The Hon Peter Foster MLC 
 
Petition No. 051 – Marine fish kill in Jurien Bay marina 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to make a contribution towards the preliminary 
enquiries into Petition No. 051 – Marine fish kill in Jurien Bay marina. Firstly, 
the Shire of Dandaragan would like to acknowledge the support we have 
received from the Hon. Sandra Carr MLC to raise the profile of the Jurien Bay 
Boat Harbour and the continuing impacts it has on our local community.  
 
The plight of the Jurien Bay Boat Harbour is the most significant local 
environmental issue and the lack of a resolution for the frequent ingress of sea 
wrack and deoxygenation of water should no longer be accepted by the State 
Government at one of its premier regional coastal assets. This is evident in the 
subject’s critical presence in our most recent community survey of which an 
extract has been provided with this letter.  
 
The State Government through the Department of Transport has 
acknowledged that there is a significant need to address the Harbour design 
which has a detrimental effect on the environment, economy, amenity and 
constrains the opportunities for development around the harbour location. 
Evidence of this acknowledgment is available on the Department’s website: 
https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/projects/jurien-bay-boat-harbour.asp 
The impacts of the Harbour are also acknowledged in the Jurien Bay Boat 
Harbour Southern Lands Report prepared by Ian Wilkes Architects for the 
Department of Transport dating back to 2011 which discusses the economic 
potential of the location. 
 
The Shire of Dandaragan has made representations to the State Government 
for over 15 years and to date all the research, data collection, dredging, sea 
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17 March 2022 

 

 

Hon Rita Saffioti MLA 

Minister.saffioti@dpc.wa.gov.au  

 

 

Dear Ms Saffioti 

Jurien Bay Marina — Your Ref.72-35923 of 17/11/2021 signed Peter Laing, Senior Policy Adviser 

I am writing in response to your email letter regarding the need to complete the construction 

of the groyne at the Jurien Bay Marina.  This is to prevent the constant fish kills and foul odour 

that permeates the whole town as a consequence. Your letter told us nothing that we didn’t 

already know and gives us no hope that building the extension to the north groyne will be ad-

dressed in the near future as it was never completed properly to the original plan. 

Jurien Bay relies on tourism as well as fishing. Both industries need a fully functioning Marina. 

Tourism provides $96,000,000** of income for the Shire and therefore to the State Government. 

560,000** people visit the Shire of Dandaragan and the majority of these come from the Perth 

region. This supports 580 local jobs in the Shire of which Jurien Bay is the biggest town.  

There are many entrepreneurial people in Jurien Bay developing small tourist businesses  that 

use the Marina, such as sea lion tours and fishing tours. There have been food outlets, accom-

modation, a craft brewery, improvement to the local national parks and a very successful sky-

diving business that have developed to encourage tourism. This has helped make Jurien Bay a 

dynamic tourist destination.  

How can we develop further if current and potential tourists are greeted with a foul odour and 

a Marina full of dead fish? 

The fishing industry was worth $106 million across the Shires of Gingin and Dandaragan 

(2014/2015) and is still an essential industry to the town and the State. In excess of $50 million is 

generated from Lobsters, with half coming from Cervantes and the remainder coming from 

Lancelin and Jurien Bay. Wheatbelt Development Commission figures suggest that for every 



dollar spent by the lobster industry, a further $0.21 is generated across the region. 

Many developers have shown interest in building food venues, a caravan park or hotels at or 

near the Marina. However, their plans have been put on hold until the Marina problem is fixed. 

Jurien Bay is a safe seat in the State elections and has often been overlooked for development 

by State Governments. Your letter does nothing but confirm this is still the case. Despite this, the 

town continues to grow at a steady pace and is predicted to continue to grow. 

How much longer do we have to wait until our predicament is addressed as we have been 

waiting for over 20 years and watched many millions of dollars has been wasted on dredging 

the Marina rather than fixing the problem. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Pauline Ward 

Secretary—Jurien Bay CWA 

 

**Figures from Dandaragan Economic and Tourism Development Strategy prepared June 2020 

by Lucid Economics and Wheat Belt Commission 

 

CONTACTS:  
• President:  Thelma Clausen       
• Secretary:  Pauline Ward         
• Treasurer:  Jan Lock         
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Environment and Public Affairs Committee

Subject: Jurien Bay Marina
Attachments: 20210818 Ltr to Minister Saffioti JB Marina Issues.pdf; FW: Jurien Bay DO

From: Brent Bailey    
Sent: Tuesday, 7 September 2021 11:35 AM 
To: Robert.Cossart  
Cc: Leslee Holmes   
Subject: Jurien Bay Marina 
 

Hi Rob,  
 
I’ve just got off the phone with Leslee, thanks for your interest and we’d welcome your advocacy to help sort 
out this mess.  
 
You’ll note the colour contrast in the image below. The milk white isn’t sand build up, it’s the water content 
and quality following the chemical reactions occurring as rotting seaweed accumulates in the marina. The 
decomposition gives off hydrogen sulphide which has the distinct smell of rotting eggs. The town is bathed in 
this stench for weeks at a time following winter storms which push substantial volumes of weed into the 
marina and when still conditions continue the oxygen levels in the marina plummet to zero. During this time 
all marine life is lost and washes up on the adjacent beaches. The vegetated area to the top left of the image 
is the proposed new $20M+ resort development backed by Michael Thompson, formally associated with the 
Lobstershack in Cervantes. Top centre are some of the best residential lots in Jurien Bay but remain 
underdeveloped and impacted by these living conditions.  
 
Bottom left is the location for a new harvest road Asparagopsis project which will also diversify our local 
industry and add significant value to the regions cattle producing capability. I can’t foresee the working 
conditions there being suitable unless change is actioned.  
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As you’ll note in the following samples from community pages, local discontent is at an all-time high.  
 
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=4401367306611352&set=gm.921239131808494 
 
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=10159186422144519&set=gm.920828041849603 
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https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4383312598416823&set=gm.917659185499822 
 
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4355460517868698&set=gm.912024066063334 
 
 
DoT have developed design solutions and their public page has most of the information documenting the 
proposed solution.  
 
https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/projects/jurien-bay-boat-harbour.asp 
 

 
 
This is the latest update I received in March on the projects status from DoT project managers.  
 
Update on the project as follows: 

‐ DoT coastal engineers completed an in house detailed design of the new structure late last year. The structure 
(let’s call it Option A) was to best engineering practice and had a path for community access on top.  

‐ P90 cost estimates put the project well above $10 million to build. The cost is primarily a product of the rock 
quantities.  

‐ DoT undertook a value and risk management workshop on the design, and undertook to re‐design a more cost 
effective but structurally sound option.  

‐ Option B is lower, has no path on top for community access and is simpler in profile, and the P90 came in below 
$10 million.  

‐ DoT is submitting a business case in March to State government, seeking funding for either A or B (depending 
on the level of service and amenity required, as both will function the same from a wrack perspective) asap.  

‐ We are still on the look out for any partial internal funds that would allow us to undertake the core production 
at Shire waste facility as previously investigated and discussed, but this is not yet identified.  

‐ DoT project team members met with indigenous contractors undertaking activity notice field work a couple of 
weeks ago, which included our future works area and any necessary clearing.  
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The resolution of this issue has been identified as one of the Shire’s 6 marquee projects in our latest 
Corporate Business Plan. The Shire has supported the project to date and stands ready to provide access to 
cost effective rock material located at our tipsite on Canover Road. DoT have investigated this source 
previously and have anecdotally stated that it is suitable however I think the costings have been undertaken 
without provisioning this local sourcing of rock. DoT have also undertaken Social and Economic Impact 
assessments on the marina but we have not been briefed or provided with a copy of the report to date.  
 
We understand that the project has not been allocated funding in the upcoming budget.  
 
The Shire President has written to the Minister for Transport following the latest fish kill event and awaits 
response. We have taken her Parliamentary Secretary to the marina as well as Sandra Carr. Both will attest to 
the noxiousness of the environment there.  
 
 
If you require any additional information please let me know.  
 
 
 

 
 
Brent Bailey 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
69 Bashford Street, Jurien Bay WA 6516 
PO Box 676, Jurien Bay WA 6516  

 

  
 
dandaragan.wa.gov.au 
facebook/shireofdandaragan 
 
The information contained in this email communication may be confidential. You should only read, disclose, retransmit, copy, distribute, act in reliance 
on or commercialise the information if you are authorised by the Shire of Dandaragan to do so. If you are not the intended recipient of this email 
communication please notify us immediately by email to council@dandaragan.wa.gov.au or by reply directly to the sender and then destroy any 
electronic or paper copy of this message. Any views expressed in this email communication are those of the individual sender, except where the sender 
specifically states them to be the views of the Shire of Dandaragan. While every effort has been made to ensure the integrity of this email the Shire of 
Dandaragan does not represent, warrant or guarantee that the integrity of this communication has been maintained, nor that the communication is free 
of errors, virus or interference.  
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Rosemaree Murphy 
Regional Facilities Coordinator | Maritime | Department of Transport 

   

 
 

   
   
DISCLAIMER This email and any attachments are confidential and may contain legally privileged and/or 
copyright material. You should not read, copy, use or disclose any of the information contained in this email 
without authorization. If you have received it in error please contact us at once by return email and then delete 






