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                                            Rev Peter Abetz B.Agric.Sci.(Hons); B.D 

WA State Director  
  

  
PO Box 5472 

               Canning Vale WA 6155 
 
 

30th April 2023 
 
Hon Peter Foster MLC 
Chair, Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs 
Harvest Terrace, Parliament House 
PERTH WA 6000 
 
Via email: env@parliament.wa.gov.au 
 
Dear Mr Foster, 
 

Re: PETITION NO. 084 – RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

 

Thank you for the invitation to provide a written submission to expand on the issues raised in my petition. 

Australia has had a long tradition of ‘live and let live’.  In Australia being a person of faith was once considered 

a ‘cultural good’.   In my time at university in the 1970s studying agricultural science I never once experienced 

any ridicule or mocking of my faith by fellow students or lecturers who were atheist or agnostic.  Within 

Australian society there once was a tradition of respecting other people’s beliefs and it was considered 

unacceptable to belittle or denigrate a person on account of their faith, be it Christian, Muslim, Sikh or any 

other faith.   As a result, there was no need for legislation to protect people of faith from ridicule or vilification.  

However, the on-going use of derogatory terms being used by journalists and others (including in the editorial 

in The West Australian on 30/01/2023, which prompted me to initiate the petition) has led to calls for a 

response from Government.   While I recognise that journalists should have freedom of speech, freedom of 

speech does have limits.   To refer to Christians as ‘Bible bashers’, ‘happy clappers’ or ‘God botherers’ is 

offensive and does not in any way add value to any discussion or examination of Christian beliefs.   It is nothing 

more than a deliberate attempt to belittle and marginalise people of faith and to create the false impression 

that they have no legitimate stake in public discourse, and thus  push people of faith out of public debates and 

from involvement in politics.   

The use of such terminology impacts on affected people’s fundamental human right to freedom of religion, 

thought and conscience.  These freedoms are enshrined in various international instruments, such as the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Art 18 in 

particular).  The right to hold different religious beliefs is reflected in our Australian constitution where it 

states:   

The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious 

observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test shall be required as a 

qualification for any office or public trust under the Commonwealth.  






