
Mr Neil ByrneHon Simon O'Brien MLC
Chairman
Standing Committee on Environment & Pu
Parliament House
PERTH WA 6000

Dear Mr O'Brien

PETITION NO 16— MIDLAND RAILWAY WORKSHOP SITE

Thank you to the Committee for providing the opportunity for me to present a submission regarding
the recently tabled petition calling for the creation of a Railway Museum on the grounds of the
Midland Railway Workshop site. As stated in your letter, I would like to advise you that I have not
taken my complaint to the Parliamentary Commissioner for Administrative Investigations
(Ombudsman).

From the year 2000 — 2004 The Australian Society for the Study of Labour History (ASSLH) conducted
a five (5) year Oral History of the workshops interviewing hundreds of ex-employees. This study was
supported by two (2) Australian Research Council Linkage Grants through Curtin University, with the
support of Murdoch University who produced the workshops website
http://wwwmcc.murdoch.edu.au/midland/ . Dr Bobbie Oliver and Dr Patrick Bertola were designated
Chief Investigators. All tapes and transcript were deposited at JS Battye Library of West Australian
History and City of Swan Midland Library.

Several books have been written on the Midland Workshops, including The Workshops — A History of

the Midland Government Railway Workshops, edited by Patrick Bertola and Bobbie Oliver and
Midland Railway Workshops - a history in picture 1904 —2004 by Nic Ellis and Chris Smyth.

The Midland Railway Workshops is an integral part of the heritage of not only the Midland Region
but to Perth and the State of Western Australia. It was fundamental in the shaping of this State in
the early 1900's which lasted right through to its closure in 1994.

The history of this place is so important in relation to its impact on the growth of the State is
indisputable, but its huge influence on the wider community is often forgotten. Many employee's at
the Workshops were generational with some family's spanning back as far as the inception of the
Workshops and many workers and their families were involved in sporting groups, social groups and
other community organisations throughout Perth which played a huge part in the growth in a City
that was then a fledging and a growing community.

In World War 2 it played a vital role in the country's war effort as a munitions factory once again
making history with a large female workforce.

At its peak it employed 4000 people and the significants of the site was recognised formally as a
heritage icon in 2004. Most West Australian's either had family or friends who worked at the
Workshops with many young men doing their apprenticeships in one of the many Shops on the site.

The sheer impact of the Midland Workshops to the town of Midland, a town built around the
railways was immense with most community organisation and business's relying on railway families

http://wwwmcc.murdoch.edu.au/midland/


for their very survival this was never more evident than the adverse impact on the town when the

Workshops was closed in 1994.

Work skills learnt in the workshops are often skills that are no longer taught and are disappearing as

the craftsman who worked in the many shops grow older and pass on.

It is essential that these skills do not disappear into oblivion and that generations to come are given

the opportunity to see these skills first hand in a working museum with real people wielding these

tools and honing their skills so younger generations can see how their parents, grandparents and

great grandparents eked out their living and are able to see firsthand the important role that they

played in building this State.

The Workshops was not just a place of work it was an extension of family where most workers and

their families connected with each other outside the workplace. To work at the Workshops was not

just about having a job it was about being part of something bigger. The workshops was a place of

innovation and creation and quite often led the way in new technology.

The Interpretive Centre operated 3 days a week very successfully during 2005 and 2006. The centre

was supported by Tourism WA and the Swan division of the Education department. Since its closure

we have seen the promise of a State Rail Heritage Centre broken, Rail Heritage WA ordered to cease

activity, closure of the Interpretive Centre in March 2008, whole sale sell off of the land, the gutting

of its heritage buildings, the recent selloff of the movable heritage, objects and artefacts.

There has been a wanton attempt to destroy any opportunity to preserve the heritage of the

Midland Workshops on site with complete disregard and disrespect for the generations of people

and their families whose lives were so affected by the Midland Workshops.

The Government through the MRA has made millions of dollars from the wholesale pillaging of this

important heritage site with only a token attempt to preserve the history with a railway heritage

walk and a railway square. If the MRA had put a small levy of perhaps 1 or 2% on all transactions, the

capital necessary to setup the Museum would already be available.

The Government needs to build a Working Museum inclusive of the Interpretive Centre to preserve

the vital history of the Midland Railway Workshops anything less than this amounts to an act of

Heritage terrorism.

I urge the Committee to examine in further detail why plans for a Living Museum at the site have

stalled and recommend on ways to ensure this proud history of Western Australia's social and

economic heritage is preserved and not lost forever.

I would like to thank you again for giving me the opportunity to present this submission. If required I

would be more than happy to meet with the committee.

Yours sincerely

Neil Byrne

16 October 2013


