
 

 

15th September2022 

 

Hon Peter Foster MLC 

Chair - Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs 

Legislative Council Committee Office 

Parliament House 

4 Harvest Terrace  

West Perth WA 6005 

  

Hon Peter Foster MLC, 

  

Thank you for the invitation to provide a submission regarding the issues raised in Petition .59 – Safety and 

compensation for Port Hedland Taxi Drivers. 

  

During visits to the Pilbara, I have been approached by members of the taxi driving industry who had become 

desperate and despondent about their future due to the very high levels of crime, abuse and property damage 

they were, and are still, experiencing. 

  

In regional areas in particular Taxi’s still provide a very important service to community members who do not 

have access to a vehicle or cannot drive for, often due to health and disability reasons. The availability of taxis in a 

regional town such a Port Hedland also directly impacts the pressure put on ambulance services. 

  

Offences against Property in Port Hedland are at their highest levels in a decade and Taxi drivers have endured a 

huge amount of damage to their vehicles and threats against their persons. Aside from the destabilising personal 

effect of crime often vehicles need to be taken off the road for expensive and time-consuming repairs. Often 

vehicles will need to be sent 230kms to Karratha for windscreen repairs due to supply chain problems.  This leads 

to a reduction in available taxi services, loss of income for the driver and a decrease in transport options available 

to the most disadvantaged people in the community. 

  

The petitioners have also asked for a new compensation scheme to fund repairs to cars which have been 

unlawfully damaged, either funded from the Taxi Industry Development Account or from Proceeds of Crime is 

appropriate and deserves examination by this committee.  I think this idea should be referred to the Minister for 

Transport for important consideration because taxis provide an alternative to public transport in regional towns 

and the costs associated with constant repairs and time off the road is destroying the industry.   
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Recently, I followed up with taxi drivers and they inform me that the terrible behaviours are continuing and at 

least one driver (whom I have met again) has left the town due to the stress related to working in Port Hedland 

taking its toll on his mental health. 

  

The industry has specific actions they were seeking including clearing of undergrowth from drains where youths 

hide to throw rocks at passing cars, more lighting and CCTV, faster Police responses and of course the 

compensation scheme for damage. 

  

I lend my support to the industry in this respect. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Hon Neil Thomson MLC 

Shadow Minister for Planning; Lands; Heritage 

Member for Mining & Pastoral 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


