
Submission by the Mullaloo Beach Community Group Inc(MBCG)

General

The Mullaloo Beach foreshore is State [Crown] Foreshore Reserve.

The State is responsible forthe proper administration and public safety of any beach activity on

that foreshore Reserve,

o
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The waters adjacent to the Mullaloo Beach foreshore reserve are navigable waters, and are

waters managed by the State.

The waters adjacent to the Mullaloo Beach foreshore reserve are waters that form part of the

Marmion Marine Park, and are waters managed by the State.

It is clear that the State is responsible for all aspects concerning public safety with kite surfers

on Mullaloo Beach.

The Mullaloo Beach Community Group Inc (MBCG) does NOT support Kitesurting orWave

Jumping at any time on any part of the Mullaloo Beach foreshore orthewaters adjacentto the

foreshore, in particular any part from south of the Mullaloo Beach Surf Club north to Ocean

Reef Road.
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Kitesurting (Kite Boarding) and Wave Jumping

This adjvity is in clear breach of current Navjgable Water Regulations, and places beach

foreshore and swimmers at risk.
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Refer to North Metropolitan Boating Guide Navigable Waters Chart mar_rb, north-metro-021.0

as published by the Department of TransporttDon - see attached. This chart is one of many

published by the DOTthat have similar Note References)

On mar_rb_north-metro-021.0 page 2 itstates-

Coution

With the onsetoftheseo breeze windsu, j'ers ond kitesud'ars congregate at monypopulor

locations such OS Mulloloo ondScorborough, In certoin conditions these sino14 fost moving



soiling vessels inoybe difficult to see ondpersons novigoting o10ng the north metropoliton coost

need to momtoin oproperlookoutot ontimes grid toke OPPropriote octibn to o001d colts^^us,

Preventibn of collision

Windsu ers gridkite sur ers ore CIOssedossoilin vessels ond o1so hove obji^otions under the

InternotionolRulesfor Preventibn of Coll^^ion atSeo to operote at OSofespeedforthe

prevoiffng conditions und circumstonces und toke OPPropriote oction to UVoid colli:SIons.

Sofetyequipment

Windsuifers grid kite suffers operoting more thon 400metresfrom shore must be equipped

with o PFD Type I ond on inshore di^tressjlore kit.

This publication identifies and confirms that:-

Wind surfing and kite surting are classed by the Department as sailing vessels with obligations

under International law. Accordingly these activities are also bound by the same Regulations

and restrictions as for any other wind powered craft - including the 8knotts within 200 metres

of the foreshore stipulated in Western Australian legislation.

This use of definition sailing vessels is also consistent with legislated definitions in other States

of Australia, such as the Marine Acts and Regulations of New South Wales -

Marine Safety IGeneral) Regulation 2009

"windsu, fing"meons on octi\/ity in which the partic^^onti^situoted on o boord or other device

thotis propelled by OPPorotus thothomesses the power of the wind ond indudes soilboording,

kites un7ng gridsimilor octivities.

"kitesurnng" meons on octivity in which operson is situoted on orover woter on o boord, oski

orskis oro vesselond the power ofo controlloble kite, orsimilorequipment;is used to propel

the person ocross the sulfoce of the worerond indudes kite boording, flysuofing, kitesoiling und
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the like
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Windsud'ing/Kites", fing

Windsuifing is on octivity in which the porticipontis situated on o boord orother device thotis

propelled by on OPPorotus thot homesses the power of the windondincludessoilboordrng,

kites un'Ihg ondsimiloroctivities. Kites un'Ihg is on octivity in which o person is situoted on or

over woteron o board, OSkiorskis oro vesselond the power ofo contro"obje kite, orsimilor

equipment, is used to propelthe person ocross the sulfoce of the worerondindudes kitesuci7ng,

flysorj7ng ond the like. Both o windsud'er undo sun'kite ore CIOsst:fi'ed OS vessels ond therefore

come under NSWmorine legislotion - Boating Handbook~safety on the water NSW

Additional comment -

o

Why Kitesurfing should riot occur on Mullaloo Beach.

Mullaloo Beach consists of only 1.25 kilometres of coastline.

This stretch of beach is used by walkers, swimmers, surfers, body boarders, sunbathers, and

fishers.

o

Mullaloo Beach is a safe beach for people with families, in particular young children.

It is the third busiest beach in the Metro area.

The general community walk the beach iforeshorelin summer and winter, including those days

when there is a sea breeze.

People flock to the beach on a hot afternoon to take benefit from the cooling breezes.

The north metropolitan public does not have a surplus of safe sandy beaches and the Mullaloo

Beach foreshore and adjacent waters must be preserved for family focussed beach activities.

Swimmers should be able to enter the water and be safe within 200 meters of the beach forthe

whole length of the beach. They should always have right of way. The facts are that kite

surfers do not confine themselves to any particular part of the ocean. Swimmers may have

right of way but what value does that have ifthey are constantly confronted by kites.



Untilrecently the use of sail boards, surf cats and kitesurling along Mullaloo Beach was banned

and restricted to Pinnaroo.

When did this change? It changed when a Kitesurting Licence was issued by the Local

government, and done so without DEC or Minister for Lands approval.

The number of kite surfers exploded when the Shire of Gingin banned the activity in beaches at

Lancelin and the WA Kite Surfing Association announced to its members that Mullaloo beach

was available.

There should be no kite surfing at Mullaloo Beach. Pinnaroo Point is more than ample allocated

space forthis minority sport. Kite surfers are vessels by definition and should riot launch on a

public beach that is undesignated. They also exceed the 8 knot restriction in the inner shore.

The license holder's clients spend up to half an hour at a time on the beach with their kites in

the air.

In order to launch kites, the kite surfer requires areas which involve foreshore reserve,

including the primary dunes to set up kites. This is causing damage to the foreshore which is

environmentally sensitive.

This activity means beach walkers cannot safely pass and primary dune damage occurs

constantly.

~ ,

.

Members of the community have been injured by this activity.

Extract -from WAKSA WA Kite Surfing Association

We odvocoted to the Moyorthotthe designoted kite zones OS outlined in the DroftPlon ore the

feasts@ e andthele@st@ ro note o tionjorthe monogementofkitihg generolly ond thot we

hone specfficreservotions oboutthe 1000tion of the designotedzonejorNorth Muffoloo, As o

kiteryou winknow thotdesignotedkite zones ore the leastsofe & least@ppropriote meons of

monoging kite sufihg effectiveIy.

o
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Current actions by the local authority have overruled or negated the liability of WAKSA

members. However the foreshore and navigable waters are the responsibility of the State and

therefore, allliability rests with the State.

The Mullaloo Beach Community Group places these concerns before this Committee in order to

ensure that Mullaloo Beach foreshore users and local beach swimmers are riot unduly placed at

risk by the Kites urnng activity.

o
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