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Dear Mr Ellis

PETITION NO 40 — TIMBER HARVESTING IN MUNDLIMUP FOREST BLOCK,
JARRAH DALE

Thank you for your letter of 19 November 2009 regarding the petition tabled by
Hon Alison Xamon MLC relating to proposed timber harvesting in Mundlimup forest
block near Jarrandale.

I note that you requested input from the Department of Environment and
Conservation (DEC) by 11 December 2009 and I apologise that this has not been
provided within this time. Preparation of this response required some research by
DEC, and the Committee's staff were contacted in respect of extending the
response beyond the due date.

Timber harvesting in State forest and timber reserves is provided for and managed
through the framework of the Forest Management Plan 2004-2013 (FMP). The
FMP was developed according to the principles of ecologically sustainable forest
management, involved extensive public consultation and was subject to an
environmental impact assessment by the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA).
An outcome of the FMP was the inclusion into the conservation reserve system of
significant areas of forest previously available for harvesting. Mundlimup forest
block remains State forest and, as such, is available for timber harvesting.

Over 50 per cent of the 2.5 million hectares covered by the FMP is in existing or
proposed conservation reserves, that is national parks, nature reserves and
conservation parks. Within State forest and timber reserves a further 17 per cent is
protected in informal reserves (e.g. areas surrounding streams and rivers and areas
classified as old-growth forest). Another four per cent of State forest and timber
reserves is included in fauna habitat zones (FHZ) and is, therefore, also excluded
from timber harvesting.
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The coupe in Mundlimup forest block identified on the 2009 annual timber harvest
plan is 950 hectares, of which 250 hectares, equating to 26 per cent, are informally
reserved and are unavailable for timber harvesting.

Timber harvest plans are publicly available and assist in identifying community
issues, thus allowing the Forest Products Commission (FPC) to plan and manage
harvesting to minimise disturbance at the coupe level. Complementary to this, DEC
manages an environmental assessment process designed to protect the range of
forest values, including recreation sites and soil and water, during timber harvesting
operations.

A central concern of the petitioners was the potential for harvesting to disturb
popular walk trails and historically significant sites located in the vicinity of the
harvest areas. Measures to protect visual landscape values during harvesting are
outlined in the Silviculture! Practice in the Jarrah Forest guideline and include:

aesthetic buffers to reduce the intensity of timber harvesting by retaining a
greater number of trees;

• providing for added diversity of overstorey and understorey vegetation; and

felling, rather than notching and leave standing, those trees which would
need to be removed to reduce competition.

The most appropriate approach is considered as part of the detailed coupe level
planning undertaken by the FPC.

The Committee has sought comment from DEC on the effectiveness of retaining
habitat elements during harvesting. Safeguarding the biological diversity of the
State's south-west forests is a key objective of the FMP. This is achieved on
several levels - at the whole of forest scale through a comprehensive, adequate and
representative conservation reserve system, and on State forest and timber
reserves through a network of informal reserves and FHZs from which harvesting is
excluded. At an operational level the impacts from harvesting are mitigated through
the environmental management requirements to protect flora and fauna, identifying
areas of old-growth forest for inclusion in informal reserves, compliance with
hygiene (dieback) protection and retaining habitat trees and logs in coupe areas.

DEC draws on a comprehensive body of knowledge which has informed current
forest management practices. Changes to the general fauna requirements for
timber harvesting were introduced in the FMP recognising that tree hollows, as a
critical habitat element likely to be affected by timber harvesting, needed to be
accommodated by increasing the number of habitat trees retained in planned
harvest areas. The number of primary habitat trees to keep was increased from
three per hectare to five per hectare, with a new requirement to keep six to eight
secondary habitat trees per hectare. Primary habitat trees are trees which have a
moderate to high probability of bearing hollows, and secondary habitat trees are
trees which have a lower probability of bearing hollows, but provide for the
sustained availability of hollows over time and will contribute to structural diversity in
the harvested area.
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At an operational level the characteristics of habitat elements to be retained during
timber harvesting are captured in the Silvicultural Practice in the Jarrah Forest
guideline. The FPC is required to select for the elements as outlined in the
guidelines at a coupe level to be protected during harvesting. DEC monitors this
element of pre-harvest planning in the context of the guideline requirements. This
component is audited regularly and findings are published in DEC's annual report
under the Forest auditing section. I have enclosed the findings from 2008-2009
which measure a range of habitat elements.

An initiative of the FMP was the introduction of a network of FHZs. FHZs are a
minimum of 200 hectares in size and are spaced systematically between two and
four kilometres apart, with an objective to provide significant areas of relatively
undisturbed habitat for fauna as a source of animals for re-colonising regenerating
forest. Mundlimup forest block contains a 220 hectare FHZ.

There are a number of statements made in the petition's accompanying
submissions which need to be clarified.

• The Wungong catchment trial is cited as a threat to amenity of the Jarrandale
area

The Wungong catchment trial is undertaken within the framework of the FMP, it
was assessed by the EPA who advised that it should proceed as an
experimental trial subject to the Water Corporation implementing the EPA's
advice and recommendations.  The trial is designed to provide robust
information to gain a better understanding of the effects of forest thinning on
streamflow in the current climate, as well as improving our knowledge of the
environmental, social and economic impacts of thinning.

• Mechanical harvesting practices are destructive of soil composition

The impact of timber harvesting on soil is an important consideration and is
monitored by the FPC and DEC during harvesting. Since the FMP commenced
in 2004, DEC has invested considerable effort into implementing the soil
protection initiatives outlined in the plan, with the result that major improvements
have been made in reducing the impact of timber harvesting on soils. Over the
past five years policy and operational control documents have been reviewed
and revised, including guidelines for the conservation of soil and water values
and a soil management manual.

• The considerations and needs of the Jarrandale community were not accounted
for in the development of the FMP

As part of the public consultation phase to develop the FMP, the Jarrandaie
community and representatives of the Shire of Serpentine Jarrandale wrote to
the Conservation Commission of Western Australia with a similar proposal to
that outlined in the petition. As a result the Conservation Commission met with
representatives of the Jarrandale community to discuss the conservation of the
area's recreational and heritage values. The Conservation Commission, in its
reply from May 2003 to the Shire, concluded that it was confident that the
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objectives of the Jarrandale community could be achieved within forest
management principles as outlined in the FMP.

DEC believes that the measures detailed in the FMP afford the necessary
protection, during timber harvesting, to the range of forest values, including those
highlighted by the petitioners.

I trust this information will assist the Committee in its deliberations. Should you
require any further information, please contact Dr Geoff Stoneman, DEC's
Director Sustainable Forest Management, on 9442 0335 or email
geoff.stoneman@dec.wa.gov.au .

Yours sincerely

Keiran McNamara
DIRECTOR GENERAL

8 February 2010

Eric

mailto:geoff.stoneman@dec.wa.gov.au
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