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As part of the Metronet project, the State Government will close the Caledonian Avenue level crossing. In
addition to closing to car traffic, the government intends to block access to people on foot and on bicycle.
While Metronet aims to be about connecting people and places, and reducing car dependence, it’s
increasingly evident that walking and cycling has been consistently ignored throughout the design
process. The Metronet project in Claremont faced similar problems. Thankfully the community was
successful in getting the government to include a pedestrian underpass where previously none was planned.

Key connection
The Caledonian Avenue rail crossing is a vital community access point for current and future community
members of this inner-city growth area. Blocking access to those on foot and bike will:

·       not support Metronet goals of connecting people and place, and reducing car use
·       sever the local community, reduce amenity and hurt local businesses
·       create barriers to walking and cycling (and e-rideables)
·       result in long detours for those who do walk and cycle
·       promote more driving (especially short distance trips because it will be made easier)
·       increase congestion and car parking pressure
·       increase road danger
·       increase social inequity and unfairly restrict low income earners and people who live car-

  free - ABS Census data shows Maylands has more than double the WA average rate of car-free
 households (11% compared to 5% for WA), and a higher rate of low-income earners than the state

  average (21% compared to 18% for WA).

Alternative crossings unsuitable
The crossing is alongside the Principal Shared Path network and is a critical access point for people walking
and cycling. The Department of Transport’s Long Term Cycle Network identifies the Caledonian Ave rail
crossing as a key route. While the Long Term Cycle Network allows for modifications, where a network route
is removed, a suitable alternative route must be provided. Suitable alternatives have not been provided in the
case of the Caledonian Avenue rail crossing.

The proposed alternative crossings (Maylands and Meltham train stations) are not designed as primary
community thoroughfares and are therefore unfit for purpose. If pedestrian/bike traffic is redirected to these
points, it will promote conflict between pedestrians, cyclists and station users.

Lack of due process
There has been no community consultation done in relation to blocking access for people walking and
cycling at this rail crossing.

While plans to close the Caledonian Ave level crossing to motor vehicle traffic have been in the public
domain for several years, the decision to block access to those on foot and bicycle was not known until the
Government announcement in late August. There has been no opportunity for the community and other
relevant stakeholders to raise concerns and discuss alternatives.

Furthermore, the $15 million allocated for modifications to the nearby street network falls significantly short of
the $50-$70 million Labor promised for the crossing at the 2017 election.

Unaligned with Metronet goals
Blocking pedestrian and bicycle access at Caledonian Ave does not align with the Metronet strategic goals of
connecting communities, supporting sustainable residential development and reducing the need for car
travel.

By removing access for people on foot and bike at this crossing and tipping the balance in favour of driving,
Metronet is not delivering on its purported objectives. It’s very concerning that State Government decisions
are being made that work against the objectives of its own transport vision.

The key messages in regards to Petition No. 040 are:

https://www.metronet.wa.gov.au/projects/caledonian-avenue-level-crossing-removal
https://www.metronet.wa.gov.au/Portals/31/Project%20Documents/Claremont%20Station%20Project/Claremont%20Station%20Project%20Update%20July%202020.pdf
https://quickstats.censusdata.abs.gov.au/census_services/getproduct/census/2016/quickstat/504011046
https://www.perthnow.com.au/community-news/eastern-reporter/pledge-to-remove-dangerous-caledonian-avenue-crossing-in-maylands-c-800237?fbclid=IwAR3hUxw4h_CucpPcWfvENiuGFx7nWhWY_K1gOwtOjueJKoThozyZNE7HmPQ


1.The lack of process
There was no consultation done and a significant negative development is being imposed on the community
with no opportunity for people to have a say.

2.Failure to meet policy outcomes

Blocking pedestrian access goes against Metronet's goals of connecting people and place and reducing
reliance on cars. It will make it harder for people to walk/ride in the neighbourhood and will push many
people to drive short distances instead. Also, does not align with government's push for increased residential
density in inner metro areas, especially around key transport nodes. These places most of all should be
prioritising walking and cycling.

3.Funding gap
Up to $70m was pledged by Labor in the 2017 election for this crossing closure. Now only $15m is being put
forward and it is all focusing on how to make it easier to drive in the area.


