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Dear Mr Foster

PETITION NO. 040 - CALEDONIAN AVENUE, MAYLANDS

I refer to your letter dated 18 February 2022, regarding Petition No. 040 - Caledonian
Avenue, Maylands.

On 25 August 2021, the State Government announced the closure of the Caledonian
Avenue Level Crossing. The decision to close the level crossing was made to ensure the
safety of pedestrians, cyclists and road users.

Once METRONET is complete, there will be a significant increase in train services on the
Midland Line as a result of the new Forrestfield-Airport Link (FAL) and Morley-Ellenbrook
Line (MEL) services, which share the same track infrastructure between Bayswater and
Perth. This will increase pedestrian wait times at the crossing by 43 per cent, and see
the pedestrian gates closed for nearly four hours per day, including for a significant
duration in peak periods. Increased wait times often result in an increase in risk-taking
behaviour, where people may ignore the closed gates and other warning devices,
jeopardising their safety.

Raising or lowering the rail line was investigated, however, the impact on nearby
infrastructure including Meltham and Maylands train stations and existing nearby road
bridges would have been too disruptive. Similarly, construction of a new road bridge over
the rail at Ferguson Street near Caledonian Avenue was considered but would have
required more than a dozen local homes to be demolished, reduced property access for
nearby residents and also directed more through traffic onto local streets.

After analysing a number of options, it was determined the best option was to close the
Caledonian Avenue level crossing and provide appropriate road enhancements in the
surrounding area. $15 million has been secured to deliver proposed road enhancements
and provide better access to existing crossings along the railway.
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While the closure of the crossing will redistribute traffic in the area, it will be spread across
the three alternative grade-separated road over rail bridges, which are within one
kilometre of the crossing, and three alternative pedestrian crossings, which are between
350 and 700 metres away.

Early modelling of the closure of the Caledonian Avenue Level Crossing indicates that
daily traffic numbers on the Seventh Avenue bridge will increase by 300 vehicles during
the morning peak, and 350 vehicles during the afternoon peak. Main Roads is currently
undertaking further analysis of the predicted traffic volumes throughout the Maylands
precinct with updated data and scenario testing.

I can advise that the Caledonian Avenue Level Crossing is currently accessed by an
average 390 riders/walkers per weekday. These numbers are similar on weekends, with
average total use of approximately 387 riders/walkers in the same survey period.

There are two train stations providing pedestrian and cyclist access across the rail line in
close proximity to the Caledonian Avenue Level Crossing. Maylands Station is
approximately 350 metres away and provides an underpass suitable for pedestrians and
cyclists to cross the rail line. While cyclists will need to dismount using the current
configuration we are currently investigating opportunities to improve cycling access to the
station.

The Meltham Train Station is approximately 600 metres away and provides a rail crossing
for cyclists and pedestrians via an overpass and a level crossing. Additionally,
pedestrians and cyclists may also use the Seventh Avenue bridge, which is approximately
500 metres away from Caledonian Avenue.

Importantly the improved rail services that this initiative supports, will result in a significant
benefit to the local community, with an approximate increase in capacity and frequency
of over 150% and greater connectivity to precincts such as Morley, Ellenbrook and Perth
Airport.

Since the announcement of the level crossing closure, Main Roads has established a
Community Reference Group to help refine the associated, proposed road enhancements
and identify what is important to support the continued growth and development in the
Maylands town centre.

Yours sincerely  

30 MAR 2022


