
25 March 2022 

 

Hon. Peter Foster MLC, Chair 

Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs 

Legislative Council Committee Office 

4 Harvest Road 

WEST PERTH WA 6000 

 

Dear Mr Foster 

 

Petition No. 044 – Flood Mitigation in Carnarvon 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to expand on the above petition as recently tabled in the Legislative 
Council.  

On Friday February 5, 2021, the Gascoyne Horticulture district received rainfall which within 24 hours 
would cause devasting flooding on the properties of some 60 fresh food producers. The aftermath 
saw significant disruption to the livelihoods of many growers in the region and the situation soon 
developed into one of anxiety, and consternation for producers who, compounded by labour 
shortages due to COVID, faced and continue to face the potential for devastating financial loss because 
of flood. 

In addition to the short-term consequences of soil loss there remains the vexing issue of future 
flooding, the major implications that increasing rainfall could have on the region and the effectiveness 
of the existing levy system built in 2013 to protect vital infrastructure. We the petitioners believe that 
more needs to be done by the state government to better understand the changed nature of flood 
affects in Carnarvon since levee building began in 1990 as well as other flood mitigation works. It is 
our view as landowners that man-made changes to river flows have adversely and disproportionately 
affected certain areas of the river delta. As such we ask that an engineering and flood modelling 
assessment be undertaken with complete independence. Furthermore, I the petitioner would like the 
opportunity to address the Standing Committee in person and look forward to an invitation to do so. 

Flood events in Carnarvon are not just devastating for the region but are of concern to food security 
in Western Australia and I urge your consideration of this matter as a priority. Should further 
information be required please do not hesitate to contact me directly   

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Tony Vrankovich, 

Chair, CGA Flood Plain Committee 

1069 North West Coastal Highway, SOUTH PLANTATIONS, CARNARVON, WA, 6701 




