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Dear Teachers, Welcome to POWA HOUSE, the Parliament of Western Australia’s quarterly
newsletter. The Parliamentary Education Office (PEO) welcomes all educators back from 

the break and hopes you are refreshed and ready to engage, inspire and inform your 
students throughout the school year. 

Education Newsletter, Term 2, 2018

POWA to the Regions

PARLIAMENT OF
     WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Over 500 primary school students throughout the

South West recently had the opportunity to participate

in “Pop-up Parliaments”. The Parliamentary

Education Office (PEO), along with the Constitutional

Centre and the Electoral Education Centre, spent

a week visiting schools in the region and providing

immersive learning opportunities.

Two professional learning sessions were also held in

Bunbury and Margaret River, providing teachers 

with the opportunity to explore a variety of resources 

and methods to engage with primary and secondary

students. The PEO will present its next round 

of school incursions and professional learning 

opportunities in the Albany area in week 4 of term 3, 

from 6 to 10 August. If you wish to access these 

exciting free incursions and/or attend the professional

learning session, you can express your interest by

clicking here!

Teachers in the House
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     www.parliament.wa.gov.au

Forty primary and secondary teachers recently 
attended Parliament House to participate in 
professional learning sessions. Held in the Legislative 
Assembly, these sessions gave participants the 
opportunity to immerse themselves in all of our 
latest civics and citizenship resources and 
share strategies on how to engage students 
effectively. Feedback from these sessions was very 
positive and provided a dynamic forum for educators
to exchange ideas. If you wish to book a place 
for our next PL sessions to be held on 5 and 6
September, you can book here.
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POWA of Poetry 
The much anticipated inaugural Parliamentary Poetry 

Competition is now open.  All secondary school students

throughout Western Australia are eligible to enter. 

Each school can nominate one poem and enter via our

official competition portal. The authors of the three 

poems judged to best capture the competition’s theme 

“Democracy in WA” will be invited, along with five 

guests, to a reception at Parliament House and have 

their poems published on the official Parliament of 

Western Australia website. 

All school winners will receive a commendation 

certificate. For instructions, guidelines and key dates

click here!

Student Parliamentary 
  Poetry Competition

The Theme: 
‘Democracy in WA’. Be as literal or creative as you wish. You could write about an important Act that has 

transformed our state, an individual politician such as Edith Cowan, or any other idea that captures the 

theme of Democracy in WA. 

  

The Structure: 
Choose whichever genre of poetry you wish - narrative, epic, dramatic, lyric, prose or free verse. 

Poems must be no more than 300 words. 

  

The Prize:  
If your poem is chosen as one of the top three, you and five of your guests will be invited to a

Parliamentary reception in term 4, with your poem featured on the Parliament of Western 

Australia's website. The winning poem will be announced, and the award presented, at the reception.

Speak to your 
HaSS teacher for 
further details!

•  Do you love your state of Western Australia?  
• Have you a way with words?  
•  Do you want to become a published poet?

Parliamentary Poetry Competition open to all 
secondary students throughout Western Australia!

‘Democracy in WA’
To celebrate the fortieth Parliament of Western 

Australia, the Parliamentary Education Office is 

excited to announce the inaugural School 

Parliamentary Poetry Competition! 

Treasure Discovered at Parliament House! 
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Visiting school groups can now undertake a teacher-guided

30-minute treasure hunt around the grounds of Parliament

House. This engaging group activity is ideal if groups 

arrive early for a scheduled tour, are waiting for their bus at 

the conclusion of a tour or simply need the opportunity to 

burn off some excess energy. This activity covers a number 

of components of the HaSS framework, including history, 

geography and civics and citizenship.

Contact the PEO on 9222 7259 

for further information.  

Student Treasure Hunt

Stage 1: Begin your treasure hunt opposite the main entrance of Parliament House which overlooks Perth.

1
2
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4

5

6
7
8
9
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Teacher version

I fly and I flutter but I am not a bird beginning with ‘F’ what is the word?  (flag)

Count all the flag poles and count them again, how many are there? The number is  (ten)

Three of these poles high in the sky are flying three flags. What are they and why?     
(1.  WA State flag) (2. Australian flag)     (3. Aboriginal flag)

A commemorative plaque sits in the wall, what big event does it recall? (The completion of the Parliament 

House complex in 1971)

Let’s see why O’Connor had the great honour of having his office at the top of the terrace. What is the name 

of the building that C.Y. O’Connor worked from, which looks like a castle? Clue: First word - How you might 

support your football team/second - word rhymes with Darch. (The Barracks Arch)

Just to the left is another sign. For a tour on Friday what is the time? (2pm)

Now look to the North to the letters: P.A. Where is the place that the Wild Cats play? (Perth Arena)

I am black with white stripes and sometimes congested, if you speed on me, then you could be arrested.
(Mitchell Freeway)

Look for a bridge for the next lot of clues, for Rockingham, which lane would you choose? (right lane)  

Which lane would you enter for the Convention Centre?  (The left lane)

Look over the bridge and look for a sign of a television station, it is Channel (9)

What flows between, South Perth and the City, it’s wet and it’s wide and really quite pretty?(The Swan River)

Look at the white squares laid on the ground, how many small one’s can there be found? (1,274)

You would develop a thirst after climbing a mountain, what word can you find on the drinking fountain?

 (The drinking fountain)

Congratulations! You have completed stage one. Head to stage two for more facts and more fun.

Stuck in the wall all on its own, from 1902 is the Foundation  (stone)

Who was the President of the Legislative Council and the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly in 1902?

(Sir George Shenton and Sir James Lee Steere)

What is the common name for the tree, Melaleuca Leucadendra? Clue: Sad dog with a box of tissues.

(Weeping Paper Bark)

Try to seek a Eremophila microtheca. What is its common name? (Heath-Like Eremophila) 

For this next question no need to go far, what else can you call a Coolibah? (Eucalyptus microtheca)

Now time to be a building sleuth, how many columns hold up the roof? (8)

Head down the ramp in an orderly line, right at the end what colour’s the sign? (Blue)

Now climb up the stairs all the way to the top, when you arrive at the end it’s important to stop!

As you stand at the top of this mark, look to the right and locate the plaque. Upon this plaque what is the 

date and what does it commemorate? (State wide tree planting scheme 30 September 1979)

     Now follow the path in a clock wise direction at the end please turn right, for this final section. 

     See the large palm trees reaching the sky,      

     Walk past the third one and we’ll explain why.      

      It has been so much fun it has been such a pleasure!     

        Now it is time, to discover the treasure!

          One roars in the jungle, the other’s unreal both of these statues have got their appeal.
         (The Lion and the Unicorn)

Stage 2: Carefully cross the carpark after looking left and right, Parliament’s a busy place, so keep those 
cars in sight.  Locate the garden beds to the right of the main entrance and answer the following questions:

15
16

17

18
19
20
21
22
23

?

Here is your map and here are your clues,

These will both help, in the answers you choose

This map will assist you, to guide and to measure

How far you are from, in finding the treasure

This activity takes place in a high traffic area and teachers are 
reminded that they need to exercise the highest standard of duty 
of care to their students, whilst within the Parliamentary precinct.

Therefore, constant supervision of students by teachers is 
required throughout the duration of this activity. 

Please be aware that when visiting Parliament House 
and surrounds, that running is strictly prohibited.
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 Student Treasure Hunt

Stage 1: Begin your treasure hunt opposite the main entrance of Parliament House which overlooks Perth.

I fly and I flutter but I am not a bird beginning with ‘F’ what is the word?________________________________

Count all the flag poles and count them again, how many are there? The number is ___________________

Three of these poles high in the sky are flying three flags. What are they and why?

_________________________________________   _________________________________________   ___________________________________

A commemorative plaque sits in the wall, what big event does it recall?__________________________________________

Let’s see why O’Connor had the great honour of having his office at the top of the terrace. What is the name 

of the building that C.Y. O’Connor worked from, which looks like a castle? Clue: First word - How you might 

support your football team/second - word rhymes with Darch. ____________________________________________

Just to the left is another sign. For a tour on Friday what is the time?______________________

Now look to the North to the letters: P.A. Where is the place that the Wild Cats play? ___________________________

I am black with white stripes and sometimes congested, if you speed on me, then you could be arrested. ______

___________________________________________________________

Look for a bridge for the next lot of clues, for Rockingham, which lane would you choose? ______________________

Which lane would you enter for the Convention Centre? _________________________________________________

Look over the bridge and look for a sign of a television station, it is Channel _____________________

What flows between, South Perth and the City, it’s wet and it’s wide and really quite pretty?_____________________

Look at the white squares laid on the ground, how many small one’s can there be found? ______________________

You would develop a thirst after climbing a mountain, what word can you find on the drinking fountain?

________________________________________________________________

Congratulations! You have completed stage one. Head to stage two for more facts and more fun.
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Stuck in the wall all on its own, from 1902 is the Foundation ____________________________________________

Who was the President of the Legislative Council and the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly in 1902? _______

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the common name for the tree, Melaleuca Leucadendra? Clue: Sad dog with a box of tissues.

________________________________________________________________________

Try to seek a Eremophila microtheca. What is its common name? ________________________________________________

For this next question no need to go far, what else can you call a Coolibah? ______________________________________

Now time to be a building sleuth, how many columns hold up the roof? ______________________

Head down the ramp in an orderly line, right at the end what colour’s the sign? _____________________________

Now climb up the stairs all the way to the top, when you arrive at the end it’s important to stop!

As you stand at the top of this mark, look to the right and locate the plaque. Upon this plaque what is the 

date and what does it commemorate? __________________________________________________________________

     Now follow the path in a clock wise direction at the end please turn right, for this final section. 

     See the large palm trees reaching the sky,      

     Walk past the third one and we’ll explain why.      

      It has been so much fun it has been such a pleasure!     

        Now it is time, to discover the treasure!

          One roars in the jungle, the other’s unreal both of these statues have got their appeal.

               __________________________________________            _______________________________________

Stage 2: Carefully cross the carpark after looking left and right, Parliament’s a busy place, so keep those 
cars in sight.  Locate the garden beds to the right of the main entrance and answer the following questions:

15
16

17

18
19
20
21
22
23

?

Here is your map and here are your clues,

These will both help, in the answers you choose

This map will assist you, to guide and to measure

How far you are from, in finding the treasure
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To keep yourself safe during this activity 
please remember to walk not run.
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The Parliament of Western Australia’s Education Office recently conducted a “Demystifying Democracy”
workshop at the City of Bunbury for dozens of community members. Participants had the opportunity
to learn about lodging petitions, contacting Members of Parliament and how to make a submission to a
Parliamentary committee. Seniors, secondary, VET and university students also learnt what a typical
day for a Member of Parliament entailed, thanks to the participation of Hon Adele Farina, who is one of the
six Members of the Legislative Council representing the South West Region. 

The next “Demystifying Democracy” workshop will be held at the City of Albany’s Civic Room from 
4pm to 5:30 pm on Tuesday the 7th of August 2018.

School Tours  

Community Education Workshop 

The number of students attending guided tours of Parliament

House continues to grow. On sitting days, students have the 

opportunity to watch members of Parliament in action and on 

non- sitting days, classes can enter the Legislative Assembly and 

participate in a role-play.

For cohorts with a variety of literacy levels, a new activity

has also been developed. “Vote with Your Feet” is an immersive

activity that provides an opportunity for all class members to 

be actively involved in the legislative process by participating

in a division. During the ringing of the division bell, students 

move to either the right or left-hand side of the chamber to 

indicate whether they are voting for or against a bill. All activities

are linked to the mandated Western Australian civics and

citizenship curriculum and can be booked here.
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Term one has seen schools in country areas take advantage

of the Parliament of Western Australia’s Country School

Travel Rebate. This initiative provides for schools within the

Travel Zone access to support funding. For guidelines and

eligibility requirements click here.

Country School Travel Rebate

Students Vote with their Feet.  
Thanks to the students of Toodyay District High School

and Balcatta Senior High School, both primary 

and secondary teachers now have the opportunity

to show their classes how laws are made and voted

upon within the Parliament of Western Australia.

Your class will be able to see how students of their very 

own age groups debate and vote on actual legislation,

which has been adapted from Hansard. 

These four engaging videos, which include closed 

captioning, provide a great framework for HaSS 

teachers wishing to delve deeper into parliamentary

process. These vignettes can be used as a powerful

learning strategy that accurately models how bills

are voted on by both voice and feet.

This instructional resource is an effective way to

introduce your class to democracy in action and 

is a great warm-up activity prior to your students 

participating in their very own role-play. You can view 

these new videos and download our parliamentary

role-plays here.   
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