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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTES (Budget)  
(In chronological order) 

Click on title to view text 
 

Council of Industrial Development and Tourists’ & Publicists Bureau 20 October 1921 

Worker’s Homes Board 25 October 1921 

Education 26 October 1921 

Medical and Public Health 26 October 1921 

Public Works and Buildings 15 November 1921 

Harbour and Lights and Jetties 24 November 1921 

Lunacy and Inebriates 24 November 1921 

State Children and Outdoor Relief 24 November 1921 

Public Utilities, Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewage and Drainage 30 November 1921 

Railways 1 December 1921 

Public Utilities, Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewage and Drainage 13 December 1922 

Railways and Tramways and Electricity Supplies 9 January 1923 

Lands and Surveys 18 September 1923 

Government Savings Bank 25 September 1923 

Infant Health Association, Child Clinic 27 September 1923 

Public Works and Buildings 27 September 1923 

Police 16 October 1923 

Office of Colonial Secretary 30 October 1923 

Railways 8 November 1923 

State Hotels 20 November 1923 

Railways and Tramways 27 November 1923 
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTE, COUNCIL OF 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISTS’ 

AND PUBLICISTS' BUREAU, £2,720. 
 

Legislative Assembly, 20 October 1921,  
Hansard p. 1395. 

 
 
 
Mrs COWAN: I support the vote. I have seen a good deal in connection with the 
industrial development work. It would be a great pity not to pass the item, because 
very fine work has been done by the council. It is going to mean a great deal to the 
State in the long run. 
 

Return to top
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTE, WORKERS 
HOMES BOARD,  £4,335 

 
Legislative Assembly, 25 October 1921,  

Hansard p. 1452. 
 
 
Mrs COWAN: Not long ago investigations showed that there were four-roomed 
houses in which 25 people were living. It is time we returned to the old system of 
establishing worker’s homes  so that people can get homes. I am as anxious as 
anyone to see people settling in the country, but there are large numbers who cannot 
be accommodated. Metropolitan members intend to stand up for their constituents in 
this matter. 
 
 

Return to top
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTE, EDUCATION, 
£529,946. 

 
Legislative Assembly, 26 October 1921,  

Hansard p. 1492. 
 
 
Mrs COWAN (West Perth) [8.5]: I want to express my disagreement from the last 
Speaker. It seems to me that the ideal set up by that hon. Member is that the mother 
should be not only wife, but cleaner and cook and washer woman, and that, in 
addition, she should educate the family in various important matters, matters in 
which she herself had never had the advantage of being trained. Things were very 
different in the olden times when the mother had the leisure to teach  her children 
these necessary things, things which I, for example, was taught by my relations, who 
had leisure to do it because they had assistance with regard to those other matters. 
Nothing is more important to the community than the proper training of girls and 
women in domestic science and household management. I cannot agree with the 
remarks of the member for Pilbara in that respect. 
 
Mr Underwood: Is not cleaning pots a domestic science? 
 
Mrs COWAN: As regards domestic science in household matters, the schools do 
teach the children to clean the pots, and they teach it in a very thorough and 
competent manner. I have myself been there and seen it done, and it is done with 
the utmost regularity. Am I to be told that a girl is going to make any the worse wife 
or mother because she learns such things as cookery, including special cookery for 
invalids? I am sure every hon. Member is more than pleased to have the results of 
such training when they are given to him by a woman who has been educated to 
know the true value of food. It is still true that the royal road to a man’s heart lies 
through- well, not his heart. The mothers of hon. Members had, in their turn, mothers 
who were able to give proper instruction in cooking; the mothers of members who 
knew those things. But during the last 50 or 60 years many of those things have 
been taken out of the home-pickling, jam making, etc. men have made money by 
establishing preserving works, for instance. Sixty or 70 years ago there were done in 
the stillroom such things as brewing, and the concoction of medicines. Of later years 
women have not had any training in those things. Not every woman nowadays is 
competent, owing to the lack of educating the daughters. When I was very young, 
one could not get pastry outside the home. 
 
Mr Munsie: I can get better pastry cooked in my home than I can in any shop in 
Perth. 
 
Mrs COWAN: I agree, but the majority of women nowadays do not know how to 
make pastry, and therefore do not know how to teach their daughters to make it. We 
know very well that this is so, because otherwise men would not be making out of 
pastry and confectionary shops the money that they are making at the present time. 
The member for Pilbara said it would be a shocking thing to take away the teaching 
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of millinery and dress cutting. Why should we be so anxious to pander to a side of 
men which is certainly not the highest? 
 
Mr Munsie: It is good for the mother to be able to make a few clothes, anyhow. 
 
Mrs COWAN: We get a lot of admiring talk concerning the woman who is good at 
domestic science and capable in the home; but I notice that when it comes to the 
test, even the member for Pilbara prefers that a woman should turn out in a very 
pretty dress and a nicely trimmed hat, and he makes no inquiry as to her capability 
otherwise. I am sure that the average man when he marries, speedily realises that it 
would have been better for him had such a girl possessed a little more knowledge of 
domestic science. Domestic science is a most necessary thing in the country districts 
and elsewhere. I wonder at the attitude of men in thinking that they are so competent 
to deal with these matters. They only know the results, and one of the results is that 
very frequently a man is experimented on very considerably and very liberally during 
the first years of his married life, until poor old mother has got her hand in. And by 
that time she is supposed to be teaching her daughters what she has so perfunctorily 
learned herself, and has no time, amid her varied duties to do instruction properly, 
even if experience has made her competent.  
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: Two-thirds of the girls can cook before they are married, having 
been taught in their homes. That stuff about experimenting on husbands is only fit for 
pictures. 
 
Mrs COWAN: I think I would have just about as much right to instruct the members 
of this House about the correct way of running an office or a mine or a factory, as 
they have to suggest what kind of training it is necessary to give a woman for the life 
she is to lead. I absolutely deny the hon. Member’s statement in respect to soiled 
clothes. Soiled clothes are taken to school to wash, but not in the way the hon. 
Members suggests. The children are invited to take along clean things to be 
starched and ironed, but that does not prevent their taking of soiled clothes and 
being taught how to wash them. I know these things, for I have had a daughter in 
charge of household management centres and I have been there myself often 
enough to know what goes on. The children are taught these things and shown how 
to use, not only the proper utensil but some other utensil, and to make shift with it; 
because one of the last things that “father” is willing to do provide the best possible 
outfit for the kitchen, no matter whether “mother” has been properly trained or left 
untrained. I am going to ask that we have these classes not only continued but, if 
possible, increased in our country centres as well. I deprecate any other attitude 
being taken on this question, because it is of very great importance, and we should 
provide the best possible training if we desire to get the best type of wife and mother. 
 
 

Return to top
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTE, MEDICAL AND 
PUBLIC HEALTH, £177,210 

 
 

Legislative Assembly, 26 October 1921,  
Hansard p. 1511. 

 
 
Mrs COWAN: When the department is dismissing nurses, I hope due regard will be 
had to the service of those who were engaged with the military forces. I understand 
there were two nurses whose services were dispersed with a little while ago and that 
one of these was a military nurse.  These nurses rank as soldiers and should have 
preference of employment. 
 

Return to top
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTE, PUBLIC WORKS 
AND BUILDINGS, £106,755. 

 
Legislative Assembly, 15 November 1921,  

Hansard p. 1673-1674. 
 
Mrs COWAN (West Perth): I am sorry to see no provision on the Estimates for the 
Children’s Court. I do not know whether the Minister has ever been in there on a hot 
day or on a wet day. The last time we had a wet day there it was necessary to wear 
goloshes if one wished to walk in comfort about the floor.  The top window, which 
provides the only ventilation in the room, is in the roof and happened to be open 
when the storm broke, and in consequence the rain came in all over the place. Very 
few hon.  Members have ever troubled to visit the building. There is no window in the 
court room. 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: Is that the building at the back of the Children’s Department? 
 
Mrs COWAN: Yes 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: That is not a bad building at all. 
 
Mrs COWAN: The hon. Member does not come there often, nor does he evince 
much interest in the place. Also I should like to know if it is possible to do something 
in the way of setting aside a definite amount for maintenance, to be spent by various 
boards and committees in charge of public buildings. We on the hospital board could 
often save money to the State if we were allowed a certain sum for necessary minor 
repairs, which cost much more when left and lumped together. The board is caused 
a great deal of inconvenience through not having even a small fixed sum for the 
purpose. Again, when there are buildings such as public hospitals, schools and 
homes for children to be erected, the advice of competent women in regard to the 
plans should be sought and accepted. Given their advice, we should not have 
quarters for babies so arranged that they get the hole of the easterly wind in winter 
and no sea breeze in summer. The same may be said of the quarters for the heads 
of staffs. Again, kitchens and  dining rooms are placed when they get the whole of 
the morning sun and a good deal of the afternoon sun, while the vegetable room and 
stores get all the sea breeze. 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: Is that at the hospital? 
 
Mrs COWAN: I am speaking of the plans made by the Architects’ Department. 
Probably the Minister does not know that the planning of public buildings is 
sometimes done on these lines. 
 
The Minister for Works: I reprimanded those who did that.  
 
Mrs COWAN: I am glad of that. It was well deserved. It upsets one to go through a 
building like that and realise how badly it was planned. Then there are the nurses’ 
quarters, which have no shelter over the windows. 
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Hon. W.C. Angwin: They have iron buildings in Kalgoorlie. 
 
Mrs COWAN: The hon. Member always seems to take the greatest possible 
objection to my remarks. He has his own views, and I think he might sometimes 
allow me the opportunity for airing mine; they are generally in the interests of a 
portion of the community who cannot look after themselves. 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: It is generally the opposite way where you are concerned. 
 
Mrs COWAN: I do not propose to debate that question. 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: Women who want assistance never get it from you. 
 
Mrs COWAN: Again, there are the detention quarters for boys and girls at the State 
children receiving home. That place has never yet been provided with adequate 
comfort or with proper arrangements for the special types of incorrigible children, and 
I am hoping that something will be done in that respect in the near future. The 
Minister will not mind this criticism, because when things are brought under his 
notice he is always most considerate, and I am sure he will realise that what I say is 
in the best interests of the children, and therefore of the State. 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin (North-East Fremantle) [9.8] Several of those who have spoken 
to-night do not understand the Works Estimates at all. The Works Department 
merely carries out works asked for by other departments. The member for West 
Perth (Mrs Cowan) has been dealing with the Charities Department. The Works 
Department does not work for the department except what is requested through the 
Colonial Secretary. 
 
Mrs COWAN: I think Mr Chairman, you would have called me to order- 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: Let the hon. Member take her seat! I am in order all right. It is not 
amusing to hear an hon. Member say `please Mr. Minister for Works will you provide 
more ventilation and put the court in which I sit for an hour a week in better order 
than it is’. What about the children who go there? The hon. Member cares very little 
about them. She talks a lot, but does nothing. 
 
Mrs COWAN: I do more than do you. 
 

Return to top
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTE, HARBOUR AND 
LIGHTS AND JETTIES, £21 980. 

 
Legislative Assembly, 24 November 1921, 

Hansard p.1915-1916. 
 
Mrs COWAN: I wish to secure a remedy for the present condition of things on the 
river. To me it seems extraordinary that there should be such entire freedom from 
restrictions in respect of private boats. No one is there to prevent young people from 
going out in any weather or from overcrowding their boats. A board should be 
appointed to look after the river. I know that the Fremantle Boat Licensing Board, 
under Capt. Winzar, does this work to some extent now. But private boats should be 
registered, paying a small fee towards the upkeep of the river, jetties, and so forth. 
Then the position would be much safer. There should also be a proper and regular 
police patrol of the river. I know that on Saturdays the police launch goes out from 
about 2.30 to 6 p.m., and on Sundays from about 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; but those patrols 
are hardly sufficient to permit of the police looking after private boats, which seem to 
do as they like. It is a very serious matter that year after year we have terrible river 
tragedies, but without any control being established. I understand there is no control 
even of hired boats beyond the Causeway and Canning Bridge. 
 
Mr Corboy: For some years I have spent every week end during the summer in 
sailing boats on the river. My party were very fortunate, never being capsized; but I 
always thought, and still think, that some board should be established by Parliament 
to control private boats, and especially to ensure that anyone in charge of a boat 
shall carry sufficient lifeboats for everybody on board. As regards upkeep of jetties, 
the jetties are not used by the yachting fraternity. 
 
Mrs COWAN: Yes, they are, by means of dinghies. 
 
Mr Corboy: Only about 4 or 5 per cent of sailing boats on the river have dinghies. 
The police do not allow yachts to use the jetties. 
 
 

Return to top
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTE, LUNACY AND 
INEBRIATES, £94,918 

 
Legislative Assembly, 24 November 1921,  

Hansard p. 1920-1921. 
 

Mrs COWAN (West Perth) [8.34]: I support the Leader of the Opposition in his 
references to the Mable case. It has always seemed extraordinary to me that while 
we have Master in Lunacy, the estate of this unfortunate individual was not looked 
after more adequately. Whether a mistake was made or not at the outset, the estate 
was under the charge of the Master in Lunacy during the period of Mable’s detention. 
It would have been in the interests of the State to see that the farm  was kept 
properly during that time and that the profits made out of the property were set aside 
for the support of the children as well as of Mable and Mrs Mable. I consider Mrs 
Mable was kept in the asylum for longer than she should have been detained and I 
have felt very sympathetic towards her in her troubles. I deprecate strongly the fact 
that no women has been  appointed to a position on the Royal Commission to 
investigate lunacy matters here. I asked the Minister a question on this point some 
time ago. 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: I will look after the women. 
 
The Chairman: I am afraid I cannot allow the hon. Member to discuss the Royal 
Commission on Lunacy at this stage. 
 
Mrs COWAN: If we could get those intimate questions which can only be put by a 
woman to women, it would probably help to secure savings in various directions. The 
fact that there are 333 women and so many children at an institution such as the 
Claremont Hospital for the Insane, should emphasise the necessity for a woman on 
such a Commission. 
 
The Chairman: The hon.member cannot proceed to discuss that matter. 
 

Return to top
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTE, STATE 
CHILDREN AND OUTDOOR RELIEF, £90,428. 

 
Legislative Assembly, 24 November 1921, 

Hansard, p. 1921-1922. 
 
Mrs COWAN (West Perth) [8.42] Reference is made to State children and outdoor 
relief. I asked the Minister recently to take into consideration the difficulty mothers 
experience at the present time in getting along on the allowance provided. I have 
come into contact with a number of these women and I know their difficulties are 
great. I have approached the department on more than one occasion and have been 
unable in some cases to get extra money allowed. The cost of living has not 
sufficiently declined to enable these women to care for their children and have 
anything over for themselves. Extra assistance has been declined in cases where 
women happen to have a little money on hand. In the event of a mother having £40 
or £50 of her own, it has to be remembered that is all she has to fall back on for her 
own requirements; she has nothing whatever for her children except what she can 
earn. A greater allowance should be provided to assist these women. In New 
Zealand the Government provide up to 15s. for each child over one year of age and 
where special circumstances arise, that amount can be increased. They also provide 
17s.6d. for children under one year of age and medical attention, medicine, and 
school facilities. It is hardly right that when the necessity for reduced expenditure 
arises, such allowances should be the first to be cut down. I do not know how the 
difficulty is to overcome. No one believes in education more than I do, but before we 
come to the question of education we must consider whether a child is in a fit state of 
health to receive education. No child can profit from education when it is in a semi-
starved state during the earlier years of its life. I ask the Government to give as much 
consideration as possible to these people. I had a very hard case brought under my 
notice recently where a women who was in bad health herself had to support two 
children and a husband who was suffering from tuberculosis. 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: Did the husband not have an invalid pension? 
 
Mrs COWAN: The extraordinary thing about it is that, although the invalid pension is 
15s., the man only received 10s. That matter is being inquired into now. 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: If the wife is working, half of her earnings go to him. That is the 
way it is worked. 
 
Mrs COWAN: We know what it means to keep a person suffering from tuberculosis 
in food alone, and despite that fact, because the woman was earning 30s a week, 
the allowance for one child was withdrawn. Fortunately I have been able to get that 
allowance re-established temporarily, but it should be made permanent. Each case 
should be dealt with on its merits. 
 
The Colonial Secretary: So it is. 
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Mrs COWAN: In the case of the woman I have referred to, the doctor informed her 
that she might have to go to hospital at any time owing to the wretched state of her 
health. I can give many other cases and I think this question should receive most 
sympathetic consideration. 
 

Return to top
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ESTIMATE ANNUAL VOTE, PUBLIC UTILITIES, 
METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY, SEWAGE 

AND DRAINAGE, £120,481. 
 

Legislative Assembly, 30 November 1921, 
Hansard p. 2015-2016. 

 
I was glad to hear the Minister say that we would have a better water supply during 
the present summer. It is necessary that we should have a better supply, although I 
cannot agree with the member for East Perth (Mr. Simons) that the suburb which I 
represent is in the dirty condition he says East Perth is in at the present time. I would 
suggest to the Minister that the metropolitan  members who have been meeting and 
discussing this matter together, with a view to helping to find a solution of the present 
difficulty, have only been actuated by a desire to assist him in that direction. If the 
Minister were to express his willingness to meet those members in conference, it 
might be good for all concerned. It could do no harm. In any case, we are not against 
the department, nor are we working against the Minister. 
 
The Minister for Works: I do not care if you are against the department. If you can do 
any good or show us where we are wrong, I shall be pleased. 
Hon. P. Collier: The Minister spoke in resentful tones about the metropolitan 
members this evening. 
 
Mrs COWAN: There is a good deal of comment on the point at election time and it is 
well known that some people are not satisfied that the scheme favoured by Mr. 
Ritchie is the best that  could be adopted. That is a matter, however, for the 
department to consider , and I have no doubt  they will thoroughly investigate that 
question. In reading through Mr Ritchie’s report, I was struck by the fact that he did 
not seem to be quite satisfied regarding the way details of the scheme had been 
presented to him, inasmuch as he found it necessary to look around himself and 
supplement the information provided. Perhaps that again is a matter more for the 
department than for ourselves. It makes one feel, however, that a conference with 
the Minister on the subject would be of advantage and would make everyone 
satisfied. I would like to see a board take over the responsibility inquiries in every 
direction in connection with these matters, and then to carry out if possible, what is 
decided upon. It would be a good thing if we were to have an inquiry concerning the 
metropolitan water supply scheme generally. Some people favour the Mundaring  
Weir proposal , and others favour the Canning scheme. It appears to me that the 
Canning scheme is the one that presents greater advantages for the people of the 
metropolitan area, not only on account of the good water which can be obtained from 
that source, but on account of the way in which the reticulation can be managed. 
 
Capt. CARTER: Let the Board decide that question. 
 
Mrs COWAN: If such a scheme were decided upon, it would leave the Mundaring 
scheme for the benefit of the country districts. If we could have a separate 
administration looking after the water supply for the metropolitan area, and allow the 
country districts to have an organisation to look after their particular interests, I think 
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more satisfaction would be given to both sections of the community. If there is to be 
any repetition in the city of the conditions that existed last year, when they were 
particularly bad, there will be trouble for metropolitan members and other members 
as well, because the people will raise their voices in no uncertain tones. 
 
The Minister for Works: No, you have not. 
 
Mrs COWAN: I do not know why a board should necessarily be inferior to the 
present system in regard to the management of the water supply for the metropolitan 
area. There will always be grumblers, no matter if the Government continue in 
control of the water supply services or if a board is in control. 
 
Hon. P. Collier: There are even people who are dissatisfied with the present Minister.  
 
Mrs COWAN: I believe that if they had a board in Melbourne earlier in the history of 
the water supply of that city, the condition of affairs which arose some time ago and 
which necessitated its appointment, would not have been recorded. I want the 
Minister to realise that the meetings which have been held by metropolitan members 
were only for the purpose of assisting him in overcoming the present difficulties. We 
would be quite willing to be guided and helped by him, and I trust he would find us 
willing to aid him, and I trust he would find us willing to aid him in arriving at a 
solution of what is, at present, a very great difficulty in connection with the 
metropolitan area. 
 
Hon. P. Collier: This is quite a mutual admiration society. 
 
The Minister for Works: In any case, these are the only courteous words that have 
been spoken to-night. 
 

Return to top
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTE, RAILWAYS, 
£2,596,342. 

 
Legislative Assembly, 1 December 1921,  

Hansard p. 2063-2064. 
 
Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [10.11]: It seems to me that the policy of management of 
the Railway Department is rather extraordinary in some respects. I do not know 
whether the attention of the Premier has yet been drawn to a matter which was 
brought to my notice, and to which I was asked to draw the attention of Parliament 
when the opportunity offered. I quote from the report of the recent interview between 
the Commissioner of Railways and representatives of  the railway union - 
 

Though various regulations and pension Acts prescribe the age of 
retirement from Government  services, usually 60 years, and 
compulsory at 65, it has remained for the Chief Mechanical Engineer to 
create an innovation whereby men over 45 years of age were 
considered as unsuitable for a certain position. As such a proposal 
would have far-reaching effect, the joint railway unions took the 
question up and interviewed the Commissioner of Railways. 

 
If the Railway Department, in its dealings with the officers, lays down as a principle 
that no one shall be promoted beyond the age of 45 years, the result must be most 
discouraging to officers of middle age. I am surprised to think it possible that this 
should be the policy of our government. The Commissioner is reported as having 
stated to the deputation - 
 

After all it is giving an opportunity to the younger men, which they do 
not always get, and it counterbalances the few elderly men’s 
dissatisfaction. I should have thought you would welcome it. 

 
Mr Kenafick: They are very dissatisfied, because these men will be passed over in 
favour of a  man they have been previously directing, and on top of that there will be 
the general application  of the principle throughout the shop that the men will be view 
with alarm. 
 
Mr Kenneally: The head of the branch admitted they were qualified. 
 
The Commissioner: They were qualified, but too old. 
 
Mr Kenneally: Two are 58. 
 
The Commissioner: They are over 58. 
 
Mr Kenneally: Suppose they were 46, you pass them over. 
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The Commissioner: That is so; you have to draw the line. We cannot expect a 
contented service doing its very best in the middle life if officers are to be passed 
over at the age of 45 for any promotion coming along. 
 
Hon. P. Collier: The Commissioner would not have got his own job if 45 had been 
the limit.  
 
Mrs COWAN: No; in that case we would not have the present commissioner. There 
is another anomaly to which I wish to draw attention, as regards clerical cadets. The 
standard in the past has been, I believe, the seventh standard of the Government 
schools, which is a good enough standard for all ordinary purposes, especially at the 
present time, when many people are unable to send their sons  to the university. 
They would not be able to do this even if it remained free. Now, however, the 
standard set up by the Railway Department is that of the Junior University 
examination. That seems to me a distinct hardship and hindrance to the many 
people who are debarred from sending their sons to the University, certainly now that 
fees are to be imposed. The handicap is an unfair one, and surely it does not 
represent the policy of the Government. Those are the two matters to which I wish to 
draw the attention of the Government. I have no personal concern regarding the 
cases of Mr Shillington and Mr Gallagher; but I certainly believe, and so do many 
right-thinking people, that it is a great mistake to keep a man in a position for 14 
years, and then, if he is not for it, to pass him from that position to a higher one, 
superseding the man who has been qualifying and must be competent, otherwise he 
would not have been all those years filling the position of Superintendent of 
Transport. Those unjust things lead to unrest and dissatisfaction and cannot be 
beneficial to the public interests. Why was he not promoted long before, if it was right 
to promote him over the heads of men who had been qualifying for that particular 
position. The Government does not seem to realise the policy that has been followed 
in the railway department. It is possible that a little more interest should be taken in 
this matter. Even if the Commissioner has the absolute powers indicated, and he can  
not be removed from office for a period of seven years, it is reasonable to suppose 
that the policy of the Government could be indicated to him and an intimation 
conveyed to him that it was not being observed. I want to point out these anomalies 
and ask if it is any wonder that we have unrest and dissatisfaction in the Railway 
Department, if such is the attitude taken up by the man who is at the head of the 
service. 

Return to top
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTE,  PUBLIC 
UTILITIES, METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY, 

SEWAGE AND DRAINAGE, £113,091. 
 

Legislative Assembly, 13 December 1922,  
Hansard p. 2202. 

 
Mrs COWAN: There is a good deal in the argument that it would be better if we had 
a board to control this particular department. It is unfair that the Minister for Works 
should be asked to carry out these heavy duties in addition to the many others that 
he has to perform. Everyone complains and throws the responsibility on the Minister, 
but do we always remember that Ministers are doing far more than their share . 
Therefore it might be a good reason if the Government were to consider the 
advisability of placing this department under the control of a board- I do not 
necessarily mean the municipality. I am not prepared, however, to express any  
special opinion on that subject at the present time, though I think the control should 
be given over to a board or trust. If the establishment of a trust or some such body 
were proposed, I would be prepared to support it. I trust, however, that he will be 
able to see his way to accede to the request. It is believed by many that the absence 
of an adequate water supply is preventing the carrying out of the deep drainage in 
West Perth. In answer to questions asked by me, the Minister stated that this had 
something to do with the matter, but that Subiaco, owing to the levels, had first to be 
sewered, and that an expensive pumping station would need to be erected in West 
Perth. I cannot help thinking, however, that the shortage of water has had the 
greatest effect in delaying this work. 
 
The Minister for Works: Not at all. 
 
Mrs COWAN: I hope that the matter will ultimately be remedied and that it will not be 
long before we shall get a better water supply than exists today. I am not blaming the 
Minister or his  department, because as others have said, the department can only 
do what money will allow them to do. I consider that there should be two additional 
Ministers in this House to attend to the work of different departments if we expect it 
to be satisfactorily done. 
 

Return to top
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTES, RAILWAYS AND 
TRAMWAYS AND ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES, 

£2,552,000. 
 

Legislative Assembly, 9 January 1923,  
Hansard p. 2465-2468. 

 
Mrs COWAN (West Perth) [10.50]: I congratulate the Minister very warmly on the 
able and concise manner in which he presented his Estimates. There can be no 
question that it is very helpful to listen to a statement so clear and revealing such a 
satisfactory position as he placed before us. Members generally must have been 
pleased to hear that many of the recommendations made by the Royal 
Commissioner, Mr Stead have been accepted, and that in future the Commissioner 
of Railways is to work on a policy which has been settled and laid down by the 
Government. The results have been good, and one realises it was well that the 
country went to the expense of holding an inquiry and obtaining the suggestions 
which were put forward. Even though some of the suggestions were old, there is 
nothing like emphasising such matters and bringing them more closely under the 
attention of the Government, while any new suggestions were still worthy of 
consideration. I am sure that Colonel Pope is quite capable of profiting by them. 
Reading some of his reports it is clear that he has in the past profited by the helpful 
suggestions made to him by the chief railway men of the Eastern States. I am sorry 
to have to allude to a subject to which two  members have already referred. As a 
woman and a mother I wish to thank the Minister for the attitude he has adopted 
towards the charges made in connection with the case of an absolutely innocent girl. 
It was extraordinary and I might even say unpardonable on the part of any man-no 
matter how high his position might be, and the Commissioner of Railways is 
undoubtedly a very high one-to make such charges as he made in the newspapers 
before he was ordered by the Minister to hold the inquiry, more especially as the 
Commissioner has daughters of his own. The inquiry was held, and there are many 
people who thought and still think it would have been better had it been held by an 
absolutely outside authority, because the board of inquiry was composed of men 
who were still officers of the department and it has been said outside-I do not say it, 
because I do not know-that some of those men might have profited by the dismissal 
of the accused officer. I wish to remind the Committee in the interests of that young 
woman and also of Mr Shillington himself that the men who held the inquiry were the 
very ones after all who decided that he was innocent of the charges levelled against 
him, and that there had been no misconduct of any kind. He was retired because he 
did not get on satisfactorily with his superior officers. 
 
Mr. O’Loughlen: That should not be a reason for retirement. 
 
Mrs COWAN: That is quite true, but personalities entered into the question. It is 
shown in the report of the Commissioner of Railways, who stated- 
 

As to Mr Shillington’s charges, I do not say much. They are the murmuring of 
a disgruntled and discredited man. 
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All I can say is that if the Government of this State allow it to be said that this officer 
was dismissed for misconduct and for being a discredited man, then they had not the 
right to pension him. I have heard and know that he cannot receive the pension 
unless a certificate is furnished testifying that the individual has been diligent and 
faithful. I can only say that this is a curious and most anomalous state of affairs. If 
the statements made regarding the dismissal and misconduct were in any way true, 
the country should not be saddled with the burden of a pension of £300 a year. The 
board of inquiry acted fairly and undoubtedly gave a right decision, according to its 
point of view. I hope in the future it will be distinctly understood, and I as a parent say 
it advisedly, that such charges as those made even by the Commissioner with 
impunity. I thank the Minister for the attitude he adopted regarding the matter. I have 
certainly been puzzled, and the same applies to many people outside, as to why the 
man who acted in the pitiful role of informer was not censured. I do not wish to 
mention names. In such cases it is not advisable in the interests of the wives and 
families that names should be mentioned, but it should certainly have been a matter 
for censure that anyone living in a very objectionable class  of house should give 
information such as this informer did in order to prevent harm and ingratiate  himself 
with his superior officer. Mr Shillington was absolutely exonerated from the charges 
made, a point I wish to be distinctly emphasised. We must always deprecate the 
introduction of anything in the nature of personal animus in official places. If heads of 
departments cannot agree with officers holding `important’ positions under them, 
they should be all the more careful that they do not in any way lower the dignity of 
their positions by acting in the Manner in which I and many other people consider the 
Commissioner of Railways acted in this case. When the member for Yilgarn (Mr 
Corboy) was speaking the other night I was sorry to hear him take exception to the 
appointment of women as clerks in the Railway Department. 
 
Hon W.C. Angwin: I want to see the men employed so that the women can get 
married. 
 
Mrs COWAN: All the women cannot get married. 
 
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Because they are taking men’s jobs. 
 
Mrs COWAN: I know the hon. Member would have it so but in other circumstances 
he  might not be quite unwilling to be a potentate in India or some other such place 
and in his kindness of heart help these women with homes. 
 
The Minister for Mines: Or Sultan of Johore. 
 
The Chairman: I think you are reflecting on the hon. Member. 
 
The Minister for Mines: No she is paying him a compliment. 
 
Mrs COWAN: The hon.  Member said he would like to see them all married, and so 
should I. 
 
Mr Lambert: He said he would like to marry them all. 
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Mrs COWAN: I think it was a great mistake for the member for Yilgarn to speak as 
he did and I am glad the Minister again took the part of women and decided it was 
advisable to give them an opportunity to earn a living in the best way suited to their 
abilities. 
 
The Minister for Mines: If they did not suit, we would not keep them. 
 
Mrs COWAN: If that spirit is exhibited by men generally it will be necessary to follow 
the example of America. I refer to the formation of a women’s party. There are many 
of us who do not wish to bring that about, but it may ultimately be necessary to have 
such a party to look after the interests of women. The effect of forming one would 
possibly be much stronger than some men realise. Women wish to work with men 
not against them, and we therefore desire that the men should work with us and not 
against us when it comes to a question of employment of women in positions in 
which they can obtain a satisfactory livelihood. I commend the Minister for his 
attitude on this question and upon his attitude to women generally. As a foundation 
member of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty of Animals I was glad to hear the 
member  for Murchison take up the cudgels on behalf of the stock in transit over the 
railways. I hope his remarks will appeal to the Government and that steps will be 
taken to prevent such cruelty being  meted out to animals that are being brought 
down for consumption by the citizens of Perth. It is bad from every point of view that 
this state of affairs should be allowed to continue. With regard to refreshment cars, I 
was travelling in the train for a short time before I was taken ill. It seemed to me that 
it might be well if the Government took over the entire management of the railway 
refreshment cars. It may be thought that I am rather upholding my own sex when I 
say that the refreshment car that was controlled by young women very much better 
conducted than that which was controlled at the other end of the line by men. I only 
mention this to show that improvements can be effected in this direction. I daresay 
the men do their best but perhaps if the refreshment system were placed in charge 
of women they might effect greater improvement. The member for East Perth has 
referred to the railway crossing in his electorate. To my mind the Melbourne road 
crossing in West Perth is even more important. I have repeatedly asked the Minister 
to do something to improve the position there but he seems to think I am only 
nagging him on the subject. The only way apparently for us to get anything is to keep 
nagging until something is done. The Melbourne road crossing in West Perth 
requires immediate attention. There is no more dangerous crossing on the railway 
system. I sincerely hope that all railway crossings that require overhead bridges will 
be attended to soon. The charges made by the railways for carrying small goods 
from here to Kalgoorlie and vice versa were excessive. When in Kalgoorlie I was 
asked why a particular brand of pickles was not sold in Perth. I was told that  it would 
be impossible to make a profit on them, because the department charged 1s 9d. per 
dozen for every dozen bottles or tins of jams or pickles carried on the railways. That 
seems to me too heavy a charge. If the department would reduce the charge it would 
assist in the development of Western Australian industries. It is certainly a point to 
which attention might be given. There are many small things which could be carried 
on the railways if the freights were reduced. Most of us have experienced great 
inconvenience because of the brilliant and original idea of putting numbers on the 
tram cars. This is not done elsewhere that I know of. Strangers who come to town 
find it extremely difficult to pick out the right cars, and many of us who live here find it 
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equally difficult. I do not always know where a tram is going because I am not 
familiar with the numbers. The cars also seem to travel at erratic times. 
 
Mr Johnston: There is no board now to show where the tram is going. 
 
Mrs COWAN: I do not know why all this money was spent in making such an 
inconvenient charge. It is a pity the boards are not put back. The numbers could be 
left on; for to remove them  would further expense to the Government. Apparently 
expenditure on these matters is readily incurred, but when we ask for money from 
other departments we are told it cannot be given. 
 
The Minister for Mines: Do you mean painting the designation on the cars. 
 
Mrs COWAN: The old arrangement of turning up the destinations of the cars in the 
glass frames should be restored. 
 
The Minister for Mines: We cannot get the material. 
 
Mrs COWAN: The boards used to be there. Of course there may have been a great 
many breakages. Last Sunday the `Sunday Times’ made reference to the 
overcrowding of tram cars. This was in connection with the Nedlands route. It 
showed what great inconvenience the public was subjected to. There is neither a 
shortage of cars for the Nedlands track, or else the Como track takes so many of 
them that there are not enough left for Nedlands. Mothers and children are caused a 
great deal of inconvenience by reason of the overcrowded cars. 
 
The Minister for Mines: Everybody makes it his business to travel at the same hour. 
 
Mrs COWAN: Not at all. People are travelling all the while. I have no objection to the 
fares being raised for Sunday traffic. This would probably lead to men getting more 
hours off on Sunday. Further, it would not hurt people to stay at home on Sunday 
more than they do. Something, however, should be done with regard to the extra 
fares on holidays. These greatly affect mothers and children who cannot get away 
from their homes at other times. The railway fares have been increased, and for 
holidays and Sundays the fares on the trams have been doubled to the detriment of 
women and children whose bread-winners cannot afford to pay the double fares for a 
day’s outing for their families. Doubtless because of the increased fares the Como 
trams are paying to an extent which they would not otherwise do. Consideration, 
however, should be had for the convenience of the public. Mothers and children are 
so anxious to get an outing that even the unpleasant weed that is cast upon the river 
shores at Como does not prevent them from travelling to that suburb. At the sea 
beaches there is no offensive spell, but the cost  of getting there is even greater. 
Something should be done to reduce the fares if possible. I fail to see why it is not 
possible in the best interests of the community to do this. The railways as well as the 
tramways belong to the people, who should be the first consideration. I would point 
out that the small body of men who have raised the fares are men who travel free in 
both trains and trams. Possibly that helps them to forget that there are other people 
who are not in the same position as they are. 
 
Mr Clydesdale: It ought to be given six months’ trial. 
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Mrs COWAN: One wonders what has become of the railway porters. I would draw 
the attention of the Minister to the published letter of January 4th on this question. 
The absence of porters has caused a great deal inconvenience to the travelling 
public. I was greatly surprised to hear the Minister say he did not approve the 
recommendation of the Royal Commissioner that three commissioners should be 
appointed to control our railways. I understood the Minister to say that the three 
commissioner system had proved a failure in the Eastern States. I have not read 
anywhere that it has been a failure. Even if one pays a little more by way of salary for 
two or three commissioners instead of one, it is far more satisfactory to do that if 
savings of thousands of pounds can be effected in other directions. 
 
Mr Lambert: We might get a lady commissioner. 
 
Mrs COWAN: In some respects we would be better for that, I think: or at any rate no 
worse. 
 
Mr Lambert: You can say that with safety. 
 
Mrs COWAN: In my opinion it is time for this State to apply the three commissioners 
system. Let us put in a man  with practical experience to look after the traffic side of 
the system, and  man with statistical knowledge and training to look after that side of 
the Railway Department, and then there would be no great injustice done to anyone. 
It would then be a case of the cobbler sticking to his last, and that has always been a 
good plan both in business and manufactures. I fail to see why it should not yield 
equally good results in railway management. As one State which has tried the three 
commissioners system with success is now proposing the appointment of a fourth 
commissioner, perhaps the matter is worthy of more consideration than our Minister 
appears to think. I would suggest to the Government that they do give the matter 
very serious and grave consideration, as a probable solution of some of our railway 
difficulties. There can be no question that in connection with our railways many 
things are unsatisfactory in various directions. 

Return to top
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTE, LANDS AND 
SURVEYS, £96 446. 

 
Legislative Assembly, 18 September 1923, 

Hansard p. 746-747. 
 
Mrs COWAN (West Perth) [9.30]: Do you rule, Mr Chairman, that it is out of order for 
a member to speak on such matters as medical attention at the group settlements? If 
so, it is very little use my attempting to speak on the subject at this time. There must 
be some vote under which we can discuss such matters, especially as many of us 
have received letters drawing attention in the strongest possible ways to the needs 
of the settlers. If we wish these people to be contended and happy on their groups 
the Premier must be made to understand the necessity for attending the details such 
as have been mentioned by the member for Sussex. I have spoken upon these 
matters myself. Complaints have been voted to us as members, as well as to 
organisations in which we are interested, showing the small efforts that appear to 
have been put forward for the comfort of settlers. A dwelling 10ft. by 8ft does not 
seem very palatial. I understand they used to be 20ft. by 8ft divided into two. They 
frequently have no window. It is understood that the settlers will put in windows of 
calico. I do not raise any objection to that. Is it not possible to provide extra shacks 
for medical purposes, or for temporary hospitals? These could be put up on the 
group settlements very cheaply, and would enable the people to have some of the 
decencies of civilisation in their present rough surroundings. Urgent cases of 
sickness may arise at any time, and do arise. The settlers incur a good deal of risk at 
present, and the provision of such medical facilities would be of very great help, 
especially to the women on the settlements. 
 
The Colonial Secretary: There is a maternity hospital in Busselton. 
 
The Chairman: The question can better be discussed under the vote “Department of 
Public Health”. 
 
Mrs COWAN: I will reserve any further remarks I have to make, and the 
correspondence I have to read until then. 
 
Hon. M.F. Troy: Probably you are not aware, Mr Chairman, that the Department of  
Public health has nothing to do with group settlements. 
 
Mrs COWAN: That is the trouble. 
 
Hon. M.F. Troy:  I do not want the objection raised, when we come to the votes 
controlled by the Colonial Secretary, that the discussion is outside the province of 
the Minister, but within that of the Premier. Group settlements are administered by 
the Premier, who is supposed to make full provision for medical, health, etc. 
 
Mrs COWAN: He does not make any provision for that. 
 
The Chairman: Do you dispute my ruling? 
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Hon. M.F. Troy: It is not desired to dispute your ruling. I have some correspondence 
regarding these matters, but I do not want the Colonial Secretary to say later on that 
it has nothing to do with him. 
 
The Chairman: I will see that an opportunity is given to members to discuss this 
question. 
 
Mrs COWAN: I do not complain that I have not had fair play. I have endeavoured in 
other ways to impress upon the Premier and the Colonial Secretary the necessity for 
something being done in this direction. If you, Sir, say I cannot deal with these 
matters now, I will wait until later, unless I am to be ruled out of order then. 
 
The Premier: How can you be ruled out of order? 
 
Mrs COWAN: It is no use the Premier being annoyed. I have spoke to him about all 
this before. 
 
The Premier: You come about them almost every day. 

Return to top
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTE, GOVERNMENT 
SAVINGS BANK [RE-SALARIES OF 

OFFICERS], £ 33,307. 
 

Legislative Assembly, 25 September 1923,  
Hansard p. 850. 

 
 
Mrs COWAN: The salaries paid to these officials are too low. It is astonishing to note 
the extreme youthfulness of the clerks employed in the Perth office as compared 
with those who were employed some time ago. I wonder if this is in pursuance of 
some special policy, and if youthful clerks are being employed at a lower rate than 
older and more experienced men. I do not know whether this is in the interests of the 
country, or of the persons concerned. I would rather see better salaries given to 
fewer and more experienced officials. 
 
 

Return to top 
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTE, INFANT HEALTH 
ASSOCIATION, CHILD CLINIC, £200. 

 
Legislative Assembly, 27 September 1923,  

Hansard p. 895. 
 
 
Mrs COWAN: I am glad to see the provision of money for the Infant Health 
Association. I hope the Premier will realise that the vote will require to be increased 
from time to time. Good work is being done in our midst and this shows that the 
departmental eyes have been opened to the worth of the work effected. I hope the 
Premier will see that the time becomes a permanent one and that he realises an 
increased amount will be needed. 
 
 

Return to top
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ESTIMATE: ANNUAL VOTE, PUBLIC WORKS 
AND BUILDINGS, £81,557. 

 
Legislative Assembly, 27 September 1923,  

Hansard p.913.   
 
 
Mrs COWAN (West Perth) [10.33]: We can congratulate the Minister on many things 
connected with his department. I support the member for Sussex  (Mr Pickering) in 
many of his remarks. When he spoke about the roads it seemed to me a dreadful 
condition of affairs. As a woman I thank him on behalf of the women of the State for 
the splendid way in which he to-night, and a few nights ago, spoke of the difficulties 
the women have to face, more particularly as regards hospital accommodation 
required under certain conditions. He gave a most graphic description  of the 
difficulty of getting over some of the roads. It takes him four hours to travel over a 
distance of about 14 miles. When we realise that many of the group settlements are 
miles further away, what must be the length of time and the discomforts that the 
women have to endure? The member for Bunbury (Mr Money) also described the 
dreadful condition of the roads. He said that animals had suffered injury and some 
had even been killed when traversing those roads. I again stress the necessity for 
supporting the member for Sussex in his efforts to remedy it in other districts outside 
his own electorate, because there are a good many about whom no one seems to be 
troubling very much. I wish it were possible for the responsible Minister to provide in 
each of the group settlements a small shack where women could be accommodated, 
or cases of accident could be attended to by neighbours, or by any satisfactory help 
that could be arranged through certified women who understood how to nurse under 
the conditions that may arise in those settlements. While listening to the members for 
Sussex and Bunbury, I felt more and more how necessary it was to have women in 
this House, and how necessary it was for the women’s organisation to come forward 
as they have done and are doing to take a hand in the matter of helping their sisters 
through what otherwise might mean a period of serious neglect that may prove very 
harmful to the settlement scheme, to say nothing of its ill-effects upon themselves 
and their children.     
 

Return to top 
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTE, POLICE,  
£179,489. 

 
Legislative Assembly, 16 October 1923,  

Hansard p.1138. 
 
 
Mrs COWAN (West Perth) [10.28]. I want the Minister to make a special note of what 
the Commissioner says in regard to wife and child desertion. The Commissioner 
suggests that money earned by a delinquent husband sent to prison should be 
available for his wife and children. The present law does not seem to bring home to 
such men their responsibility to the State or to their wives and families. I should like 
to see the law amended in that respect. I congratulate the women police on the 
splendid record they have put up. We have every reason to be proud that we have 
women doing such excellent work. Anyone who reads Appendix “F” must realise how 
fine that work has been, and what assistance it may be in reducing the amount of 
crime and lessening the temptations to young girls and boys. The Minister as well as 
Parliament must appreciate their work. 
 

Return to top
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTES, OFFICE OF 
COLONIAL SECRETARY, £13 870. 

 
Legislative Assembly, 30 October 1923,  

Hansard p.1217-1222. 
 
Mrs COWAN (West Perth) [8.32]:On many questions concerning the women, the 
Women’s Home and the Old Men’s Home, the Colonial Secretary has been 
sympathetic and helpful. His remarks about the visitors’ committee show he has 
been fully apprised of the very valuable work the committee have done, and he must 
be in sympathy with their work, or he would not have spoken of them and of the 
after-care committee as he has done. The work of those two committees has been 
admirable, and has certainly helped to improve the conditions of the people in the 
asylum. 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: We want to keep people out of the asylum. 
 
Mrs COWAN: Good has been done regarding the care of the mentally deficient 
children, and the Minister has been extremely sympathetic. But more remains to be 
done, and I feel sure that when the Minister has had longer experience, he will 
realise, as many of us do, that this is one of the most important questions confronting 
the community. It means so much of the future of the nation, and I would like to see 
the Government make a much deeper study of the question. The Minister tells us he 
is still thinking of the proposal to spend £50,000 or £60,000 on a home for 
convalescents, and for a detention place for the mentally afflicted. It is a great pity 
that sufficient study is not given to this question so that everyone, more especially 
Governments, who have been handling such tremendous sums in what seems to be 
a futile way, might realise the best course to adopt. It is a great mistake to spend 
£50,000 or £60,000 merely to deal at the wrong end with a problem that has been 
occupying our attention too many years. The Government propose to deal with it this 
time in the middle; why not start at the beginning? Give the mentally deficient 
children a first chance. Many of them can be brought back to a normal condition, and 
those that cannot should be cared for in the asylum or in comfortable homes amid 
better surroundings, which would restore them to a condition more nearly 
approaching normal than could otherwise be hoped for. A great deal could be 
accomplished if we spent £10,000 on the mental detention ward. All we have at the 
hospital is that the black hole of Calcutta that we have had for many years. As a 
member of the hospital Board I, with others, have strongly depreciated its existence, 
but it has not been an easy matter to get anything done, because it was not 
considered conducive to the best interests of the inmates of the hospital for the 
board to say much about it. At last, however, it has been brought to the knowledge of 
the public in such a way that something must be done to remedy the existing 
dreadful state of affairs. Further, steps must be taken to provide better surroundings 
and care, but that can be done at less cost than the scheme proposed by the 
Government. The same applies to the convalescent home for the male patients. A 
good deal is being done for the convalescent women. If my suggestion that £10,000 
be given for a mental ward and £10,000 for convalescent men were adopted, it 
would leave us with a sum worth handling to do something towards grappling with 
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the real crux of the problem, namely, mental deficiency in its early stages, and that 
would ultimately save the State many thousands of pounds and give us a more 
satisfactory nation of people to deal with in time to come. I strongly object to and 
cannot possibly support the proposal to take one of our very best river resorts, 
almost the best is left, for a receiving home. 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: The best is not too good. 
 
Mrs COWAN: If that is so, why not be courageous enough to take King’s Park? 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: Because the people would not let us have it. 
 
Mrs COWAN: The hon. Member would not be prepared to face that, but he does 
mind taking away from the people for all time a site not quite so well known, but 
equally beautiful. I deprecate strongly the proposal. One has only to go to the 
Eastern States to see how mistaken such a policy has proved. Now they are looking 
around and paying tremendous sums to remedy the mistakes made in the past 
years. We do not wish to make similar mistakes here. It is possible to get excellent 
surroundings for these people, all they need, something very much better than they 
have had in the “Black Hole”, and by so doing we would not be dealing unfairly with 
the people that are sane and require these resorts and health places to help keep 
them sane. 
 
The Colonial Secretary: In what State was a mistake made regarding the site of the 
reception home? 
 
Mrs COWAN: The more one considers this matter, the more one must be convinced 
how mistaken the proposal is. It is possible to get good homes with good 
surroundings for those people, without interfering with the most beautiful site of all 
beauty spots surrounding our really  beautiful city. I do not wish to see Perth copying 
Sydney and falling into a similar error. One of the things that appeal to me, more 
especially after listening to the member for South Fremantle (Mr McCallum), is that 
too much is asked of the head of the asylum. Why should we have to undertake 
secretarial and business work, and even look after the housekeeping, as he had to 
do in the past? It is only lately that a housekeeper has been appointed, and she has 
been appointed mainly in the interests of the staff, and not in the interests of the 
whole of the inmates. I notice in the report that the house-keeper has been given the 
new duty of looking after the meat supply and seeing that it is up to standard quality. 
As she did not have that duty previously, I suppose it was formerly left undone. 
Surely there should be a house keeper for the staff and another for the patients. We 
should not ask the leading medical man, whose whole time should be given to 
studying the welfare of the patients, to do a lot of drudgery that, in other parts, is not 
considered to be the work of the chief alienist. 
 
Hon. P. Collier: He is not asked to do it. In the past he has refused to yield up any of 
his absolute powers in connection with the hospital.  
 
Mrs COWAN: I have given to understand so, and it may be true, but if that be so, it 
does not make it right that his time should be occupied in attending to such duties. 
The patients should be occupied in attending to such duties. The patients should be 
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our first consideration. The present condition of affairs cannot produce the greatest 
good for the inmates. Dr. Anderson does his best according to his lights, and I have 
always understood he was actuated more by desire to keep down expenses for the 
Department than anything else, in adopting the attitude he has done. 
 Hon. P. Collier: I do not know about that. Less motor car riding would keep the 
expenses down. 
 
Mrs COWAN: The Minister spoke about the reduced cost, and no doubt he helped to 
attain that for the Government as it was expected of him. With regard to moving the 
natives from Carrolup to Moore River, I do not wish to comment on the merits or 
demerits of it, especially after the very caustic remarks of the member for Pilbara (Mr 
Underwood) but I would ask whether it has been really satisfactory from any other 
stand-point. Is it any less costly ? I have heard that the saving supposed to be 
effected has not been realised, and as it is a long distance from the centre, one 
would like to know whether the supervision is sufficiently regular and close to make it 
of value to keep the place going, and look after the interests of the natives on it. 
There are many members of the community who question whether the conditions are 
the same now that they have been moved down there. Regarding State children, I do 
know whether the Minister has ever inquired as to how often those boarded out in 
country districts are visited by the officers, and whether surprise visits are made. 
Those children are placed in service far away in the country, and undoubtedly they 
should be subject to very close and good supervision. It is questionable whether this 
is possible without a bigger staff of inspectors. I was interested to hear the remarks 
of the Colonial Secretary about Mr Bulley. Coming into contact with him, we in the 
Children’s Court realise he has far too much work to do. No one person can hope to 
thoroughly look after even the children on probation in the metropolitan area, though 
he be provided with a motor car. I think the Government might make use of honorary 
offices. I do not think their assistance has been encouraged to the extent that some 
of us would like to see it adopted. If such assistance were availed of, I am convinced 
it would help Mr Bulley to bring about an even more satisfactory state of affairs than 
is indicated by the statistics. A perusal of the report of the Police Department shows 
that very fine work has been done by the women police, and that it has been the 
means of helping the State Children Department. The Salvation Army deserve great 
credit for the work they are doing in our midst. I do not want to know how the 
Government would get on without them, because of the manner in which they are 
looking after the mentally deficient children that they have been placed in their care. 
They are doing this work admirably for a certain number of boys, but I regret there is 
nothing on the Estimates dealing with the mentally deficient girls. The Salvation 
Army would take them on terms similar to those under which they take the boys, but 
I understand we cannot afford to attend to that side of the problem at present. This 
emphasises the fact that £10,000 out of the £60,000 could be very much better spent 
than in the manner proposed. 
 
The Colonial Secretary: There are some girls at the Seaforth Home. 
 
Mrs COWAN: How many of these are mentally deficient? 
 
The Colonial Secretary: A few. 
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Mrs COWAN: Not many of them are accepted as mentally deficient, and they are not 
being treated as such. 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: A place is being prepared in the asylum grounds for these 
people.  
 
Mrs COWAN: I congratulate the government upon their immigration policy, which in 
many respects is satisfactory. I have not had many complaints, but there is one that 
was far as I know the Government have done nothing to remedy the matter. This is 
the letter I received - 

 
As I believe you are one of the few who have the welfare of your 
country at heart. I am appealing to you for what I should call an urgent 
necessity. You are aware that out of a population of 340 000 in 
Western Australia there are 20,000 more males than females, 
 and still more males are coming out. If this kind of thing goes on 
we will become monogamists. It is common to see 10 men to every 
woman among the farming districts, while in Perth and other large 
towns women predominate. Dozens of young men (farmers) have left 
their farms in disgust. I contemplate doing  the same thing. The 
Western Australian girl dislikes the farm and to become a farmer’s wife. 
She says “Don’t be foolish, the idea”. 

 
The Colonial Secretary: That is a foolish statement. 
 
Hon. P. Collier: He has had some bad refusals. 
 
Mrs COWAN: There is so much noise going on around me that I am prompted to ask 
you, Mr Chairman-Am I making this speech or are other hon. members doing so? 
 
The Chairman: Hon. Members must keep order. 
 
Mrs COWAN: The letter continues - 
 

There are nearly three million more females than males in Great Britain 
as wives for the men who are building up the country. As Oliver 
Goldsmith says: “Princes and lords may flourish or may fade, a breath 
can make them as a breath has made, but a bold peasantry their 
country’s pride when once destroyed can never be supplied”. 

 
Hon. P. Collier: No wonder he was refused. 
 
Mrs COWAN: The writer continues - 

 
When we were in England and Scotland the young ladies begged us to 
take them out to Australia. Thousands of us did so, and thousands 
more would have done so if they  had not thought of the girl they had 
left behind them, only to find out on their or our return the girl engaged 
or married to some cold-footed waster. 
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The Minister for Agriculture: That is a libel on Western Australia. 
 
Mrs COWAN: That is the complaint. He also says - 

 
I think the under-mentioned scheme could be worked-a Government 
matrimonial bureau, a farmer requiring wife deposits £5 so that all 
applicants would be genuine, deposit refunded on presentation of 
marriage lines. 

 
Hon. P. Collier: More State Enterprises. 
 
Mrs COWAN: The letter continues - 
 

Special agent told off to secure women for the country in Great Britain 
and Ireland. Women must be a certain standard, not weeds.  It is a 
soldier who is writing and his letter is a genuine one. 

 
Hon. P. Collier: How many pages does it run into? 
 
Mrs COWAN: I was away when the letter arrived but it was answered by my 
daughter. I do not know if I am in order, but it does seem to me that members should 
give me a fair deal. There is always a considerable amount of interruption and 
conversation in a loud tone when I am speaking. I do not wish to have to apologise 
to the House in any way, or to be obliged to suggest that it is possible I am mistaken 
in thinking that members are other than gentlemen. I would, however, like a fairer 
hearing than members seem to be giving a women. I must therefore appeal to you, 
Mr Chairman, to see that I do get a hearing. 
 
The Chairman: I will see that the hon. Member is not interrupted. 
 
Mrs COWAN: In my daughter’s reply to the writer of this letter she advises him to 
apply to the Immigration Auxiliary. She also advises him to get certain books, and 
quotes Kipling to him. Her  reply to her is as follows :- 
 

I can see that you are not too clear regarding my object in writing the 
letter to your mother. I will explain more fully. It is not the fact that we 
are lonely. I say “we” because I am speaking for hundreds more in a 
like position. The fact is we because I am speaking for hundreds more 
in a like position. The fact is we are battling along on our own. Just 
imagine this programme-5 a.m.: feed horse and stock: 5.30; start 
cooking breakfast, fried bacon and eggs and water; finish breakfast, 
6.15; groom and harness horses, 6.45; arrive in the field, 7 a.m; 11.30 
start for home; 11.45 feed up stock: start cooking dinner, 12 p.m. finish 
dinner 1 p.m. 

 
He then gives the programme for the day, and continues- 
 

Sunday: 7 a.m water and feed up, groom horses, cook breakfast, clean 
up house, wash clothes, dinner 1.30.  One hardly wonders that he 
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should want a woman to do all this for him.  Mend harness and general 
repairs around homestead. 

 
Mr Mann: You would not expect a woman to mend harness?      
 
Mrs COWAN: No, He says further - 
 

Feed stock, tea, feed up and bed. You will observe I have 1 1/4 hours a 
day to myself. By being married one can save 20 hours a week, or six 
weeks for the year. 

 
Mr Marshall: It shows what he knows about married life. 
 
Mrs COWAN: He goes on - 
 

It is only the fact that I have spent £300 on the place in addition to 
Agricultural Bank advance that I am anxious to hang on.  

 
 He then speaks of a married couple who had decided to take the place on, and he 
says - 
 

It makes one ashamed of his own countrywomen to see diggers wives 
going where the Australian girl will not go. 

 
He states that he tried on two occasions to get married. The first time the girl said 
she would not face things in such a God-forsaken hole, and on the second occasion 
the father of the other girl said it was no good to him because there was no sort of 
comfort for his daughter. He then continues - 
 

In your letter you say that books and papers are sent to the settlers. 
Don’t you think they would  be a poor substitute for a wife? 

 
Hon. P. Collier: Poor lonely darling, mother’s boy! 
 
Mrs COWAN: He goes on to say - 

 
If you suggest a better arrangement than the one I made out, I will be 
ready to hear from you. 

 
The Minister for Agriculture: He is a pretty miserable specimen. 
 
Mrs COWAN: He says he is the a man; I hope he is. He continues - 

 
Tell your mother that if she does what I suggest re starting a State 
matrimonial bureau, she will have no trouble in getting in for one of the 
country districts, as the men and their wives would vote for her to a 
man or woman. 

 
Hon. P. Collier: There is your chance. 
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Mrs COWAN: This is one of the worst complaints I have had regarding the troubles 
of the immigrants on the wheat belt, so they cannot be very badly used. I do not say 
this is one of the worst letters I have had in regard to troubles on the group 
settlements, but I shall come to that question at a later stage. When I was in the 
South-West I was asked if the Government would not do something to prevent the 
opossums from being killed and keep on the close season for a longer period. The 
people there wanted a close season for a year longer than the term proposed. I 
thought a longer period was to be allowed in future for a close season, one lasting 
for three years. The idea was later on, when the Government sustenance ceased 
and the settlers had to fend for themselves it would be profitable for them to trade in 
opossum skins, if regulations prevented people from killing them for a term of, say, 
three years. For the same reason it ought to be a good thing if the Government 
encouraged the growth of the boronia plant. Judging from the item printed in 
Saturday’s paper, a considerable amount can be made by the new settlers if they 
cultivate boronia plantation for themselves. The plant is growing wild over many 
acres of ground, and, if the people were encouraged to preserve the plant and 
instructed as to the necessity  for doing so, it would be a great help to them later on. 
On the whole it has been shown that things are better this year in the Colonial 
Secretary’s department, and I hope they will continue to be as satisfactory in the 
future. 
 
 
***[OTHER SPEAKERS] 
 
Hon W.C. Angwin:. 
 
[Comment with reference to Mrs Cowan, Hansard, p 1221). 
 
...The member for West Perth (Mrs Cowan), who I am sorry to see had gone out, 
expressed regret that she did not get fair play in this chamber. I say that no member 
has been shown more fairness than the member for West Perth. That hon.  Member 
should not forget that any person who comes to this House, man or women, is on 
equality with other persons hers. Every member irrespective of sex, is liable to be 
subjected to interjections. I consider that the member for West Perth has no grounds 
whatever to complain of her treatment in this Chamber. She expressed her strong 
sympathy with the unfortunate people who are placed in our mental institutions, but 
at the same time she declared that some position on the river was too good for them. 
`We have no right’, she said, to put these people on any piece on land that abuts on 
the river foreshore; they can be placed elsewhere’.... 
 
***[OTHER SPEAKERS] 
 
Mrs COWAN: There are plenty of water frontages along the river apart from Point 
Resolution. 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: Yes, from which nothing can be seen. At Callan Park one can 
see the motor cars running about the streets in the city. At Broughton Hall, not far 
from Callan Park, the patients have a view of the traffic in one of Sydney’s main 
thoroughfares. At Darlinghurst, right in the heart of the city, there is a hospital where 
people can go in and out as they desire. 
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Mrs COWAN: What is the objection to that sort of thing here? 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: The hon. Member said we should not take away the people’s 
playing ground. 
 
Mrs COWAN: We should not take away reserves set apart for the people. 
 
 
***[OTHER SPEAKERS] 
 
Mrs COWAN: One of the objects in getting the hospital is that they want people who 
will not require professional assistance. 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: They will require that assistance. 
 
Mrs COWAN: I am told they will not.  
 
The Colonial Secretary: Of course they will want someone to look after them. 
 
 
***[OTHER SPEAKERS] 
 
Hon. W.C. Angwin: That is so. It shows that while we preach that nothing is too good 
for the sick and the afflicted-nothing could be worse than mental affliction-our actions 
are not in accordance with what we preach. I never believed that Parliament would 
agree to give up Point Resolution for this purpose. It was because of that I did not 
take the Victorian Inspector General of the Insane to see Point Resolution. 
 
Mrs COWAN: There are other river frontages. 

Return to top
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTES, RAILWAYS, 
£2,235,000 

 
Legislative Assembly, 8 November, 1923,  

Hansard p. 1411. 
 
Mrs COWAN (West Perth) [7.41] I congratulate the Minister on the improvement in 
the railway finances. I would like to remind him that when I asked him a question last 
year regarding the railway crossing at Melbourne road, his answer was that when the 
finances improved something might be done. 
 
The Minister for Mines: I cannot give any promise now as I would be committing my 
successor. 
 
Mrs COWAN: The crossing there is a particularly dangerous one and it would be a 
matter of satisfaction to the public, even though the Minister intends to retire from 
politics, if he would give an assurance that something will be done. 
 
The Minister for Works: The money was voted and the land resumed years ago, so 
why has not something been done? 
 
Mrs COWAN: I was glad to hear the Minister announce that a reduction had been 
made in the freights for fruit. That is a wise move. I am sure an advantage will be 
reaped by the Commissioner as well as by the people in the metropolitan area. 
Cheap fruit is necessary for the children in particular and for the public in particular 
and for the public in general during the summer months and I commend the 
Commissioner and the Minister for this relief.   
 

Return to top
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTES, STATE 
HOTELS, £52,465 

 
Legislative Assembly, 20 November 1923,  

Hansard p. 1530. 
 
 

Mrs COWAN (West Perth) [10.26]: It has been extraordinary to hear such unedifying 
revelations as have been made regarding State hotels. When State hotels are 
conducted in such a manner, we can hardly wonder that a large section of the 
community favour prohibition. It makes one think that possibly the private hotels 
have not been any better inspected. I urge the Minister strongly in the interests of the 
men against whom members have spoken so strongly-the heads of the department-
and in the interests of the public to see that further inquiry is made. Otherwise, I 
cannot imagine that members of the House will be satisfied, and certainly the 
general public will not be satisfied. 

Return to top
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ESTIMATES: ANNUAL VOTES, RAILWAYS AND 
TRAMWAYS, £925,000 

 
Legislative Assembly, 27 November 1923,  

Hansard p. 1623. 
 
 
Mrs COWAN (West Perth) [4.45]: Earlier in the session I asked the Minister for 
Railways for an assurance that when a tramway was constructed to the Perth City 
council endowment lands, it would not be taken past the Thomas-street school. That 
route would involve expensive cuttings, to say nothing of endangering the lives of the 
school children. The Minister asked me to defer the matter until the Loan Estimates 
were considered, and I should like to know whether the Government are prepared to 
give an assurance. 
 
The Premier (Hon. Sir James Mitchell-Northam) [4.47]: A tramway to serve the 
endowment lands must go in the direction indicated, but if it can be taken by another 
route, that will be done. The matter will receive consideration. 
 

Return to top
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