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Legislative Assembly

Wednesday 9 April 2025

The Speaker (Mr Stephen Price) took the chair at 12:00 pm, acknowledged country and read prayers.
TREASURER'S ADVANCE AUTHORISATION BILL 2025
Appropriations
Message from the Governor received and read recommending appropriations for the purposes of the bill.
ACTING SPEAKERS
Statement

The Speaker (Mr Stephen Price) (12:01 pm): I have another message—I have a few, actually. This one is
regarding the appointment of Acting Speakers. I advise that I have reappointed the members for Dawesville and
Rockingham as Acting Speakers for the present session. I anticipate that new members from both sides of the
chamber will be appointed as Acting Speakers in the coming weeks.

PARLIAMENTARY INFORMATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
Statement

The Speaker (Mr Stephen Price) (12:02 pm): As some members may know, the Parliament has been developing
a new parliamentary information management system, which will replace the long-serving POWAnet as the
primary way that all members of the Legislative Assembly will find information about Parliament online. Phase 1
of the project is now live, which means that all members now have a separate portal and dashboard through which
they can access parliamentary records and other information. The portal will also become the sole mechanism for
members to edit their Hansard transcripts. Representatives from Parliament's ICT project team will be available
today between 12 noon and 2:00 pm and tomorrow between 9:00 am and 12 noon to assist with the set-up and
answer any questions. Please consult any member of the LA team for the details.

JOHN SCHLANK—CRAFTSMAN OF THE MACE
Statement

The Speaker (Mr Stephen Price) (12:03 pm): I have another statement regarding the descendants of the Mace's
craftsman, Salis Schlank. Members, I draw your attention to the Speaker's gallery, where we are honoured to be
joined today by Mr John Schlank and Mr Will Schlank, direct descendants of Salis Schlank, the craftsman behind
our Mace, the oldest parliamentary Mace in Australia. Salis Schlank was South Australia's leading medal maker
of his time. He established a factory in Adelaide, named in honour of his wife, Laura Beaver, where the Mace was
meticulously crafted. The Mace was designed by jewelling prodigy Vincent Edward Nesbit at a cost of £70. It was
commissioned by the Western Australian State Works Department in 1887 and is made of silver with gold gilt. It
was first used in the Legislative Council in 1888 and was transferred, along with the Sergeant-at-Arms, to the
newly established Legislative Assembly in 1890. We warmly welcome the Schlanks and thank them for their
connection to this enduring symbol of our parliamentary heritage.

PAPERS TABLED
Papers were tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house.
TEMPORARY ORDER
Notice of motion
Mr David Michael (Leader of the House) gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move:
That the following temporary order applies for 2025:
(1) The house will meet on Tuesdays at 1:00 pm.
2) If required to sit beyond 7:00 pm on Tuesday, the Speaker will advise the house accordingly.
3) Standing orders are suspended to the extent necessary to affect these arrangements.
TEMPORARY ORDER—MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
Notice of motion
Mr David Michael (Leader of the House) gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move:

That the following temporary order in relation to members' statements applies for 2025:
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(1) Standing order 147 be replaced by the following:
Members' statements

147. Once in each sitting week, at a time decided by the Speaker, up to eight members, other
than a minister, may make a statement not exceeding two minutes.

TEMPORARY ORDER—DIVISIONS
Notice of motion
Mr David Michael (Leader of the House) gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move:
That the following temporary order, amending standing order 139 relating to divisions, applies for 2025:

Procedure for division
139. When a division has been called for—

€)) Strangers will withdraw from the chamber.

2 The Speaker will order the division bells to be rung.

3) The Speaker will state the question and direct members to exit the chamber
and re-enter through the door behind the Speaker's chair.

@) The Speaker will direct the 'Ayes' to pass to the right of the chair and the 'Noes'
to pass to the left of the chair to be marked off as they pass the Clerks' Table.

&) The Speaker will appoint at least one teller for each side.

(6) After voting, members may either resume their seat or leave the chamber.

@) Voting will continue until the Speaker is satisfied that all members present
have voted.

®) The tellers will sign their respective list, and the Speaker will declare the result
of the division.

©) Standing Orders are suspended to the extent necessary to affect these
arrangements.

The Speaker (Mr Stephen Price) (12:06 pm): Members, just for your information, until such time as the
temporary order that alters the procedure for divisions is in place, divisions will proceed in accordance with the
procedure in the standing orders, including that the doors will be locked after the bells have rung for two minutes.
For previous members and new members, that means you will have to come inside the chamber and sit on your
side of the chamber to be counted by the tellers—not the COVID-inspired change that the Leader of the House
just spoke about. It is the old method. Come inside and go to the side of the house that is the yes or the no vote.

ARTHUR LESLIE LEGGETT OAM—TRIBUTE
Brief ministerial statement

Mr Paul Papalia (Secret Harbour—Minister for Veterans) (12:07 pm): It is with deep regret that I bring to the
chamber's attention the passing of Arthur Leslie Leggett OAM, Western Australia's oldest surviving prisoner of
war from the Second World War, who passed away peacefully on Sunday at the age of 106, surrounded by family.
As a fellow veteran, I am deeply honoured to pay tribute to Arthur's extraordinary life. Arthur was a proud
Australian, a loyal soldier, and a member of the greatest generation, who volunteered for the world's largest
conflict. He defined the values of service, resilience and quiet strength. Born in Sydney on 8 September 1918,
Arthur moved to Perth at age 14 and worked during the Depression to help support his family as a messenger, a
boilermaker's assistant and a timekeeper. When war broke out in 1939, he enlisted in the 2nd/11th Infantry
Battalion of the Second Australian Imperial Force. Although he was measured just 5 foot 3 inches—half an inch
short of the minimum requirement—Arthur stood on his tiptoes during his medical, trying to qualify. Arthur was
trained as a signaller and was responsible for crucial communications between companies and battalion
headquarters. He served in the Middle East, fighting in Libya, Greece and Crete, enduring the punishing extremes
of desert warfare and never wavering in his duties. In 1941, Arthur was captured while defending the Retimo
airfield in Crete. He was marched over mountainous terrain without food or water, then transported across Europe
to Stalag 7A in Germany, a prisoner of war camp overcrowded with Allied soldiers and frequently under threat
from Allied bombing. One of his greatest personal hardships was learning, while imprisoned, that his father had
passed away, and knowing that he could not return home.

After nearly four years in captivity, Arthur was liberated by United States forces and returned home via England
and New Zealand. He was discharged from the Australian military forces on 6 December 1945. Like many of his
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generation, returning to civilian life came with new challenges. While working as a welder, Arthur was often
overcome by wartime memories.

Arthur served with distinction as President of the Ex-Prisoners of War Association of Western Australia,
dedicating his later years to honouring the legacy of his fellow POWs and advocating for veteran welfare. It is
fitting that Arthur was able to be present for the Battle of Crete memorial dedication ceremony in May last year.
He never missed an opportunity to pay tribute to his fellow veterans.

On behalf of the Western Australian Government, I extend our deepest condolences to Mr Leggett's family, friends
and comrades. He will be sorely missed.

The Premier extended an offer of a state funeral to Arthur's family to honour his life and legacy. I am pleased that
the family has accepted this offer, allowing the public the opportunity to pay their respects to a truly inspirational
Western Australian.

Vale Arthur Leggett.

The Speaker: Thank you, minister. I also pass on my condolences to Sue and Maureen and the family of Arthur.
Arthur was a constituent of mine and an absolutely amazing guy. I am really sorry about your loss. I also welcome
Ray Galliott, who is the secretary of the Ex-Prisoners of War Association of WA, as well. It is great to have you
all here. I am sorry about the circumstances.

HEALTH PORTFOLIO
Brief ministerial statement

Ms Meredith Hammat (Girrawheen—Minister for Health) (12:11 pm): I rise today to outline our government's
plan for a new era in health with our team approach to this critical portfolio. We know that Western Australia has
the strongest economy in the nation, which means that more people from interstate and overseas want to work and
live here. Our population growth has been so strong that it is as if the entire population of the Northern Territory
moved to WA in the last few years alone. That growth, coupled with an ageing population that brings more
complex medical matters, means there is no doubt that we need to manage this increased demand throughout our
hospitals. Our team approach is the best way to do that.

As Minister for Health and the lead minister, I will drive our health system to deliver affordable and accessible
health care to all Western Australians. I will also chair the cabinet health coordination committee, which will
oversee our team approach and drive collaboration between ministers to get the best outcomes for our community.
The Minister for Health Infrastructure will build our hospitals to increase capacity and bring more beds into the
system. The Minister for Aged Care and Seniors will lead efforts to improve access to aged-care beds and support
the timely discharge of our largest cohort of patients. The Minister for Preventative Health will drive long-term
initiatives to keep people well and out of hospital, and the Minister for Medical Research will lead our research
and innovation efforts.

Taking a team approach to health demonstrates how important this portfolio is to the Cook Labor government.
Because we know we have work to do, we have a big agenda. We are strengthening our health system by investing
in hospitals, increasing our health workforce and building the new women's and babies' hospital. We are
spearheading nation-leading reforms to tackle ambulance ramping. Cutting-edge initiatives like the State Health
Operations Centre and the WA virtual emergency department will support patients coming into our hospitals. We
are also delivering more options to safely transition patients who are stuck in hospital beds. We have already added
more than 800 beds to our health system in the past three years—that is the equivalent of a new Fiona Stanley
Hospital. We are investing more than $4.3 billion in capital expenditure over the next four years, with another
hospital-worth of beds in the pipeline.

There is a lot more to do and we do not shy away from the big task ahead. The Premier has been clear: it is time
for a new era in health, and that is exactly what we will deliver, because we will always do what is right for WA.

DUTIES AMENDMENT BILL 2025
Introduction and first reading
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr David Michael (Minister for Finance), and read a first time.
Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister.
Second reading speech
Mr David Michael (Balcatta—Minister for Finance) (12:14 pm): I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

This bill amends the Duties Act 2008 to implement the Cook government's election commitments to increase the
transfer duty concession for first home buyers and to expand and extend the off-the-plan duty concession.
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Currently, first home buyers purchasing a home pay no transfer duty on properties valued at less than $450,000
and pay a reduced rate of duty on properties valued between $450,000 and $600,000. First home buyers purchasing
vacant land pay no transfer duty on land valued at less than $300,000 and pay a reduced rate on land valued
between $300,000 and $400,000.

Under the proposed changes, no duty will be payable on homes valued up to $500,000, saving eligible first home
buyers nearly $18,000. A reduced rate of duty will apply to homes valued between $500,000 and $700,000 inside
the Perth and Peel regions, and to homes valued between $500,000 and $750,000 outside those regions.
Additionally, first home buyers purchasing vacant land to build their first home will pay no duty on land valued
up to $350,000, and a reduced rate of duty will apply to land valued between $350,000 and $450,000. These
changes will benefit around 22,000 first home buyers over the next four years, with roughly 8,000 of them no
longer paying any transfer duty when buying their first home or vacant land to build their first home.

In a further boost to housing affordability, the bill also expands the off-the-plan duty concession, which was due
to expire on 30 June 2025. Under the changes, the concession will be extended to 30 June 2026. The thresholds
for the off-the-plan duty concession will also be lifted by $100,000. This means that a 100% concession capped at
$50,000 will be available for properties valued up to $750,000 that are purchased before construction commences.
This will be an increase from $650,000. The concession will phase down to a 50% concession for properties valued
above $850,000, capped at $50,000, which will be an increase from $750,000. For properties purchased while
under construction, a 75% duty concession capped at $50,000 will be available for properties valued up to
$750,000, which is an increase from $650,000. The concession will phase down to 37.5% for under-construction
properties valued above $850,000, capped at $50,000, which will be an increase from $750,000. The off-the-plan
duty concession will also be expanded to purchases of townhouses or villas in a strata or community titles building
scheme for the first time. This will further boost housing density, increase housing choice and provide more options
for seniors to downsize.

The changes to the first home buyers and off-the-plan duty concessions apply to purchases from 21 March 2025.
I will use the pre-enactment provisions in the Taxation Administration Act 2003 to allow the concessions to be
administered once the revenue system changes are implemented, before the bill is passed. Any agreements entered
into from 21 March 2025 that were assessed using the previous thresholds will be reassessed to take the changes
into account, with a refund available for eligible buyers who settle prior to the delivery of the systems. The
associated explanatory memorandum contains further details on the amendments.

I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Liam Staltari.
TREASURER'S ADVANCE AUTHORISATION BILL 2025
Notice of motion to introduce
Resolved, on motion by Mr David Michael (Leader of the House):
That bill notice of motion 2 be postponed to a later stage of this day's sitting.
Standing orders suspension
Mr David Michael (Balcatta—Leader of the House) (12:19 pm): [ move:

That so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the Treasurer's Advance
Authorisation Bill 2025 to be dealt with while the Address-in-Reply has priority, and for the bill to
proceed without delay between the stages.

Ms Libby Mettam (Vasse—Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (12:19 pm): The opposition will be supporting
the suspension of standing orders to accommodate the Treasurer's Advance Authorisation Bill 2025, which will
advance, as I understand it, an additional $1.93 billion to make the Treasurer's advance limit just over $3 billion.
The Treasurer's advance is set by the Financial Management Act 2006.

This is the most significantly resourced government in terms of revenue and its sheer number of members in this
house. We note the extraordinary efforts made to advance this bill and to suspend standings orders in this way.
Our shadow Treasurer was given 48 hours' notice to be briefed on the bill and the motion moved in this place to
enable us to debate the bill ahead of inaugural speeches. The opposition will approach this piece of legislation in
the same manner in which it will approach all legislation—that is, an approach that is in the best interests of
Western Australians. We understand that this legislation as proposed by the government will enable the services
of government to go forward, which is why we support the suspension of standing orders. Our shadow Treasurer,
as well as other opposition members, will ask some fair questions about the bill. We do not intend to hold up the
legislation any further than is necessary, but we will give it proper scrutiny, albeit given its rushed manner and the
short notice we have had. I will leave my comments there. We support the suspension of standing orders and look
forward to debate on the bill.
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Mr David Michael (Balcatta—Leader of the House) (12:22 pm) in reply: I thank the manager of opposition
business for supporting the suspension motion. Obviously, bills like this in the past, whether loan bills or Treasury
bills, have been normal in this chamber, with at least one or two of them being debated a year. This is no different.
It will enable the machinery of Treasury to get on with providing services for Western Australians. In terms of the
timing of this bill, the main reason the government wants to deal with it now is so that it can get going and provide
student assistance payments for Western Australian families with kids at school across the state. We know how
successful it was last time. I am sure that the member for Vasse knows how very important it is to local families
within her electorate to get this going. That is the reason we are doing the bill this week. I thank the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition for her support of the suspension motion.

Question put and passed.
Introduction and first reading
Bill introduced, on motion by Ms Rita Saffioti (Treasurer), and read a first time.
Explanatory memorandum presented by the Treasurer.
Second reading speech
Ms Rita Saffioti (West Swan—Treasurer) (12:23 pm): I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

This bill seeks to increase the Treasurer's advance limit for 2024-25 by $1.93 billion from the currently approved
limit of $1.08 billion to $3.01 billion.

The Treasurer's advance authorises the Treasurer to draw funds from the consolidated account for amounts that
were not factored into the budget appropriation acts. This allows for the release of central funding for items that
exceed the appropriated budget or new items that have been determined as needing to be reflected in the current
year that emerged after the budget bills were introduced to Parliament. It also provides for short-term repayable
advances to agencies for working capital and similar purposes.

The annual Treasurer's advance limit is set automatically by section 29(1) of the Financial Management Act 2006
and is calculated as 3% of the amount appropriated in the previous financial year. For 202425, this equates to a
Treasurer's advance limit of $1.08 billion. If this automatic limit proves insufficient, section 29(3) of the FMA
allows the Treasurer's advance limit to be increased by way of a Treasurer's advance authorisation act.

The 2024-25 Pre-election Financial Projections Statement projected that a total of $2.51 billion is expected to be
drawn against recoverable advances, excesses and new items in 2024-25, exceeding the currently approved
Treasurer's advance limit. Details of all expected drawdowns against the 2024-25 Treasurer's advance were
disclosed in appendix 4 of the 2024-25 Pre-election Financial Projections Statement and the 2024-25
Government Mid-year Financial Projections Statement. The most significant components of the $2.51 billion
forecast to be drawn against the Treasurer's advance include a $469.7 million funding increase for Synergy,
primarily to deliver the Commonwealth government's electricity rebates to households and eligible small
businesses; additional funding of $416.2 million for WA Health, mainly to support higher activity funding to
address price-related pressures and service expansion in hospitals; and $321.9 million for the Department of
Communities, primarily to meet increased demand for key services, particularly in the child protection system, as
well as to deliver additional affordable and social housing dwellings.

The approval of the appropriation for the items outlined in the 2024-25 Pre-election Financial Projections
Statement will not change the state's fiscal outlook as the financial impacts have already been reflected in that
publication. Consistent with previous bills, allowance is also made for any additional appropriation funding that
could materialise by 30 June 2025 either through the 2025-26 budget process or other unforeseen cashflow
requirements, such as funding emergency support for natural disasters. It is anticipated that the proposed increase
to the Treasurer's advance will provide sufficient capacity for the government to respond to emerging issues for
the remainder of 2024-25.

As with all previous bills, the increase in the Treasurer's advance provides the authority to meet higher funding
requirements, but it does not commit the state to any other additional spending. However, the Cook Labor
government has flagged that it intends to use funds authorised through the Treasurer's advance to enable the
payment of the second round of the WA student assistance payment in term 2 of this year. The passage of the bill
in this timeframe is necessary to enable the government to deliver this cost-of-living assistance to WA families
this financial year. Any unspent capacity on the Treasurer's advance will lapse on 30 June 2025, with actual
expenditure to be reported in the 2024-25 Annual Report on State Finances, which is to be released in September
2025.

As the authority for the release of excess funding needs to be in place before any such funds can be drawn during
the remainder of 202425, the passage of the bill is required as soon as possible. This urgency reflects the later-
than-usual resumption of Parliament this year as a result of the state election.
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I commend the bill to the house.
Second reading

Ms Sandra Brewer (Cottesloe) (12:30 pm): Good afternoon. It is my honour to be elected as the member for
Cottesloe, and I thank the people of the electorate for placing their faith in me.

Though I rise as the shadow Treasurer on behalf of the opposition to speak on this bill, it is disappointing that I
have not had the opportunity to introduce myself properly to members in an inaugural speech. Perhaps the most
some members know about me is that [ was the Executive Director of the Property Council of Australia, Western
Australian Division. That is just one small element of a life filled with experiences that include the tragic, the
joyous and the momentous. But members will have to wait another day to hear all about that as the Treasurer has
an insatiable desire to spend the money of Western Australian taxpayers. So, here we are.

In considering this bill to advance just over $3 billion to the government, I want to put on the record that the first
time I saw the bill was around 12:30 pm on Monday and a briefing was provided at 2:45 pm. Much fuss has been
made of the fact that many on the opposition benches are new to this place, and we are proud to be new. I would
have anticipated a professional courtesy would be to provide a briefing with sufficient notice. Coming from the
corporate sector, a board being asked to support an advance of such a significant sum would rightly expect at least
seven business days to consider the merits of the proposal. I am curious about the standards of government it
intends to uphold in the 42nd Parliament to ensure good governance.

Several members interjected.
The Speaker: Order, members!
Ms Sandra Brewer: I quote the Premier:

We will continue to do what we've always done ... treat the parliament with respect, staying humble,
making sure that we undertake the process of government with respect for the parliament, and we'll continue
to do that regardless of the numbers ...

Is the failure to provide more notice of this bill consistent with the style of government in the pledge promised by
the Premier? Be humble, be respectful and return the trust that Western Australians have placed in you. Should I
ever take office as Treasurer, I will uphold myself to stronger standards than providing the shadow Treasurer
48 hours notice of this rushed appropriation bill. I cannot trust that the government will not try this again given its
track record on these, but I challenge the Treasurer to do her due diligence in the next budget so we can avoid the
necessity of an urgent Treasurer's advance authorisation bill.

Getting to the substance of the bill's proposal of a further $1.926 billion in addition to the Treasurer's advance limit
of $1.18 billion set by section 29(1) of the Financial Management Act 2006, the opposition intends to support the
bill, recognising Western Australians are now expecting that these advancements will improve government service
delivery.

Many Western Australians would be surprised to know that the amount sought today is more than that during the
COVID pandemic. It is amazing to consider the economic conditions of the pandemic—closed international and
state borders, a closure of hospitality and entertainment businesses, and the destruction to small businesses, which
I know the Leader of the Opposition saw in the City of Perth. The government did not go over budget by as much
then. The amount sought was $750 million, and today this Treasurer is seeking $1.93 billion for a range of over
70 items in the Pre-election Financial Projections Statement and the Government Mid-year Financial Projections
Statement. This provides a sense of the scale of the government's excess.

Part of the just over $3 billion Treasurer's advance is a generous allowance of $500 million for any unforeseen
spending that might materialise before 30 June. In just 82 days, the government has allocated half a billion dollars
for what might come—that is $6 million a day. I note that this money may not be spent. I encourage the government
to show restraint on behalf of Western Australian taxpayers, who have contributed more than ever to the state's
coffers. Tax revenues in the most recent Pre-election Financial Projections Statement reveal massive increases to
general government operating revenue. Compared with that of 2023-24, transfer duty is forecast to grow by
$544 million and payroll tax to grow by $476 million. Unfortunately, it is Western Australian families who are
paying record levels of stamp duty on their property purchases that for many will take years of mortgage
repayments to pay. The government is a beneficiary of the surge in tax receipts at the same time that WA families
are struggling to afford a home. The total amount to be forecast drawn against recoverable advances, excess and
new items in 2024-25 is now $2.507 billion. These items, of course, have been outlined in the midyear review and
the Pre-election Financial Projections Statement, and they include a range of spending items that did not appear
in the state budget.

I know that the Leader of the Opposition and my fellow shadow ministers will closely examine all the relevant
expenditure in their government portfolios and hold the government to account for wasteful spending. Ideally, the
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government would aspire to ensure accurate state budgets without the need for such excessive future advance
authorisations.

The member for Kalamunda, the shadow Minister for Police; Corrective Services; Youth, is very keen to look into
the revised appropriation limits for items 66, 68, 143 and 144 of the Pre-election Financial Projections Statement,
giving a total of $225 million to the Western Australia Police Force and justice portfolios. This government is
weak on crime and already playing catch-up to fund prison upgrades and the new youth detention centre,
committing $225 million beyond what was provided in the state budget for police and justice. The opposition
would never leave police and justice underfunded, and my colleague the member for Kalamunda will advocate
strongly to keep our community safe in this term.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition, our shadow Minister for Health, the member for Vasse, knows this
government has consistently fallen behind on health objectives and is now falling behind on funding. I am proud
of the work the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has done in the past term to hold members opposite to account
for the sake of people's lives. Of the 70 items added to the state budget and the midyear review and Pre-election
Financial Projections Statement, many are related to the health portfolio. I wish the new Minister for Health every
success in reducing ambulance ramping and delivering health services with the opposition's support of this extra
funding.

Our shadow Minister for Energy will take great interest in scrutinising item 6 in the midyear review, which is a
grant of $149.1 million to support Griffin Coal to ensure continuity of coal supply. He will also look closely at
item 113, which is $91.2 million to fund Synergy's investment in Collie, the second Kwinana battery energy
storage system, and item 114, which is for a range of Western Power electrical network asset upgrades. Given
Western Power's poor service levels in land development and residential projects, I expect our shadow Minister
for Housing and Homelessness, the member for Murray—Wellington, might also take a keen interest. It is most
surprising that upgrades to support residential land for housing development were added only after the finalisation
of the WA state budget, given that they are critical to housing supply. It seems pulling every lever does not include
funding for efficient power connections.

The shadow Minister for Education, the member for Carine, has a passion for ensuring all Western Australian
children can get the education and support that they need to thrive. He will closely monitor the additional
investments in primary schools and the Roebourne District High School to ensure that we do not see cost blowouts,
which have been common in the administration of the asset investment program.

With so many parts of government affecting the conditions for small business, I know my colleague the member
for Nedlands and shadow Minister for Small Business will talk to business owners and seek their views on the
additional impost of payroll taxes as their businesses grow and employ more people. I remind members that the
Treasurer is enjoying an increase of $476 million in payroll tax receipts in the Pre-election Financial Projections
Statement when compared with that of the previous year.

A political mentor of mine shared with me an important value when he wrote to me saying that what is important
is not what government spends, but what it achieves. With this bill, the government is proposing to spend on cost-
of-living relief, and that is because of what it has failed to achieve. This government, despite booming iron ore
revenues, property and payroll taxes, has failed to care for the most needy in our society, and it has contributed to
the cost-of-living crisis through elevated excessive public spending. At a time when the government could have
taken less from Western Australian taxpayers, it has taken more and more.

One of the most substantial costs borne by families is the cost of housing, and after eight years of Labor, housing
affordability has deteriorated to levels lower than 2014, according to the Housing Industry Association's housing
affordability index. Its December 2024 report said that regional Queensland, South Australia and Western
Australia have seen the steepest decline in affordability, and compared to its 20-year average, the index in Perth
has worsened by 30.3%. The Western Australian Council of Social Service in December 2024 stated:

Dramatic increases in rental prices have subsumed and outpaced any income growth, leaving low-income
families unable to stretch the household budget to cover the cost of the basics.

Western Australian families with mortgages are making higher monthly repayments as the Reserve Bank of
Australia grapples with managing high inflation in Australia. The RBA's job is much harder thanks to elevated
government spending. The economist Shane Oliver said in a report to the federal Parliament:

... the RBA's job would be a lot easier if they didn't have the surge in government spending that has been
occurring over the last few years. It's like two forces operating in different directions ...

In Western Australia, let us look at what the Treasurer is overseeing. She has abandoned any pretence of trying to
be part of a national effort to drive down inflation. Public spending is forecast to grow by 10.5% this financial
year, equating to more than $4.3 billion in expense growth in one year alone.

I cannot conclude my thoughts on the Treasurer's Advance Authorisation Bill 2025 without mentioning the
massive Metronet blowouts with ghost trains that have come at a great cost to Western Australians, rising state
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debt, persistent inflation and a housing shortage caused by a lack of workers as the construction workforce has
been absorbed on these projects. The fixation on Metronet has resulted in Western Australians being short-changed
in critical areas like health and education. Costs have blown out on Metronet because the government consistently
chooses to expand the scope, make expensive additions and push to meet politically driven deadlines. The
opposition is determined to expose these poor decisions, hold the government to account and ensure value for
money for Western Australian taxpayers. | reiterate: the opposition intends to support this bill knowing that
Western Australians expect this advancement—a further $1.9 billion in addition to the $4.3 billion that was spent
in excess of the previous year—to improve government services. Western Australians should feel confident that
the opposition alliance has their best interests at heart. We will hold the government to account for not just what it
spends, but what it achieves.

Mr Basil Zempilas (Churchlands—Leader of the Opposition) (12:42 pm): I rise on behalf of the opposition to
speak on the Treasurer's Advance Authorisation Bill 2025. I thank the shadow Treasurer for her outstanding
contribution. At the outset, let me be clear, as the shadow Treasurer has been, that the opposition will not stand in
the way of the passage of this bill. We understand that the government must have the ability to meet its financial
obligations up to 30 June, whether that be to pay nurses, police officers and teachers, or to ensure that the lights
stay on in our public hospitals and schools. The functioning of the state cannot be jeopardised. However,
supporting the passage of this bill does not mean giving the Cook Labor government a free pass. We will not do
that—far from it. We are here to scrutinise, challenge and shine a light on what has become an annual ritual. Let
me detail that annual ritual: a government flush with cash yet constantly coming back to Parliament and asking,
like Oliver Twist, for more.

This year, the Treasurer is seeking an increase of $1.9 billion to the Treasurer's advance, which brings the total to
just over an eye-watering $3 billion. That is nearly three times the automatic amount provided under section 29(1)
of the Financial Management Act 2006, which was already a substantial $1.08 billion for 2024-25. This is the
sixth consecutive year that the Labor government has sought to increase the Treasurer's advance limit. Year after
year, despite record revenues from GST reform and royalties, this government has found itself short. How can that
be? Each time we are told that this is necessary and that it is responsible. We are told that it is about flexibility,
but it really reflects a disturbing lack of fiscal discipline.

Let us recall some facts, members. In 2016—17 under the previous Liberal government, the Treasurer's advance
limit was $632 million, of which only $427 million was used. That is what responsible budgeting looks like; to
spend within one's means and use the advance for genuine contingencies. I will compare that with what we have
seen under this Labor government, a $1 billion increase in 2019-20—

Several members interjected.

Mr Basil Zempilas: I will go on. In 2021 it was $750 million.

The Speaker: Leader of the Opposition, can you just sit for a minute. We have a point of order.

Ms Rita Saffioti interjected.

The Speaker: Treasurer! We have a point of order and points of order will be heard in silence, thank you.
Point of order

Mr Liam Staltari: I refer to standing order 95 that refers to interjections. The Leader of the Opposition is entitled
to be heard without interjections.

The Speaker: Thank you, member. I will not uphold that point of order but if we can hear the Leader of the
Opposition in a bit more silence, that would be appreciated. Carry on, Leader of the Opposition.

Proceeding resumed

Mr Basil Zempilas: Thank you, Mr Speaker. That was very kind of you and much appreciated. I will go back to
where I was.

I will compare that with what we have seen under this Labor government. We saw a $1 billion increase in 2019—
20; a $750 million increase in 2020-21; a $1.5 billion increase in 2021-22; a record $2.3 billion increase in 2023—
24; and a $1.9 billion increase in 2024-25. Looking at this year alone, that is a 177% increase over the original
2024-25 Treasurer's advance limit of $1.08 billion. It is astounding that this has occurred during a time of
economic boom and when the government is boasting about record surpluses and its economic management of the
state's finances. How can a government that claims to be running a strong budget need an additional $1.9 billion
cash advance to meet its commitments? How can it be? What is more astounding is that this year's Treasurer's
advance increase is greater than any increase, as highlighted by the shadow Treasurer, during the height of the
COVID-19 pandemic when extraordinary public health and economic measures were genuinely required.

We are told that the Government Mid-year Financial Projections Statement and the Pre-election Financial
Projections Statement explains where the money is going. However, those documents account for only $2.5 billion,
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leaving a $500 million buffer, apparently, that is equal to almost half the original TA amount to cover less than
three months. This alone raises more questions than answers. This government has already burned through an extra
$2.5 billion in just 221 days. That is more than $11.3 million every day from the Treasurer's advance and now it
is asking for another $500 million as a buffer, just in case. Yet, incredibly, the Treasurer wants us to believe that
not a single cent of that additional $500 million has been spent between 7 February and today. Let me repeat that,
members. Over a 61-day period, this government claims to have drawn nothing from that half a billion dollars that
it says is urgently needed. What decisions have been made since the release of the Pre-election Financial
Projections Statement? How much of this extra funding is already committed, whether quietly or otherwise, to
cover cost blowouts and mismanaged projects? History tells us that this is exactly what happens. Under this
government, cost overruns are not the exception; they are the rule. Just look at Metronet. It is a project that has
now become a multibillion-dollar black note.

We have seen delay after delay and blowout after blowout. Absent of accountability, the ghost trains ride out deep
into the suburbs. Let us not forget the Auditor General's report. Do members remember the Auditor General's
report? It showed that major transport projects under this Treasurer's portfolio had the worst cost overruns and
delays. Is it no wonder that we see this government scrambling for more cash at the end of every financial year?
Let me be absolutely clear: we are not opposing the idea of a Treasurer's advance; it is a necessary mechanism,
and we accept that. It allows government to be flexible in the face of genuine emergencies. However, it was never
meant to be an annual slush fund for fixing bad budgeting. In fact, the Financial Management Act makes that clear.
The Treasurer's advance exists to allow for advances for unforeseen and urgent purposes—I have it written down;
it says so in my notes—and not to bail out a Treasurer who cannot stick to their own spending plan.

Where is the transparency and accountability? The Treasurer owes this Parliament and, more importantly, the
people of Western Australia a detailed and transparent explanation of how we got to the figure of $3 billion. If the
government has nothing to hide, it should have no problem laying out every cent of its proposed spend in clear
detail. Instead, we were handed vague summaries and asked to trust the government. Just like in 2024 and the
years before that, we will be asking serious questions during consideration in detail. We want some answers
because at the end of the day, we are not talking about the government's money; it is the people's money. Taxpayers,
families, small businesses and communities right across the state of Western Australia deserve better than lazy
budgeting and last-minute fixes.

So, yes, Mr Speaker, we support this bill because we will not put at risk the wages of frontline workers or the
delivery of essential services to Western Australia. But we will do so while demanding transparency, accountability
and better financial management.

Mr Shane Love (Mid-West—Leader of the Nationals WA) (12:52 pm): I also rise to speak to the Treasurer's
Advance Authorisation Bill 2025, which has been introduced to the house. We are all sitting in this chamber in
anticipation of learning exactly where the money has been going. We know that in normal circumstances the
Treasurer has access to over $1 billion under the Financial Management Act, yet the government has asked for an
advance of $1.926 billion, being the overrun of what was budgeted for about a year ago, bringing the total to
$3 billion plus.

Recently in the newspaper we read that the Treasurer claimed to be a conservative Treasurer and had conservative
budgeting at her heart. That could be interpreted as a very good thing but what we are seeing with the succession
of Treasurer's advance bills over the years is a deliberate attempt to hide the amount of money that the government
intends to spend over 12 months. If we look back over the last few years, we can see that a considerable number
of requests have come to Parliament because of a consistent under-allocation of budget resources year after year
to carry out what the government surely has in mind for its annual expenditures. That has become a pattern under
this Labor government. It began during the COVID pandemic and it continues today.

In 2022, the government requested $2.3 billion; in 2023, it was $2.1 billion; and in 2024, it was $1.5 billion—a
sum of $5.9 billion across the three bills. If we add the amount asked for this year, the government is asking the
Parliament for $7.8 billion. The government is seeking funding in excess of the amount that is ordinarily available
to the Treasurer to carry out its business. This government has consistently got its budgeting wrong. The budget
process is coming up soon. | am sure that many members would have noted that the parliamentary calendar shows
that budget estimates will be held in the first week of July. That means that in the normal scheme of things, I expect
the budget to be handed down sometime in June. I hope this time the government makes a genuine attempt to get
the budget right and to be honest with the people of Western Australia about what is going to be in that budget.
We know that has not been the case to now.

I am looking at the member for Albany. He has not yet made his inaugural speech. As of Tuesday, he did not even
have an email address and he has not been allocated an office, yet we have been recalled to Parliament with the
expectation that members, who have not been provided the resources they need to carry out their job, are to
consider this type of legislation. The earlier sitting of Parliament was not about the situation relating to duties; it
was about the government's under-allocation of resources and overspend. It needed to come to this place to
introduce a Treasurer's advance bill to cover the money it has already committed. It is making up stories about
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needing to do that to pay students assistance allowances in term 2. Had the government been responsible and kept
within the parameters of the Financial Management Act, it would have had enough money in the kitty to pay for
that anyway. It is an absolute furphy.

This government has called members of Parliament to come together when some of them have not even been given
the resources to carry out their job. They have not had the chance to engage staff. Some members do not even have
an office. For some reason, the office that was vacated by the former member for Albany has not been made
available. The new member still does not have the keys. What is going on? It is ridiculous. If we need to know
what is required in Western Australia, it is responsible government. What we are seeing from this government is
anything but responsible. This government has become lackadaisical in its budgeting processes. It thinks it is okay
to have cost overruns and come back to this place and ask for a few billion dollars here and a few billion dollars
there. It should go out to the taxpayers in this state and say, "What is a few billion here and a few billion there" to
the people who are actually struggling to pay their rent and keep their household costs down because they do not
have a kitty worth hundreds of thousands of dollars for their household. They cannot say to their bank, "Please,
sir, give me some money. We've misjudged our budget." It does not work like that in real life. It is only in this
place where someone can claim to be the world's greatest at something and still get it wrong consistently year after
year, which is exactly what the Treasurer has done and what her predecessor did in the same role.

I am the one who has stood in this place on most of those occasions and interrogated Treasurers on these matters
during consideration in detail. Some of the mistakes that have been made are eye-watering. We can go back to
what occurred with the rapid antigen tests. I think $500 million was spent on purchasing RATs, most of which
ended up in the tip. Honestly, I think someone put a zero on the end of the order and we ended up with something
like $520 million worth of RATs instead of $52 million worth. That had to be the case; normal procurement could
not possibly be that slack. Hang on! Actually, this government did allow the Western Australian Electoral
Commission to spend $86 million without any oversight. Maybe that is the way it operates. We are now getting
an understanding of just how this mob goes about its work. It is a disgrace. I think it is entirely appropriate that we
hold the government to account in this chamber and ask the difficult questions of the Treasurer, who is also the
Minister for Transport, and who is also responsible for most of the cost overruns. Funny about that. Who is holding
the transport minister to account? Oh, well, that does not happen, except in this place, with the opposition calling
the government to account year after year for its cost overruns and inability to keep to the budgets that it has
already proclaimed.

As the Leader of the Opposition and the shadow Treasurer have said, we will support the passage of this bill
because we know that we cannot de-fund the state; we have to pay the bills of people who have put themselves
out there, provided services and tendered contracts. They deserve to be paid and for that money to be made
available.

As for the parents who are waiting for student assistance, which was promised to them by the government, we are
not going to stand in the way of that. But it does not mean that we will not be asking questions throughout the
process. It does not mean that we believe in a process in which a government that feels it is appropriate to under-
allocate in its budget year after year can then come cap in hand to the Parliament because it got it wrong. That is
not responsible government; that is flawed government, and we will be holding it to account this year. I hope that
next year we do not need to do it, but I suspect that it will come looking for even more money.

With that, I will conclude my speech because other people would like to talk on this matter.

Mr Adam Hort (Kalamunda) (1:00 pm): I also rise today to speak on the Treasurer's Advance Authorisation Bill
2025. I am going to use this fancy piece of wood, if I may.

Before [ begin my remarks, may I take a moment to formally congratulate you on your ascension to Deputy Speaker
of the Western Australian Parliament. While customarily such acknowledgements are reserved for inaugural
speeches, given that this is my first opportunity to address the Assembly, I thought it appropriate to offer these
congratulations today.

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.

Mr Adam Hort: Today we are being asked to approve an extraordinary eye-watering increase to the Treasurer's
advance limit for the 2024-25 financial year of $1.9 billion on top of the existing $1.08 billion already available
under the Financial Management Act. This brings the total Treasurer's advance to over $3 billion—a rise to 9% of
appropriations and yet another sign of a government addicted to emergency top-ups. The opposition recognises
the importance of this legislation in ensuring the continued operation of government, and that is why we will
support the legislation.

We understand that the day-to-day delivery of essential public services must not be compromised by delays in
appropriations or legislative processes. It is not the role of this Parliament to obstruct the machinery of government.
We must ensure that our schools remain open and our hospitals continue to function, as much as they can, and that
the public sector can carry out its duties without unnecessary disruption. But, equally, it is the responsibility of the
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opposition to scrutinise the decisions of government, especially on the management of public finances. No
government, regardless of its majority, is exempt from accountability, and no matter how many times the Treasurer
may claim otherwise, the budgets handed down under her watch have not been free from scrutiny; nor should they
be. Let us not forget the near $14 billion this government has spent on Metronet—all at a time when our hospitals
are in crisis. I have worked in them; I have seen it. They are in crisis. Our frontline workers across all public sectors
are incredibly under-resourced. The cost-of-living crisis continues to plague every corner of our state. Western
Australians rightly expect their tax dollars to be spent wisely and transparently on the right priorities.

This advance of more than $3 billion raises serious concerns, so let us put this into perspective. Back in 2016-17
under the Barnett government, the entire Treasurer's advance limit was $632.4 million. Not only was that more
modest, but also the actual drawdown was just $427.4 million—well within what was authorised and used
responsibly. By contrast, this Labor government has made a habit of using Treasurer's advance authorisation bills
as a fallback for routine spending rather than for true emergencies.

If we take the time to dig into the midyear review, the breakdown of the $2.5 billion already spent under this
Treasurer's advance tells a very clear story about this government's priorities and where they fall short. As the
shadow Minister for Police, I am committed to holding the new police minister to account for not just the decisions
he makes going forward, but also the failures of his predecessor—and I do not use the word "failures" lightly. It is
quite clear why there is a new Minister for Police in this place. On one hand, $3.3 million was spent on a police
officer recruitment campaign, which is a figure that does more to highlight the Cook Labor government's failures
to meet its own promise of 950 new officers on the streets by mid-2024—where are they?—than it does to solve
the problem. Meanwhile, the Treasurer found it appropriate to sign off on $1.4 million in additional advertising
and ICT costs to prop up Labor's taxpayer-funded election gimmick in the Perth Zoo voucher scheme. That was
$1.4 million spent not on frontline services, hospitals or schools or on recruiting more police officers to staff our
chronically understaffed police districts, but on self-promotion. Then there was the $67.3 million handed to the
Public Transport Authority, much of which was spent not on service improvements or network upgrades, but on
interest payments. That is the cost of this government's reckless borrowing and its obsession with Metronet—a
project that is over budget and behind schedule. It is no wonder the government failed to meet its target of 950
officers last year when these are the figures we are seeing in the books.

I am not saying that millions of dollars in advertising will magically fix the number of police officers we have
working the beat. It will not. A significant amount of work is required to repair the morale issues, retention
problems and frontline burnout that are widespread across our police force. But when we look at where the
government is choosing to prioritise its spending, it naturally leads one to the conclusion that this government is
not spending money wisely or strategically. The real question is this. Labor has introduced a TAA bill six years in
arow. The current TA limit of $1.08 billion—$1,000 million—is already 71% larger than the 201617 level, but,
apparently, that is not enough. The government is now asking for an extra $1.9 billion, bringing the total to just
over $3 billion, despite no pandemic, no natural disaster and no economic crisis to justify it. We are told that
$2.5 billion has already been spent. On top of that, the government is requesting a further $500 million for potential
needs in the final three months of the financial year. It is barely that. This tells us one of two things: either this
government has once again underestimated its spending or it is using the Treasurer's advance to make its budget
papers look cleaner than the fiscal reality.

Let me be clear. This is not about denying flexibility in a fast-moving world. It is not. It is about discipline. It is
about accountability. The Treasurer's advance is not a blank cheque. It is not supposed to serve as a parallel budget
process, and it certainly should not be relied upon year after year to paper over poor planning and political
priorities.

On behalf of the people of Kalamunda, the Perth hills and all Western Australians who expect prudence and
transparency with public money, I call on the government to explain why this increase is necessary, what the funds
have actually been spent on and why, year after year, we are being asked to trust a process that is becoming less
transparent and more routine.

Ms Rita Saffioti (West Swan—Treasurer) (1:07 pm) in reply: I thank opposition members for their contributions
because it gives me the ability to give them a history lesson about the government finances of this state. First of
all, the Leader of the Opposition was all show and no substance. He claimed that the Barnett government lived
within its means. In his first test when discussing the economics and finances of this state, he stood up and told the
biggest mistruth—lie—that this Parliament has heard: the Barnett government lived within its means. Leader of
the Opposition, it did not. There was deficit after deficit after deficit. It did not. The Barnett government did not
live within its means. In his first test, he was all show and no substance—just like his whole history. He is all show
and no substance.

He is great at commentating, but when it comes to the facts, he has no idea, and that has been demonstrated in his
first performance today when he stood and claimed that the Barnett government lived within its means.
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It is totally incorrect; everyone in the state knows it but the Leader of the Opposition. Doesn't the Leader of the
Opposition know some basic facts? To stand up today and say that the Barnett government had lived within its
means! Like I said, go to any household in Western Australia and they will say how bad the Barnett Liberal
government did in relation to the finances. As we predicted, the first test of the Leader of the Opposition was all
show, no substance. He was unable to get across some basic facts, and the basic fact is that when the Liberal Party
was last in government, it trashed the joint. It wrecked the place. It took net debt from $3.6 billion to a projected
$44 billion. That is what the Liberal Party did at a time of massive revenue growth. The biggest iron ore expansion
in the state's history happened in those years, with massive revenue growth, and the Liberal Party trashed the joint,
operating deficit after deficit. The member for Churchlands has come to this place in his first test as Leader of the
Opposition and, as I said, it was all show. He was commentating again. There are basic facts. He was the showman
without the facts. We thought it would happen, but I could not believe that he did it the first time he stood up to
speak. In his first test he stood up to speak and it was all show and no facts—not understanding the record of his
own party. The showman does not understand the record of his own party. What was he doing? He was trying to
knife the person sitting next to him—sorry! He probably got a bit confused because he was too busy knifing the
person that he is fake smiling at now.

Mr Daniel Pastorelli: More show!

Ms Rita Saffioti: More show—the showman! The showman was here standing up and saying that the Barnett
government had lived within its means. How could he actually say that? Okay, I know it; he is someone who does
not care about the truth. He is someone who is not genuine. He is someone who does not care about the truth and
the history of the Liberal Party in this state. We saw it. We, and the whole state, saw a government, a Liberal—
National government, that was flushed with resources that trashed the finances—deficit after deficit and record
debt growth from $3.6 billion to a projected $44 billion. That is just the worst management ever.

Mr Shane Love: How come debt has grown under you when you have got massive revenues?
Ms Rita Saffioti: It has been cut, did the member realise? Honestly, go back to where you came from—go back.
Several members interjected.
Ms Rita Saffioti: You have no idea. You are just angry that you moved benches.
Point of order
Mr David Michael: The Leader of the Nationals WA is being unparliamentary.
The Acting Speaker: Can I ask you to withhold, please, member for Mid-West. You have had your opportunity.
Proceeding resumed

Ms Rita Saffioti: The Leader of the National Party talked about his own resources. That is all he did. I remember
when he was planning his office in Dumas House during the election campaign—remember? The article was about
him trying to figure out which office he was going to move into. That is how arrogant you have been and continue
to be in that chair.

As 1 said, the first test of the Leader of the Opposition was to get across detail and he said that the Liberal Party
had delivered within its means, which is obviously incorrect.

Now, let us go to the opposition's election campaign. It was making commitments everywhere. Between it there
were $10 billion worth of commitments and now the Leader of the Opposition says it was not the opposition's
plan. Is that what he was saying, that he was disingenuous? I think maybe he was. He said we were spending too
much, but the opposition said it would spend $10 billion during that election campaign, so obviously it was not
telling the truth.

Again, the Leader of the Opposition asked what commitments the government made from 7 February. We were in
caretaker mode for most of that. The Leader of the Opposition does not understand that government commitments
are not made during caretaker mode. His speech showed no substance. This is a Leader of the Opposition who, as
Mayor of the City of Perth, was campaigning for us to take the Commonwealth Games, at a cost of billions of
dollars, and his biggest achievement was a riverfront master plan. He called on the state to host Coachella every
year and wanted a bigger Bell Tower. That is his record as the Lord Mayor of the City of Perth. And, of course,
he closed down a women's shelter.

Mr Lachlan Hunter: Is that all you've got?
Ms Rita Saffioti: Doesn't the member think that is important? No.
Several members interjected.

Ms Rita Saffioti: Who knew that the member for Central Wheatbelt did not care about women's shelters? Who
would have guessed that? Is he saying that we should not raise the fact that the Leader of the Opposition shut a
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women's shelter? Is that what he is saying? That what I thought. He said, "Is that all you've got?" That is what he
said. I would apologise for that, when you stand up, because that is not a comment.

We are being lectured by a Leader of the Opposition whose biggest achievement as Lord Mayor was a riverfront
master plan, and who says that the suburbs of Perth do not deserve quality public transport. The Liberal Party has
started the third term of a Parliament in opposition in the same way as the previous two terms—with financial
ignorance, trying to rewrite history and all over the place. It is not genuine at all. Again, there is hyperbole and
that Leader of the Opposition is a showman. That is it; that is all we have. The Leader of the Opposition does not
care about the suburbs. We all know that; look at the Parliament. This is a Liberal Party that has forgotten the
suburbs and forgets the fact that there are people out there who need public transport to access jobs and education
opportunities. The Liberal Party should keep doing that, because it did for eight years—keep doing it. It has learnt
nothing. This is its third term in opposition and it has learnt nothing from its previous two terms. Again, there is
this arrogance of lecturing us about financial responsibility when the Liberal-National government had record
revenue growth and trashed the joint.

I now have to refer to the shadow Treasurer. She speaks proudly of her time in the Property Council of Australia.
I remember that too because she would not leave us alone. There was not a press conference about housing for
which the now member for Cottesloe would not ring up and ask, "Can I be involved?" It was so bad that I rang the
member for Landsdale and asked whether we could stop having the now member for Cottesloe at all these press
conferences, but she wanted to be involved. She wanted to be part of the economic narrative of the state. Honestly,
the now member of Cottesloe was at more press conferences with the former Premier than me, and that is saying
something! Every time it was: "Can I come to that press conference, can I stand by the Premier, can I be part of
it?" Of course, she was out there tweeting about how good it was for the state. Our headline is "Sandra seems to
like the minister"—sorry, the member for Cottesloe. This tweet says: "What a week Rita Saffioti is having.
Monday, stage 1 design WA release, and Tuesday it was announced a bill to establish Infrastructure WA, and
today Metronet. What an announcement." The member for Cottesloe also tweeted: "Research by the Property
Council shows an enormous community support for Metronet. Our members look forward to further progress in
2019." Here is another where she is responding to Liberal Party people having a go at her support for the Labor
Party. The member for Cottesloe goes: "Credit where credit is due, the community loves Metronet and thinks the
government is doing a good job."

Several members interjected.
Ms Rita Saffioti: Thank you, member. Great.

On economic management, member for Cottesloe, the McGowan Labor government recorded a $1.3 billion
surplus for 2018—19—the first surplus in five years. Even the member for Cottesloe knew, obviously, that the
previous government delivered deficits. That surplus was two years earlier than expected. It is a nice note on which
to finish the week—Hon Ben Wyatt and Hon Mark McGowan—as we slide into a sunny long weekend in Perth.

Then there is the best. The member for Cottesloe said that, to be honest, she wished she could apply that fiscal
prudence to her own family finances. She said congrats to the McGowan government on the first budget surplus
in five years. That is just our initial flipchart. We have more to come. We could not get to the printer in time, so
we made this ourselves. It was a good effort. Again, the member for Cottesloe stood up and critiqued the financial
management of this state when, year after year, she begged to come to our press conferences. As I said, she was
always standing next to me. It was getting awkward! Every housing policy, she was there. Every stamp duty policy,
she was there. Every budget, she was there. There is a cracking photo, which I do not have yet, of her standing
there with the state budget, looking so excited to be part of the budget.

Obviously, I think this member might not be that genuine. That is my conclusion. I do not think we can trust or
believe anything this member says, because obviously she thought we were doing a great job. The others were
pointing out mismanagement over seven or eight years; the member for Cottesloe was out there, next to us,
endorsing everything we were doing—all our housing policies, all our economic growth policies and all our
financial management policies. That is what was happening, but now, today—not so much! Today it has changed
a bit; it is not so much. I sat here and listened to the member for Cottesloe, who had contacted the Premier's office,
wanting to be involved in every press conference. As I said, it got awkward. I can honestly say that I contacted the
Premier's office at the time to say, "Do we really need this member here again?" But, you know, she wanted to
come, so they accepted her: "There she is. There's the member for Cottesloe talking about the budget papers, with
congratulations on the strong financial performance and excellent announcement on property." She was there,
congratulating us, only a couple of years back. That is the member for Cottesloe. She is obviously not genuine in
anything she does or says. How could she stand there and endorse a government's—

Point of order

Mr Liam Staltari: Deputy Speaker, apologies. Standing order 92. It is a poor reflection on the character of the
shadow Treasurer from the Treasurer.
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The Deputy Speaker: I am sorry, I missed that. Can you just say that again?

Mr Liam Staltari: Standing order 92, point of order, Madam Deputy Speaker—a poor reflection on the character
of the shadow Treasurer.

The Deputy Speaker: Treasurer, just be mindful of the language that you use, thank you.
Proceeding resumed

Ms Rita Saffioti: The member for Cottesloe, in a previous role, was out there, holding the budget papers, talking
about the excellent economic management of the state. As I said, that was only a couple of years ago. I do not
think we can trust anything that the shadow Treasurer says, because obviously being genuine is not part of who
she is.

In relation to the whole concept of spending and where it is going, it is in the papers. Again, the Leader of the
Opposition stands up, saying, "Where's the money going?" There it is. It is called two published documents. It is
called the midyear review, members. Again, maybe the Leader of the Opposition was too busy commissioning
secret polling about the person sitting next to him. Maybe he was too busy to read the government midyear review
and the pre-election financial statement, which outlined the spending. This whole thing of, "We can't wait to
interrogate and see where the money is"—it is there. It is in the published documents. I mean, it is—

Ms Cassie Rowe: What was the credit rating like under Barnett?

Ms Rita Saffioti: Yes, that is a good point, too, but I am just going to the key point.

I am sorry that we did not, I do not know, sit down and read it with the Leader of the Opposition; I do not know.
Several members interjected.

Ms Rita Saffioti: I do not know. I remember when I was in opposition and there were documents like this. I
remember that once, I was in Geelong. It was actually between Christmas and New Year, the first and only time a
midyear review was released between Christmas and New Year's Eve. [ was visiting family, my sick aunty, and I
remember it coming out. I read through it like it was the source of all information, because it is: it shows all the
spending. They are called budget papers and the midyear review. I do not know whether the Leader of the Nationals
has seen these; I do not know. Oh, he has seen them. That is good, because he should open them, too! He should
open them, because they have all the secret information that he said existed; it is here. It is a good read! Again, I
do not know whether things have changed or what has happened here, because I remember we had the former
Leader of the Liberal Party saying that we need to spend more money on health, so we are. That is what we are
doing. Another time, she said we have to make sure we fund our community services more. That is what we are
doing. She said we have to address cost-of-living; that is what we are doing. That is why we had to pass on
hundreds of millions of dollars from the Commonwealth government through the Treasurer's Advance
Authorisation Bill 2025. Yes, we have the revenue, but we had the expenditure. The Treasurer's advance looks at
appropriating cash, but in many instances it does not reflect the true bottom line, because it does not reflect where
you have revenue to match the expenditure or that there is other revenue in other accounts.

As I said, in respect of this "secret, secret”" spending, opposition members are starting this third term in the same
way that they started our first two terms in government. They do not read any published documents and then they
come in saying, "Where's the transparency?" The Leader of the Opposition said, "We need transparency. We need
to know where you're spending the money." There it is: it is in published documents. This term seems like it is
going to go very much like the previous two terms, where there is an incoherent strategy from the opposition.
Again, at least the Leader of the Nationals is consistent: he is worried about his own resources again, which is very
consistent. The opposition has an incoherent strategy and is not across any of the substance. The member for
Cottesloe was, "Get in the car!" every time there was a press conference. "Start the car!" It was like the Ikea ad.
Whenever there was a McGowan press conference, the member for Cottesloe was, "Start the car!" She was getting
in that car to join us at every press conference. She was standing there, supporting what we were doing on housing
policy, supporting our economic management, supporting our financial management and supporting Metronet,
because it was delivering for all her Property Council members. That is what was happening. We have a Leader
of the Opposition who believes that the Barnett government lived within its means, which is totally wrong, and,
as I said, a Leader of the Nationals who continues to worry about office space and his coffee machines. I do not
know.

I thank members opposite for their support. I am happy to go through more detail. As I said, all of it is in published
documents. It is about making sure that we deliver on all the commitments we made in the lead-up to the midyear
review, making sure in particular that there is activity across our hospital system and that we can cater for that. In
relation to the student assistance payments, that was an election commitment we made. We need to get this
legislation passed to facilitate the timing of that. The opposition says that it cares about cost of living. This is a
major cost-of-living announcement. The opposition actually opposed it when we announced it, because it said that
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it was not means tested. The opposition does not like free entry to the Zoo; fair enough. That is up to the opposition,
if it does not like giving families a benefit—

Mr Lachlan Hunter: How are they going to get there from the Central Wheatbelt?
Ms Rita Saffioti: It is funny you should talk about the National Party and—
Several members interjected.

Ms Rita Saffioti: One of the interesting things was when we won government and went out. The National Party
had agreed to cut the AvonLink. The National Party, under Barnett, as part of a budget process had agreed to defund
the AvonLink. That is what it did. We were in a very tight budget situation of course, because we inherited deficits
and climbing debt. The agency said that this was a previous government announced commitment, where it had
actually defunded the AvonLink through forward estimates. I said, "My first act will not be to cut a regional rail
service." Since then, we have kept it on and are also increasing services around the state and making it cheaper
because we are cutting Transwa fares. We are doing all those things. Member, I also want to point out—this is the
feedback I got from many regional members—that when we have discounts for things such as the Zoo, a lot of
regional families visit family during key holidays. Madam Deputy Speaker, that is something you have talked to
me about too. Families visit families or friends and come to Perth for holidays, and when they do that, they take
advantage of these visits and family events, and that is a good thing.

National Party, if we want to talk about regional rail, that is another hour, which I will not do right now, but let us
face it, this is a National Party that turned its back on the bush when it privatised—

Several members interjected.

Ms Rita Saffioti: When they turned their back on the bush—

Mr Lachlan Hunter interjected.

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, member for Central Wheatbelt.

Ms Rita Saffioti: If the member keeps going like that, again, it's happening in the third term just like the first two
terms.

I thank members for their support of this bill. It has been an interesting time to go through the history of the Liberal
and National Parties. Given that after eight years they have obviously not learnt anything, I am sure we will be
doing this again and again. As I said, we have a record of delivering strong surpluses and controlling debt. We
have done it at times of COVID and record infrastructure spend. We are delivering record cost-of-living relief, we
are expanding our hospitals, we are delivering across the state, we are delivering to the suburbs and to the
households of WA. The Liberal and National Parties through their campaign could not gain the trust of the Western
Australian public to move over the corridor in here. They could not even get across that corridor, because they
were arrogant, they thought they knew it all and today is another example of it, where they do not understand what
it takes to deliver services to this state and they ignore their past. But again, thank you for your support for the bill.

I commend the bill to the house.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
Leave denied to proceed forthwith to third reading.
Consideration in detail
Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed
Clause 3: Authorisation of expenditure to make certain payments or to make advances for certain purposes

Ms Libby Mettam: I have a number of questions to ask, and I am sure other members here will have questions as
well. My specific question relates to page 187 of the Government Mid-year Financial Projections Statement and
item 57, which refers to WA Health delivery of services, with $310 million, and states:

... to support higher activity, continued funding to address price related pressures, and service expansions
in hospitals ...

Can the Treasurer provide a breakdown of these funds by the three areas; namely, how much was for increased
demand and how many occasions of service did this provide?

Ms Rita Saffioti: For hospital services, $309 million, and that included an uplift of 13,000 weighted activity units.

Ms Libby Mettam: Was it spread evenly across all health service areas or is higher demand being localised in a
specific area of health services?

Ms Rita Saffioti: I do not have that information, sorry.
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Ms Libby Mettam: How much was allocated to price increases? Is the Treasurer able to provide any clarity and
to what end, what areas did this cover?

Ms Rita Saffioti: I do not have that breakdown of that actual growth of activity, that number, and also the price.

Ms Libby Mettam: Is the Treasurer able to provide any information about what services were expanded and in
what hospitals?

Ms Rita Saffioti: We do not have a hospital-by-hospital breakdown. That would maybe need to be put on notice
in the other place.

Ms Libby Mettam: Just a final question in relation to this part of the midyear review, was any of this funding for
agency or contract nursing? Is the Treasurer able to provide any clarity on that?

Ms Rita Saffioti: That would have been an input into how they calculate unit activity pricings, so we do not have
the level of detail in relation to the composition of the per unit price.

Ms Sandra Brewer: Is there a formal process or criteria for what constitutes "urgent and unforeseen" expenditure
as intended under section 29(1) of the Financial Management Act?

Ms Rita Saffioti: It has always been a range of factors. In particular, when we have had significant, as we said,
population growth, these types of expenditure have always been dealt with through the Treasurer’s advance.
Spending more money on health is something that is our priority.

Ms Sandra Brewer: My question was not about health; it was about exceeding the Treasurer’s advance, which is
becoming a common occurrence under this government. Has Treasury provided any advice on reforming the
Treasurer's advance process to improve forecasting, transparency or accountability to Parliament?

Ms Rita Saffioti: The Financial Management Act was designed to have provision for this. Of course, Treasury
provides advice about how we manage the budget and that is why we continue to deliver surpluses and have some
of the best debt numbers in the nation.

Ms Sandra Brewer: Given that we have seen a big variance in the amount of the Treasurer's advance, over
$1.9 billion extra this year, compared with a far less $750 million in 2021 when we had a cyclone, major bushfires
and a global pandemic, will the Treasurer consider tabling a quarterly report on the Treasurer's advance usage to
enhance parliamentary oversight over the financial year?

Ms Rita Saffioti: Quarterly reports of state finances are released that provide updates on the financial
arrangements of the state—and then the Annual Report on State Finances detail all the expenditure, plus of course
we have the midyear review, the PR midyear review and other budget updates that can provide that information.

Ms Sandra Brewer: Can the Treasurer confirm that the additional $500 million being requested is, in part, due to
the budget being delivered late this year? Will the budget, once released, contain the Treasurer's advance appendix
covering all expenditure that will occur between now and 1 July? Is that release date still expected to be for
September this year?

Ms Rita Saffioti: The budget is later than normal years, but it is earlier than normal election years. In previous
election years, it was a September budget, both under the Liberal Party and us. It has always normally been
September, but we are bringing that budget earlier, so it is actually early for an election year. In relation to any
other expenditure from the Treasurer’s advance, it will be detailed in the budget documents. As we said, the
September annual report figures detail all expenditure.

Ms Sandra Brewer: Can the Treasurer please clarify when the state budget is expected?
Ms Rita Saffioti: Yes, it is 19 June as has been described in the program.

Mr Adam Hort: This question is from the Government Mid-year Financial Projections Statement, item 66. There
was $3.3 million allocated for a police officer recruitment campaign. How many police officers should that
increase in funding have brought on to the police force? What is the benchmark? What is the actual number of
police achieved?

Ms Rita Saffioti: What page?
Mr Adam Hort: Page 176. It is item 68, "Delivery of Services", at the bottom of the table under justice.
Ms Rita Saffioti: Page 188, 10 pages in, gives the member the description. So that is good to look at.

Mr Adam Hort: What is the actual number of police achieved, though? That was not in the detail in there that I
was after.

Ms Rita Saffioti: The member will have to put that as a question on notice to the Minister for Police.

Mr Adam Hort: This is again on the same item. There was $2.4 million allocated for the implementation of knife
crime legislative reforms. How is this funding being spent on equipment, training, prosecutions or public
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communication? Are further allocations expected? How many knives were confiscated or found on peoples
presenting since its introduction?

Ms Rita Saffioti: As I said, I think it is $2.2 million. I will just check. Again, that is a level of detail that the
member would have to ask the Minister for Police or his representative in the other place.

Mr Adam Hort: Under the midyear review item 143, $43 million was approved for the Western Australian Police
Force infrastructure, including $22.3 million for the Fremantle District Police Complex. What is the timeline for
completion? Is this over the original project budget? That is item 143 in the midyear review.

Ms Rita Saffioti: I am sorry, member; I do not have the opening date of that facility. Again, it can be answered if
the member provides some questions on notice or we can give this information when it is debated over in the other
place. I am happy to do that.

Mr Adam Hort: Sorry to take the Treasurer back to item 66, but this time not from the midyear review but the
Pre-Election Financial Projections Statement. There was $2.1 million allocated for the implementation of the
amendments to the Community Protection (Offender Reporting) Act 2004. Why was this funding unforeseen?
What will it deliver? Will this be sufficient or will a further cost be expected in 2025-26? Are there ongoing costs
anticipated for system maintenance or upgrades?

Ms Rita Saffioti: Sorry, I do not have all the information. In many instances, we wait for the legislation to be
passed to fully allocate. Sometimes we provision, but we wait until the regulations and Parliament endorses the
legislation before we fully allocate.

Mr Adam Hort: I refer to the midyear review and item 68. I will give the Treasurer some time to flick through it.
What are the long-term budget implications of the $69.9 million given to the Department of Justice for prison
population growth? Is a capital solution being considered instead of a constant operational funding increase?

Ms Rita Saffioti: That is a wider policy discussion that I will not be able to address in this process, but it was due
to a higher than anticipated prison population. We have seen a significant increase in the prison population and, as
aresult, some, I suppose, interim measures or measures are being implemented to manage that prisoner population.
In relation to the longer term, that is more of a general policy discussion that is being had with the Minister for
Corrective Services and the Attorney General.

Mr Adam Hort: I have one more question on that item. An amount of $21.8 million is allocated for cost increases
in contracted court, custodial and rehabilitation services. Which providers or programs will be affected and does
this funding reflect an increase in demand, inflation or contract renegotiations?

Ms Rita Saffioti: A number of contract renegotiations are ongoing. This is a cost pressure of government,
particularly when we contract services out over time. There are differing views on how we should manage those
contracts and what type of indexes we should apply to those contracts. Sometimes the perceived benefits of
contracting out are not delivered because there is normally a call back on the indexation of contracts. This item
includes additional funding for the contracted service deliverers to ensure that they continue to pay their staff and
deliver those services. It is also a result of an increase in the prisoner population.

Mr Adam Hort: In the midyear review under item 144, $4.1 million is allocated to the expansion of the adult
custodial estate. What specific infrastructure works will this fund and will it provide additional beds or new
facilities?

Ms Rita Saffioti: s this question about the $14 million?
Mr Adam Hort: Yes.

Ms Rita Saffioti: It is for improvements to a number of projects including some works at Banksia Hill Detention
Centre and Roebourne Regional Prison, and some minor upgrades like those at Greenough Regional Prison.

Mr Liam Staltari: I refer to item 65 in the Pre-election Financial Projections Statement, which I believe is on
page 87. An allocation of $2.1 million has been approved to support the establishment of a defence centre of
excellence at the South Metropolitan TAFE. Is this the total cost? When will that centre be operational? What is
its expected intake in the first year? How will the success of this centre be measured?

Ms Rita Saffioti: According to my notes, the centre will operate throughout the network created by South
Metropolitan TAFE and its four campuses. It will also be part of the joint commonwealth—state investment under
the National Skills Agreement. A media release of 29 January 2025 explains the project and what it delivers.

Ms Sandra Brewer: I refer to item 114 in the midyear review. Sorry, I do not have the page number. Of the
$63.5 million provided to Western Power that reflects the relocation and upgrade of network assets across the
metropolitan area, how much is driven by developer-requested upgrades versus government-initiated expansion?

Ms Rita Saffioti: I do not have all the details, but I recall that it includes funding to upgrade the electricity network
in Mundijong, in particular to support the power infrastructure for West Mundijong Industrial Estate.
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Clause put and passed.
Title put and passed
Third reading
Ms Rita Saffioti (West Swan—Treasurer) (1:55 pm): [ move:
That the bill be now read a third time.

I thank members very much for their support of this bill. It is normal after an election for the Treasurer's advance
legislation to be brought into this place and to have this discussion. As members can see in the list of priorities,
the focus of the Treasurer's advance very much is at the heart of what the community is demanding: cost-of-living
measures and support; the passing on of the Commonwealth government's energy assistance rebates; extra
expenditure in health, noting the extraordinary demand across the system; and the allocation of sufficient funds to
support the community services sector through the provision of contracted services in the community services
space.

We reached an agreement with the Leader of the Opposition on Friday about bringing in this bill. I thank him again
for his indulgence. I am sorry, member for Cottesloe, that sometimes we do not get two weeks to analyse things
in Parliament, but this is normal business. Further scrutiny will be allowed through the budget process and other
bills that will be brought into this place. Again, we thank members opposite very much for their support.

The Treasurer's advance reflects the priorities of this government and cost-of-living support to the community.
With the passage of this bill through this place and the other place, we will be able to start distributing student
assistance payments to families around the state. The first version of the student assistance payment was well
received by families across the state. We really hope that the second version, which will be distributed in May,
will also support families throughout the state. I thank members for their indulgence and for their support and valid
questions. Further details can be provided in the upper house. Given that members raised questions in this place, I
will make sure that all that information is on hand in the other place to save members opposite from putting those
questions on notice. We will follow up those questions by making sure that detailed answers are provided in the
other place, where they can be tabled. I thank members very much for their support. I think we are aiming to keep
going until two o'clock. I will talk a little bit more about the cost-of-living support that we are providing.

Mr Basil Zempilas: You can talk about the Dockers.

Ms Rita Saffioti: I do not think I can talk about the Dockers. Thank goodness we did not provide them with any
money through the Treasurer's advance. However, I can talk about our focus on the increased level of activity in
our health system, our increase in support for community services, the continuation of cost-of-living support and
the passage of this bill through this place and the upper house.

We also announced today that our budget will be handed down on 19 June. This is earlier than most election-year
budgets, but we want to appropriate the funds and get on with delivering our range of commitments to the
community. Handing down our budget on 19 June will allow us to get on with delivering our many election
commitments and avoid unnecessary hold-ups. It is a bit earlier than normal for an election year, which will put a
bit more pressure on us to get it done, but we are very confident with the work of the public service and all the
ministers that we will be able to present that budget. Again, I thank the opposition for its help and I will now sit
down.

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders.
(Continued at a later stage of the sitting.)
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY CHAMBER—VISITORS
Statement

The Speaker (Mr Stephen Price) (2:00 pm): Member, I advise of a longstanding practice in the Legislative
Assembly of visitors not being permitted on the floor of the house on sitting days. This is largely because members
may have working papers and other items at their place in the chamber prior to sitting. Guests may not be taken
onto the floor of the chamber within three hours of the commencement of sitting, including during meal breaks.
However, it is permissible to take guests into the Speaker’s gallery during breaks in proceedings, but not beyond
the Bar of the house. Your cooperation in this matter would be appreciated.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY CHAMBER—AFTERNOON TEA
PHOTOGRAPHER AND TELEVISION CAMERA ACCESS

Statement

The Speaker (Mr Stephen Price) (2:00 pm): Afternoon tea—important stuff! Members, until the kitchen
upgrades are complete, afternoon tea will be available in the members’ lounge from 3:30 pm. You may notice a
photographer here. I have authorised the presence of a photographer for the first 10 minutes of question time today.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

The Speaker: Any questions?
Mr Basil Zempilas: How am I going?
Several members interjected.
The Speaker: Member, it is a three-step process. You seek the call, I give you the call and you start talking.
Mr Basil Zempilas: How about now, Mr Speaker? How does that sound?
The Speaker: You say "Speaker". I say "Leader of the Opposition".
Mr Basil Zempilas: Mr Speaker!

WESTPORT—HON KYLE McGINN—WASHINGTON TRIP
10. Mr Basil Zempilas to the Premier:

I refer to media reports about Labor MLC Hon Kyle McGinn's trip to Washington to warn senior US politicians
about the state government's Westport project.

€)) Did Hon Kyle McGinn inform anyone in the state government about his trip either before or after?
2) Was he a parliamentary secretary during the time he was in Washington?
3) Why did the Premier refuse to take any action against Hon Kyle McGinn given the potential damage to

the AUKUS agreement caused by his lobbying?
Mr Roger Cook replied:
I thank the member for the question.

(1)=(3) I can inform the chamber that the government is fully committed to the Westport project. This is a
multigenerational project that will ensure that Western Australia has the economic infrastructure it needs
to continue to be a nation-leading economy. That includes a government that has finally taken the steps
to ensure that we have a world-class port facility to ensure that we have the infrastructure and the capacity
to maintain our container traffic into the future.

As 1 said, this is a multigenerational project. It is a very important one. If we had listened to the words of
the previous Liberal-National government, we would have seen no action taken in relation to Fremantle
port. In fact, the previous mob tried to privatise Fremantle port.

Point of order

Mr Liam Staltari: I point to standing order 78 about relevance. The Premier was asked specifically about the
actions of Mr McGinn and has failed to answer.

The Speaker: Thank you, member. There is no point of order. The Premier is starting his response and still has a
way to go to complete that. Carry on, Premier.

Questions without notice resumed

Mr Roger Cook: Westport will play a critical role in ensuring Western Australia remains a global economic and
industrial powerhouse by integrating the state's premier industrial and trade areas with our premier international
trade gateway. It will be an important part. We all understand there are a range of views about Westport. Of course,
the union of which Mr McGinn is a member has particular views on it as well. We understand those views and
that is why we work with all stakeholders, including Mr McGinn's union, in relation to these things.

While Mr McGinn was on holiday in the US, having paid his own way there, he attended a meeting of, essentially,
the international branch of the maritime union. It was at that particular event that he expressed some views and
spoke to some papers that were tabled at it. Mr McGinn did this on his own free time under his own resources and,
of course, as a member of the community and not as a representative of the government.

In the meantime, we have also had another important representative of the government in the US—Hon Paul
Papalia, who is the Minister for Defence Industries. He undertook a range of meetings and had discussions on our
defence industry ambitions. I think members will find that people in the US are listening to Hon Paul Papalia, not
someone who was on their holidays under their own free will and under their own steam and having funded their
own particular activities.

11. Mr Basil Zempilas to the Premier:

I have a supplementary question. I ask again because I did not get an answer. Did Hon Kyle McGinn inform anyone
in the state government about his trip; was he a parliamentary secretary during the time he was in Washington;
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and why has the Premier refused to take any action against Hon Kyle McGinn given the potential damage to
AUKUS caused by his lobbying?

Mr Roger Cook replied:

Mr McGinn took holidays, so I cannot tell the member whether he told me about his holidays. He has not shown
me any holiday snaps, so I cannot speak for who he informed he was going on holidays with or who he informed
of those holidays.

TRAINING AND SKILLS
12. Ms Divina D'Anna to the Premier:
I refer to the Cook Labor government's ongoing investment in skills and TAFE.

€] Can the Premier advise the house how this record investment is helping equip Western Australia with the
skills we need today and in the future?

2) Can the Premier outline to the house how quality training will help keep WA's economy the strongest in
the nation?

Mr Roger Cook replied:

(1)—(2) I thank the member for the question—it is an important one. If investment is the fuel for our economy,
then workforce is the spark that fires the engine of our economy.

This morning, I joined the Minister for Skills and TAFE in visiting students at the North Metropolitan
TAFE in Balga. The Balga campus is a hub for the building and construction training sector and has seen
generations of builders, contractors and tradespeople go through that particular facility. Its class of 2025
is the first to enjoy the $51 million in upgrades to that campus. Among the upgrades is the new
construction skills innovation hub. It is a world-class facility that is equipping apprentice after apprentice
with much-needed building and construction skills. It was there I met WA's next generation of
homebuilders, like Ruby, a third-year tiling apprentice who will be qualified at the end of the year, or
Max, a fourth-year bricklaying apprentice who has followed in his dad's footsteps as a builder. These
individuals are benefiting from the WA Labor government's free TAFE program. They are among a record
number of students enrolling in TAFE courses across the state.

This year, enrolments have surged. The year 2024 achieved a new record high of around 165,000
enrolments. More than 46,000 of these enrolments were by students in fee-free TAFE qualifications and
skill sets. The biggest growth in enrolments was in the building and construction courses, up almost 260%
on the year before. We have seen extraordinary growth also in care and early childhood education courses.
These are the workers that we need right now. These are the workers who will power our residential
construction industry, our commercial construction industry and the growth in our human services area,
particularly in early childhood education and care and in disability care. We are also creating new facilities
that will train our emerging defence, manufacturing and clean energy workforces.

Some new members in the chamber may not be aware of the previous government's TAFE legacy. [ am
sure that members of Parliament will be pleased if I take some time now just to explain how TAFE fared
under the Liberal-National government. It cut TAFE infrastructure investment. It watched apprenticeship
and traineeship numbers absolutely collapse. The most disgraceful part of its policies was an increase in
course fees of up to 510%. It is little wonder that in the wake of that neglect, Mr Speaker, enrolments in
TAFE dropped by around 120,000. Can you believe that any state government would take steps to actually
reduce the workforce that is available to our industries and reduce the opportunities for young Western
Australians to get a quality job? It was a shameful chapter in our education and training history and it has
taken a great deal of determination to turn it around, but today's enrolment data represents a 40% increase
on that low ebb in our training history.

Talk to any industry and it will tell us that workforce demands and workforce availability are amongst its
greatest challenges at the moment. Training the workforce that we need is part of our plan to keep WA
the strongest economy in the nation. Free TAFE is a critical part of that plan. Free TAFE courses provide
not only affordable career pathways for young Western Australians, but also a pipeline of skilled workers
for our industries, a boost to our capacity to make more things here and support for a future that is made
in WA.

ROAD SAFETY
13. Mr Shane Love to the Minister for Road Safety:

I refer to the tragically spiralling serious injury and fatality rates on Western Australian roads, particularly regional
roads, adding to the thousands of Western Australians who have been injured, including from a serious accident
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on Brand Highway and Jurien Road in my electorate just this week. The minister is the third minister in under two
years to preside over this portfolio and the associated Road Trauma Trust Account.

€)) Is road safety really a priority of this government?

2 Noting that fatality rates are reaching record highs under the watch of this government, what will the
minister be doing to curb this tragic toll, which his predecessors have failed to address?

Mr Reece Whitby replied:

(1)~(2) Thank you for the opportunity, member for Mid-West. The member has raised a very important issue and
one that visits right across our community at all levels. We know about the ripple effect when a fatality
occurs in any community. We know about that in the regions, and it is true in the metropolitan area as
well. I do not agree with the member's preamble about the role of the previous road safety minister and
the ministers who had the responsibility previous to him.

We have a disturbing trend, member, and it is not unique to Western Australia. It is something that we
are seeing across the whole of the nation and, indeed, internationally. We have had an incredibly good
run in safety improvements to vehicles and a reduction in the number of fatalities since the 1970s, with
the introduction of new technology like seatbelts and other developments in the design of vehicles. We
are reaching a plateau, unfortunately, and we are seeing that evident in Western Australia as well, where
that steady decline has stopped occurring. It is a concern. It is something that this government is
responding to.

The member will be aware of the $1 billion investment that has been allocated to regional road safety
since 2020. This is a very important commitment of this government. On the advice of the RAC and other
people across the community, we have invested more than $1 billion across regional roads to make them
safer. This has had a very positive impact on road safety statistics. Many members opposite would have
benefited from this work in their own constituencies. It includes upgrades and improvements to
approximately 9,000 kilometres of regional roads. We have seen widening, we have seen sealing of road
shoulders and we are seeing the installation of audible edge lines, or rumble strips, and improved markings
and centreline devices. These road treatments have been proven to save lives.

A report on the Regional Road Safety Program showed a 17% reduction in the number of people killed
and seriously injured in crashes, including a 52% reduction in fatal crashes. Nine lives are estimated to
be saved each year because of this government's commitment not just to road safety, but to regional road
safety. I think this is a very commendable effort by the government, but we know that one fatality is one
too many, so we are continuing to do our work right across Western Australia. The member may recall
that during the election, this government made a $5 million commitment to extend this program to
council-controlled roads across the regions. This is work we are doing across Western Australia. It is
resulting in improvements. It is saving lives. There are other issues, member. This is real progress and it
would have saved lives in the member's electorate as well; I am sure of that—right across the board. It is
something that the member should accept as an achievement of this government.

This is an issue that impacts governments across the country and across the world. I, as the new road
safety minister, have been getting involved in a lot of meetings with a lot of organisations to get across
this portfolio because this is something that can affect every one of us. I am sure that it has already affected
some people in this chamber. This is something we never want to politicise. We want to work together to
achieve results. This is what this government will be doing. I am particularly concerned, member, about
the behaviour of young men, particularly on regional roads. We know that the statistics show that there is
an over-representation of fatalities in the regions. In fact, the statistics show that it is not people from
Perth driving in the regions, but people who live in the regions who come to grief in single-vehicle
accidents that leave the road. There is real work that we need to do. It is a good issue to raise. The
government has a razor-sharp focus on this issue. I am committed to approach the issue as vigorously as
my predecessor did. There is a lot more to learn and to do. But, ultimately, it comes down to the
responsibility of the person behind the wheel, and that is another issue that we need to address.

14. Mr Shane Love to the Minister for Road Safety:

I have a supplementary question. I note the minister's answer, yet the toll still continues to rise. Will he undertake
to ensure that the Road Trauma Trust Account is spent meaningfully instead of on stunts, such as wrapping
confiscated Maserati cars?

Mr Reece Whitby replied:

I think the member's question has shown that he is not above the odd stunt question in the house. That was
something that was undertaken by police. I will have to check, but I am not sure that it came from the road trauma
trust fund. I think it was a police initiative to demonstrate—I think quite rightly too—what happens to vehicles
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that can be seized. Police wanted to send a very clear message. The member might call it a stunt, but it got a lot of
publicity and it made people realise that it is possible for people to lose their vehicle, even if it is a Maserati. I
support police in their attempts to highlight the issue of road safety. That was a good and effective way of doing
it.

FREIGHT RAIL NETWORK
15. Mr Kevin Michel to the Minister for Transport:

I refer to the Cook Labor government's record of protecting the Western Australian economy and creating new
local jobs.

€)) Can the minister update the house on the Cook Labor government's decision to enter negotiations to secure
control of the WA freight rail network?

2) Can the minister advise the house what returning the freight rail network to public hands will mean for
jobs, the economy and regional communities?

Ms Rita Saffioti replied:

(1)~(2) I thank the member for Pilbara for the question. Of course, one of the key commitments that we gave
during the election was to make sure that we could enter into negotiations to bring back the regional rail
network into public control. There are a number of reasons for it. One of the key reasons is to make sure
that we can grow regional communities and we can support investment throughout regional WA. Of
course, it was opposed by the Nationals WA and the Liberal Party, even though the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of Western Australia, the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western Australia,
CBH Group and the farming community support bringing back the regional rail network into public
control. Why? It is because it makes sense.

We need to support more freight on rail for a number of reasons, including the economic growth of this
state and for regional road safety, which is another element, to make sure more freight is on rail. That is
why we need bipartisan support. Not only did the opposition not support it, it tried to grossly inflate the
figure, saying it would cost $5 billion. This reflects the financial stupidity of the other side. When the
former government sold it, it sold a 50-year lease for $585 million and now the opposition says it is worth
$5 billion, jeopardising negotiations and wanting the deal to fail. This is not just my view of the world;
let us go to former National Party members of this place, Max Trenorden and Phil Gardiner who in
Countryman this week were quoted as saying:

... we welcome the decision by the WA Labor to reopen discussions on the future of the grain
freight network, owned by ... conglomerate Brookfield through its subsidiary ARC
Infrastructure.

These are National Party members. They also said:

The history surrounding Liberal and National governments' ... sale of Westrail, the State's
regional passenger and freight network could only be described as gross commercial
incompetence, financial ineptitude and, regrettably, personal ... point scoring.

This is them. They also said:

To add to this, certain shire representatives on WA Local Government Association at the time,
including Liberal MLC Steve Martin, all failed to protect the interests of the people of WA in
terms of road safety, productivity gains and extracting value from a ... asset.

This was a failed privatisation that has had an impact across the state. The opposition knows it; the
opposition knows it was a bad privatisation. We think it is time to fix the wrong of the past, to get into
negotiations and to see what we can do to make sure we support the farmers, we support the resources
sector, we get more freight on rail and safer roads.

Mr Shane Love: What have you done to reform the access code?

Ms Rita Saffioti: Let us go through this. Does the member for Mid-West want to go through this? The lease that
the former government entered into has been described by—

Mr Shane Love interjected.

The Speaker: Leader!

Ms Rita Saffioti: The lease that the former government entered into—
Mr Shane Love interjected.

The Speaker: Leader of the National Party!

Mr Shane Love interjected.
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The Speaker: Leader of the National Party!
Several members interjected.

Ms Rita Saffioti: You take responsibility. The National Party shut the rail lines and you have caused havoc on
regional roads. Accept responsibility and back this buyback.

Several members interjected.
The Speaker: Members!

Ms Rita Saffioti: You sit there. All you care about is your office size and the amount of offices you have—the
floorspace of your office; that is all you care about. In eight years you have done nothing on this issue—nothing!
Take responsibility. It was the National Party and the Liberal Party that privatised the rail network, and then in
government they shut down the rail lines. You shut down the rail lines and you have never ever accepted that
responsibility.

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Members!

Ms Rita Saffioti: The lease you entered into is the worst lease—
Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Members!

Mr Roger Cook interjected.

The Speaker: Premier!

Ms Rita Saffioti: The lease the former government entered into has been described as the worst commercial lease
ever. It gives the state pretty much zero power. Then in government the Liberal and National Parties sat around
and closed those rail lines. Then the opposition comes in here and talks about regional road safety. It was the
former government's closure of those rail lines, its privatisation, that has meant more freight on roads. There is no
doubt about that. That is the clear evidence. So there we are trying to right the wrong of the past, and we would
expect that the Nationals WA, as guilty as anything, would say, "Do you know what? This is a good idea. We need
to back it because this is for regional communities", and they cannot bring themselves to do it. Instead, you have
the Liberal Party trying to jeopardise the process. Of course, it had legislation. If it had been up to the Liberal
Party, Fremantle port would have been sold. It would have been sold. The debate currently about Darwin port and
the Liberal Party, I mean, honestly, if it had been up to the previous government, it would have sold Utah Point
and Fremantle port would have gone. Western Power would have gone.

The former government sold that rail line. It has been disastrous in regional communities and we want to fix that
wrong. Do not jeopardise negotiations. I have a question on notice from Hon Steve Martin, can you believe, the
one that Max Trenorden said stood by and let it all happen, asking for all the commercial dealings. Honestly! He
wants to jeopardise this because he is as guilty as the National Party and the Liberal Party for selling off that rail
line, for the impact on regional WA, and we are out there to fix that wrong.

EDUCATION—VIOLENCE IN SCHOOLS
16. Mr Liam Staltari to the Minister for Education:

I refer to the rising epidemic of violence in WA schools, with recent reports of organised fight clubs at a high
school in Perth's south and the shocking assault and hospitalisation of an eight-year-old child at a primary school
in the eastern suburbs.

€)) When will the minister take action to stop the surge in school violence that is taking place on the
government's watch?

2) How can the minister expect students to achieve good educational outcomes while this government fails
to address out-of-control violence in those same schools?

Ms Sabine Winton replied:

(1)~(2) I thank the member for Carine for his question. Can I begin by congratulating him on his election to this
place and, more importantly, also congratulate him on the birth of their first, I think, child. Whilst we all
think that this is significant work that we do in this place, the member will, as a new parent, discover that
the most important role he will ever play is being a parent, and I congratulate you both.

Given that it is the first time I rise as the Minister for Education, I quickly also want to acknowledge the
previous Minister for Education Minister Buti—he has moved spots. In particular, I want to highlight
under his watch the landmark agreement, the Better and Fairer Schools Agreement that was struck with
the federal government, which is set to transform what we are able to do in this state in regards to
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education, and I acknowledge him for that. For the first time ever our schools will be fully and fairly
funded at 100% of the school resource standard. That is $1.6 billion worth of funding, thanks also, of
course, to a federal Labor government that understands the value of education.

I can assure members that as Minister for Education I am very keen to address the violence in our schools
head on, but let us be clear: schools are a reflection of what happens in our community. I want to reassure
not only members but the entire community out there that our schools are a great place, and the majority
of schools have incredible environments where children can learn. So let us not diminish it by grabbing a
headline and trashing our school system.

We have a zero tolerance when it comes to violence in schools. We also need to acknowledge that our
government has delivered the strongest measures when it comes to school violence, of course, starting
with our first Minister for Education as part of the Labor government. I also want to acknowledge Hon
Sue Ellery, of course, who served as education minister for six years and had her valedictory speech last
night. I thank her for her contribution to education in the state, and I still value her counsel greatly.

We know there is a lot of work to do, but violence in schools is symptomatic of what is happening in our
community; we cannot forget that. When we talk about what our government has done already, Hon Sue
Ellery developed, with our sector partners, schools parents and our unions Let's Take a Stand Together, a
10-point action plan, which, over time, Minister Buti, when he was Minister for Education, strengthened
even further.

Critically important to that, our government gave the capacity to principals to take strong action against
violence, strengthening their ability to act swiftly to expel students and to suspend students. We are very
proud of the fact that we have enabled teachers to do that. As well, of course, we are also very conscious
that we need to support those students who are displaying those disruptive behaviours. It is one thing to
expel or suspend students, but we also need to deal with the root causes that cause students to behave in
this way. Of course, one of those ways is the alternative learning settings that we have set up—some 12—
right around the state. I note that in the recent elections, the Nationals WA actually supported that and
made a commitment around expanding our alternative learning settings models.

The department has rolled out significant and extensive resources and supports by way of the Connect
and Respect resources. In 2021, we made the election commitment to deliver an additional 100 school
sites, which are now in our schools. We have also, of course, importantly, as part of the recent enterprise
bargaining agreement finalised between the State School Teachers' Union and our government,
committed to expanding on the complex behaviour coordinators, which will see some 64 positions created
in 192 schools. They will support schools and support teachers in the important work of dealing with
disruptive behaviours in our schools.

Members, this is not a simplistic issue. I am a little bit disappointed at the first question from the shadow
Minister for Education. He has grabbed a headline that was in the news this week and has run with that.
I acknowledge that violence in schools is a real issue for parents. In fact, only this morning I had the
opportunity to speak with Erin and Aaron, the parents of the eight-year-old the member referred to, and 1
am very comforted by the fact that they are absolutely satisfied with the school's response and with the
supports that they are getting. Interestingly, they seem more interested in finding solutions to what is
happening in our schools and providing constructive ways in which we can support our schools—not only
for little Mason, but those parents are also interested in the kids that are perpetrating the violence. It is
such a refreshing approach to have people meet with me and come up with solutions. I note that the
opposite side of the house do not have any. I look forward to a contest of ideas at some point.

17. Mr Liam Staltari to the Minister for Education:

I have a supplementary question. I thank the minister for her answer, although I note, and I am sure she would
agree, that a child in hospital is not a cheap headline; it is a tragedy.

Given that we also see record levels of violence in schools, not isolated incidents, does the minister concede that
this does not simply affect the safety of students and staff, but also, ultimately, the quality of education they
receive?

Ms Sabine Winton replied:

I was a schoolteacher for 27 years before coming into this place, so I do not need anyone on the opposite side to
tell me what the influences are of successful education in a classroom. I do not need you to do that. Given your
inexperience, [ am happy to tutor you a little bit about what is important in schools. What I do know, as a previous
teacher, is that the best educational outcomes I ever achieved—there are some other chalkies in the room—with
any student was when I had a strong relationship between student, parents and teacher. That is absolutely critically
important. Likewise, that relationship extends to schools. Schools that are thriving schools are ones where they
build those relationships with their parent communities and their student populations. Likewise, as the Minister
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for Education overseeing the Department of Education, those same principles will apply to all I do; that is, giving
comfort to parents that we have a world-class education system and backing teachers to make sure that they have
the best possible environment to do what they do best, and backing our leadership.

In closing, I come back to the Better and Fairer Schools agreement, because it is actually critically important and
I want to highlight it at this point. There is $1.6 billion in funding committed to between the Albanese and state
governments. It is critically important, because that funding is specifically tied to the very things we need to further
invest in in our schools to drive down disruptive behaviour—the very things that Erin, Mason's mum, told me
about that schools need more support with. Schools need support to make sure that the wellbeing of students and
teachers is supported and this is directly linked to the Better and Fairer Schools funding agreement. They need
targeted, intensive support for small groups as part of the Better and Fairer Schools funding agreement, and also
greater support for learning and engagement, including counsellors, psychs and health nurses.

I ask the shadow Minister for Education: it is really important that you take action, given that there is a federal
election around the corner. I urge you as shadow education minister to leave this chamber at three o'clock, after
question time, and quickly write a letter to the Leader of the Opposition, Peter Dutton, to gain his reassurance that
under a coalition federal government, that money will be safe so that we can do this important work.

HOUSING—AVAILABILITY
18. Ms Emily Hamilton to the Minister for Housing and Works:

I refer to the Cook Labor government's focus on growing Western Australia's housing supply so that every Western
Australian has a home.

€)) Can the minister outline to the house how the Cook Labor government's innovative housing initiatives
are delivering thousands of additional homes, including nearly 3,000 social and affordable houses?

2) Can the minister advise the house whether he is aware of anyone who does not support the government's
efforts to reset housing policies and investment?

Mr John Carey replied:
I thank the member for Joondalup for her questions, and congratulations, Mr Speaker, on your appointment.

(1)~(2) As members know, our government has a resolute focus on doing everything we can to boost housing
supply across the continuum in Western Australia. We have, since 2021, invested more than $5 billion in
social housing, affordable housing and homelessness programs. We are nearly at that magic figure of
3,000 social homes. I watch it every month—tick, tick, tick. There are 2,950 social homes, and we have
done that because we reset our housing programs and policies. We looked outside the box. We embraced
modular to deliver housing. We changed our planning rules to cut red tape, to streamline and to get
housing out the door. The Premier referred to the fee-free courses and radically rethinking how we do
TAFE.

We reset those policies and there is more to come as part of our election commitments, with a new
innovation fund to embrace the modular industry. That reset is paying off. The most recent data shows
that there has been a 47% rise in building approvals to 22,000. That is outstripping the situation in other
states. The Perth rental vacancy rate is now at 2.3%—doubling that from a few years ago. That builds on
the latest data for housing completions, which shows that Western Australia is leading the nation. All
those key housing indicators show that Western Australia is leading the nation.

When it came to the election, despite four years of criticisms, the opposition would not commit to a social
housing target. In fact, it would not commit to any target. Then, one day, the opposition slipped a social
housing media commitment online, in which it said after four years of criticisms, "We'll do everything
they're doing." That was it! The opposition's plan was our plan. That was the social housing policy it took
to the election. The opposition says it is doing a total reset. I am not seeing that reset to date. It has not
been demonstrated by the Leader of the Opposition. In one of his first acts, he went to a WA Planning
Commission meeting to publicly oppose critical new housing for housing supply.

He also did the favourite Liberal thing, and that is undermine the integrity of the independent Western
Australian Planning Commission by stating at that meeting that it had made a predetermined outcome.
We have the former Liberal leader, who said that the election was a referendum on the women's and
babies' hospital, yet has not acknowledged the will of the Western Australian people and still says that
the Western Australian people got it wrong and that the location is wrong. But I think the most telling
lack of total reset comes to "The Clan". "The Clan" is still in control of the WA Liberal Party; Nick Goiran
is still firmly on the front bench as its shadow Attorney General. It is interesting that there was an
avalanche of media articles by The West Australian and WAtoday, including "Clan-aligned WA Liberals
candidates to duke it out for winnable upper house spot" and "Clan member Nick Goiran insists he didn't
pull strings in the South Perth pre-selection”, knocking off the most recognised and best Liberal candidate
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Hayley Cormann, and Josh Zimmerman was talking about "The Clan". It is interesting that everyone in
this chamber knows that "The Clan" exists, except one person. One person has no knowledge of "The
Clan". I refer to the Leader of the Opposition, who said:

Look, Oli, I've said many times, as I have been asked about it over the last few months, I can only
go on personal experience and I don't believe or—if "The Clan" exists, I have no awareness or
have seen no evidence of it. Clearly, Nick Goiran exists ...

I thought I was having a metaphysical crisis, because I saw Nick Goiran and he was not real! But I am
glad the Leader of the Liberal Party has given his assurance to all Western Australians that Nick Goiran
exists. This is the reality. There is no total reset by the WA Liberals. I say this to the Leader of the
Opposition: if you want to understand the machinations of "The Clan", perhaps you would like to talk to
the member for Carine, the education spokesperson on your front shadow cabinet who takes his orders
from Nick Goiran, who is a clan boy. What is very evident is this: it does not matter what they say or do,
there is no reset when it comes to planning, when it comes to housing or when it comes to getting its
house in order and finally dealing with the extremist power brokers who operate in the WA Liberals.

FIRST HOME BUYERS—STAMP DUTY EXEMPTIONS
Mrs Magenta Marshall to the Minister for Finance:

Thank you, Mr Speaker. May I congratulate you on your new role.

I refer to the Cook Labor government's efforts to make home ownership available to more Western Australians.

(1

@)

Can the minister update the house on this government's election commitment to lower stamp duty rates
for first homebuyers?

Can the minister advise the house how these changes will impact Western Australians buying their first
home?

Mr David Michael replied:

(1)~(2) I thank the member for Rockingham for that question and for her great election win as well. It is great to

20.

have her back in the chamber and great to have her on the mark in terms of standing up in the chamber.
I thank the member for her interest in the matter. Obviously, we know for many Western Australians how
important it is to get into the housing market to buy their first home. As the member knows, I live where
I have lived my whole life and I got to buy where I live off my mum and dad. I did that in chunks, because
I could not afford it all at once. I remember when I first signed my home loan—a pretty daunting thing to
do—to buy the first chunk of the house. As we have gone on, the responsibility it gives you as an adult
and being able to get on with your life and do something that is important is something we want many
Western Australians to do if they are able to. That is why it is important to get this legislation in.

I am really proud that we are delivering one of the first election commitments in terms of bringing the
duties bill into the house. Members would know that earlier today I introduced the Duties Amendment
Bill 2025 in my role as Minister for Finance. That important legislation means that more support is now
available for people purchasing eligible homes, land, apartments or townhouses for the first time. The
changes in this bill will benefit around 22,000 buyers over the next four years, with about 8,000 no longer
having to pay any transfer duty when buying their first home or vacant land to build their first home. This
means homebuyers could save nearly $18,000 on homes valued up to $500,000. A reduced rate of duty
will also be applied to homes valued between $500,000 and $700,000 in the Perth metropolitan and Peel
regions, and to homes valued between $500,000 and $750,000 in the rest of our state. First home buyers
purchasing vacant land to build their first home will pay no duty on land valued up to $350,000 and a
reduced rate of duty will apply to land valued between $350,000 and $450,000. There is more. The
changes will also provide a saving of up to $15,000 for people purchasing new strata apartments or
townhouses.

Obviously, members, we have come back to Parliament a little sooner than we all probably thought we
were going to and I thank members for that, because by allowing me to introduce the bill this morning, it
means that we will be able to ensure that eligible transactions made from Friday 21 March will be eligible
for these changes under conventions in the act to allow those things to be pre-dated. I look forward to
debating the bill when we come back after the break; I am looking forward to contributions. It is good
news for first homebuyers and good news for people wanting to buy an apartment off the plan. It is very
exciting and I look forward to having this legislation move through Parliament in the coming months.

INFINITE GREEN ENERGY

Mr Lachlan Hunter to the Premier:
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Thank you, Mr Speaker. I congratulate you on your election to the role of Speaker, given it is my first time
speaking.

I refer to Infinite Green Energy, which proposed a major hydrogen project in my electorate of Central Wheatbelt.

@) Can the Premier confirm whether his government handed over $1.5 million of the $5 million grant
announced in July 2023?

2) Given that 90% of Australia's $100 billion hydrogen pipeline remains stuck at the concept stage, why did
the government proceed with funding without ensuring the company was even solvent and without even
meeting appropriate milestones?

Mr Roger Cook replied:

(1)-(2) We on this side actually believe that climate change is a thing. We on this side actually believe in
renewable energy playing an important role as part of our future. We on this side believe that Western
Australia can become a renewable energy powerhouse and create thousands and thousands of jobs and
generations of prosperity that come with it. This is part of our Made in WA plan, which is about ensuring
that we benefit from the availability of affordable, reliable renewable energy to stimulate and create a
whole new sector and a whole new generation of manufacturing opportunities in Western Australia. It is
because of our vision that the people of Western Australia decided they would give us another turn on the
government benches, because they see that we have a plan for Western Australia to take this state forward.
The other thing they probably did was look at the other side and see that it had no plan and no policies—
nothing to provide the people of Western Australia with any confidence that if the Liberal and National
Parties formed government, they would take this state forward.

Clearly, we are working hard with industry to make sure that we can overcome some of the technical,
commercial and engineering issues that these nascent industries confront. That is one of the reasons why
we have our Investment Attraction Fund. It is an important opportunity to back companies to ensure that
they be a part of Western Australia's prosperous future. When we make these funds available, they are on
the basis of very stringent guidelines and very detailed scrutiny in relation to those companies: Can they
deliver the project? What is their commerciality? Are they able to service the grant and, ultimately, can
they meet the milestones associated with that particular grant? The departments are assisted by a range of
consultants who have oversight of the books of these companies to ensure that all these things are met.

In this case, Infinite Green, when it came to the government, said it wanted to create a hydrogen-based
industry in the member for Central Wheatbelt's electorate. It was a huge opportunity for the people living
in Northam and in that whole area to be part of the global supply chain of renewable energy. A great
opportunity. It is one that if we could get it and seize that opportunity, we would take it, obviously. Upon
initial assessment, the department gave us the advice that we should provide Infinite Green a grant that
would see that opportunity come to light. Now, as the member says, I think around about $1.5 million
was made available to the company as part of the initial stage of its project. It then became apparent that
it was not able to meet subsequent milestones. Therefore, only $1.5 million of its $5 million grant was
actually provided to the company, and it is because of this oversight that we were not exposed to any
more financial risk in relation to the way that company worked.

I do not get any great satisfaction from being able to say that that company will only receive $1.5 million
of its $5 million grant. We would love to see Infinite Green move forward and really be a pioneer in our
merging renewable and hydrogen industries. But the fact of the matter is it did not meet its milestones, so
we had to stop funding it. That is an important part of managing these sort of grants.

21. Mr Lachlan Hunter to the Premier:

I have a supplementary question. Will the Premier disclose how many times he met or communicated with Infinite
Green Energy or its representatives, given that the chief executive told the Supreme Court recently that he could
call the Premier anytime to ask for a top-up of money?

Mr Roger Cook replied:

I would be delighted to provide all that information to the member. He just needs to fill out a freedom of
information form.

EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS—AMBULANCE RAMPING
22. Ms Libby Mettam to the Minister for Health:

€)) At a time when the state government is spending record amounts on ghost trains, will the minister commit
to securing the necessary funding in the June state budget needed to fix our overcrowded emergency
departments and address the record levels of ambulance ramping?
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2) If so, when can we anticipate to see a reduction in the shocking ramping levels we have become
accustomed to under the Cook Labor government?

Ms Meredith Hammat replied:

(1)=(2) Thank you, member, for the question. One of the things it is important to recognise when discussing the
health portfolio is that we have put in an additional $14.3 billion into health since 2021. Therefore, the
member has really made a false equivalence there. We are putting record amounts of money into our
health system. We have put in 800 beds since 2021 and there are hundreds more in the pipeline to come.
We have increased staffing by 30% since 2021. We have made a number of election commitments at this
election that will take our plans even further forward, like the investments into upgrading the Royal Perth
Hospital emergency department and upgrading Midland's emergency department. Therefore, our work is
ongoing in the health portfolio. As I outlined yesterday, there is a focus on addressing issues associated
with ramping. I explained that a number of factors are contributing to that: the ageing population, the fact
that we have a record number of people moving to Western Australia and a significantly growing
population—and the increase in complexity when people present at emergency departments—these are
all things that are having an impact on ramping. We have a focus on this, which is why we are making
investments right across the system that are going to make a difference. As I outlined yesterday, we are
doing a range of things that will take our work under the former Minister for Health in this area even
further.

I have talked about more beds. I have talked about upgrades we are doing to the emergency departments.
We are also modernising the system through the WA Virtual Emergency Department. We have already
put it in place. We have a commitment from this election to put another $36 million into that system, and
I am very excited to see the work that we will do. We have put in place the State Health Operations
Centre, a really important part of making our system run as a system. We are delivering more care in the
community, through Hospital in the Home, and we are investing $140 million in election commitments
into aged care. Therefore, there has been a significant amount of money going into the health system.

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Members!

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Minister! Members! Premier! Leader of the Opposition!
Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Premier! Treasurer!

Members, when I stand, you stop talking. It does not matter what you are doing, you cease—okay? The minister
is on her feet trying to respond to the question. Question time is drawing out again, and we will have to drag it
back next time. If you are lucky, you might get one more question each. Carry on, minister.

Ms Meredith Hammat: Thank you, Mr Speaker.

As I was saying, we are doing a range of work not just focusing on emergency department, but clearly that is an
important focus for us. As I said, we have put in $14.3 billion of new funding since 2021, 800 more beds with
hundreds more coming and a 30% increase in staff with 4,400 more nurses and 1,800 more doctors. We are doing
an incredible amount of work. I am really proud to be a part of a government that takes our commitment to the
health of Western Australians seriously, and I am really looking forward to delivering outcomes for these people.

23. Ms Libby Mettam to the Minister for Health:

I have a supplementary question. In relation to results, is the minister committed to reducing ambulance ramping
to pre-2017 levels?

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Members!

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Order, opposition leader! Carry on, minister.
Ms Meredith Hammat replied:

We want to see a reduction in ramping; I think we have been very clear about that. One of the things in a system
as big as the Western Australian health system is that it is not going to happen overnight. We have made
investments. We are going further with the election commitments that we have made. There is more to do, and we
are getting on with the job of delivering for the people of Western Australia.
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FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE—CRISIS ACCOMMODATION
24, Mrs Lorna Clarke to the Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence:

I refer to the Cook Labor government's commitment to addressing the causes of family and domestic violence,
supporting victim-survivors and holding perpetrators to account.

(1 Can the minister inform the house of how this government is building on its historic investment to address
family and domestic violence?

2) Can the minister detail how this plan will increase crisis accommodation supply and support victim-
survivors?

Mrs Jessica Stojkovski replied:

Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I also congratulate you on your election and congratulate the member for her election
and her wonderful, heartfelt inaugural speech yesterday.

(1)~(2) Thank you for this question. It was clear from the member's speech yesterday that this is something that
she holds dear to her heart. I stand here as the third Minister for the Prevention of Family and Domestic
Violence. We, of course, were the first government to bring in a ministry for the prevention of family and
domestic violence. It is a role that I am now very humbled to hold, but I would also like to start by
acknowledging the former ministers in Minister McGurk and Minister Winton who have laid a substantial
foundation for this particular portfolio area.

We have undertaken a record investment since we were elected in 2017 of over $550 million, not to
mention the firearms reforms that we have also brought in, which will have a substantial impact on victim-
survivors of family and domestic violence. Other measures are GPS tracking and the establishment of the
serial family violence offender declaration for repeat offenders. We have undertaken landmark work
within the sector to deliver the system reform plan, and we were the first state government to introduce
primary prevention to stop violence before it starts. This is one that I particularly think that we have done
some great work in because we understand that stopping violence against women actually starts with how
we treat women and treating women with respect. We on this side of the house are very aware of how
that follows through into our family and domestic violence numbers.

We have also introduced automatic recognition of violence restraining orders from other states and have
created a new offence for non-fatal strangulation. We have increased our refuge capacity by 30% and are
now funding 45 refuges and safe houses across WA, and almost half of those are in regional WA.

Since 2017, we have opened five new refuges: one in Peel, one in Kwinana, two in the East Metropolitan
Region; and, of course, the Ruah Centre for Women and Children. We have also seen a number of
expansions in Kalgoorlie, Karratha and Derby. This is a significant increase in the number of units being
offered for people escaping from family and domestic violence in our community.

The member asked how much has changed. When we came into government, the previous Liberal—
National government allocated around only $43 million a year to family and domestic violence issues.
This financial year, the Cook Labor government is committing $157 million in Department of
Communities—led initiatives alone. That is just us. That does not even count the amazing work done by
the police and other very important departments. That is more than triple the $43 million that had been
provided before we came into government.

These initiatives are a record that I am proud to stand behind along with my colleagues the members for
Fremantle and Wanneroo, but they are not everything. We will do more over the next four years. We have
committed a further $38.6 million to boost refuge capacity and keep victim-survivors safe and we will
deliver on new law reform. This will include $27.1 million to expand the capacity of refuges across the
state, creating up to 18 new units. These will be located in Albany and Geraldton, and refuges will be
expanded in Midland, Thornlie, Southern River, Victoria Park, Fremantle and Rockingham.

The member will also be interested to know that we will provide an additional $11.5 million to boost the
Safe at Home program to service more areas to help women and children stay safe in their own homes
after the perpetrators have been removed. This will be of interest to the member as one of those important
services will be located in Yanchep in her electorate of Butler. Additional Safe at Home support will be
established in Geraldton, Albany, Mandurah, Karratha, Broome and Serpentine—Byford.

The member will also know that we are undertaking significant additional law reforms to strengthen
family violence restraining orders. These are issues that we on this side take very seriously. We will
always make sure that there are safe places for vulnerable people to go. We will always listen to the sector
and the experts and take their advice on how we should proceed with things and we will open more
services, not close them. Our record is clear. We will continue to show leadership in this space and on
this issue.
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The Speaker: The member for Kalamunda with the last question.
CORRECTIVE SERVICES—PRISONS
25. Mr Adam Hort to the Minister for Corrective Services:

May I congratulate you, Mr Speaker, on your ascension. It has been wonderful to work with you in the past, being
from neighbouring electorates. Despite being on opposite sides of the floor, I look forward to working with you
for the east of Perth.

I refer to media reports about a new $1 billion secret prison being planned and I note that the Premier in March
denied knowledge of the plan.

) When was the minister briefed on a plan for the new prison?
2) What is the estimated cost for a new prison?
3) Has the government decided to proceed with the new prison?

Mr Paul Papalia replied:
I thank the member for his question.

(1)—(3) Itis the nature of secrets that they are secret. Sadly, member, there is no secret plan. I can tell the member
that work is being done by the department on a global accommodation infrastructure proposal to
accommodate the increasing prison population. There has been significant growth in recent years and as
a consequence, a range of measures are being implemented right now. There is an immediate response, a
mid-term response and a longer proposal, all of which are part of a proposal by the agency, but it has not
yet come to us for consideration. What the member saw, I think, during the caretaker period was a story
generated by prison officers and is not reflective of any secret agenda.

26. Mr Adam Hort to the Minister for Corrective Services:

I have a supplementary question. How could staff at Casuarina Prison be briefed on the plan for a new prison
before a decision by government was made?

Mr Paul Papalia replied:

As I said, no plan has been presented to government. No-one has a briefing on anything, other than what might be
speculation around the need for a prison and a discussion amongst prison officers who naturally have an interest
in these matters. With regard to an amount or anything of that nature that might be appended to building a new
prison, I think that the member will find it is just someone who has speculated and thrown a number out there, and
it makes a good story.

The Speaker: That concludes question time.
QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE 13—ROAD SAFETY
Supplementary information

Mr Reece Whitby (Baldivis—Minister for Road Safety) (3:05 pm): I would like to clarify a response I gave to
a question without notice from the member for Mid-West. I would like to confirm that no moneys from the road
trauma trust fund were used to wrap a Maserati motorcar, so the member for Mid-West can rest easy. That
accusation that he obviously did not take too much time to investigate in terms of its probity and inaccuracy, is
actually completely wrong.

QUESTION TIME
Statement

The Speaker (Mr Stephen Price) (3:06 pm): Members, as you can see, question time has taken a fair bit of time
today. If ministers could keep that in mind going forward and maybe drop 100 to 150 words off their response,
that would be great.

TREASURER'S ADVANCE AUTHORISATION BILL 2025
Third reading
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.

Ms Sandra Brewer (Cottesloe) (3:06 pm): I will conclude the opposition's comments on the Treasurer's Advance
Authorisation Bill 2025. When we looked at this bill, it became evident that a few themes were going on. First, we
had an extremely short time to look at it. Perhaps not all members were here for the second reading debate and
consideration in detail, but for the opposition to have only some 48 hours is most irregular and not consistent with
the Premier's promise to lead a government that is humble and respectful and will return the trust that the people
of Western Australia have placed in it. This bill proposes to advance an extra $1.926 billion to the Treasurer's
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existing advance limit of just over a billion dollars. The opposition has supported this bill in the interests of
improving government services and delivery. The total amount forecast to be drawn in excess of and compared
with the state budget is $2.5 billion, and over 70 items are outlined in the Government Mid-year Financial
Projections Statement and the Pre-election Financial Projections Statement. Many of those costs are routine costs
that should have been considered in the state budget. This is in stark contrast to 2021 when, following the election,
members were given the courtesy of at least five days to consider the bill and only $750 million was sought to
support costs related to Cyclone Seroja, the Wooroloo bushfires and the COVID pandemic.

The backdrop for the Treasurer's advance is 10.5% growth in expenditure. Over $4.3 billion more has been spent
in the state budget compared with the previous year. Nevertheless, the opposition will support the bill and looks
forward to the improvement in government services as a result. Governments should be judged by what they
achieve, not by what they spend. I am also concerned that consideration in detail revealed that the state budget will
be brought down on 19 June. Thank you very much! This is interesting. I hope that some government members
will note what we found out this morning. The state budget will be held on 19 June. Following previous elections,
the state budget in 2013 was brought down on 8 August; in 2017, it was on 7 September; and in 2021, it was on
9 September.

This year it will be on 19 June. Members can draw their own conclusions about why the state budget has been
brought forward, but for approaching $50 billion in expenditure—

Ms Rita Saffioti: We were working hard.

Ms Sandra Brewer: The Treasurer will be working very hard and I hope her ministers know what they have been
signed up for. This is going to be an absolutely rushed budget. It is going to be prepared by her ministers in a rush
of weeks rather than months. It must be a reckless approach, or was the government so arrogant that Treasury had
begun preparing the budget prior to the election, anticipating that the government would be returned and
incorporating its election commitments? If it is the latter, there has been a gross misuse of the public sector and
the poor public servants who have had to do that work. I feel for the ministers of the government, who now have
avery short period of time in which to contribute to the state budget. The pressure is on them. We will be watching
with interest how the budget process proceeds.

In conclusion, I would like to thank the Treasury advisers for their contribution to the Treasurer's Advance
Authorisation Bill 2025. T would like to thank them for the briefing that they provided and for being so responsive
to the questions in consideration in detail today.

Ms Rita Saffioti (West Swan—Treasurer) (3:11 pm) in reply: I have never seen an opposition that does not want
us to work hard. Honestly, what do members think we are going to be doing? Of course we want to work hard and
present a budget. We have incredible economic momentum out there, as well as economic challenges. That is why
we want to get on with it and present our budget. I have never seen an opposition pre-empt being the laziest
opposition. We saw after eight years that members opposite were lazy, but they are already claiming that they do
not want to do a budget and they want to defer it until September. We are ready to go. We are out there. I am
working through the holidays and I am ready to go. I am shocked—or maybe not, because we have heard that the
shadow Treasurer does not like to make decisions or do work. Now she is trying to say that she does not want us
to work hard. I want to work hard. We all want to work hard, do we not? Having a 19 June budget means that we
can work hard. Do members know why? It is because we have those election commitments to deliver. We outlined
them. We have come in already. We have the stamp duty cuts, we have the student assistance payment and we
have our commitments to roll out. We do not want to wait until December to do that, do we, members? No. We
have commitments to our constituencies. Do we like working hard, members?

Government members: Yes.
Ms Rita Saffioti: Do we like delivering our commitments, members?
Government members: Yes.

Ms Rita Saffioti: That is what we are doing. We are out there delivering our commitments and working hard. I
am sorry, shadow Treasurer. I do not know what the member had planned. I do not know whether she had planned
some holidays. But we are out there delivering a budget to deliver the commitments that we gave to Western
Australians at the election. That is why they voted for us. They did not vote for us to sit around and think about it
for six months, did they, members?

Government members: No.

Ms Rita Saffioti: They voted for us to come in here, get stuff done and deliver the commitments, and that is what
we are doing.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY
Motion
Resumed from 8 April 2025 on the following motion moved by Mrs Lorna Clarke:
That the following Address-in-Reply to His Excellency’s speech be agreed to —

To His Excellency the Honourable Christopher Dawson AC APM, Governor of the State of
Western Australia.

May it please Your Excellency —

We, the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of the State of Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank Your Excellency
for the speech you have been pleased to address to Parliament.

Mr Shane Love (Mid-West—Leader of the Nationals WA) (3:14 pm): Thank you, Acting Speaker, and
welcome back.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs Lisa Munday): Thank you.

Mr Shane Love: I rise to respond to the Governor's address. As the Leader of the Nationals WA, I am very aware
of the great diversity that we have in Western Australia. Right from the Kimberley through to the Wheatbelt and
from the Goldfields down to the Great Southern and across to the South West, Western Australia is an area of great
diversity and, increasingly, we are seeing within Western Australia some very complex issues that need to be
addressed. But before I get to those, I would like to talk a little bit about the past election.

Over the 112-year history of the National Party, there have been rumours of our extinction many times. If we think
back to 2008, which was the one vote, one value election, when the seat of Greenough disappeared and was merged
into the seats of Geraldton and Moore, which is my own area, we know that many regional voices were silenced.
Once again it was said at this election that the Nationals faced an existential threat with the changes to the upper
house, the Legislative Council, and the representation in that chamber. But, in the face of that attack, the Nationals
have fought back. In fact, we have come back with double the number of members we had in the Legislative
Assembly prior to the election. I congratulate all my colleagues who have been elected to Parliament—the four
individuals behind me—and have taken their place this week for the first time in Parliament, just as I congratulate
members of the Liberal Party who have also similarly been elected.

For the first time since the 1940s, the Nationals have had a member elected for the seat of Geraldton, so
congratulations to the member for Geraldton. It was the 1950s when Albany was last held by the Nationals at an
election, and we have here our member for Albany. It is a fantastic achievement for both the party and those
individuals concerned, not to mention the returning members for the seats of Central Wheatbelt and Roe. The seat
of Warren—Blackwood has come back into the fold after one small term of voter regret, when they happened to
have a dalliance with the Labor Party, but it did not last too long and they are back in the fold now.

We know that the path back to winning Geraldton and Albany has been a long and, at times, hard one. I remember
when Hon Paul Brown—he is still an honourable fellow, but he was given that title because of his position in the
Legislative Council—resigned from the Council to contest the seat of Geraldton in 2017. He was unsuccessful,
but, in doing so, I think he set the path towards reclaiming that seat. It is often from smaller beginnings, when we
start with a lesser result, that, over time, a seat is finally taken.

I believe the campaign in Geraldton was very remarkable. I put it down to a number of things. First of all, I would
like to acknowledge Rob Horstman, who was the chair of the campaigns for Geraldton and the Mid-West. He
played a big part in seeing the resurgence of the Nationals in that general area. Despite a four-cornered contest,
because a strong independent former mayor of the City of Geraldton ran, as did candidates from the Liberal and
Labor Parties and a bunch of other people, our fantastic candidate had a stunning result and pushed me into fourth
position on the leader's table in terms of margins held by the National Party in Parliament. It was a fantastic result
for Geraldton. Well done to Kirrilee Warr.

I would like to make some note about Northampton. People might be aware that the Northampton Football Club,
the Rams, is known for producing AFL players well above the weight of the numbers in the town, including Daniel
Chick and Andrew Lockyer, who I think was the first AFL player to come from there. Of course, other players
include Paddy Cripps, who is the reigning Brownlow Medallist and a dual Brownlow Medallist. The Northampton
Rams show that Northampton punches above its weight as a footy club and as a community.

The Northampton branch of the Nationals WA was actually defunct when I became member for Moore, and Moore
included Northampton until the last election. With the help of people like Peter and Ann Cripps, Hon Murray
Criddle and others, we got that branch up and running. Quite extraordinarily, I think there are about 30 members
in the entire branch. There are now three members of Parliament serving in the 42nd Parliament from that branch.
We have Kirrilee here from Geraldton, Rob Horstman, member-elect for the Legislative Council, and Julie
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Freeman. One comes from Mullewa, the member for Geraldton is the former President of the Shire of Chapman
Valley and Rob Horstman was Deputy President of the Shire of Northampton. There truly is something in the air
or the water around the Northampton — Chapman Valley — Mullewa environs. It is a great sadness to me in a way
that they are no longer part of my constituency, but I have now moved on to other areas that I need to represent.

Although we are not on the government benches, I think progress has been made towards government. I feel that
in the last couple of days in this chamber, there is a renewed enthusiasm, and fresh minds are being applied to the
task of opposition. I think this is going to be a very exciting time as we head towards the 2029 election and the
change of government that will inevitably occur in 2029 when the people of Western Australia wake up to the fact
that this government has run out of ideas and has no idea what it is doing next and no comeback. It will come
across to a side that has fresh ideas, fresh voices and fresh people willing to make a difference for their state and
their community.

Talking about people wanting to make a difference for their state and their community, I would like to particularly
thank the Nationals' campaign director, Nathan Quigley. It was a fantastic result. With scant resources, Nathan
really put together a great campaign that was highly targeted and made sure that we made the most of every dollar
and every interaction with a potential voter. Nathan is not one to waste time with people who have already made
up their minds. He is very much aware of making sure that those people who can be persuaded are persuaded to
change their views and to make sure they throw their support behind our politics and our side.

I would also like to thank state director Julie Kirby and our campaign chair and state president Julie Freeman and
a whole bunch of people in the state secretariat who did a lot of work, including the former member for Moore in
the Youth Parliament in two terms, Peta Humphreys, one of the outstanding young people coming through from
the electorate of Moore, now Mid-West, who are going to make a big impact in WA politics into the future.

To my Leader of the Opposition (LOOP) team and now leader of the second party (LOSP) team, thank you very
much. Thank you very much to all of those people who made such a tremendous contribution to the campaign. To
Heather York, my chief of staff, and to all of her crew—some of them are up there actually—Erin and Kate, thank
you very much. Cale, Holly, Zoe, Heather and a whole bunch of other people who have been involved—

Mr Peter Rundle: Coral.

Mr Shane Love: Coral, yes. I do not want to leave anybody out. They have all done a tremendous job—so thank
you very much—as we made our way through the state. The loss of a seat in the Legislative Assembly occurred
when Moore was abolished and merged with sections of the old seat of North West Central, which was also
abolished. That occurred at a time when we already faced a situation in which 18 dedicated voices were being lost
from regional WA. The six members who were dedicated to the Agricultural Region, the six members dedicated
to the Mining and Pastoral Region and the six members dedicated to the South West Region are no longer dedicated
to any geographic footprint. The 37 members who will make up the chamber now all represent the whole of the
state. We know that nobody can represent the whole of the state as a representative and represent that district or
region. That is a nonsense. We will see that instead of a chamber in which there is a level of representation of a
constituency, it will morph into a chamber in which people will represent the views of a particular political party
and nothing else. It will fundamentally change over time the structure and the demeanour of that chamber, and I
think it is a change that will not serve the state well.

Returning to the seat of Mid-West, this new seat has an extensive area of 423,508 square kilometres. I do not know
whether or not there are any fewer hectares extra in there, but that is a fair whack of country—about twice the size
of Victoria and 16.8% of the state's landmass. It stretches from the outskirts of the Perth metropolitan area. If you
go to Two Rocks and about two kays north of where the Atlantis statue is, that is the start of the Mid-West
electorate. It runs all the way up to Coral Bay, skirts around the seat of Geraldton, which is now extended a little
bit and goes up and encompasses Northampton, Chapman Valley and the old Mullewa shire, which used to be in
the seat of Moore. Elements of the seat of Moore have also shifted into Central Wheatbelt. I will no longer be able
to go as the local member to Toodyay and hold court at the Toodyay Bakery.

Mr Lachlan Hunter: They still love you.

Mr Shane Love: I might go there for the federal election if you will let me and I will stand at the booth there for
you. We know that this is a vast area that not only goes up the coast that way, but also heads inland from Muchea
up past Meekatharra, nearly to Newman, in fact. That is the extent of it. The area has extraordinary differences in
landscapes. There are the Chittering foothills in the Perth area. It runs up through the inland plains right up into
the more arid pastoral country, across to the coast where there is some desert coast in the Gascoyne Coast, the
Ningaloo Reef and Shark Bay et cetera down into areas just outside of Perth, such as Guilderton, Lancelin and
others. It is a diverse area with a diversity of industries.

People might not know that the Mid-West electorate, for instance, has very significant connection to space
exploration with the Square Kilometre Array, which is at the old Belardi station in the Murchison area. There is
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also significant satellite tracking and packaging facilities in the Mingenew shire. Some of them are run by NASA;
a lot are run by private enterprise. That is a little untold story that people know nothing about.

Also, of course, down in Gingin, people know the Gravity Discovery Centre down there but they might not know
that it played a significant role in proving the theory of relativity and being one of those areas that helped to
establish—

Mr David Michael: I reckon you guys need a bit of that!

Mr Shane Love: Oh, yes, you keep quiet. It is an amazing and diverse variety of very high-tech space and
exploration and satellite support networks through to the more traditional industries such as fishing and tourism,
mining and mineral processing and a huge range of cultural industries from broadacre farming, horticulture,
viticulture, pastoralism—you name it and it is in that region. People may not know that the Gingin area is one of
the largest horticultural and vegetable-growing areas in the state. It is right on the doorstep of Perth. Although
Carnarvon is much better known for its magnificent produce, I think by scale it is somewhat smaller than what is
produced around Gingin as a total amount of product. There are some very huge vegetable operations in that area.

Of course, there are significant mining industries. There is a lot of iron ore, mineral sands and mineral processing.
We are seeing communities from as far apart as Meekatharra down to Cataby and Eneabba, where there is a huge
amount of industrial development for mining. At Eneabba, Iluka is developing its rare earths refinery facility. It is
a multibillion-dollar project and, of course, at Meekatharra and other areas we are seeing the development of
vanadium and other critical minerals into the future.

One of the other major industries in the area is construction, because an awful lot of houses are being built in that
area, as well as industrial complexes, with the construction that goes with those. We are seeing a huge amount of
construction and new housing going in to communities like Jurien Bay, Gingin, some of the Chittering
communities and Dongara. Most of the Mid-West and Gascoyne regions encompass those large, expansive
industries of mining and agriculture, shared with the seat of Geraldton, and together they produce the equivalent
of about $7 billion worth of products.

As I have said, the area has some of the most unique and iconic destinations in the state, from Ningaloo Reef, up
near Coral Bay, down through Shark Bay—all World Heritage areas—and across to Mount Augustus, also known
as Burringurrah, which, of course, is the largest rock in the world. I will not get into whether it is a monolith or an
anticline—I will leave that to the experts—but it is a big rock. I have climbed it, and I got lost when I was coming
down. My son, Kieran, who was here yesterday, had to go up and find me. I said I was not lost and I was just
having a look around, but, no, I was lost! Fortunately, I did not come to any harm.

Of course, the communities are very, very much focused on sometimes getting together and having fun. There are
amazing events such as the Gascoyne Food Festival, the Gascoyne Dash, and the Meekatharra Outback Festival
and Races, which is one of the major events right across the area in the south. The area has a lot of shows, although
Moora has both a show and a race meeting. There are race meetings in a lot of other communities like Mingenew
and Dongara. Poor old Mingenew has had a couple of cancellations of late and had a hard time with its race
meetings, but they are still a big part of the town. In other areas such as Landor, Mount Magnet, Gascoyne Junction
and Carnarvon the race rounds are vital for the community. I note that during the election campaign a policy for a
$25 million country racing infrastructure fund was being worked through with the then Minister for Racing and
Gaming and the industry. Then, all of a sudden, it was not a thing; it was just something the government had been
discussing. So of course the Nationals WA came to the party and we said we would back that $25 million of
infrastructure for country racing for them. I am happy to say that the government backflipped and listened on that
occasion. That was a bit of a pattern through the election campaign. We would make an announcement and the
next thing the government was doing it. We had a $100 million announcement about the Patient Assisted Travel
Scheme because it is woefully inadequate.

(Member's time extended.)

Mr Shane Love: We know that is woefully inadequate and so we stumped up $100 million, and Labor put in place
a similar policy. We will call that a win for the National Party in both country racing and the PATS policy.

There is also greater protection for the fishing industry. The fishers came to us and said that the government had
done away with the Aquatic Resources Management Act, something the Premier called a dog of an act, and that
we would go back to the Fish Resources Management Act. There was no effort on that from the government. In
fact, the government refused to provide greater security of tenure for fishing industry licences. So we said we were
right behind the fishing families and the industry. The Liberal Party then also said the same and, lo and behold,
the government caved in because it did not want to face up to concerted campaigns in towns like Geraldton, Albany
and other areas that were shaping up to be very, very difficult for the government to win as it was, let alone without
having the fishing families on its back. That was a great outcome for the fishing industry. If only everybody else
could get such a backflip.
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This government has let communities down in so many ways. One of the great bugbears of most communities in
regional WA that I have been through, from Kununurra all the way through to the south, but especially in the north
and in the Goldfields, has been rising crime. It was a big issue in Geraldton, and it is a big issue in the Kimberley,
the Pilbara, Kalgoorlie, the Mid-West and in so many communities. People feel unsafe in their own communities.
We put together a very strong package to address that. The police recruitment that this government has said it will
do is yet again another measure it announced, but nothing ever changes. There does not seem to be an end to the
crime and the problems. We see under-resourced police, and other services are leaving the community and
therefore communities are losing heart.

Our primary producers and farmers face uncertainty. The live sheep export ban of the Albanese government is
wreaking havoc right across WA. I and other members have attended rallies with Keep the Sheep and other groups.
There is also a lot of support from people in the farming industries who are very, very concerned, quietly
concerned, about it as well—not necessarily going to those protests, but putting up signs on their fence and making
sure that their voices are added to the concern about that real problem.

The record of this government on regions is not good. It shut down the native forest logging industry. We saw the
botched Aboriginal cultural heritage legislation, which has let the genie out of the bottle in Western Australia. We
now see the farming industry and local governments somewhat hamstrung in their ability to go about their business
because of the ramifications that flow from that Aboriginal cultural heritage situation. This government says that
it backed live exports but it actually did very little to make its voice known in that regard.

This government also set about to demonise a significant number of people in the community who happened to be
law-abiding citizens who owned a firearm. That has been, I think, one of the stories of the election. I have had
people who have been long-time union members, some of them union officials, tell me they will never vote Labor
again because of what it has done with firearms. I make a genuine and sincere appeal to the Minister for Police,
the member for Baldivis, to adopt a fairer and more considered approach towards firearms law reform. There was
a bloody-minded attitude from the former Minister for Police, who seemed to want to make people feel that their
neighbours were a threat to them and to actively divide and cause fear in the community without providing any
benefit. I think that has been one of the reasons that many regional people turned against Labor at the last vote.

The pressures our communities face are still there. There needs to be a genuine commitment to regional
development. It is no good to strip away regional representation and ignore the regions and then suddenly say,
"Remember, the former government back in the day had regional ministers." Now we will have some city-based
minister responsible for ensuring that all the problems in the Kimberley or the Pilbara are fixed. What about the
government's member for Pilbara or member for Kimberley? Why does the government not start listening to them?
It has not been listening or maybe they are not speaking. We suspect that is what has happened. That is what
happened in Geraldton, Albany and other places like Warren—Blackwood. People had enough of that. They wanted
someone who would have a voice and speak up for them.

Under this government we have seen the progressive watering down of royalties for regions over the years, to the
point the program has often been used to subsidise government services. It is still being used to subsidise or to pay
for the entirety of the orange school bus fleet, even though some of those buses actually operate in the city. It has
also been used to prop up TAFE services. The government talks about how cheap TAFE services are but it does
not tell people that it is raiding royalties for regions to help to pay for some of that.

We know that this is a government that has actually had very little regard for regional development. A number of
times in the last Parliament, with the last Minister for Regional Development, I held up a very thin—I think, 13-
page—glossy, which was the sum total of the regional development policy of the government of Western Australia.
What a disgrace. That will not happen under a government that we are part of. We would make sure that Royalties
for Regions is protected and that the people in regional Western Australia are actually understood and listened to.
We would be a party in government that would make sure that there were processes in place and a pathway for
people to come forward and bring their ideas to government. We are a party that is connected to local communities
and we understand those local communities. That, I think, is one of the reasons our message resonated with many
people in Perth.

I spoke earlier about "from little things, big things grow". I would like to pay particular tribute to all the candidates
who stood for us in the state election, including those people who stood in the metropolitan area. They have taken
the first step on a very large journey. Every big journey starts with one step and those candidates have taken that
step for the National Party. I thank them for their participation. I also note that our message is resonating with
many people who are coming forward wanting to form branch structures within their local communities in the
metropolitan area, so that they can further develop the National Party presence in the metropolitan area. Once upon
a time the National Party had one amorphous metro branch that covered the whole metropolitan areca. We still have
such a branch, but we are increasingly seeing new branches being developed that are more electorate-focused or
geographically focused, such as the hills branch, the Applecross branch and the South Perth branch. These are
people who are coming forward with the genuine understanding that they need the commonsense politics that the
National Party brings to this chamber and to the Parliament.
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What else do we know? We know that our democratic process is very, very precious and we know that the situation
in this last election was anything but perfect. The conduct of the 2025 state election revealed very serious
weaknesses in the government's stewardship of our democratic processes. Reports of ballot paper shortages, poorly
trained staff and administrative failings were widespread. In some cases, we have heard about voters being turned
away and denied their democratic right to participate in the election. The Governor, in his address to Parliament
yesterday, noted the importance of trust and political stability in Western Australia, and that we, Western
Australian elected representatives, should remain ever-vigilant in keeping our representative democracy working
effectively. What we saw in the 2025 state election fell well short of that. As I said, we have seen all the things
that we have highlighted in the press and in Parliament, and we know that that is unacceptable for any democracy—
least of all a mature democracy in a state as prosperous as this one. This is the 42nd Western Australian Parliament;
one would have thought that, after 42 Parliaments, we would actually know how to do it. This time around, the
Western Australian Electoral Commission had the benefit of knowing the exact date on which the election would
be held. That has not been available to electoral commissioners in the past.

Amendment to motion
Mr Shane Love: In view of that, I move the following amendment to the motion for Address-in-Reply:
That the following words be added to the motion:

but respectfully regrets the conduct of the 2025 state election and condemns the Labor
government for failing to ensure the election was conducted in a competent, fair and orderly
manner, resulting in widespread reported ballot paper shortages, poorly trained staff, and
administrative failures that undermined public confidence and, in some cases, denied Western
Australians their democratic right to vote.

Mr Basil Zempilas (Churchlands—Leader of the Opposition) (3:44 pm): I wish to rise to contribute to this
important amendment on behalf of the opposition, and I thank the Leader of the Nationals WA for his leadership
in this space. As we all know, elections are typically a proud exercise in democracy here in Western Australia.
Fortunately, they are very peaceful, they have typically been reliable, and they have been conducted with integrity,
and that is something that we all hold very dear to our system here in Western Australia. It is precisely because
these standards are so deeply ingrained in our civic life that the serious issues surrounding the 2025 state election
are cause for concern.

From the outset, I must emphasise that we support the government's announcement of an independent special
inquiry into the conduct of the state election, and I acknowledge the Premier—who has just left the chamber—for
his willingness to consult the opposition on the terms of reference. I took a call from the Premier—I know that the
Leader of the Nationals did also—before the government framed the terms of reference for the inquiry and the
membership of the reference panel that will support that inquiry. Quite rightly, the inquiry's terms of reference go
to the structures and processes that protect our democracy. This should not be about assigning personal blame and
it should not be about singling out individuals' failings. However, it is very clearly about accountability, as it
should be. Where does that accountability reside, and how was it exercised, or not exercised, in the planning and
delivery of this election? These are not abstract questions, and the people of Western Australia really do deserve
some answers.

There are a number of questions, notwithstanding the independence of the WA Electoral Commission and given
the importance of electoral integrity, and questions that should and rightfully will be raised. Did cabinet consider
the decisions around the outsourcing of elements of the planning and management of the election? If not, why not?
Specifically, were the Premier, the Attorney General and other senior ministers aware of the changes made to
deliver this election? Did they support these changes? If they were not aware, why were they not informed? As
the Leader of the National Party rightly pointed out in his contribution, the problems that have been highlighted
across the state were not just theoretical; they were real and visible to thousands of Western Australians on polling
day.

I was on a television panel on election night with Minister Carey opposite me, and one of his opening addresses
on the panel was to highlight to everybody around the state that he had been at his polling booth directing people
to another polling booth. That was clearly a concern for a minister of this government on election night. Voters
across the state experienced lengthy wait times and polling stations ran out of ballot papers. We still do not have
any clarity on whether voters were turned away and, if so, how many and where were they turned away to?

The problems that marred the 2025 state election cannot be dismissed as minor glitches or unfortunate
coincidences. We know that there were too many of them for it to be in that category. They reveal a deeper and
more concerning issue—namely, a breakdown in governance, transparency and, I think, accountability in the
administration of our democracy. At the heart of this election's failure was the WA Electoral Commission's
decision to outsource responsibility for the recruitment, onboarding and deployment of approximately
7,000 personnel across 682 polling locations statewide. That is a lot of people and a lot of polling booths—
7,000 personnel across 682 polling locations around this state.
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We need to be clear on this: PersolKelly was not tasked with assisting around the edges. It provided a lot of people,
and this responsibility was central to the delivery of the state election. Unfortunately, the exercising of this
responsibility did not occur as intended, and issues were identified at polling centres right across the state,
including some of those in Churchlands; I saw that firsthand. Despite claims that every polling place was staffed,
reports from across the state reveal that the system was stretched beyond its limits. There were understaffed booths,
inadequately trained workers and confusion over the basic voting procedures. In some locations, polling stations
ran out of ballot papers early in the day. As members know, a number of our counts were heavily scrutinised. We
counted, recounted and recounted again. I am looking at the member for Kalamunda sitting behind me—the very
reason that seven of us are sitting over here! I had messages coming from the member for Kalamunda saying that
scrutineers observed with their own eyes hand-written ballot papers. There are a lot of things that we expect in the
state of Western Australia, but that is not one of them. We do not expect in Western Australia a great number of
hand-drawn ballot papers.

Training was described by some as minimal to non-existent, with booth workers left unprepared for the
complexities of managing election day processes. These problems were not just inconvenient. They were a serious
breach of the standards expected in the conduct of a democratic election. I hear from somewhere over there that
these are standard practices. No, they are not. In Western Australia, they are not.

Several members interjected.
The Acting Speaker: Go ahead, Leader of the Opposition.
Mr Basil Zempilas: Thank you very much. I appreciate that.

These problems were not just inconvenient; they were a serious breach of the standards expected in the conduct of
a democratic election, yet we hear chatter and laughter from over there. In reality, however, only 557,000 of the
1.8 million eligible voters had voted by 8 March—350,000 fewer than expected. Despite the Western Australian
Electoral Commission's planning assuming that 50% of voters would vote early, in line with turnout patterns in
2021, that was not the case. There was a miscalculation of early voter turnout; something went wrong.

I would like to reiterate that our concerns are not just about a flawed delivery contract. It is also about a systemic
failure in decision-making. Due diligence was evidently lacking and no contingency was in place when things
began to unravel. Governance in elections is not a luxury. It is not something to laugh about; it is a necessity. The
people of Western Australia deserve a system that is not only operationally sound, but also transparent, accountable
and subject to oversight.

The cornerstone of any democracy is trust—trust that the systems underpinning our democratic processes are fair,
reliable and properly administered. When that trust is eroded, as it was during the 2025 state election, it demands
not just reflection but also reform to ensure that the same mistakes are not repeated. They should never be repeated.
We should never again have an election like the 2025 state election. As I stated earlier, the opposition supports the
government's decision to establish a special inquiry into the planning and conduct of the election. The inquiry is
quite rightly independent of the agencies it is tasked with reviewing. It must be comprehensive and it must examine
not just what went wrong, but how and why and who is accountable, and it must provide recommendations to
ensure that the shortcomings of this election are never repeated. The people of Western Australia deserve no less.

I do not intend to go through the terms of reference one by one in order, but they are supported by the opposition
and include the resourcing of polling places, training quality, ballot paper allocation and the slow counting of votes
after election day. However, we consider particularly important the review of the decision-making process around
outsourcing, as outlined in the inquiry's scope. The inquiry must examine whether the current governance model
provides sufficient oversight and accountability. The fact that significant changes to election delivery occurred
potentially without cabinet briefing or ministerial awareness is deeply concerning. If no due diligence was
conducted at the executive level, no risk assessments reviewed and no mitigation strategies discussed in the event
of a system-wide failure, that is not merely an oversight; it is a dereliction of duty. The public has a right to know:
Who authorised this contract? Why was no red flag raised internally about the scope and risk of this arrangement?
Why was no mechanism in place to ensure political accountability for decisions with such profound implications?
We believe serious consideration must be given to whether change is needed to ensure that cabinet is informed or
even required to sign off on substantial structural changes to election delivery in the future. This failure did not
happen in a vacuum; it happened in a system in which no one sounded the alarm, critical decisions were made,
perhaps without scrutiny, and those ultimately responsible claimed they were unaware.

Before I conclude, I take this opportunity to thank the many workers who signed up for the day or for the additional
periods, whether it was via PersolKelly or directly through the Western Australian Electoral Commission—those
many hardworking people who did their duty, did their jobs and worked very hard to make sure that procedures
and processes ran as smoothly as possible despite other difficulties at their polling booth. We owe all those people
a great debt of gratitude. In particular, many of them worked under severe pressure because of the circumstances
that we have described, and for them and to them we say a significant thankyou. They helped us and helped
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Western Australia serve its ultimate democratic right and duty to make sure that our elections are fair, open,
accountable and balanced.

The Liberal Party will stand behind any reform—Ilegislative, procedural or structural—that strengthens the
integrity, transparency and resilience of our electoral system. Public faith in democratic institutions is hard won
and, as we know, easily lost. We cannot risk that. The damage caused by the 2025 election does not just affect
those who waited hours in line, were handed handwritten ballots or were turned away altogether; it affects every
member of our community who relies on a stable, functioning democracy to uphold their voice.

Ms Sandra Brewer (Cottesloe) (3:55 pm): It is my pleasure to support this amendment today. Parliaments exist
to express the will of the people. The ceremonial commencement of the 42nd Parliament yesterday reminds us of
the grave importance of the process of electing our representatives, having them speak on our behalf and make
decisions that will shape our collective future. The opportunity to express one's will is the very cornerstone of
individual participation in civil society. In the electorate of Cottesloe, which has a very large proportion of older
people, their determination to participate democratically was evident every day at the pre-polling booth at the
Cottesloe Civic Centre. Elderly and infirm Western Australians overcame significant obstacles, both physical and
practical, to cast their vote in person. These elderly Western Australians were driven to exercise their individual
right to hover the pencil over the ballot paper and express their choice of candidate, the one who best represents
their values and aspirations for WA, our economy and our society. Consequently, the Cook Labor government's
mismanagement of the WA state election is far more than a bitter disappointment; it represents a fundamental
violation of public faith in the very foundation of our democracy. Western Australians who trusted the government
to deliver a fair and independent election process have had that trust shaken. After following years of media drama
from the United States filled with accusations of elections being "stolen" or "rigged", Western Australians thought
we would never see the day we would doubt the veracity of our own election process.

When the Governor spoke yesterday in the Legislative Council, he said that when he swore in this government's
ministry, he remarked:

... trust is a privilege.
This is a compact of trust between the people and their chosen representatives.

You must cherish that trust and protect it fiercely, because, as we can all observe in some parts of the world,
that trust and faith in the democratic process is being undermined.

He went on to say:

Democracy does not just happen. It requires constant effort and vigilance to keep our representative
democracy working effectively from all sides ...

He said to ministers:
It is expected that you work to strengthen our democracy.
That you undertake your responsibilities with integrity, diligence, respect and humility.

The concern from members of my community in the electorate of Cottesloe is palpable. Individuals are
disillusioned, dismayed and deeply concerned by what has unfolded, like my constituent from Cottesloe, who
shared her concern that her father in hospital was unable to vote. According to my notes, she wrote:

"I currently have a family member in hospital ... and he was told that someone from the electoral
commission would deliver and collect ballot papers to everyone in his ward on election day. But this never
happened. As I write this,—

At the end of March—

he had still not had opportunity to vote. If this is indicative of the lack of access all hospital patients have
had to voting this year, I would feel ... concerned."

She further wrote that this seems like an appalling oversight. This incident raises serious concerns about whether
the right to vote was upheld in all circumstances.

Another Western Australian contacted me to share his experience of working in the state election, and his appraisal
was brutal. According to my notes, he said:

I have worked on about ten elections in both New Zealand and Australia and this was the worst experience
I have ever encountered.

He provided a detailed account of the online registration and induction program handled by the private, outsourced
labour hire firm. He described a recruitment and training process so disjointed that he was left confused as to
whom he was actually employed by and working for—the Western Australian Electoral Commission, PersolKelly
or Go Programmed. His account of working on polling day was a tale of disaster too long to share in Parliament
today, but his conclusion sums it up:
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... although I am an experienced Electoral Polling Booth Officer, I don't think I would offer my services to
the WAEC again. The whole experience left me feeling that the management of the election was ill
conceived, poorly planned and badly managed.

Training was negligible and staff were not appropriate for the skills required of the positions they were
given. On the day staff had to work long and hard ... and a month on I am still waiting to be fully paid. This
is totally unacceptable, and I felt for both the punters who queued up for hours only to be told they could
not vote due to lack of papers, as well as my staff who had to tolerate frustrated and angry voters. None of
us thought we would be subject to this ...

Regrettably, these accounts are not isolated anecdotes of electoral mismanagement. These scathing assessments of
the electoral process echo concerns issued by countless Western Australians. The problems detailed a hospital
patient denied their vote and a polling booth officer appalled by inadequate training, insufficient staffing, delayed
payment and compromised voter participation. They are not exceptions. They are indicative of the systematic and
structural failures in the management of this election—a breakdown of the very systems foundational to our
democracy.

As someone with extensive private sector experience, I understand that good management, systems and processes
are critical to achieving goals. The WAEC had one simple goal: deliver a fair and independent election to allow
every Western Australian to express their view on who would best represent them. On that simple mandate it
failed, and the government failed in its oversight. It seems to me to be a case that the government relied on
assurances of the leadership of the WAEC. This is simply inadequate. Any qualified company director knows that
the role of the oversight of organisations is not to simply accept what the CEO tells you; it is to inquire, delve and
verify. The government's announcement that Hon Malcolm McCusker AC KC will lead a comprehensive,
independent special inquiry into the management of the 2025 state election is welcome, but the fact is that it should
not be necessary and, frankly, it is cold comfort to those Western Australians outraged by this electoral
mismanagement. Our democracy should be upheld through strong foundations and proactive government
oversight, not rescued through retrospective damage control.

The Cook Labor government had a responsibility to provide adequate supervision and oversight of the
management of the WA state election in 2025, and it failed in that responsibility. It had the sacred task of
overseeing the processes that safeguard our democracy. The government has failed the people of Western
Australia, and, as a community, we deserve to feel aggrieved.

Mr Peter Rundle (Roe) (4:03 pm): I also wish to draw a brief conclusion to the amendment moved by the Leader
of the Nationals WA and express my distress, [ would say, about the running of the WA election. I will give some
examples from my electorate of Roe, where early on in the weeks leading up to the election, we heard about
experiences of competent electoral staff from previous elections who were basically being ignored or overlooked
or not contacted to work. I remember hearing while driving back to the farm in Katanning the WA Electoral
Commissioner say on the radio with Nadia Mitsopoulos that the electorate of Roe was having problems with staff
and that it looked like it was not going to be able to man all the pre-polling booths or the polling booths. Some of
these issues were cropping up weeks ahead of the election. We heard that Narrogin was going to be bypassed
because of a lack of staff, when, in actual fact, I later found out it was the location that was the trouble, and the
staff who wanted to work on the election were concerned. We then of course heard the rumblings about the
outsourcing of the core business of the Western Australian Electoral Commission to run the WA state election.
Little did we know how incompetent that partnership was going to be, and the added bonus cost of $86 million
over two elections. It is right to investigate this debacle as it is taxpayers' money.

Over time, we have heard former Premier Hon Mark McGowan say that electoral reform was not on the agenda:
"We are not going to change the upper house." Seven times he answered the same question from Dan Mercer in
the seat of Albany. Standing there one day, he said, "Look, it is not on the agenda. We're not going to change the
structure of the upper house." Sure enough, the first piece of legislation that he and the former Attorney General
came back with was to change the structure of the upper house! Therefore, members can understand the cynicism
from this side of the chamber when we saw the performance from the previous Premier, and now we have seen
this latest performance. It is quite amazing.

I remember the budget estimates process when the former member for Central Wheatbelt, Hon Mia Davies, time
after time questioned the then Attorney General—the Electoral Commissioner was sitting over there—asking,
"What is going to happen with the next election?" There was not one word about outsourcing the WA state election
to an overseas company. That is the disappointment. She had question after question. There were plenty of
opportunities for the then Minister for Electoral Affairs; Attorney General to outline to us that he was coming up
with a new model and he had taken it to cabinet and had approval for $86 million to outsource the WA Electoral
Commission's one and only job. We did not hear a peep! Members can understand that we are very concerned, and
they can understand why the Leader of the National Party has moved this amendment.

I want to tell people in this chamber about a quote that I have in my notes:
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At a time when the Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) found in 2024
exam results, Australian students' proficiency levels in civics and citizenship which teaches our children
how our democratic process operate have fallen to their lowest level in two decades.

Members can see that we have a government that cannot model a competent election process. It is failing our future
voters. It is failing those year 6 students who come up here to have a look at the democratic process and at what is
going on in the Legislative Assembly and Legislative Council. We are failing them. This state government and the
WA Electoral Commission have failed them. It is inappropriate.

In Narrogin, as I said, we had many people with mobility issues coming into our office and the nearest pre-polling
booth was 100 kilometres away. This created major issues for them actually being able to lodge their vote. We
have heard examples from the member for Cottesloe, the member for Churchlands and the Leader of the Nationals.
A couple of examples I have from people in the electorate of Roe include obviously the handwritten voting slips
because they had run out of the printed versions; voters waiting hours to vote, with one story of a very frustrated
voter getting to the desk and ripping up their voting slip in front of the officers and walking out; staff untrained
and lacking basic knowledge of the need for confidentiality or having any systems to adhere to; and voters being
turned away having had their names ticked off to avoid a fine.

We had a classic example at one of the smaller polling booths in the outer reaches of my electorate. People were
handing out how-to-vote cards to voters and then someone at the entrance to the polling booth would not allow the
voters to take their how-to-vote card inside. That was quite a classic. Despite the strong argument put up by our
people that the reason they were there was to hand out how-to-vote cards, the voters were not actually allowed to
take them into the polling booth. Those are just some of the examples.

The Western Australian Electoral Commission has one job and that is to run elections, whether it is for the state
government, CBH or the unions. It has to run those elections. One job is all it has to do. There is no need to
outsource it. As I said, we did not hear one word about it from the former Attorney General; Minister for Electoral
Affairs. We need to go back and have a good hard look at that process.

I look forward to the responses from the Premier and others about who took this decision to cabinet. Did it go to
cabinet or did the former Minister for Electoral Affairs just say, "That's not a problem, Electoral Commissioner.
You can spend $86 million. That's no problem." What was the process? I look forward to hearing the explanation
because $86 million of WA taxpayers' money is a lot of money. We deserve an answer. We certainly support this
investigation by Hon Malcolm McCusker. I look forward to the results and hearing the answer to "Who was
responsible?" because no-one can convince me that the WA Electoral Commissioner had the authority to spend
$86 million without any oversight from a minister. Thank you.

Mr David Michael (Balcatta—Minister for Electoral Affairs) (4:12 pm): Thank you for the opportunity to
contribute on this amendment. The government will not be supporting the amendment, but I understand some of
the concerns that have been raised by both opposition parties because they are concerns that the government has
as well. I, like most of us in this chamber, have been around politics for a long time. I joined the Labor Party in
1998 at the University of Western Australia's O-Day. Over time, people volunteer and help out at elections. People
end up at polling booths either handing out how-to-vote cards and scrutineering on the day or, in the case of a
recount, scrutineering in the weeks after an election and dealing with the WA Electoral Commission and its
hardworking staff and those who get brought on to work, or sometimes the AEC when dealing with federal
elections.

Over many decades, democracy has improved in many parts of the world, but in the last few years we have seen
that slip back. Making sure our democracy is strong and can be relied upon and the WAEC is independent of
government is important. There were issues on election day. I suspect that most members in this place received
emails from constituents who had worked on elections previously or who had a bad experience on election day. I
also suspect that some of us saw things ourselves during pre-polling and as we drove around our electorate on
election day. I think a few people in the chamber were scrutineering in the days after the election. We are well
aware of those issues. It is important that members, candidates and parties have confidence in WA's electoral
system and how the Electoral Commissioner conducts the election. But, most importantly, the public has to have
confidence in it because we do not want to see what is happening in some other countries in the world where we
might not expect it happen in Australia and Western Australia.

Acknowledging those issues and that things on the day could have been better, I am very grateful to the opposition
parties, including the Greens, for their assistance in agreeing to a special inquiry by Hon Malcolm McCusker. I
will go through the terms of reference and elaborate a little on each of the points. A special inquiry, as members
would know, is established under the Public Sector Management Act. It was used for the Langoulant inquiry and
some of those bushfire inquiries. It almost has the powers of a royal commission to look into things and it is quite
a powerful committee. I note that we are also setting up a reference group, in which I think all four parties will be
involved. That group does not run the inquiry but is a reference point to assist the special inquirer on some of those
matters. Its terms of reference state:
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1. Were polling places adequately resourced having regard to:

. allocation and suitability of staff
. the procurement, appointment, training and management of staff
. monitoring of staffing?

Opposition members have mentioned things like training. I have heard that some of the training was delivered
quite late and might not have been as good as it could have been. Again, none of us was trained because we were
not able to be, so I look forward to the inquirer looking into that and seeing what was different from the 2021
election and previous elections and what we can do better in future elections. The next term of reference has been
spoken about a lot:

2. What was the decision-making process for outsourcing aspects of the 2025 WA State election?

There has been some speculation today and a bit of talk about who could have approved it and who should have
known about it. If we went through a stargate and lived in an alternate universe and were having this conversation,
the opposition would be saying that the government was too involved in these things. Again, the special inquiry
will look at that issue having regard to the utmost independence of the WAEC. It is an appointment by the Governor
and it has to be independent. It is one of the most independent roles and a bit like the Auditor General's role. Those
roles are independent of government for very good reason. The inquiry will look at the Electoral Commission's
process and the outsourcing aspects of the election. I hope that opposition members are kind of getting used to the
idea that privatisation is not a good thing in this kind of situation, but we will get to those issues at another time.

In terms of outsourcing, I understand that electoral commissions around the country, including the Australian
Electoral Commission, outsource a heap of services. The WAEC has outsourced services in the past, including the
management of the labour pool that swells into many thousands on election day. Again, we need to look at the
decision-making process and where that line was drawn in terms of how much was done by a supplier versus what
used to be done in-house. I hope that will come out of this inquiry for future reference.

The terms of reference continue:

3. Was ballot paper allocation appropriately managed having regard to:
. availability of ballot papers ...
. where and why there were shortfalls ...
. how ballot paper availability was monitored and managed?

Again, the inquiry will look into the predictive models that the Electoral Commission used in terms of supplying
ballot papers to booths. Having a ballot paper shortage at booths is not new. It happens. Handwritten ballot papers
are sometimes used around the state, but not to the level that we saw. Getting to the bottom of what happened in
terms of ballot paper supply is critically important. It cannot happen to that level ever again. The terms continue:

4. Was there adequate planning and management of polling places having regard to:
. communication to electors, candidates and parties of changes to electoral boundaries ...

Every four years we have a redistribution. In the past when an area is changing seats, the electoral commissions,
whether they be the AEC or the WAEC, sometimes write to people on the electoral roll advising that their electorate
is changing and the location of their nearest polling place. When I got home yesterday, I noticed that I had received
a letter from the AEC reminding me of the upcoming federal election. We need to look at how we communicate
with electors and whether we can do things better. The terms continue:

. enrolment activities prior to the election

I think WA still has one of the lowest enrolment rates of all states. We need to do better at that and it is the
responsibility of both the WAEC and the AEC. Making sure we use best practice in accordance with other states
to ensure that people who should be enrolled are enrolled is an important thing to get right, especially in our
regions. The terms of reference continue:

. adequacy of number and location of polling places
. voter access, wait times and queuing delays and the way they were addressed
. communication between polling places and the Electoral Commission?

These aspects will deal with the staff shortages that happened on the day. We saw some large queues that people
were quite understandably annoyed and angry with. Again, the inquiry will look at the commission's staffing model
and make sure that it had enough people at the booths. A queue at an election booth is not unusual, but having one
for so much of the day is. At my polling booth at Tuart Hill Primary School, which I live very close to and where
I vote, there is always a queue at eight o'clock in the morning. It has happened at every election since 1998, when
I first started handing out cards there. It clears pretty quickly and there are not too many other queues during the
day. Obviously, having queues so often and at so many booths is something that we do not want to happen ever
again.

The next term of reference states:
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5. Was the processing and counting of votes efficient and effective having regard to the systems for
processing, counting and recording votes before, during and after election day?

Obviously, finalising the count for some of our seats took a little bit longer than I had experienced before. I think
the last day for postal votes to come in is the Thursday after the election. Normally, by Friday we can have the
final vote for a very close seat and, if there is a recount, it can be done in the next week. Obviously, the count went
a little bit longer than that. I think the Premier said yesterday that this election has been one of the quickest in
which the writs have been returned. It is the quickest one in the last five elections—within 55 days—with the next
closest being in 2008 when the writs were returned within 58 days.

This is where the parties can come in. Some members here and our hardworking volunteers and scrutineers will
be able to provide some assistance in determining how that process could have been managed better. Again, were
enough staff on hand to count the votes for the seats that we needed to do in the time that we needed to do them
in? Was the Western Australian Electoral Commission's response to issues arising on election day adequate?
Again, problems will always occur. An election is a massive logistical undertaking. We know this because our
parties do it, but this is even bigger than that. We know that problems will always occur, but it is how the
commission responds to the issues. How are returning officers empowered to respond to issues of shortages of
staff or ballot papers or something else going wrong?

The most important part that captures all of that is what changes should be made by the WA Electoral Commission
to improve the planning and delivery of future WA state elections. That is what we want. We want to know what
we have to do for the 2029 state election. We need to know what improvements need to be made and we need to
work with the Electoral Commission to implement those.

Again, I am not going to pre-empt the inquiry. Obviously, we have someone of the esteem of Mr McCusker doing
it for us, with the help of our reference panel, and I look forward to receiving their recommendations a little later
this year—hopefully by 30 June or soon afterwards.

It is critically important that we recognise the independence of the WAEC. It has to be. All members of Parliament
need to make sure that we keep at the front of our mind that it needs to be independent and it needs to have the
capability to make some decisions without reference to the government, because that would interfere with those
decisions. That is something that we need to make sure that we continue to do.

Again, we will not be supporting the amendment, but we understand the concerns. After the terms of reference for
the inquiry were announced, the Electoral Commission put out a media statement saying:

The WA Electoral Commission welcomes the announcement of the independent inquiry into the
management of the 2025 WA State Election by Government.

We recognise this will deliver to Government and the community a better understanding of the events on
election day and any contributing factors.

The WA Electoral Commission is relied upon to administer the critical democratic function of the WA
State Election on behalf of the WA community, and we recognise that on this occasion community
expectations were not met.

From that, the Electoral Commission is willing to look at its processes into the future. I imagine that there will be
a number of recommendations. I look forward to working with the Parliament and the Electoral Commission once
that happens to implement them and to make sure that the 2029 election is a much better experience for all Western
Australians.

Division
Amendment put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Mrs Magenta Marshall) casting her vote with the noes,
with the following result:

Ayes, 13
Bolt, David Brewer, Sandra Eatts, Bevan Hort, Adam
Hunter, Lachlan Huston, Jonathan Leary, Scott Love, Shane

Mettam, Libby
Zempilas, Basil

Aubrey, Stuart
Buti, Dr Tony
Collins, Caitlin
Folkard, Mark
Hanns, Jodie

Kent, Ali
Maynard, Michelle
Mubarakai, Yaz
Papalia, Paul
Rowe, Cassie

Rundle, Peter

Baker, Geoff
Carey, John

Cook, Roger
Giddens, Kim
Healy, Terry (teller)
Krishnan, Dr Jags
McGurk, Simone
Munday, Lisa
Pastorelli, Daniel
Saffioti, Rita

Staltari, Liam (teller)

Noes, 44

Beazley, Hannah
Catania, Steve

D'Anna, Divina
Hamilton, Emily

Jones, Hugh

Lai, Sook Yee

Michael, David
O'Malley, Lisa

Pratt, Stephen
Sanderson, Amber-Jade

Warr, Kirrilee

Bull, Dan

Clarke, Lorna
Egan, Colleen
Hammat, Meredith
Kelly, Dave
Marshall, Magenta
Michel, Kevin
Paolino, Frank
Punch, Don

Sao, Ron



ASSEMBLY—Wednesday 9 April 2025 133

Scaife, David Stojkovski, Jessica Whitby, Reece Williams, Rhys
Amendment thus negatived.

Motion

Mr David Scaife (Cockburn—Parliamentary Secretary) (4:31 pm): It gives me great pleasure to be one of the
first government speakers on the Address-in-Reply. It is a true privilege to have been returned as the member for
Cockburn and to speak on the Address-in-Reply four years after I gave my first speech in this chamber. In, this,
my first speech, I want to reflect on the three main themes I talked about in my first speech four years ago as
important policy priorities. They were public education, the development of greater mental health services in my
community in Cockburn and the delivery of greater local manufacturing jobs and capacity in Western Australia.

During the election campaign the Cook Labor government was able to do two things that are critical to election
success. The first was that it was able to run on its record. It was a government that was able to point to its record
as establishing its credibility, showing people what it had delivered and using that to establish its credibility in
areas like delivering health infrastructure, upgrading our local public schools and making essential investments in
training and education that will drive jobs and industries of the future. That is the first thing that the Cook Labor
government was able to do at the last election.

The second thing it was able to do was run on a plan. The Cook Labor government showed its record, it showed
that it had delivered, it showed it had the credibility on those issues and then it went to the people with a plan. It
went to people with plans on our health system and regional towns. I know other members, like the member for
Collie—Preston, will speak later about the plan we have for that community going forward that builds on the
exceptional work that the McGowan and Cook Labor governments have done in that community as we go through
the transition of decarbonising the economy.

We went as well with an economic plan. We have our Made in WA plan, a blueprint for how the government will
take Western Australia forward over the next four years to keep ours the strongest economy in the nation and the
envy of the nation, in which people can get a great job and, as much as there are challenges in our housing system,
they can still buy a house much more affordably here in Western Australia than there is any chance of doing in
Sydney or Melbourne. We will make sure that those opportunities continue for working families in my electorate,
regional WA, the inner city and right across Western Australia. What was extraordinary about the offering from
the Liberal Party was the lack of an economic plan. The self-appointed party of economic rationalism and the
manifest destiny of the free market did not present an economic plan to the people of Western Australia. The
Liberal Party had no plan for which industries it would grow and develop. There was no plan, for example, for
defence industries in respect of my electorate. I will go to this later on. There was no policy whatsoever when it
came to defence industries. Later in my contribution I will outline why that is such an extraordinary absence from
the Liberal Party's offering during the election campaign.

There was a clear choice at the election. That is what elections ultimately are. Elections are a choice. Who do you
want to lead the state of Western Australia? Who do you want to be forming government, appointing ministers,
running departments and deciding on things like the budget, policy priorities and legislative reform? It is a choice,
and we have to give the people of Western Australia choice. I was enormously proud to be part of a team that put
forward standout candidates, and I am so pleased to see so many of our new members here in this chamber today.
We are joined by an absolute cavalry of new members who are quality and disciplined members, and I will talk
about discipline a little later on, and are talented and experienced people from a variety of sectors, whether that is
the legal profession, economic regulation, the fourth estate or performing public service at local government or
within government departments. We are replete with talent amongst our new members. I was very pleased to stand
with those new members and the experienced team we were bringing as well—ministers who knew their briefs
and were more than capable in press conferences. The Premier went out every day. Every day we had a major
announcement to make and every day we faced the media, took questions and faced the people of Western
Australia. Unfortunately, it cannot be said that the Liberal and National Parties did that.

We had a plan. We have our Made in WA plan. We put a clear choice the people of Western Australia, and Cook
Labor government and every member of this team takes very seriously the trust that was placed in us by
constituents not only in our own electorates but also the broader electorate of Western Australia for the Labor
Party to form government for a historic third term, the first time a government has been elected to a third term
since the introduction of four-year terms. The last time there was a three-term government was in the 1980s, but
that was before the advent of four-year terms. This is an extraordinary moment and we take seriously the trust was
placed in us.

I will now talk about those three themes that I called out earlier, and the first is public education. As I said in my
inaugural speech around four years ago, I am a very proud product of the public school system here in Western
Australia. I grew up just outside of Bunbury. I went to Australind Primary School and Australind Senior High
School. I was very fortunate to win a scholarship to then go on and study law and arts at the University of Western
Australia. I would not have been able to make that choice if I had not won that scholarship. I am a very proud
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product of the Western Australian public school system in regional WA as well. I know other members of this
chamber feel the same way. We must protect our public school system and make sure it is available to absolutely
everyone, whether it is people who are aspiring to study in specialist fields through a specialist music or sport
programs, whether it is people who are academically talented, whether it is people who want to go on to vocational
education who want to do workplace learning, or whether they are from the suburbs, the regions or the remote
communities, they should have the fundamental right to get that quality education at a public school. That is
something I hold really dearly. I want to reflect on the way that I have been fortunate to be part of a government
that has delivered in public education, particularly in my local patch of Cockburn.

I want to say to new members that one of the great privileges of being part of this government is being in
government and getting to deliver. I think we all know that, but I want to say that I knew that intellectually when
I was elected four years ago but I have actually been part of it for four years. As the member for Butler said
yesterday in her inaugural speech, the Labor Party can only do the good work that it needs to do when it is in
government. [ want to point to a few of the things we have done in my electorate over the last four years.

The first, most significant, one is more than $12 million worth of upgrades at Lakeland Senior High School. I will
give a big shout-out to the new member for Bibra Lake, who shares the catchment area for Lakeland Senior High
School and has already been working with me and texting me within the last 30 minutes to set up meetings about
it. Lakeland Senior High School is a fantastic school in South Lake. It does a tremendous job with small student
numbers. It has just over 500 students, and it is difficult to run a public high school with that level of numbers. It
has a cohort that falls lower on the Index of Community Socio-Educational Advantage scale than other schools in
my electorate and has a significant population of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and migrant families.
It is a school that has those sorts of special demands placed on it. It is also an older school. It is not as old as
schools in some electorates, but it is an older school and it is in desperate need of an upgrade.

I am really pleased that we have fully delivered two projects over the last four years. The first was the building of
a new education support unit and classroom block. That classroom block is a general classroom block, available
to all students, but there is also the dedicated educational support area. It is just a really extraordinary facility and
families are crying out for access to those specialist education support facilities in our public schools. I want to
give a shout-out to Cathy Baron, the principal of Lakeland Senior High School, for the work she did in delivering
those upgrades, and also deputy principal Natasha Tempest, who is in charge of the education support facilities
there. They have done a stunning job of delivering those new facilities through funding that was provided by the
Cook Labor government. The second project was the refurbishment of the performing arts and sports facilities at
that school. The gym has had its flooring ripped out and re-laid, and significant upgrades have been carried out to
the performing arts area sitting alongside the gym. There are new dance studios and new music studios, where
they offer a specialist music production program, and new sound booths—just exceptional stuff.

In one of those moments you have as a member from time to time, the breath caught in my throat when I went out
to the school to tour the work that had been done on those facilities and I realised that the builder had gone into
administration and the refurbishments had been only half done. What were we going to do now? I was proudly
looking around at how things were looking, but it was not finished. Knowing the way that the construction market
is, I had concerns about how long it would take to deliver the refurbishments, but the education and finance
ministers at the time, and the department, were straight onto it. Those refurbishments were completed about 18
months ago, and it is a sensational facility. It probably took only about six months after that time to get everything
done. Those are the sorts of facilities that can make a difference in people's lives.

The second thing we have delivered in the last four years that I am really proud of is not a bricks-and-mortar
commitment; it is the commitment to put careers practitioners into our public high schools. Both Atwell College
and Lakeland Senior High School have had funding for careers practitioners, and I give a shout-out to the new
member for Jandakot there. I am being a bit cheeky here, because Lakeland Senior High School is in the member
for Bibra Lake's electorate, but half the intake is in my electorate and Atwell College is actually now in the member
for Jandakot's electorate. I said to him during the campaign that he would get a big swing to him in Atwell, because
he picked up Atwell from me in the redistribution. I said, "You'll get the 'Yay, Scaife is leaving!' swing to you!" I
have not checked the booths, but in any event, that is good to hear.

Atwell College and Lakeland Senior High School have careers practitioners. Those teachers are given dedicated
training and resources to be able to work with students to identify career paths for them and the courses they need
to take to connect with workplaces, advisers and teachers, to make sure that they can get on track to find the career
that suits them. I sometimes think you could not possibly find enough money in the world to pay the salary of
someone who does the job of a careers practitioner. How do you get a year 11 student to decide what they are
going to do for a career? That is beyond me. When students say to me that they do not know what they want to do
with their life, I tell them that I am still not sure what to do with mine, either! But I have met with those careers
practitioners and they have done exceptional work with students, particularly students who are not engaged with
school and who are not sure about what they want to do next. I thank them for their efforts and I point to that as
something that is not big, fancy infrastructure that you get to cut a ribbon on, but that can really change lives.
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The next thing I want to point out is fee-free and low-fee TAFE. This, I think, is transformative for all of us in this
chamber. We would have seen the results of it in our communities. The former Minister for Training is here and
will, I am sure, correct me if I get the figure wrong, but I think that under the former Barnett Liberal government
it was the certificate III in enrolled nursing that cost about $10,000—is that right, member for Fremantle?

Ms Simone McGurk: It was $6,000 for a certificate III in early childhood.

Mr David Scaife: It was $6,000 for a certificate I1I in early childhood education. We are talking about $6,000 10
years ago, now—pre-COVID inflation and everything. We can imagine what it would be in today's money. That
was the legacy that the Barnett Liberal government left us in TAFE and training. Instead, a certificate III course
in enrolled nursing is now free under the Labor government. I see the results of those low-fee and fee-free places
all the time. I get great feedback from the community about it. I am very fortunate to have Munster TAFE in my
electorate, which is a campus of South Metropolitan TAFE that has historically provided oil and gas specialist
training in the energy industry. I will get to that later. We have made a commitment to move into new industries
and new forms of energy now, as well.

On the topic of where we are going to next, I turn to election commitments that this government will be carrying
out through my area and I will be keeping a close eye on. There is $17 million for Munster TAFE to establish a
centre for excellence for clean energy industries at that facility. That will be transformative. We will be leveraging
the considerable knowledge and facilities that already exist at that campus, and we will be moving forward with
the decarbonisation agenda to make sure that kids in my electorate, throughout the southern corridor and, in fact,
throughout Western Australia, will be able to go and study at that campus and get their head start in the courses,
training and apprenticeships for the industries of the future. I am sure that the member for Swan Hills knows more
about this than I do, but it is some crazy number of electricians that we need to train over the next 10 or 20 years.
What is it—15,000? Yes, 15,000 in the next 10 years or so. Extraordinary numbers. We have taken one out of the
system in the member for Scarborough and kept him out of the system as well, despite the best efforts of our
opponents! But I am pleased that he is here because, unlike most of us, he can do valuable work outside the
chamber as well as in it, but [ am glad he is here doing his valuable work.

In other commitments, there is $2.6 million for improving the grounds at Lakeland Senior High School. We are
taking the work that we have already done on those old, dilapidated grounds, and we are upgrading them with
landscaping and new outdoor furniture, and re-turfing the oval to make sure that it is a really fantastic place for all
students to learn.

(Member's time extended.)

Mr David Scaife: There is $2 million for new education support outdoor learning areas at Atwell College. That
is something that the current Attorney General and former Minister for Education came out and toured, along with
the member for Jandakot over the last 12 months. There is also $2 million for new air conditioning at Coogee
Primary School, funding for a new bus at Hammond Park Secondary College, and I made small commitments for
every primary school in my electorate. There is a big program of work to deliver in my electorate and I am really
looking forward to getting into it.

The next issue I want to deal with is local manufacturing. I want to talk specifically about the Australian Marine
Complex, which everyone assumed was in my electorate, but was actually in the Premier's electorate. I am proud
to say that, as of 8 March, it is now officially in my electorate, after the redistribution. I kept having to go to
announcements with the Premier and they would line me up as the local member and he would get out of the car
and I would say, "Premier, welcome to your own electorate", which was always a bit awkward! It is now in the
electorate of Cockburn. The Australian Marine Complex will be the site of the most transformative, focused
industrial revolution in Western Australia's history. That will be facilitated by Australia's commitment to the
AUKUS partnership with the UK and the US, and the Australian government's commitment to continuous
shipbuilding. I want to make the point that they are actually separate. AUKUS and the commitment to continuous
shipbuilding are separate issues. People often just talk about AUKUS. They are not one and the same.

Pointing to us running on our record, the Cook government was able to run on its record in areas such as defence
industries because the Cook government, when it came into office, established the portfolio of the Minister for
Defence Industries. It established the agency of Defence West and it established the office of the Defence
Advocate. When we came into government, there was none of that. There was no voice from Western Australia
and no organised lobbying from Western Australia in relation to defence industries, and that was changed by the
member for Secret Harbour with the Premier at the time, Mark McGowan, as well.

I am genuinely concerned about the opposition's approach to defence industries. To my knowledge, it did not
announce a single policy about defence industries during the entire election. In fact, one of the journalists asked
us at an announcement whether it was embarrassing for the Liberal Party that it had failed to make a single
announcement about defence industries given the scale of the challenges and the opportunities there. Clearly, it is.
To my knowledge, the Liberal Party did not visit Henderson during the election campaign at all. It did not go to
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the Australian Marine Complex, presumably because, as I said, it did not announce a policy; it did not have
anything to say about defence industries.

The member for Vasse has now been appointed the shadow Minister for Defence Industries, but to my knowledge
she has shown no interest in the policy area previously at all. As the leader of the party, she did not announce any
policies, did not do any events and did not go down there. It is just extraordinary that the member for Vasse is now
in charge of a portfolio that, to my knowledge, she has shown no interest in whatsoever. I am happy to be corrected.
If the member for Vasse has been to Henderson, I am happy to hear it. If she knows the two pillars of AUKUS, I
am happy to be corrected about that as well. I think she is the shadow Minister for Defence Industries and AUKUS,
but it does not sound like it—but that is all right; I am happy to fill in.

There are two pillars to AUKUS. The first is the one that everybody is familiar with; namely, the pathway towards
Australia acquiring conventionally armed nuclear-powered submarines and hosting conventionally armed nuclear-
powered submarines from the United Kingdom and the United States at our bases here. That will include a lot at
Henderson. The second pillar, which is often overlooked, is the sharing of technology and intellectual property
between the partners in areas of advance technologies such as undersea capabilities and quantum sciences, like
quantum computing artificial intelligence. There are huge opportunities there. I look forward to seeing what the
Liberal Party has to say on defence industries, because so far it has been complete crickets.

Mr Basil Zempilas interjected.

Mr David Scaife: No—as I understand it. In fact, my understanding is that the Minister for Defence Industries
was over there straightway after the election talking up the exceptional work that the Cook Labor government—

Several members interjected.
The Acting Speaker (Mrs Magenta Marshall): Members!

Mr David Scaife: And get this: we have the member for Churchlands piping in, but he had nothing to say earlier
when I said that before 2017, the last time the Liberals were in power, it did not have a Minister for Defence
Industries; it did not have an office of Defence Advocate.

Several members interjected.
Mr David Scaife: Yes, that is right—the last time you were in government.
Mr Basil Zempilas interjected.

Mr David Scaife: See, he is washing his hands of it already! You know, he has nothing to do with the Liberal
Party! Is that because he was such a recent convert to the Liberal cause? Is that why it is?

Mr Basil Zempilas interjected.
Mr David Scaife: If you wanted interjections, give me a response.
Mr Basil Zempilas: Minister Papalia was mopping up for your lot.

Mr David Scaife: This is classic for the member for Churchlands. He dishes it out and he cannot take it. There
were perfectly reasonable questions about the Liberal Party's commitment to this issue, not just before the 2017
election, but also in the most recent election campaign, and there were crickets from the opposition bench when
I pointed out that it had no policies on defence industries, no announcements, did not run a single event or policy
discussion in Henderson and to my knowledge had no engagement at all with the small and medium enterprises or
the primes in the defence industry, and exactly the same in regard to training as well. Whereas we went out there.
We have delivered in the last eight years of government. We in partnership with the federal government are
continuing to deliver extraordinary and continuous shipbuilding. We have seen the federal government commit to
18 landing craft medium, eight landing craft heavy, and frigates being constructed at Henderson. Despite all that,
we have gone out with the federal government several times. We have an absolute array of initiatives that I do not
have time to go through at the moment, but we complemented that with things like, as the member for Fremantle
said, our $11.5 million commitment to incentivise training in defence industries—a new commitment that builds
on things that we have already done. It does not require a lot of work to understand the significant opportunities
and advantages to Western Australia in the defence industry, and the Liberal Party chose not to do its homework
during the election campaign. It never did its homework when it was in government and it chose not to do it during
the recent election campaign either. It is not like the member for Churchlands did not have time to come down to
Cockburn. He could have gone over to Henderson if he wanted to, but I guess it was convenient to just pop off the
freeway at Cockburn Gateway Shopping City and not go into the heart of the electorate where any of the hard
work is actually done.

I move on to mental health services. I spoke in my inaugural speech about the great need for more mental health
services in Western Australia and in my electorate. One of the projects I pointed to was the private facility that
was being built by Bethesda in Cockburn Central. That was a proposal that I strongly supported and that
I embraced. I remember I was criticised by the former member for Cottesloe, David Honey. You know: "This is
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an example of the private sector stepping in because you are not doing enough"—blah, blah, blah. The funny part
of that of course is that, tragically, Bethesda found that it could not make that facility work after it fully built it,
and it had to mothball that facility six months after it had opened its doors. Who stepped in and took it over? The
Cook Labor government stepped in and took it over and entered into a three-year lease for that facility. Through
that negotiation, we immediately put 75 beds into our public mental health system. We have specialist women's
eating disorder services being run there. We have capacity to expand our offering in relation to alcohol and other
drug services, too, and, on top of that, in addition to acquiring that facility and leasing it, we in December 2023
opened the Kara Maar facility. This was the first specialist community eating disorder facility of its type in Western
Australia, and it opened at Cockburn Integrated Health.

Those are the things that we have achieved, but of course we know there is more to do. Relevant to my electorate,
huge commitments are coming down the pipeline, with $2.5 million committed during the election to establish a
women's reproductive day procedure centre at the Cockburn health facility we have now acquired. That will be
transformative for women seeking reproductive health treatments in the southern corridor. We have also
committed to, and are going to get on with, the job of building a new women's and babies' hospital at Murdoch. I
stood in the chamber before the election and offered the former Leader of the Liberal Party a sign that she could
wobbleboard on the side of the road that said, "Honk if you oppose building the new women's and babies' hospital
at Murdoch". I dared her to get out and wobbleboard with that in the electorates of Bateman and South Perth and
Southern River. Surprisingly, she did not take me up on that offer, but she has done this incredible piece of
doublespeak, where before the election, the member for Vasse declared that the election would be a referendum
on the location of the women's and babies' hospital, but after the election has claimed that we do not have a mandate
to deliver the women's and babies' hospital at Murdoch.

Dr Tony Buti: Amazing.

Mr David Scaife: It was amazing political calisthenics to get there. Before the election, she used that word
referendum: "This will be a referendum. I am not one for turning on this. This election will decide this issue once
and for all." Immediately after the election, after arguably the Labor Party's greatest victory, but certainly its
greatest victory outside a one-in-100-year pandemic, she declared that we do not have a mandate for it. It is really
just extraordinary. I look forward to seeing whether the Liberal Party takes seriously the points that it keeps making
in the chamber about taking into consideration the trust and views of the people of Western Australia and whether
it sticks to that position on the hospital, which is quite clearly against the position of the people of Western
Australia.

In closing, I just want to acknowledge the many people who supported me during the election campaign. It takes
an army to win an election, and I know that all the members in this chamber know that. I am going to list some
people here very quickly: Abbey Tempest, Ajit Singh, Alenka and Iva Radonich, Alix Simatos, Aydin Simatos,
Camille Le Geois, Cassie Murray, Claire and Murray Philipps, Craig Scott, Denis Tomasich, Glenn Elliott, Greg
Nicholas, Ivor and Doreen Moulds, Jill Hugo, Jilly Regan, Joe Domeracki, John Di Re, Katherine Sutton, Kiran
Kodukula, Kirsty Mansfield, Linda Baughen, Mark Cozens, Mark McDonald, Michele Hodgson, Ning Yan, Owen
Myles, Paul O'Neill, Peter and Sally Newsome, Renee Garrity, Richard Dunbar, Rob Winchester, Robbie Bruce,
Rochelle Airey, Ryan Soerja Djanegara, Sanna Andrew, Sarah Keegan, Sarah Rutherford, Su Wei Zhao, Tracey
Bettridge, Vassil Balakrishnan, Vish Sreenivash, Wayne Wood and William Kennedy.

Thank you to all my volunteers for your support. Thank you to my unions, the Australian Manufacturing Workers'
Union and the Australian Services Union. Thank you to the staff and volunteers in our CHQ, and most of all, of
course, thank you to the greatest state secretary and campaign director in the history of Western Australia: Ellie
Whiteaker. She is the love of my life. She is the best director to have at home and in CHQ in West Perth. She ran
the greatest campaign in the history of the Labor Party, in our more than 120 years, and we are all indebted to her,
asam [.

Ms Cassie Rowe (Belmont—Parliamentary Secretary) (5:01 pm): It is my absolute pleasure to rise in this place
to make a contribution to the Address-in-Reply, and it is also a pleasure to be following on from the member for
Cockburn. He is always a hard act to follow, though, I find. The member is able to speak so eloquently, and in a
way that appears to be off-the-cuff. Anyway, members will have to bear with me because I am not as confident at
speaking as the former contributing member. I want to take this opportunity because it is my first time speaking
since the elevation of our Speaker and Deputy Speaker. Although neither of them are currently in the chair, or
indeed in the chamber, I want to take the opportunity to acknowledge their elevation to these really important
roles. I know there is a certain ceremonial and somewhat antiquated element to the opening of Parliament that we
all partook in this week, but it is also a reminder of how special this opportunity is and it is such an immense
privilege to be here in the 42nd Parliament.

It is with great humility that I stand here as the member for Belmont for a third term. It is a deep privilege to be
given that honour to represent the community that I live in and that I love for another term, and it is certainly a
responsibility that I take very seriously. I endeavour to do my very best for the 31,000 electors across the breadth
of my community.
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I want to take this opportunity also to acknowledge, just as the former member did, that we do not get into these
positions without great assistance from many people, and certainly in the campaign it takes a lot of people to come
doorknocking with you in what feels like temperatures that are close to the surface of the sun and people who are
willing to phone locals, letterbox drop, have a yard sign and talk to their friends and neighbours. Then of course
they come and stand on a pre-polling booth, for hours at a time in extreme heat, as well as on polling day. Therefore,
to all those people who volunteered in big or small ways, I am indebted to you. Thank you so much for all that
you have done to help me be here today. Thank you, of course, to my family—to Patrick and the girls—who
support me along this terrific and privileged journey. There is a lot of sacrifice involved in this role, and you cannot
do that without the support of your loved ones at home.

Like the former member, I would also like to acknowledge the WA Labor Party. It ran an incredible campaign,
and it was also really impressive that it was run by two women. Ellie Whiteaker and Lauren Cayoun,
congratulations for running an impeccable campaign.

I also would like to thank the Premier for providing me with the opportunity to be a parliamentary secretary. It is
a privilege to be sworn in as Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Creative Industries; Heritage; Industrial
Relations; Aged Care and Seniors; Women. I thank the minister, who is in the chamber at the moment, very much
for providing me with the opportunity to work alongside her. I am sure there is a great deal that I can learn. She is
incredibly competent and hardworking.

Some people may not be aware that I have some connection in a small way to a small part of the arts industry.
Amongst other qualifications as a former financial planner, I also have a diploma of screenwriting. I was involved
with the Film and Television Institute of WA for 10 years. I was on its board and was also its chairperson, so I do
have small insight into that industry, and I have a very large and deep passion for all the arts. It is an area of
particular interest of mine, and I look forward to participating in all of what that role entails.

In this speech I would also like to acknowledge the incredible result for the Premier. Labor has delivered a historic
46 seats in the lower house. Winning a third term of government has not been done by any political party in the
state since the 1980s, so I want to congratulate the Premier and his incredibly hardworking and disciplined team
for delivering this result for Labor—to see us into a third term. Although we have achieved a great deal, and I do
intend to cover some of those major achievements in my contribution, we also have so much more to do. At this
critical juncture that we now find ourselves in globally in terms of the geopolitical landscape, I think it is more
important than ever that we have a stable, disciplined, incredibly experienced and steadfast team at the helm, so I
am very grateful to be a very small part of that team, and I want to congratulate the Premier on his achievements
there.

I want to touch on some of the things that we achieved in our previous two terms. Some of those things were really
impactful in my electorate of Belmont, as I know they were across every electorate, pretty much. I think the fact
that we did so much in regard to cost-of-living measures really speaks to the understanding that our Premier, our
government and his team had, at a really intrinsic level, of the plight of working people, families and seniors in
terms of being able to pay their bills and keep a roof over their heads because at every opportunity every single
lever available to government was pulled. New ones were invented so that we could actually make sure that
Western Australians were getting the help they needed during a really challenging period post-COVID.

The one that was incredibly helpful to my electorate was the power credits. The most recent one was $700, paid
over two instalments—so $350 I think in June last year and then another $350 in the December period. A lot of
people in my community had found it crippling to try to manage those costs, and so they were very grateful. The
thing to bear in mind is that this was not the first time we had done it. Just after COVID we delivered $2,100 to
Western Australia and householders in the form of relief for power bills, so this is incredibly impactful for so many
people right across my community.

The other area where we have tried to assist with the cost of living is the public transport initiative, and that is
around capping public transport fares to the single zone and allowing students to travel for free. Also, commuters
can travel for free on Sundays. I know that the opposition is referring to ghost trains, which is deeply insulting. I
know that in some of the electorates of the members opposite, people do not necessarily travel via public transport.

A member interjected.
Ms Cassie Rowe: Your side is always tearing down public transport—member, you will learn quick!

In my community, even though we are only six kilometres away from the CBD, a huge number in my community
rely daily on the use of public transport. Not only do we have a lot of great bus services but, thankfully, we have
Metronet. We have the fantastic train station at Redcliffe. I congratulate Minister Saffioti for persevering despite
the ridiculous opposition every step of the way shouting down public transport. It is very appreciated by my
community so thank you, minister.

The other measure around the cost of living is the very popular and very helpful student assistance payment to all
school-age students. A sum of $250 was paid to every secondary school student, and $150 for kindy and primary
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school-age students. I am really pleased that we will be delivering on that again and that will be coming through
for families in the first week of term 2. It is incredibly helpful for so many families. I think something like 400,000
families accessed that cost-of-living measure when it was introduced last year. Of course, we also provided free
tickets to the Zoo and the Royal Show. Those were other measures around supporting families with the cost of
living and giving them a reprieve from those costs. They probably would not necessarily have been able to enjoy
those experiences.

The other one that I was really happy with was the initiative of $5.5 million that we put towards swimming lessons
and water safety. We had the free VacSwim over the most recent summer holidays. I have a richly diverse
community in Belmont and a lot of new migrants who make Belmont their home often tell me how it is something
that is new to them—going to the beach and swimming in pools and so forth. A lot of the people in my community,
if they were new migrants, were especially excited about that initiative and were able to take that up and really
appreciated that. It was also a really great way to ensure that we are gearing our young kids to be safer around
water. In a state like Western Australia it is incredibly important that we do that. The other very popular cost-of-
living measure that we introduced was doubling the KidSport voucher payment from $150 per eligible child to
$300. We also widened the breadth of what that could be used for. It was able to be used for not only club fees but
also equipment, uniforms and similar things. It was an extraordinarily successful and popular cost-of-living
measure, but it also saw an increase in participation in sport. I think that is a really great thing not just for health
but for mental health for our young students as well.

The other incredibly popular cost-of-living measure was the reintroduction of the seniors safety and security rebate.
This was something that the Liberal-National government scrapped, of course. It did not see any use for it in 2015,
but I was really pleased that it was reintroduced in 2021 under a Labor government. It is a $400 rebate for eligible
WA seniors to install safety and security in their homes. Again, when I let people know in my community—I
wrote to seniors to let them know—they were incredibly grateful to see that that was being reintroduced. We have
also delivered a cost-of-living rebate of $107 for singles and $160 to couples paid annually to WA Seniors Card
holders and invested $6.3 million to continue to deliver the Seniors Card program. We are making sure that our
seniors are also getting those cost-of-living measures, making sure we are not forgetting about them at all.

The previous member spoke a bit about the TAFE reforms that we have embarked on. I cannot stress enough how
important they are and have been in terms of transforming not only workforces but the lives of so many young
people right across this state. Under the previous Liberal-National government, we saw a 500% increase in TAFE
fees. We just heard the former Minister for Training and Workforce Development say that it cost $10,000 to do a
nursing qualification however many years ago under the previous Liberal government. That is pretty outrageous.
We have made 130 TAFE courses free. There are also low-cost TAFE courses to encourage younger people to go
into particular industries that we know are going to need those skills, especially when it comes to building and
construction, for example. It has been incredibly transformational and something that we have been doing for many
years. I look forward to seeing us continue to build on that and I certainly believe that that is what the Premier
intends to do.

Just to finish off on that, we have invested $1.3 billion in cost-of-living measures for Western Australians
householders. It is patently clear to the community that we understand what they are going through and the
hardships that they are experiencing. We are not just talking the talk. These are not small measures. It has been
continued support, especially by way of the power bill credits, and it is something that the community clearly
appreciates, given that we have just been re-elected for a third term. That is very worthwhile and I just wanted to
highlight for this house what we have done and I am sure we will continue to do.

There are other important reforms in our time in government that I want touch on more broadly, but I might need
an extension of time.

(Member's time extended.)

Ms Cassie Rowe: I am very pleased that we have invested a record amount in mental health. I held a mental health
forum a few years ago—I think it was last term. At the time, the then Minister for Health, now the Premier, came
to that mental health forum. I invited the community to tell me and him what their concerns were. We heard them
loud and clear. There needed to be more resources for young people especially and I am incredibly proud of what
our former health minister did. Minister Sanderson took on that mantle after the Premier and there has been a
record investment in mental health. A record $3.2 billion has been invested in health and mental health. I am really
proud of that investment and it just shows how seriously we are taking these issues.

The member for Cockburn mentioned the investment into eating disorders. As you might recall, Acting Speaker,
I have a very keen interest in how eating disorders are dealt with. I have spoken many times in this place about it.
To have $31.7 million being invested to expand treatment services provided to those suffering from eating
disorders across the state is a fantastic initiative. I think it will be really impactful for those sufferers and their
families.
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Another really important reform that we made last term was to the Residential Tenancies Act. That particular bill
impacted so many in my community because over 40% of Belmont locals are renters. I hear from them very
regularly about how hard it is for them when they were experienced quite constant rent increases from landlords.
The rent bidding was incredibly difficult and challenging for so many right across the state. By putting in place
that restriction of increase in rent to just once a year has gone a long way in providing some level of certainty for
those renting. They can plan what their expenditure will be, with regard to rent at least, for the year ahead. Of
course, banning rent bidding was a major thing.

We also introduced the WA rent relief program to help financially vulnerable people who are at risk of being
evicted. A $5,000 payment was available to them to assist them to stay in their rental situation and not be evicted.
It was another really important strategy.

As a Labor member, | fundamentally believe in the importance of providing public education. It should not matter
what someone's postcode is; they should be able to access the same quality education wherever they live. When 1
learnt that we were undertaking a program in conjunction with the federal government to provide a $1.6 billion
investment in schools, I could not have been more proud. That will be absolutely and thoroughly transformational,
and I do not think anyone in this chamber would be able to dismiss that. It is tangible. It is a huge record-breaking
amount. I really look forward to seeing the benefits of that for future generations.

We also did a huge amount for homelessness. I think 120 homelessness services were funded. We committed
$92 million, in addition to the $47 million that was announced in January last year, so that these critical services
can continue to roll out and provide assistance to the most vulnerable in our community.

As at the end of last year—maybe it has gone up a little, but it is unlikely to have gone down—we had created
over 320,000 jobs in WA since first being elected in 2017. That is not a small number, especially when we think
about it in the context of COVID-19 and a really complex environment subsequent to the COVID pandemic and
looking down the barrel of a potential recession in light of what is happening in the US and the ensuing tariff wars.
We have historically low unemployment. Importantly, we have restarted manufacturing railcars in WA, which is
really fantastic.

Importantly, we are going to look at ways of decarbonising our economy into the future. It is really exciting that
that is going to be a real legacy of our Premier in what he does over the next four years. I know that it is something
that he wants to focus on. I think that is going to be incredibly important for our future.

I also want to take a little bit of time to touch on some of the programs that we have done. Importantly, the one
that I want to finish on is the $233 million to establish our very own film studios in WA. In terms of the screen
industry, I think it is fair to say that we have never seen an investment of this sort before. How do we stimulate a
sector or an industry? We invest in infrastructure for sure and then, of course, we create jobs in that industry. But
it is hard to create jobs if the infrastructure is not there to make the content right. In a global environment in which
everyone can stream content on their phones or other devices—wherever they are, they can access content from
streaming platforms—the world is hungry for content. We have some really great creative minds in Western
Australia wanting to tell our stories, and now they will be able to make those stories in a world-class facility. I am
so excited to see what that will look like and how it will stimulate the industry. It will be a cornerstone for the film
sector. Yes, bring it on. It is going to be fantastic.

That is a fantastic legacy, and I have literally just touched on some of the things that we have done as a state. Going
forward, one of the two things that I want to highlight is the home battery scheme. It provides $5,000 for people
to make sure that they have their own home battery, which will permanently decrease their power bills. That is
fantastic.

The second part of what will be a critical component of our economic strategy for this term is the Made in WA
program that we will be rolling out as a government. That will focus on industries such as mining, agriculture and
energy, but also, and excitingly, creative industries. That is really exciting. Again, it will be something that is part
of a legacy in setting us up for the future. It is really exciting.

In my remaining six minutes, I am conflicted about whether I should talk about all the great things we are going
to be doing in Belmont or some other great things that we are doing for the whole state. I cannot help myself; I am
going to talk about Belmont! There are some fantastic things that we have delivered as a Labor government for
my electorate. I am just going to do a little bit of a brag; it was such a huge list that I had to cull it for the purpose
of today. I will give members the highlights, if you will.

Since being elected in 2017, we have seen the delivery of a $5 million upgrade to the Belmont Police Station. It
allows for more police officers to be stationed there, which is fantastic. It has given them more room and state-of-
the-art facilities—actually, I do not know whether "state-of-the-art" is the correct term, but it has really great
technology. It is a fantastic facility and I am really pleased with it. Also, the opening hours have been extended.
When I became the member for Belmont, the station closed at five o'clock. It is now open to the public until seven
o'clock in the evening.
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I have already talked about the Metronet train station at Redcliffe, but it is worth mentioning again. It is a fantastic
$1.86 billion facility. It is great to have a train station right on our doorstep. The Tonkin Gap was a $400 million
project. Yes, it was not a statewide project, but it was a major project in the metropolitan region. It has had a huge
impact on my community because it eases the traffic flow hugely in and around the airport precinct. I was very
pleased that the now Treasurer and minister listened to members of my community who had come to me to request
noise walls be built over the Swan River. That upgrade has been very helpful for them.

Belmont City College has a beautiful new $5 million performing arts centre, which is well utilised daily. It often
invites primary school age children to witness and be part of its terrific performances that a lot of the students do
all year round. A huge amount has gone into schools since we were elected, partly under the WA Recovery Plan—
the post-COVID stimulation package. Belmay Primary School received $2 million to put towards a brand-new
kindy area, which is fantastic. Belmont Primary School received $1 million worth of refurbishments. Again, that
school is over 100 years old, so that was terrific.

The Wilson Park netball courts received $2 million for an upgrade, which we put $500,000 towards. It has beautiful
brand-new netball courts. We saved the Garvey Park wetlands. We saved and restored the Ascot kilns—the only
kilns of that type in the Southern Hemisphere. We put $8.5 million towards that program. The Ascot Kayak Club
received $300,000. It is now the state slalom centre. It is fantastic. It is right on the Swan River. The WA State
Squash Centre, which is now based in Belmont, received $1.6 million, and it hosted the Australian national
championships last year, which is terrific. There were upgrades to lighting for the Belmont Bombers down at
Forster Park and there were science labs for Carlisle, Belmay and Belmont Primary Schools and Belmont City
College. Belmont City College received brand new STEM rooms, which is wonderful. The school loves it. I am
on the board of that school. It is terrific.

There is so much more that we have done. I could not get all of it down. As you can see, I am running out of time,
Acting Speaker. There is a lot we could talk about in the remaining two minutes about the election commitments
we made and that will be delivered going forward. There is $3 million for Belmont City College to be air
conditioned. Kewdale Primary School will get $2 million towards air conditioning. Belmay Primary School will
receive $1.3 million for air conditioning and a brand-new music room. A total of $2 million will go to an assembly
area at Rivervale Primary School. Cloverdale Primary School will receive $400,000 for an upgrade to its
undercover area. Carlisle Primary School will have $300,000 towards its kindy area and also $80,000 to install air
conditioning in its library. There will be two new hard courts and a new playground at Redcliffe Primary School.
Belmont Primary School will get new sporting equipment. Another election commitment of mine was $300,000
towards night lights for our sporting clubs at Peet Park. South Guildford will receive $225,000 towards its BMX
tracks, which I might say are long-awaited. There is also beautiful Hazelmere Hall, for which we put money
towards upgrading, and I forgot to include that in my list of things we have delivered for the electorate. We
upgraded that hall and now we will put an art mural on it. I look forward to seeing all of those things coming to
fruition over the coming months. It is my pleasure to conclude my remarks there.

The Acting Speaker: I call the member for Bicton.

Ms Kim Giddens (Bateman—Parliamentary Secretary) (5:31 pm): I have really enjoyed sharing the border
with the member for Bicton. We work very collaboratively together, but I am very proud indeed to be the member
for Bicton—Bateman; you have got me started, oh my goodness! I will get that right.

It is with pride that I rise today to give my response to the Address-in-Reply at the opening of this new
parliamentary term. When I first stood in this place in 2021 to give my inaugural speech, it was also with pride,
but probably also, it is fair to say, with a bit of naivety. With the benefit of four years of experience, I hope I bring
that experience to this term—the privilege of serving and the trust of my community. Ministers, look out, with that
experience I have become a little more dogged in delivering the things that I really want to my community.

I extend my congratulations to those members who are newly elected and joining us for the first time and welcome
them to this place. It really is a very special privilege to be able to serve both our local constituents and also the
people of Western Australia. One of the things I feel very passionate about is the importance of upholding and
always being respectful to our institutions. We heard yesterday from both the Chief Justice and the Governor about
how those institutions are being threatened and unwound throughout the world. Here in Western Australia and
Australia we should be very proud that we live in a stable democracy and that we are able to hold our elections
and transition power peacefully. It is really incumbent on all of us to speak with respect about this place and the
institutions that serve our democracy. I really look forward to that goal working with all members in this term.

On the topic of congratulations, I too would like to pass on my congratulations to the newly elected Speaker, the
member for Forrestfield, and the Deputy Speaker, the member for Kalgoorlie. I know both of them will do a great
job, but the member for Kalgoorlie is a very fierce and passionate regional representative. I would also like to
extend my congratulations to not only the former ministers who have found themselves supported to again serve
as ministers in the cabinet, but also the newly elected ministers—Minister Stojkovski, Minister Hammatt and
Minister Swinbourn. I am particularly grateful for the opportunity given to me by the Premier to serve as
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parliamentary secretary to Minister Swinbourn with the portfolios of environment, community services and
homelessness. There is a lot to tackle in those portfolios and I look forward to supporting Minister Swinbourn and,
of course, the Premier with that agenda.

I would like to take a moment to reflect on the 2025 election. The result from both Labor's and my own perspective
was resounding. For me, it really represented renewal. In 2021 I stood as a candidate in what was a pretty
extraordinary time for our state and, indeed, the world. In the 2025 election I presented myself as a choice for the
community based on the work I had done over four years. I am humbled—it is a word that is often used—to have
received the overwhelming support of the community in the work that I had done over the four years. The feedback
I received from Bateman and the people in the community was honest. It is an extremely well-educated electorate.
People are politically savvy. They know their policies and they know their politics, and they really sent a very
clear endorsement of the fact that I had worked very hard over four years to deliver on what I said I would when I
stood here first in 2021, and that was to be hardworking, accessible and always put the needs of my community
front and centre. I cannot always deliver—none of us in this place can—everything that every constituent or
stakeholder would like or want, but we can always be available, understand the issues and advocate. I am really
proud to have done all of those things. I recognise the significance of being re-elected in a seat that typically has
not been considered a Labor seat. Perhaps there was some expectation, entitlement even, that the course of time
would see the seat returned to its so-called natural place, but what we now know about modern politics is that there
is no such thing as a natural place anymore for a particular party. I spoke before about the importance of this
institution, and what I will speak about now is that as representatives, we cannot take that for granted, no matter
what side of politics, even if a seat is considered safe. One of the things I was really proud of as a member of the
Cook government was that the message to us from the highest level, from the Premier all the way down, was that
no matter what our margin, no matter what our seat, no matter what our position, it is our job first and foremost to
get out into our community, meet community members where they are at, doorknock, make phone calls and be
accessible. I am really proud that on the Labor side that is something we do exceptionally well. It has certainly
served me very, very well in the community of Bateman. Again, | am very, very grateful for the support of my
community to continue in this role.

As the member for Belmont noted, these elections are a very intense time. They take a lot of resources and they
take money, and to have those conversations at the doors, they take volunteers. To that end, I take a moment to
acknowledge the people who were important for me, not only in this election but who provided support over the
last four years as well. I have a terrible habit in that when I do speeches, I prefer to do them off the cuff, and that
has strengths and weaknesses. One of the weaknesses is that you can forget things. On election night when I was
giving my speech, I did my best to remember everyone, but I did not take notes, so there are some people in
particular who I will acknowledge up-front, first and foremost because I forgot to mention them on election night.
I mention my mother-in-law—note to self, please do not forget your mother-in-law or father-in-law when handing
out thankyous! My mother-in-law, Sue Moore, and my father-in-law, Richard Moore, were excellent in
understanding that my mind was in lots of places on the night, and, in the selfless way of good country people, did
not expect acknowledgement. But they did come all the way from Singleton in New South Wales, and they came
about two weeks before the election and served the all-important role of cooking and having a meal on the table
for my three boys. I did not have to worry that that was not being taken care of at home. For those who were
juggling this job, and election and family, you know just how huge a contribution that is, so I am very grateful,
and from the bottom of my heart would like to thank both Sue and Richard for their support. I would also—another
failure—like to acknowledge who I call my "daughter-in-law in waiting", my stepson's girlfriend of many years,
Kaylie Burnett, who provided significant support and help for me on my campaign. On the night, I was looking
around the room and I do not know why I did not see her, but, Kaylie, you were very important. Thank you for
being both part of our family and also for everything you did during the campaign. Kaylie was just one of those
naturals who could pick up the phone and have an outstanding conversation with people. She really, really was of
huge value.

I would also like to acknowledge Dean Elliss. Dean is a volunteer not only during campaign time but he is one of
those amazing people that electorate offices just love to have because he would come almost every single week to
assist me in getting the message out about what I was delivering for Bateman, and he did it in an outstanding way.
I should have taken the time to look up the numbers, but it would not surprise me if he has put in easily more than
10,000 calls and conversations with people in the electorate. Many people would say to me, "Oh yes, I spoke to
one of your volunteers the other day", and I knew they would be talking about Dean. So again, Dean, thank you
very much for everything you have done.

Of course, I have to go to my campaign team, having now covered off on everyone that I forgot on election night.
My campaign team I did not forget, but I will repeat the thanks: director Peter Tinley, who many of you in this
place will know because he is the former member for Willagee. My campaign manager, Kylie Thompson, was
new to the role of campaign manager and just brought extraordinary ability and pragmatic focus and was able to
cut through the difference between all the noise and what really needed to be done, so Kylie, I cannot thank you
enough. Jacob Roosendaal—I thought he was going to fall over, but he just would not stop. Jacob, thank you so
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much for the laughs, the energy and for always being there. I had some amazing people in my team who kept
things ticking over in the electorate office while the volunteer team were out doing the work, so I would like to
thank in particular Rachel and Dana, who provided great support in the electorate office to make sure constituents
were still having their questions answered and being helped throughout the campaign.

If I have missed anyone from that, I really am in deep trouble, but I will acknowledge, as has already been done,
the incredible campaign team that was backed by the party office. I acknowledge Ellie Whiteaker, the state
secretary, and Lauren Cayoun; and the local campaigns director, Claire Comrie. I think she had the unfortunate
role of hearing from all of us candidates when things went wrong. That is the nature of campaigning, but I really
want to say how much went right. The hours and hours that you did were certainly very welcomed by me and
Mark Fahey, who was my local campaign director. Again, to everyone: thank you very much.

When I was first elected in 2021 and I started sending out some newsletters, electronically as you do these days, 1
would invariably get the odd response that would go something like, "Well, what have you ever done for me?" I
never took it personally; I was a newly elected member, so I knew it was not personal, but I took a moment to
really reflect on that question, because it came up a few times. I thought to myself, "Well, that's actually a really
fair question and a really valid question." Thank you to all the people who asked me that, because it really formed
the centre of my work for the next four years. Not to give away all my secrets, but I really realised and recognised
in that moment that it was fair and reasonable that I should be able to answer that question to whoever asked it of
me in my constituency. Obviously, it did not inform the work I did for four years, but it informed the way that I
was able to measure that and be able to respond and communicate to the community about that.

As a quick summary, in the last term, more than 140 projects, local support or funding across the community was
delivered, and that is, I think, quite an extraordinary effort. When you actually take the time to jot it all down, it
adds up a lot. Again, to my team over the last term who helped me to be able to understand our community and
help me deliver those things, I would like to thank my team in the electorate office for the last four years as well.

Some of the things we delivered included STEM funding to every single primary school, plus $1.5 million to
Applecross Senior High School for a brand-new STEM classroom. That includes things that are very different
from our day, when I thought a scientific calculator was the epitome of sophistication; they now have things like
3D printers. How things have changed! That was incredible. We have had major upgrades at Applecross, Melville
and Rossmoyne Senior High Schools, like the member for Cockburn mentioned. He talked about some of the
schools he shares; I share Melville with the member for Bicton. She does an outstanding job in her electorate of
being the lead, I guess, in all things Melville, with the support of the members who also feed into that electorate.
The people of Rossmoyne have the outstanding Dr Jags, the member for Riverton, as their primary advocate, but
it is always amazing to work as part of a team and that is one of our strengths—that we are able to work together
with the incredible high schools we have in our region.

There is also the long-awaited redevelopment of Len Shearer Reserve; the resurfacing of netball courts in
Brentwood and Kardinya; lighting upgrades across the community to tennis, soccer and hockey facilities;
investment in women's and girls' sport; support for our local bowls club; and it goes on. Suffice to say, there were
140 deliverables, and I am not going to go into the detail of all of them.

One of the things I am really most proud of is that it is not just about the money and the funding. Those things are
important—they are enablers—but it is actually the relationships. Over four years it has been an honour to really
develop relationships with the P&Cs, the schools and the community groups. Through that process, we have been
able to respond to the needs in our community, and that is quite a privilege. Members who are new will get to
know this; for those of us who have been around for a while, as much as we love our job in our electorates,
sometimes you turn up to an event after hours and you are tired and you think, "Oh, I'm not sure if I've got the
energy for this tonight." You walk into that room, and it might be a small community club, and within seconds
you are invigorated because of the energy and the passion of the people in that room and what they bring on cold
winter nights. When they do not feel like it, you know that they turn up, year after year, to deliver those things for
our communities because they are passionate about it. Often they say to me, "Thank you so much for coming",
and I feel like I am an impostor, and I am very grateful that they have me there. That is something for new members
to look forward to.

As the member for Cockburn noted, campaigns are about a choice. One of the great opportunities I and other
members on this side had was to think really carefully about how we could respond to those needs in our
community with election commitments. To me, that is what election commitments are. I think there is a bit of
confusion in the community about election commitments, no doubt because they have been abused. We remember
the federal Liberal sports rorts, for example. Those kinds of things certainly undermine trust, but for me, when
election commitments are done properly, they are a really important way to respond to the needs that we have
identified in our community. There were over 50 local commitments that reflect the breadth of the things that were
shared with me over the last term. They include safe and inclusive communities. We are talking about things like
helping school students to cross streets more safely. We are talking about better local infrastructure and local
community clubs.



144 ASSEMBLY—Wednesday 9 April 2025

(Member's time extended.)

Ms Kim Giddens: We are talking about parks and green spaces. Over the next four years you will see me working
hard to deliver on every single one of those commitments. In addition, I want to put on the record my commitment
to continue to work to support Applecross Senior High School. I have worked very hard over the last four years,
right from day one, to build that relationship with Applecross Senior High School. It is an extraordinary school
delivering an outstanding level of education. It faces population pressures. I was really proud to be able to secure
for it $650,000 to progress planning for the expansion that is very needed there. This is a critical and necessary
stage and it is really going to support the school. The money is already delivered, the planning is underway and
once that is completed, I will continue to work to advocate for that school and see it go well into the future being
the outstanding school it is.

Although my electorate of Bateman is the centre of my work and always will be, I know that strong outcomes are
only possible through strong state leadership. In this election, as I already noted, the people of Western Australia
reaffirmed their trust in Premier Roger Cook and this government's vision for Western Australia. This is a vision
for a state that is economically resilient, socially inclusive and prepared to meet the challenges of a changing world
with confidence and importantly, with care. To use the Premier's own words—who better to quote?—he said in
the uncorrected Hansard:

... we put a very comprehensive plan to ... Western Australia for how we are going to keep this state the
strongest in the nation; how we are going to continue to make sure that we build more things here through
our Made in WA plan; how we are going to continue to invest in our healthcare system, making sure
everyone has a home, building more homes faster, more affordably; and continuing to make sure that
people, no matter where they live—in the suburbs, in remote communities, in our regional centres—have
all the services and infrastructure they need.

Acting Speaker, we are entering a critical chapter in Western Australia's economic story. Our state has long been
a powerhouse of production, but the future belongs to those who can shape it, who innovate and who grow new
industries. We have seen seismic shifts in international production and supply chains not only since COVID, but
fundamentally in recent weeks. In times of uncertainty, it is easy to retreat into base politics or worse, the politics
of fear and division, but I am proud to be part of a government that chooses a different path. Under Premier Roger
Cook's leadership, we are not only navigating complexity with experience, but we are doing so with vision, courage
and purpose. This government is not content to manage the present; it is committed to shaping a legacy that will
sustain Western Australia for generations to come. Nothing tackles cost-of-living pressures more than a quality,
secure and well-paying job, not only in today's economy, but also for our children. That is why I am excited by
Premier Roger Cook's vision of a future that is made in WA. It is a vision that invests in advanced manufacturing,
clean energy and battery technology, health and medical innovation, defence industry capacity and a skilled local
workforce with world-class training.

Key highlights from the Made in WA plan include—I always run out of time; there is so much to talk about!—
battery production. It includes a $50 million local battery manufacturing program. We heard already—the member
for Belmont talked about how important this is for her constituency and across the state—about how the local
manufacturing of batteries could not only permanently lower power prices in households but also grow jobs. We
are talking about transportation manufacturing. Commitments include Metronet trains, electric buses and the soon
to be added—the member for South Perth is looking at me with great excitement; he knows what I am going to
say—electric ferries. We are talking about green iron and steel production. When we talk about Western Australia
having the capacity to be a renewable energy powerhouse, I think not so much in a literal sense of connecting to
Asia, whether with an underground cable, but in the ability to manufacture the world's products right here in
Western Australia using renewable energy, like green iron and green steel production. Obviously, we are talking
about renewable energy infrastructure. We are going to need poles and wires, and to make those in Western
Australia, creating jobs throughout that process, is just outstanding.

We are going to diversify the economy and we are talking about $1 billion in the Strategic Industries Fund. This
is establishing and activating strategic industrial areas across WA, making it investment ready and attractive to
international investment. We are talking about support for emerging sectors. The member for Belmont is very
passionate about creative industries, and that is one example. We have heard very strongly about defence from the
member for Cockburn. We are talking about space industries, health and medical life sciences and tourism. There
really is something in this for everyone across our region. We are also talking about skills and education, because
you cannot deliver the type of diversified economy and resilient economy our state needs without bringing on
board the skills that we need. One of the conversations I had at an early voting centre was with a constituent who
asked, "I have a small business; what are you doing for small business?" In the interests of time I will not relay the
whole conversation, but I said to her, "And we are delivering fee-free TAFE courses." Why is that support for
small business? It is because we are delivering the skills that small businesses need to run and grow their business.
It is a very important part of meeting the needs of businesses in a resilient and strong economy.
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With the time I have, I am not going to waste time talking about the science of climate change because that implies
that there is still something to be proven, that it is still under question or still in dispute, and it is just not and we
do not have the time to waste on this debate. On our side of the chamber, we have not only settled this, but we are
setting about acting. Some of the ways we are acting are those I have just described in the Made in WA plan, but
we are ending coal-fired power stations, native forest logging, and we have the Plan for Our Parks, a 2019 initiative
that aimed to grow our conservation estate by 20% but smashed that out of the water and exceeded that well in
excess of five million additional hectares. We have our "treebate" program to green our suburbs and grow our
urban tree canopy, a really important part, and members have heard about some of the investment in industries and
much more. We know it cannot be done by government alone. It is an important piece, but it is not the only piece.

I want to talk about the role of investment and private equity in our energy transition and decarbonising our
economy. Globally, in 2023 alone, over US$1.8 trillion was invested worldwide in clean energy. A significant
portion of that came from private capital. We know that private capital is seeking places to invest with strong
environmental, social and governance credentials. That was something we did work on in the Public Accounts
Committee in the last term. We know that this trend is not going anywhere, despite global headwinds. Why does
this matter for Western Australia? Western Australia is a jurisdiction that grew its economy from the mining
industry. We know how to provide stable, secure places to invest over decades. This is really important: we have
strong regulatory clarity on planning and environmental approvals. We have secure land access and engagement
with traditional owners. We have transparent and coordinated policy across energy infrastructure and economy
portfolios, and we have seen the work that the Premier has done to align those even more strongly. We have long-
term vision and political stability. This is particularly important as we seek to leverage our competitive advantage
because this capital is global and it will not come to Western Australia just by chance. That is why Peter Dutton's
Liberal plan to bring nuclear to Australia is such a risk to Western Australia's economic future. This is not a
question of ideology. We know that Peter Dutton's plan to bring nuclear to Western Australia will disrupt this
investment that we are seeing significantly come into our state. We know that it is going to cause investment
uncertainty. We know it is going to delay ending coal-fired power, and we know that the just transition plan in
Collie is world leading and exceptional, something that the whole state should be proud of. To disrupt that with
this plan is really just a disgrace.

Another topic—because [ am very much out of time—on which the Cook government and the opposition diverge
significantly is Metronet. We have heard the opposition, in both the last term and even in the first two days of
Parliament, talk about Metronet. Its members say they want to go on a listening tour, so I might save them a little
time on this particular topic. Metronet is not about the train tracks, the trains or the concrete. It is about the
movement of people that connects them to job opportunities, health opportunities and others in our community.
That is why over three different elections, the Western Australian public have significantly endorsed Western
Australia's Metronet program. We know how important it is.

Speaking of that, two days out from this election, we heard the truth from the Liberals. The truth was that they
were not going to support the Swan River ferry expansion. They were not going to support the jobs that came from
that. They were not going to support connecting my community in Bateman to the University of Western Australia,
to the health precinct, or to the city. Further to that, they were not going to support, in fact they were going to
delay, the upgrade of the Canning Bridge bus interchange; and, for the first time in the history of the Westport
project, they were also not going to back Westport, which is not only a significant piece of infrastructure for the
state's economy, but also a very important piece of infrastructure for taking trucks off Leach Highway. We heard
from the Minister for Transport about how the Liberal Party also does not support bringing the freight on rail back
into public hands, which is another decision that forced trucks onto Leach Highway in my community. The irony
of all this is there is a $250,000 election commitment by the Liberals for a plan to consider how to take trucks off
Leach Highway and reduce traffic on Leach Highway and Canning Highway. Let me tell members that putting
people onto ferries and onto good quality, affordable public transport, and building the infrastructure our state
needs to move around our city will provide the opportunities that our future economy will deliver under this
government. All of this is critical, and the people in my community endorse Roger Cook's plan for our state.

Mrs Lisa O'Malley (Bicton—Parliamentary Secretary) (6:01 pm): I am going to pick up where the member for
Bateman left off. Build Westport: that is what we are doing. That is kind of what brought me to this place in 2017.
I am excited to know that we have a plan, and we are getting on with that plan. The plan to get trucks off Leach
Highway is called Westport. Anyway, I will go back to where I was going to start.

As we begin the 42nd Parliament, I am excited to rise to add my personal reflections and intentions for the next
four years, along with those that I know I share with every member of the Cook Labor government. Whilst we
share a diversity of life experiences that have informed and shaped the individuals we are today, we form a
disciplined, focused and energised team, united in purpose and aligned in values and vision. We are a formidable
team, led by an exceptional leader in Premier Cook and his cabinet, and driven by a Labor caucus that cannot be
matched in work ethic, enthusiasm, collegiality and get-shit-done attitude.
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As we begin this first sitting year of the new Parliament, I wish to express my gratitude for the opportunity to
continue serving the people of the electorate of Bicton. I thank them sincerely for placing their trust in me, Premier
Cook and his team as their choice to represent and serve them again for a historic third term in government. Like
my colleagues who have spoken before me, I am extremely thankful to have an exceptional campaign team. Team
Bicton went above and beyond in backing and believing in me, managing the inevitable stress and the logistics
that come along with election campaigns, and bringing together a red wave of support to realise the once-upon-a-
time outrageous proposition that Bicton could be a three-term Labor seat! Massive thanks to Callum Nevill,
Massimo Nardi and Karen Greenwood; campaign directors Simone McGurk and Meredith Hammat; the incredible
campaign machine that is state and federal Fremantle; the Bicton branch; the mighty United Workers Union; state
secretary Ellie Whiteaker and assistant state secretary Lauren Cayoun; everyone in WA Labor CHQ; the
volunteers, both true believers and the many friends, family members and supporters who came out for me
personally. Last but most definitely not least, to my husband, Mark; son, Aidan; and Matilda: thank you!

A member interjected.

Mrs Lisa O'Malley: Did you forget somebody else?
Ms Kim Giddens: My husband!

Mrs Lisa O'Malley: Whoops! Hang on, who?

Ms Kim Giddens: Mick Moore.

Mrs Lisa O'Malley: And of course, I would like to acknowledge my colleague the member for Bateman's
husband, Mick Moore, for his exceptional efforts in ensuring that his beautiful wife was also returned as my
wonderful colleague and electorate neighbour.

Ms Kim Giddens: Thank you!
Mrs Lisa O'Malley: You are welcome. You owe me one!

I am deeply aware, as is every Labor member in this place, of the great responsibility that comes with this role,
and I would like to take the opportunity to put on the record my commitment to prioritising the needs of my
electorate above all else. It is the people of the suburbs of Bicton, Attadale, Palmyra, Alfred Cove, East Fremantle,
Willagee, Kardinya, Myaree and Melville, which comprise the electorate of Bicton, who granted me the honour
of being the first member for Bicton when this seat was created in 2017 and returned me to this role in 2021 and
on 8 March for an unprecedented third term. Being their member for Bicton is a great privilege. It is a role that I
have never taken for granted and never will.

Deputy Speaker, I would like to add my congratulations to all those elected and re-elected to this place, and
acknowledge the election of Mr Speaker, Madam Deputy Speaker, and the Acting Speakers who have been
announced, and those who will be, and congratulate them on their ascension to these senior and crucially important
roles.

My contribution today will be part reflection, as well as looking forward. As we commence this new term of
government, | believe it is important to spend some time looking back at where we have been and how we got to
here as an integral part of the priorities and plans for the next four years. In politics, nothing happens by accident;
you can bet it was planned that way—so said Franklin D Roosevelt. It is a quote that accurately reflects the
approach behind the success of successive Labor governments here in WA. Thoughtful, responsible and well-
considered planning is a hallmark of the Cook government. Further, good government is no accident either, and
can be measured against four key areas, being accountability, transparency, predictability and participation. On 8
March, the people of our great state considered all these things and took the measure of the past four and more
years of WA Labor government, and those who would seek to govern, and returned the Cook government in
overwhelming numbers for a historic third term.

I will add the word "reliable" when describing the way in which we on the government benches and seats go about
the business of delivering good government. The people of my electorate of Bicton and right across our vast state
know that they can rely on the Cook government to deliver good government, because they have seen and felt it
over the past eight transformational years, as the direct beneficiaries of infrastructure upgrades, improved services,
more jobs, greater accessibility, innovation, increased participation, cleaner environment, more jobs, local
manufacturing, cost-of-living support, more affordable or free education and training and more jobs. Deliver: that
is what this is government has been doing for the people of the electorate of Bicton and beyond since 2017. We
have delivered on the commitments that we made prior to 11 March 2017, and we have delivered on the
commitments we made in the lead-up to the historic 2021 state election. Now, we are poised and ready to deliver
on the commitments we made before we won government again on 8 March 2025. The people of WA know that
they can rely on the Cook Labor government to deliver on these commitments and continued good government.

I will spend some time talking about the commitments that will directly benefit my communities across the
electorate, but, before I do, I would like to reflect more broadly on delivery and demeanour. As we commence the
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42nd Parliament, we do so on this side of the chamber with discipline and unity of purpose, in stark contrast with
the rabble opposite. For those who are new to this house, regardless of your relative position of seniority within
your team, for your own sake and in respect of the expectations of the people who elected you to this chamber, 1
ask just one thing: please learn the rules of engagement. They are here in this book. It will both strengthen you as
a member in this place and ensure that we get on with the business of this place. We can still have some fun while
we are at it; after all, robust debate is an essential element of the work that we do.

Since first coming to government in 2017, our state has seen significant global economic and health challenges,
particularly during the COVID years, and, more recently, the impacts of climate change and geopolitical
uncertainty. Successive WA Labor governments have greeted these challenges with diligence and vigour, and we
are well prepared for whatever is ahead, as a united team. It is a team that I am proud and grateful to be a part of,
but that team has passed over the last eight years I have been in this place, and I would like to take a moment to
acknowledge my colleagues who are no longer members of this place, through retirement, and who were not
returned at this recent state election. I thank all of them for their service and dedication to this place and to the
people of the electorates they represented. They are greatly missed.

It is a privilege to serve my electorate here in the Parliament as part of a diverse, dynamic and cohesive team. It is
important to all of us that we remain mindful of who we are here to serve and the enormous responsibility that
comes with that service.

I would like to also acknowledge and commend my colleagues who have spoken before me and thank them for
their thoughtful and positive contributions to the debate. As I look back over the eight years since I became the
member for Bicton, I see many great things that this government has delivered in my electorate and across our vast
state, things that are making both an immediate and a long-term positive difference to the people of Bicton and
beyond. We have delivered to our schools, with school's maintenance blitz funding that has helped to improve the
physical appearance, safety, access and amenity in schools across Western Australia. Delivering on school
maintenance was made possible because of the work of successive Labor governments to deliver strong financial
management of the state's budget. Ongoing upgrades to school infrastructure is tangible evidence of this
government's successful financial management and commitment to public education.

Additionally, at Melville Senior High School, which is the only public high school located in the electorate of
Bicton, we have delivered upgrades with the allocation of $100,000 to the school canteen, $925,000 to STEM
classrooms and $7.5 million for the newly opened gymnasium, together with $4.5 million for the performing arts
centre that opened in 2020. Further, we have committed $70,000 towards heating Melville Senior High School's
swimming pool to enable aquatic programs to be delivered year-round and $1 million towards upgrades of the no
longer fit-for-purpose home economics classroom. I am pleased and proud as both the member for Bicton and as
a Melville Senior High School parent—my daughter, Matilda, will graduate at the end of this year and my son
graduated in 2019—and it gives me great pleasure to know that our government sees public education in the
electorate of Bicton and right across WA as a top priority.

The Cook government's careful, diligent and disciplined approach to the state finances means that every public
school across Western Australia has received funding for vital maintenance works and ongoing improvements. All
but two schools in the electorate of Bicton are over 50 years old with several local primary schools built more than
100 years ago. As we all know, ageing buildings require lots of work to keep them viable and fit for purpose.
Effective air conditioning is an important part of this and that is why the Cook government's $89 million Cool Our
Schools commitment will upgrade the air conditioning systems of 45 schools across WA, including Palmyra,
Bicton, Richmond and Attadale Primary Schools. In all, $6.4 million is committed to the Cool Our Schools
program funding in the electorate of Bicton.

As I mentioned earlier, many of my local public schools are of an advanced age and I am incredibly proud of the
improvements made to these local schools under successive Labor governments during the past eight years. The
important upgrades are greatly needed for these vital local institutions to cater for the changing needs of their
communities and to meet community expectations as modern learning facilities. Some of these include Richmond
Primary School's $700,000 upgrade to its administration building in 2020 to incorporate contemporary and
effective workflow features whilst maintaining the heritage exterior. This was provided together with the delivery
of a Nature Play space in 2021 and new commitments to deliver $1.9 million to upgrade air conditioning and
$50,000 for a new outdoor classroom.

Similarly, Attadale Primary School opened its purpose-built early learning centre in our first term in government.
It was wonderful to be at the launch of the new school-site-based early learning centre back then and it is wonderful
to think that those students are now, in 2025, making their way through the upper years of primary school. This
wonderful school will now benefit from our new commitment to deliver $1 million for air conditioning upgrades
and $50,000 for a new outdoor classroom. The early years are such a crucial time in a child's life and lay the
foundation for life outcomes. Play builds imagination and creativity. It fosters cognitive growth, delivers emotional
and behavioural benefits, improves literacy, encourages greater independence and promotes physical fitness. That
is why I am so pleased and proud to have provided $50,000 towards a Nature Play space at Palmyra Primary
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School in 2022, which will be joined by the delivery of a new $50,000 greenhouse in the Pally Patch—the school
kitchen garden—that will help enhance the school's STEM activities, along with $1 million for air conditioning
upgrades.

Caralee Community School in Willagee is co-located with the Fremantle Language Development Centre. It is a
new school for the electorate of Bicton. I have had a wonderful time getting to know the school community there
and [ am very pleased that they will be the recipients of a new $100,000 Nature Play space. Bicton and Melville
Primary Schools have similarly received important funding support and upgrades over the past eight years, and I
am excited to deliver these fantastic schools $50,000 each towards a new playground and outdoor classroom. I
think there is a bit of a theme here. I do not know how the other members engage in their local communities, but
many of our local schools were really calling out for assistance through their parents and citizens associations—I
am still proudly a member of my local high school's P&C—for funding towards these kinds of Nature Play spaces
and outdoor classrooms. In conversations with me, they reflected on the fact that yes, they know that children learn
through play, and that play that includes activities in spaces that can be remodelled and moved around by the
children is incredibly important. However, there was also a growing recognition that the schools needed quiet
spaces for reflection and time out for the students and the teachers. Whilst these playgrounds are quite modest in
delivery in terms of dollars, they make a massive difference to the school communities.

Post-secondary education and training is a top priority for the Cook Labor government. We know that many skills
that are in short supply are learnt at TAFE and training institutions. I acknowledge the member for Bateman for
raising this as a really important issue, as did the member for Cockburn. By reducing fees or removing fees
altogether, we are creating opportunities for young people to launch their careers by getting the skills that
employers want, which in turn leads to more WA jobs and facilitates more things to be made in WA. This is a
great example of how the Cook Labor government is leading the way in economic diversification, job creation,
job security and career pathways for Western Australia's school leavers. Small and medium enterprises are an
incredibly important employer. SMEs represent around 97% of all businesses in Western Australia. From
manufacturing and business services to retail, hospitality, technology, transport and so much more, the sector is a
significant employer, job creator, incubator for innovation and facilitator of the Cook Labor government's
commitment to make more things in WA. This government is continuing to deliver for the small-business owners
of Bicton and beyond.

(Member's time extended.)

Mrs Lisa O'Malley: As someone with a small family business myself, I know firsthand how important it is that
small-business owners have access to resources, opportunity and support. In some parts of my electorate, income
from small-business ownership is the primary source of income for over half the local population. In fact, in
Attadale it is somewhere around 42%. The small-business people who live in those suburbs, much like me with
my business experience, may not necessarily run the business in the electorate of Bicton, but are certainly based
there. The small-business owners of Bicton simply want the opportunity to secure work and grow their businesses
and that is what this government has delivered and continues to deliver, firstly, with the WA Jobs Act that was
initiated when we came to government in 2017. It set out the government's commitment to ensure that the $25-
plus billion spent annually on state government procurement maximised opportunities for local businesses and
created more jobs for Western Australians. We then launched the Western Australian Industry Participation
Strategy that set out the pathway to the opportunity. It was the all-important blueprint that outlined how we gain
access and how we participate in that pathway.

I am going to rush through a bit. We have made changes to payroll tax. Certainly, the small business owners in my
community and beyond welcome the delivery of this payroll tax relief. It has long been called for by the sector.
We know that. Important changes have resulted in a payroll tax cut for nearly 12,000 small and medium businesses
in WA, with around 1,000 businesses here no longer being liable for any payroll tax, while also cutting payroll tax
liability for an additional 11,000 businesses.

Together with the multitude of opportunities for startups and small and medium-sized enterprises in our Made in
WA plan, I can confirm that the Cook Labor government is the government for small business. Good financial and
economic management has never been more important and, along with cost-of-living concerns, is top of mind for
the people of my electorate. I know this because when I knock on the doors throughout the electorate, I am told
repeatedly that despite the current times, the Cook Labor government is doing a great job of managing the state's
finances to be able to provide household support throughout eight years of challenge and change. This has also
meant that several important infrastructure projects have been delivered over this time. These projects, both big
and small, are all significant to their local communities and beyond.

I am going to rip through a few of the important ones, including the East Fremantle Oval redevelopment. It is now
known as East Fremantle Community Park, the home of the mighty Sharks, the East Fremantle Football Club. We
have delivered a signalised crossing at Canning Highway. In fact, we will have delivered two before the end of
this term—one in East Fremantle and one in Melville. We are also doing a signalised crossing at North Lake Road
in Kardinya, member for Bateman. We share a suburb—Kardinya. Kardinya Primary School is in the member for
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Bateman's electorate. Those children can now cross North Lake Road. What is it—four lanes? I do not know. It is
scary as the speed limit is fast at 70 kilometres an hour. It is crazy. It is going to be good.

There is the nature playground in Davis Lawlor Park in Attadale and the pump track and nature playground in
Gourley Park in East Fremantle. I am really proud of the Port Beach sand nourishment project. It does not sit in
the electorate of Bicton, but two-thirds of the membership of the Port Beach Polar Bears live in the electorate of
Bicton. As an early morning ocean swimmer, it is absolutely life changing to be able to get into the ocean and to
get in there easily. Sand is needed for that; otherwise, there are only rocks or a great big step off. There has been
sand nourishment throughout the last four years. A new election commitment is to build an accessible walkway so
that the access point does not have to keep being rebuilt when we get the inevitable winter storms.

I have done a bunch. My background is health and fitness. I also grew up in the country, so I know how important
community sporting clubs are. Along with schools, they really do form the basis and the central point for our
communities. It is really important to be able to support them with things like lighting and facility upgrades and
to work with the local community or the local government when it is required to deliver on those things. It cannot
be overstated, particularly because we know that a sense of belonging is important. If someone belongs to a club
or they have a sense of purpose in the day and somewhere to go to just connect to others at the end of the day,
these things absolutely have a flow-on effect to our sense of wellbeing. We are more productive. Mental health is
improved. All these things have an impact and, in fact, circle back to important elements of the budget, particularly
in that we have now established the portfolio for the prevention of ill health, which is phenomenal.

With the time left to me, I am going to skip to another area that I am passionate about, and that is our local
environment. I am really proud that over the eight years that I have been the member for Bicton, we have been
able to protect our foreshore and our beautiful river, the Derbarl Yerrigan. Alfred Cove is internationally renowned
as a migratory bird route. We now have the Melville Bird Sanctuary, which goes a long way towards preserving
and protecting the places that these tiny birds need to come to on their stopover points from Siberia to WA and
back again. It is quite an exceptional thing that the sanctuary does. If the birds are disturbed or disrupted, it can
have a massive impact on their ability to refuel and get on their way. [ want to give a shout-out to some community
champions. Tom and Jenny, who established the Melville Bird Sanctuary almost single-handedly, are exceptional
humans. They are two people who are doing so much. Like so many of our community activists, if you want to
call them that, particularly in the environmental space, they are not looking for accolades. They are just looking
for a little bit of help. What local members are able to do is increase the volume of their voices—turn up the noise
on certain issues, if you like—and bring those concerns of the community all the way through to hopefully have
an impact on policy, but certainly on direct delivery.

I am going to skip to volunteers, because we love them. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the many
community volunteers for dedicating their time, knowledge and skills to care for the natural places throughout the
electorate of Bicton.

The Deputy Speaker: Member for Bicton, can I just pause you for one second, because it is really important that
volunteers get their voice heard in Hansard. 1 would just like to say to those on the other side of the house that
while a member is speaking, especially in their important Address-in-Reply speeches, if you have any
conversations to have, could you please leave the chamber to have those conversations. We have all been told at
some time or another to keep the noise down between ourselves, so this is something that we all have to abide by
and learn. In respect for you, member for Bicton, please continue and give those volunteers the shout-out that they
deserve.

Mrs Lisa O'Malley: Absolutely, thank you. Continuing the education of the chamber is a theme that is really
important.

I am going to pick up here: I would like to take this opportunity to thank the many community volunteers for
dedicating their time, knowledge and skills to care for the natural places throughout the electorate of Bicton. I
greatly admire the commitment of these individuals who go about their activities of weeding, planting, rubbish
collection, revetment work, citizen science data collection and many more important actions despite rain,
mosquitos and heat. It is always a joy to work alongside them when I have the time. It is wonderful to know that
some of these groups have been successful in receiving funding across several years through state grants programs,
like the Community Rivercare Program grants and natural resource management funding. I am proud to be a
member of a government delivering the kind of environmental action my community expects. I am going to put
on the record that I will continue to work for greater protection from the negative impacts of fishing on our local
aquatic and foreshore environment and birdlife. I am looking forward to seeing my election commitment for school
Landcare kits delivered in partnership with the Rotary Club of Melville and the Bicton Environmental Action
Group. I am also very pleased to have made a commitment to the Swan Yacht Club to deliver the Swan River
community space in East Fremantle.

In conclusion, I would like to again express my gratitude to the people of the electorate of Bicton for the
extraordinary opportunity to represent them in the Parliament of Western Australia. It is an enormous privilege
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and one that I have never taken for granted. I am proud of what I have been able to deliver so far for my
communities in my role as the member for Bicton, and I look forward to working hard, engaging with my local
communities and delivering more for Bicton in the 42nd Parliament.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr David Michael (Leader of the House).
House adjourned at 6:29 pm

Questions on notice answered today are available on the Parliament of Western Australia's website


https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Parliament/pquest.nsf/WebLAAnswers
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