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The Speaker (Mr Stephen Price) took the chair at 9:00 am, acknowledged country and read prayers.
COMMISSIONER FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE—ANNUAL REPORT 2024-25
Statement

The Speaker (Mr Stephen Price) (9:01 am): On 2 December 2025 I received a letter from the Commissioner for
Children and Young People requesting that an erratum be added to the Commissioner for Children and Young
People—Annual Report 202425, which was tabled on 10 September 2025. The erratum corrects the text of some
key performance indicators on pages 50 and 51 and removes some duplicated paragraphs. Under the provisions of
standing order 156, I authorise the corrections to be attached as an erratum to the tabled paper.

(See paper 785.)
PATHWEST ANNUAL REPORT 202425
Statement

The Speaker (Mr Stephen Price) (9:02 am): On 3 December 2025, I received a letter from the Minister for Health
requesting that an erratum be added to the PathWest Annual Report 2024/25, which was tabled on 14 October
2025. The erratum amends typographical errors on three separate pages of the report. Under the provisions of
standing order 156, I authorise the corrections to be attached to as an erratum to the tabled paper.

(See paper 786.)
JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION
Inquiry
The Speaker (Mr Stephen Price) (9:03 am): I received a letter yesterday from the Chair of the Joint Standing
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission advising that it has resolved to conduct an inquiry into ways

to modernise the Corruption, Crime and Misconduct Act 2003. The committee will inquire into the operation of
the act and consider suggestions for improvement, with a particular focus on:

L. The definition of misconduct, including what should constitute serious misconduct and minor
misconduct.
2. Who should be included in the definition of public officer.
3. The impact of disclosure restrictions on:
a. witness welfare;
b. a witness's ability to assist police; and
c. the ability to provide feedback to complainants.
4. Measures for ensuring robust investigation of allegations when the Corruption and Crime

Commission refers matters back to government agencies and the Western Australia Police Force.
The committee will report to both houses by 19 November 2026.

CANNING VALE—BUS STOPS
Petition

Mr Terry Healy (Southern River) (9:04 am): I have a petition that has been certified by the clerks, from
194 petitioners, in the following terms:

PETITION SUPPORTING TERRY HEALY'S CAMPAIGN TO UPGRADE BUS STOPS IN CANNING
VALE

To the Honourable Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western
Australia in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned, support Terry Healy's campaign to upgrade Canning Vale bus stops as part of
METRONET with better seating and shelter

We now ask the Legislative Assembly to request the City of Gosnells to begin upgrading Canning Vale bus
stops as soon as possible.

(See petition 13.)


https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4210785a4ae1fea99ee2f54948258d560026a359/$file/tp+785+(2025).pdf
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4210786a123f2cb8a5d8bd8a48258d560026a375/$file/tp+786+(2025).pdf
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Mr Terry Healy: I also have a number of nonconforming petitions.
PEEL HEALTH CAMPUS—BREAST ASSESSMENT CLINIC
Petition

Mrs Lisa Munday (Dawesville) (9:05 am): I have a petition on behalf of myself and the member for Mandurah,
which has been certified by the clerks, from 346 petitioners, in the following terms:

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western
Australia in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned, say:

With respect to a breast assessment, you would usually have a breast examination followed by one, more
or all of the following tests: Mammogram, ultrasound scan, core biopsy and fine needle aspiration, with the
possibility of other tests deemed by the Assessment team.

Having a Breast Assessment Clinic in the Peel region would allow potential breast cancer patients to receive
the full assessment in the one clinic and in their local area with the support of their families. Therefore,
reducing the emotional, physical, mental and financial impact of their cancer diagnosis.

Now we ask the Legislative Assembly to recommend and support the allocation of Government funding
for the provision of a Breast Assessment Clinic at Peel Health Campus.

(See petition 14.)

Mrs Lisa Munday: I also have a large number of signatures—2,863 signatures—in a nonconforming format,
bringing the total to 3,209 signatures on this matter.

PAPERS TABLED
Papers were tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house.
TRANSPORT—ABORIGINAL ECONOMIC PARTICIPATION
Brief ministerial statement

Ms Rita Saffioti (West Swan—Minister for Transport) (9:06 am): I would like to take a few minutes to inform
members of an historic milestone for Aboriginal economic participation in the delivery of Western Australia's
transport infrastructure. Aboriginal-owned businesses have delivered $1 billion of work on major transport
infrastructure projects. In addition, four million work hours have been completed by Aboriginal workers in the
transport portfolio over the same timeframe.

In October 2021, I announced that the state government had set a target to award $700 million of the overall
transport infrastructure contracts to Aboriginal businesses as well as having 3.5 million work hours completed by
Aboriginal workers. The intent was to improve economic and social outcomes for Aboriginal people by providing
real opportunities on major transport infrastructure projects throughout the state. The plan involves supporting
Aboriginal businesses and workers through initiatives and opportunities to successfully build their capacity and
capabilities. Aboriginal people are encouraged and empowered to further develop and prosper, leaving a legacy
for future generations.

Importantly, these initiatives will build the number of capable and qualified businesses and workers across WA.
They can help deliver future works and projects within the infrastructure industry, from construction through to
maintenance and ongoing operations. The results in the first four years have far exceeded expectations and reflect
the impact of strong local partnerships between government and industry, and the commitment of everyone
involved.

The $1 billion milestone shows what is possible when procurement policies and partnerships are backed with
genuine intent and action. The achievement demonstrates the government's commitment to closing the gap and
ensuring Aboriginal people are empowered to share in the economic opportunities of the future. This government
remains committed to strengthening Aboriginal participation in the transport infrastructure industry, setting new
targets for future growth and continuing to remove barriers to the procurement of Aboriginal businesses in all
levels of the supply chain.

HEALTH EXCELLENCE AWARDS
Brief ministerial statement

Ms Meredith Hammat (Girrawheen—Minister for Health) (9:08 am): I am delighted to rise to recognise the
winners of the 2025 WA Health Excellence Awards. These awards showcase the extraordinary dedication and
innovation of individuals and teams across our public health system. There were over 300 nominations for the
2025 awards and the calibre of entries was exceptional, reflecting the talent and passion within our health
workforce.
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I congratulate all winners, particularly Deanne Brooks, emergency nurse practitioner with the WA Country Health
Service, recipient of the Minister for Health's Award. Ms Brooks exemplifies the skill and compassion that defines
our health professionals. The Director General's Award recognised the geriatricians in the emergency department
team at South Metropolitan Health Service whose innovative approach has transformed care for our senior citizens.
Sue Morey, nurse practitioner at North Metropolitan Health Service, was the winner of the 7NEWS Health Hero
Award. Sue's outstanding service embodies the very best of our health system.

This year's category winners span critical areas: for Excellence in Preventive Health, the hepatitis C elimination
drive in Perth, North Metropolitan Health Service; for Excellence in Mental Health, Youth Hospital in the Home,
North Metropolitan Health Service; for Excellence in Person-centred Care, the Clinician Awareness and Response
Enhancement for Family and Domestic Violence initiative, North Metropolitan Health Service; for Excellence in
Safety and Quality, the CHARM Oncology Management System Project, South Metropolitan Health Service and
the WA Country Health Service; for Excellence in Workplace Wellbeing and Culture, the Women's Health
Strategy and Programs, North Metropolitan Health Service; for Excellence in Sustainability, the Audiology
Advanced Scope Practitioner Project, South, East and North Metropolitan Health Services; for Excellence in
Aboriginal Health, the "Kaya, where you going?" program at the WA Country Health Service; for Excellence in
Rural and Remote Health Care, the Virtual Clinical Pharmacy Service, WA Country Health Service; and for
Excellence in Primary Health Care Integration, Women and Newborn Health Service's complex care team, North
Metropolitan Health Service.

These awards remind us that our health system's greatest asset is its people and they give an opportunity to
acknowledge their achievements. I thank all nominees and winners for their wonderful contributions to the health
and wellbeing of Western Australians.

VETERANS FACILITIES FUND
Brief ministerial statement

Mr Paul Papalia (Secret Harbour—Minister for Veterans) (9:11 am): The Cook Labor government is
delivering on another important measure to support Western Australian veterans. Applications are now open for
the Veterans Facilities Fund 2025-26, which forms part of a $4 million pilot program being delivered over two
years. This initiative delivers on our election commitment to provide practical support to ex-service organisations
and improve the facilities they rely on. The fund offers grants of up to $200,000 for upgrades to halls, memorials
and other infrastructure used by veterans and their families. These projects may include renovations, repairs,
accessibility improvements and maintenance of sites that hold significance within local communities across
Western Australia.

As part of this commitment, the government has already set aside $200,000 for improvements at the Bullsbrook
and Districts RSL. During the 2025 election period, I had the pleasure of visiting the men and women of the
Bullsbrook RSL alongside the hardworking member for Swan Hills. This investment will preserve the facilities of
a local institution that has supported generations of service personnel and continues to serve as a central meeting
place for veterans in the local area.

Ex-service organisations, such as the Bullsbrook RSL, play an important role in Western Australia. They provide
opportunities for connection and community involvement for former and current members of our Australian
Defence Force. The Veterans Facilities Fund is intended to help these organisations maintain safe and functional
spaces for their activities. Project submissions will be assessed by an independent panel against clear criteria,
including the project objectives, community benefits and financial viability. Applications for the 2025 round of
the Veterans Facilities Fund will close at 6:00 pm on Saturday 20 December 2025, which marks the anniversary
of the final evacuation of the Anzacs from Gallipoli. Our veterans have contributed significantly to our state and
our nation, and this fund will ensure that the facilities they use regularly are fit for purpose and up to date. I
encourage eligible ex-service organisations across Western Australia to apply through the Defence West website.

HERITAGE—PAULA NELSON
Brief ministerial statement

Ms Simone McGurk (Fremantle—Minister for Heritage) (9:13 am): I rise today as the Minister for Heritage
and as the member for Fremantle to acknowledge the service of Paula Nelson, someone who embodies enthusiasm
for everything Fremantle, heritage and tourism. Having been decommissioned from service in 1991, Fremantle
Prison reopened to the public in 1992 and today is the state's only built site on the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization World Heritage List. Paula has announced that early next year she will be
finishing up as Director of Fremantle Prison, a role she has held since 2016. Paula is a passionate champion of
heritage tourism and has been at the forefront of the prison's success during this time, delivering a new master
plan, a $20 million conservation works program and many, many major events.

Paula initially joined the prison team in 2003 to manage tourism services and introduced new experiences such as
the Torchlight Tour and Tunnels Tour. Under Paula's leadership, the prison has matured as a quality visitor
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attraction and just last month, the prison welcomed the most visitors in any month since opening to the public in
1992. The prison is now established as a distinctive event venue and I know that the recent conservation and refit
of the special handling unit, formerly an open exercise yard and secure prisoner workshop, is currently allowing
the space to be used as the green room for the band Crowded House. Many local business operators in Fremantle
and leaders across Western Australia's tourism sector know Paula well. She is an avid advocate for Fremantle and
champions the collective value of its key tourist destinations and what they offer the millions of tourists that visit
Western Australia every year. Paula has created a strong foundation for the prison moving into its next chapter,
supported by a strong team that share her passion for this World Heritage listed site. It is no surprise that Paula
won a WA Telstra Business Women's Award in 2019 and that the prison has won successive Australian and WA
tourism awards during her tenure.

Today, I want to thank Paula for her commitment to improving visitor experiences at the prison, running a quality
tourist attraction while concurrently delivering extensive conservation works, and for leading the team to uncover
and celebrate the many layers of stories and heritage of prison life. I congratulate Paula on her success and wish
her well in her future endeavours.

HOSPITAL UPGRADES—ALBANY HEALTH CAMPUS—MEEKATHARRA HEALTH CENTRE
Brief ministerial statement

Mr John Carey (Perth—Minister for Health Infrastructure) (9:16 am): I rise to update the house on the
progression of the Albany Health Campus and Meekatharra Health Centre upgrades. The Cook Labor government
is delivering the largest program of health infrastructure investment Western Australia has ever seen. We are
investing more than $4.7 billion in new and upgraded health facilities and we have already delivered more than
900 new hospital beds, with hundreds more in the pipeline. This record investment is focused on one outcome: to
accelerate the delivery of modern hospital capacity across Western Australia so that more people can access high
quality care when and where they need it.

As part of this plan, upgrades are now moving forward for Meekatharra Hospital and Albany Health Campus.
Requests for proposals are open for a single contractor to design both projects under an early-contractor-
involvement model. Bundling these projects creates a larger and more efficient package of works, enabling us to
be agile in our delivery and drive innovation, particularly through a modular-build approach that allows early
works to begin while final designs are still being completed. This approach will deliver a suite of standardised
modular designs to help accelerate future projects, especially in rural and remote WA. The Meekatharra Hospital
redevelopment will deliver upgraded emergency services, modern inpatient facilities, improved patient support
areas and upgraded information and communications technology systems. Albany Health Campus will receive a
32-bed modular ward, boosting capacity for the region and building on our delivery of a redeveloped car park on
the site.

This is yet another example of our government thinking outside the box to deliver hospital infrastructure. Bringing
contractors into the planning stage encourages fresh ideas, practical solutions and more efficient delivery. These
are smart, future-focused investments that will ensure that Western Australians, whether in the city or the regions,
can access the care they need in a modern, well-resourced health system.

EDUCATION AWARDS
Brief ministerial statement

Ms Sabine Winton (Wanneroo—Minister for Education) (9:18 am): I am proud to update the house on the
fantastic 2025 WA Education Awards that were held recently. These awards were an opportunity to celebrate
excellence in our public education system and to shine a light on our outstanding schools, teachers and school
communities for their exceptional work in areas like teaching, leadership, inclusion and wellbeing.

This year, we added two new categories including the inaugural Minister's Teacher of the Year Award and, of
course, the Excellence in Early Childhood Education Award. I am pleased that this has driven a surge in
nominations this year. I was excited to present the inaugural Minister's Teacher of the Year Award to science
specialist Christopher Lambe from Grandis Primary School, who was selected because of, amongst many things,
his outstanding engagement with students and his knowledge, particularly of science. His acceptance speech really
stuck with me. He joked that as a science teacher his job is trying not to blow up students. He also stressed the
importance of a love for learning and highlighting that teaching is the most honourable profession. I could not
agree more. Karratha Primary School's principal, Annalyn Navarrete, reflected on her school's sometimes bumpy
journey from, in its first year, meeting only one of the national quality standards to now satisfying all seven
standards. It is a worthy winner of the inaugural Excellence in Early Childhood Education Award.

I congratulate the other worthy winners, which were John Curtin College of the Arts for Excellence in School
Leadership; Campbell Primary School for Excellence in Teaching and Learning—Primary; Ocean Reef Senior
High School for Excellence in Teaching and Learning—Secondary; Wiluna Remote Community School for
Excellence in Cultural Responsiveness; Bob Hawke College for Excellence in Disability and Inclusion; and
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Rangeway Primary School for Excellence in Wellbeing and Learning. Winners were awarded $20,000 each, and
the prize money can be used for professional development, school projects, suitable activities or student resources.
I sincerely thank the awards' generous sponsors in Stott Hoare, Edith Cowan University, LIFT Alliance, The
West Australian, Maxxia and Programmed.

I again congratulate all the outstanding finalists and winners. They make a meaningful difference in the lives of
students and their families across our state, each and every day.

RESOURCES SECTOR
Brief ministerial statement

Mr David Michael (Balcatta—Minister for Mines and Petroleum) (9:20 am): I inform the house this morning
of the remarkable performance of Western Australia's resources sector during the 2024-25 financial year. Despite
volatile international conditions, the sector has remained resilient, with the mining industry alone employing
134,009 full-time equivalent onsite positions. Additionally, employment in the petroleum sector was 9,428 FTE,
and the headcount in our minerals exploration sector was 4,248 FTE. Western Australia's workforce enabled the
resources sector to achieve $220 billion in sales on production. This was a strong result, given challenging market
conditions, and it reflects the ongoing strength of mine production and construction activities in Western Australia.
Headline figures for 2024-25 included iron ore sales totalling $122 billion, liquefied natural gas sales valued at
$36 billion and all-time-high gold sales of $29 billion. Also, the alumina industry recorded its second highest sales
value for a calendar or financial year of $8.2 billion.

Encouragingly, investment in Western Australia's mining and petroleum industries remains solid at $33 billion.
With a healthy pipeline of development activity, the exploration sector also saw continued investment, totalling
$2.57 billion. This expenditure reflects industry's appetite for greenfield and brownfield exploration, despite
inherent risks. Our government understands the challenges of exploration, and I would like to re-emphasise our
commitment to supporting the sector through initiatives such as the Exploration Incentive Scheme. In October,
I announced the 39 successful projects that will receive funding under round 32 of the EIS's Co-funded Exploration
Drilling Program. EIS-backed discoveries continue to unlock new opportunities across regional WA. That is why
our election commitment to boost it was so important.

We are also investing in state-of-the art technology, like the HyLogger-4 at the Geological Survey of Western
Australia's core library. This technology enables quick analysis of geology to help explorers more effectively target
resources and reduce costs. Data from the HyLogger-4 is freely accessible to exploration companies through the
National Virtual Core Library. The Cook Labor government fully supports and appreciates the massive
contributions the resources sector makes to Western Australia, and we will always continue to support it.

INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEER DAY
Brief ministerial statement

Ms Hannah Beazley (Victoria Park—Minister for Volunteering) (9:23 am): I am pleased to inform the house
that tomorrow, Friday 5 December, we will celebrate International Volunteer Day. The United Nations designates
this day to recognise the contributions of volunteers around the world. For Western Australia, it is an important
opportunity to extend our appreciation to our state's dedicated volunteers. For me, this day is a timely reminder
that volunteering is not just something extra that people do. It is what underpins Western Australia's community
spirit, making WA the strong, inclusive and caring place we are all so proud to call home. This year's theme,
"Every contribution matters", emphasises the power of collective action and acknowledges that every act of
volunteering contributes to a stronger, more connected and inclusive community.

This year's International Volunteer Day is particularly special as it is also the official launch of 2026 as the
International Year for Volunteers for Sustainable Development. This is a global initiative that highlights the crucial
role of volunteers in advancing sustainability.

The Cook Labor government acknowledges and appreciates the contribution of volunteers and volunteer-involving
organisations. This is demonstrated through initiatives such as the ongoing WA Volunteer Service Awards. Since
the awards commenced in 2012, over 4,000 individuals have been recognised for their incredible service to
Western Australian communities. I am very pleased to inform the house that this year 74 successful recipients
shared $70,000 of grant funding as part of the International Volunteer Day Grants Program. This funding supports
organisations to deliver a range of volunteer-recognition activities across regional and metropolitan Western
Australia. Events range from an Alice in Wonderland—themed morning tea at the Exmouth toy library, to a barbecue
and treasure hunt hosted by Girl Guides Western Australia in Belmont, an animal-themed quiz night hosted by
Kanyana Wildlife in Lesmurdie and a free, live music sundowner hosted by Investing in Our Youth in the
South West. This government is ensuring the selfless commitment of our volunteers is recognised and celebrated.
The variety of events reflects the rich diversity of Western Australia's volunteering sector and shows just how
many activities rely on volunteers in every one of our communities.
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I use this opportunity to acknowledge the incredible efforts of Tina Williams, CEO of Volunteering WA, and her
team for their tireless efforts to promote Western Australia's volunteering culture. I would like to extend my
deepest and sincerest thanks to our state's volunteers. The Cook government remains committed to supporting and
encouraging volunteering, and we recognise that Western Australia is more connected, more inclusive and safer
because of our volunteers.

SORRENTO PRIMARY SCHOOL—AIR CONDITIONING
Grievance

Mr Liam Staltari (Carine) (9:26 am): My grievance today is to the Minister for Education. I thank her for being
available in the chamber. The matter I am raising is one of great concern to an amazing and much-loved school in
my electorate, Sorrento Primary School. I raise it on behalf of the school's passionate parent community. Some of
the parents, including the chair of the school board, Mark, and the P&C president, Jesse, are in the gallery today.
I want to acknowledge and thank them for their time.

The grievance relates to longstanding issues with broken and inadequate air conditioning in the school's south
block. This issue has been raised with the government over many years, but, sadly, with no proper redress. The
minister will, of course, know that Sorrento Primary School is a longstanding public school in Sorrento on our
northern coast. It commenced in 1970, so it has now marked 55 years serving our local community. It is fair to say
that it is much more than a school. It really is a linchpin. It is very well regarded and respected in Sorrento. It has
now educated generations of Sorrento locals. Each year, its staff of outstanding teachers, led by an outstanding
principal, educate and nurture so many of the kids in our area.

I remember very well my first interaction with Sorrento Primary School. I was a few short weeks into being the
candidate for Carine when one of the parents reached out and shared the story of the school's south block. I was
immediately impressed by her passion and her persistence. It turns out that that same passion and persistence is
shared by the board, the P&C and the parent community, and I want to recognise that today.

I come to the issue itself. For years, the school's south block has had to operate with an outdated and inefficient
evaporative cooling system. In the summer months, which we are now in, it forces students to endure extreme
heat, with internal classroom temperatures often exceeding 30 degrees Celsius. The issue became so bad that some
years ago, the school began to record temperatures to demonstrate the issue. It was very concerning. It is an urgent
issue, and it has been an urgent issue for years. The school advocated fiercely to my predecessor, the former
member for Carine, and to the former Minister for Education and Training. I mean no disrespect when I say that
they received no firm commitment back, and we have not seen the fix that the school has asked for. They have had
to endure many hot summers since. Most disappointingly, when the government announced its Cool the Schools
initiative for aircon upgrades earlier this year, Sorrento missed out. The list included 45 schools—all very
deserving—but, sadly, Sorrento did not make the cut despite its effort, advocacy and clear need.

The practical consequence is that students in the south block are frequently at risk of being dehydrated or distracted
and unable to concentrate. That is especially the case for students with complex needs like autism. Of course, their
amazing teachers are made to endure those conditions and expected to run classes in those conditions as well.

This grievance follows my letter to the minister in September. I thank her for her response, and I acknowledge the
2019 investment in the other blocks that she noted. The response advises that a February 2025 departmental
inspection found that the aircon was "determined to be operating as designed". Respectfully, I have visited the
south block on hot days and it is not operating as designed. If it is as designed, I think we have broader concerns.
When you walk into that block of classrooms at Sorrento Primary School, the heat hits you immediately. I was
there viewing it for only a few minutes; I was not there for a school day, school week or school term in the hotter
months. I note the advice in the minister's reply that the Department of Housing and Works is now assessing the
site's power needs, and I welcome that. I really urge the minister that that work be progressed as soon as possible,
because there is a power upgrade requirement, and I think it has been known for some time. That is a critical piece
in solving this puzzle.

The letter I provided included testimonials from the school community, because they really say it better than
certainly I or any other member of Parliament could. They live with this every day; they see what the kids in the
south block and their teachers have to endure. I encourage the minister to please read the letters again—I am sure
she read them—and also the departmental leaders, because they are heartfelt, they are humble, and they are really
asking for a basic comfort that the south block students have been denied for too long. I was proud during the
election campaign to bring forward a commitment to upgrade the south block under an elected Liberal government.
Of course, my side did not win; that is how it goes, but I am certainly committed to fighting fiercely for that and
to working constructively with the government to get it upgraded, which is what the families in Sorrento are
seeking.

I will close by reflecting on what we all know. It has been a hot this week; it was a record hot start to summer. We
sit today in an air-conditioned chamber in Parliament. We are very fortunate to be able to do that, but the students
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in south block do not have that luxury, and when they come back in term 1 and it is still very hot, they again will
not have that luxury. They will be sitting in conditions that, frankly, none of us in this chamber would put up with.
I note that a few weeks ago the aircon in this chamber broke in the morning and it was fixed just like that. How on
earth can we as politicians demand that standard for ourselves but not provide it to our kids and their teachers,
especially in this most prosperous state in the nation with, of course, the royalty windfall that was announced this
week?

My respectful request to the minister is that we act. I urge the government to commit to an urgent power supply
upgrade for the south block and then to an air conditioning upgrade in the south block that will fix this issue once
and for all, because that is not much to ask for. I think we would all agree that basic air conditioning and comfort
is not much to ask for, or at least should not be, but the students, teachers and families of Sorrento, including those
looking on in the gallery, absolutely deserve it. I thank the minister for her time and look forward to her response.

Ms Sabine Winton (Wanneroo—Minister for Education) (9:32 am): I am really happy to take the member's
grievance today, and I appreciate the prior notice he provided. I also want to acknowledge the parents, staff and
students who have taken the time to raise their concerns about the air conditioning and power capacity at Sorrento
Primary School. The board chair, Mr Mark Wells, and the P&C have also raised concerns over an extended period
of time. | want to reassure them that I share their commitment to creating positive learning environments for our
students and teachers. When families and teachers tell me that their school environment is uncomfortable, I listen.

I appreciate this opportunity to outline the work that is already underway at Sorrento Primary School and the steps
we are taking on the issue that the member has raised. Since 2019, Western Australia has taken a consistent,
forward-looking approach to improving air conditioning in our schools. Thanks to the updated design requirements
introduced under our government, all new schools and major school refurbishments now include modern reverse-
cycle air conditioning as part of their build. I am very proud to be part of the government that has taken those steps.
That is, of course, why Sorrento Primary School received new reverse-cycle systems in 2019, following the
replacement of roofs and ceilings in the school's north and east blocks. That was a critically important first step;
however, I do appreciate that the south block still relies on evaporative cooling, and that is the basis of the concerns
that the member raised.

The Department of Education also undertakes routine inspections and maintenance of evaporative cooling systems,
twice a year, right across the public school network throughout the state. I am advised that the most recent
inspection of Sorrento occurred in late September 2025. The system in the south block was assessed and the advice
to me is that the units are in fair condition and operational. I acknowledge, though, that that does not invalidate the
concerns raised by the school and the community in terms of optimum performance in learning environments. We
know that an evaporative system performing as designed may still not offer the same comfort or efficiency of
reverse-cycle systems, especially on warm days and in summer. I absolutely understand that distinction, and that
is why we have already taken proactive steps.

I am advised that the Department of Education has been working with the Department of Housing and Works on
this matter. As a precursor to any upgrade, they are doing a thorough assessment of the site's power capacity, which
I understand is due by the end of this term. This is the critical groundwork necessary before any upgrade to a
modern air-conditioning system can occur. We must, of course, ensure that the power infrastructure can safely and
reliably support upgrades. That assessment will give the department a detailed understanding of the electrical
upgrades required to enable the replacement of evaporative units with reverse-cycle systems. That will ensure that
the project can be considered as part of future capital works programming.

I want to be very clear with the school community: I am aware of your request. The planning work is already
underway and it will be considered properly. I will also add that Sorrento Primary School is one of many, many
schools raising similar issues around the ineffectiveness of evaporative air conditioners. I also want to highlight
the government's commitment to the significant statewide rollout of our Cool the Schools program. As part of our
election commitments, we committed some $89.1 million for those important air conditioning upgrades right
around Western Australia, with the first upgrades rolling out at the start of the school year next year. It is a
significant investment and one that recognises some of the issues at Sorrento Primary School that the member
highlighted, and it will improve comfort and learning conditions in classrooms right across our state.

It is a priority for me to deliver to those 45 schools the upgrades we committed to, but given the sheer number of
evaporative systems still operating across all our government schools, including Sorrento Primary School,
replacing them all will take a sustained effort; it is not a quick fix. It requires coordinated planning, the electrical
upgrades [ mentioned earlier, tendering, installation, and careful phasing to minimise disruption to students. But I
can reassure the member that the government is clear when it comes to our election commitment to ensure that we
provide good learning environments for our students. It is a priority of our government, and Sorrento Primary
School will be properly considered as part of that ongoing work.

I again thank the member for his advocacy, and I particularly want to thank the school community, the school
board and the P&C at Sorrento for being such strong and fierce advocates for their students. I do hope that this
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response reassures you that the concerns you have raised are being taken seriously and are real; they are concerns
that have also been raised by a number of schools throughout our state. We are taking practical steps to ensure that
we can support more schools to achieve the goal that we want for all schools throughout the state—a comfortable,
modern and supported learning environment for every child in this state. Thank you.

The Speaker: Thank you, minister. Before I give the call to the member for Kimberley: members, there are a
number of side conversations going on within the chamber at the moment, and the level of noise is increasing and
making it difficult to hear. If you want to have a conversation, please do it outside.

HALLS CREEK'S FOOTBALL OVAL
Grievance

Ms Divina D'Anna (Kimberley—Parliamentary Secretary) (9:39 am): I rise today to speak on a grievance that
goes to the heart of community life in the Kimberley—the unfinished and unusable state of Halls Creek's football
oval. I thank the Minister for Sport and Recreation for taking my grievance. This is not just a matter of turf and
goalposts; it is an issue that touches on community wellbeing, youth engagement, local pride and future
opportunities available to the people of Halls Creek.

For two consecutive football seasons, the town has been left without a functioning oval, and the impact is deeply
felt. Sport is one of the great community connectors across our state, but in regional Western Australia, and
especially in places like the Kimberley, its value cannot be overstated. In communities where distance is vast and
services are limited, sport fills a vital gap. It provides structure, motivation and purpose. It keeps young people
engaged and safe, and it strengthens the ties between families, generations and towns. Sport teaches our kids
resilience, teamwork, commitment and confidence. It builds leadership and creates positive role models, but, most
importantly, it creates belonging, a sense of identity and community pride. This is why football holds such a special
place in Halls Creek. It is more than just a pastime; it is the beating heart of that community. It is central to the
South East Kimberley Football League, which brings together proud teams from across the region: the Halls Creek
Hawks, the Yardgee Dockers, Yiyili Power, Kurrungku Roos, Wirrimanu Tigers, Mulan Saints and the Kundat
Jaru Cats. These clubs are more than teams; they represent communities, families and cultural identity, and each
carries its own story, colours and, of course, pride.

When a young person pulls on a jumper, they are not just joining a team but stepping onto a pathway that runs
from junior football to senior competition, and, for a remarkable number of people from this tiny town, all the way
to elite-level AFL and AFLW careers. Halls Creek has produced some extraordinary athletes. Players like Sam
Petrevski-Seton, Jy Farrar, Shane McAdam, Ash Johnson and Krystel Petrevski have shown the entire nation what
Kimberley talent looks like when given the opportunity to thrive. Their achievements are a source of enormous
pride, for not just Halls Creek, but the whole region. It is no surprise some have even called Halls Creek a football
factory, where scouts from across the nation come to see potential talents.

These success stories really demonstrate that when you invest in regional communities and give young people
good facilities, coaching and opportunities, they rise, push boundaries and show what is possible. The Halls Creek
oval has always been central to that story. It has never been just a playing field; it is a meeting place and a gathering
space where families come together, kids run freely, grandparents cheer from the sidelines and the whole
community comes alive under the dry season sun. It is where big games, celebrations, carnivals and cultural events
bring the town together. It is where the entire South East Kimberley Football League look forward to meeting in
friendly rivalry and shared pride. That is why it has been so devastating to see the oval remain unusable and
unfinished for two footy seasons. For two years, the Hawks and other teams have had no home ground, no
dedicated place to train and no way to maintain the thythm and momentum that keeps a team strong. For two years,
a central part of community life has been taken away.

The passion of players and supporters is always something that is talked about in Halls Creek. The spirit of Halls
Creek is get down, knock down and get back up stronger; fight hard, stay proud and stay together. Even the
strongest team and the strongest community cannot thrive without the basic facilities it needs. Our government
understands the importance of investing in regional sport, and we have shown this commitment across the
Kimberley. Ovals in Looma, Warmun and Fitzroy Crossing have all received upgrades to support their
communities. Funding has been delivered for Halls Creek as well. In 2023, the government provided over $595,000
towards the oval upgrade project, along with the additional Club Night Lights Program to upgrade lighting. These
investments were made because we understand how important the oval is to the town and how central it is to youth
engagement, safety, community connection and future opportunity.

Despite this funding, the works have stalled. These upgrades are incomplete, and the oval remains unusable. That
is extremely disheartening for local football families and the entire Halls Creek community. It is also deeply felt
across the wider South East Kimberley Football League in which every club knows what it means to travel great
distances just to play the game they love, and every community values the chance to come together on safe, well-
maintained grounds. Every season that passes without a home ground is an opportunity lost. A season without
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local games and home crowds was a chance for young kids to see their heroes play on their own country and a
season without the pride that comes from defending home turf.

This grievance is not about pointing fingers but recognising urgency. The oval is not a luxury but an essential
community facility and a pathway for young people. It is a foundation for wellbeing, safety and identity. After two
lost seasons, the community deserves answers and a plan. Finishing the Halls Creek oval must be treated as a
priority—not a priority of next year or the year after but now. I asked the minister whether there is a way the state
can work more closely with the Shire of Halls Creek to get this project back on track, whether through additional
support, clearer coordination or a refreshed project plan so the oval can be completed before the 2026 football
season. At the end of the day, this is not just about sport; it is about giving people positive environments and
healthy pathways and supporting a community that gives so much and asks for so little. We must continue to
recognise the importance of regional communities and ensure that projects that we see as priorities are seen through
to the end. The Halls Creek oval is more than just a field. It is a foundation of community identity, pride, strength
and opportunity. The people of Halls Creek deserve to see it finished. They deserve a football season and a home
ground again. They deserve to know that their government stands with them.

I thank the minister for taking this grievance.

Ms Rita Saffioti (West Swan—Minister for Sport and Recreation) (9:45 am): I thank the member for
Kimberley for that grievance. As we all know, sport is an integral part of the community, particularly regional
communities like Halls Creek, where distance means people do not have choices in where they can play.

We know the incredible football talent that has been produced from the Kimberley. I was at the Dhara Kerr Awards
night, when Krystel Petrovski was awarded the Dhara Kerr Medal, a huge achievement for the Subiaco footy
player, a past West Coast and Melbourne player. She is an incredible product of the Kimberley and is now working
for the West Australian Football Commission in Kununurra. Again, the Kimberley is an incredible nursery of
incredible football talent. I am very keen to see how we can support players in the community.

The member for Kimberley has been dealing with this issue for a while. I am very happy that we have been working
on it very productively. To put it simply, the key is how we can get this oval finished and get it into a condition
that allows the community to access this oval and play on it once again. As the member outlined, the Shire of Halls
Creek received a Community Sporting and Recreation Facilities Fund grant of $600,000 a number of years back
to upgrade that turf and irrigation. A lot of work has been underway trying to deliver that project, but,
unfortunately, that project has not been delivered and the oval has not yet got its turf. We know that each season
the oval does not have turf means a whole group of people do not get to play. That is a very negative outcome,
particularly, as I said, in communities in which there are no alternative choices nearby. We appreciate the unique
challenges of places like the Kimberley. As the member outlined, the community was very disappointed, and the
Halls Creek Hawks are facing the possibility of a third season without the oval, a prospect the entire Halls Creek
community faces.

I am very pleased to announce, as a result of the member's strong advocacy, continued lobbying and work with us,
that we will work to ensure that the oval is up and running for the next footy season. We will be providing
additional funding to the Shire of Halls Creek. As I have outlined to both the member for Kimberley and the
member for Roe, some of these projects have received funding, but then things happen and they fall short, and
projects basically do not progress. [ am very invested in making sure we can finish those projects and make sure
that we allocate funding to finish those half-done projects, or projects that have not been completed. That is why,
for example, we accommodated some works in Esperance. This is another example of how I would rather prioritise
the projects we started and finish them.

We have been working on a solution, and our funding will allow roll-on turf to complete the project in early 2026.
Additional money, all up, $1 million, will be committed to the Halls Creek project and that will facilitate the roll-
on turfto make sure the oval is ready. There are other options, but that again would not have facilitated that project
being ready for next season. The member for Kimberley has been at us constantly on this and we are very, very
pleased that we are being able to return sport to the oval for next year.

As we all know, sport in communities is, first of all, a great thing to do both mentally and physically. It also brings
communities together. In Halls Creek, which has not had an oval for two years, this will allow us to get on and
deliver that project. It is a lot of money, but it is money well spent to make sure there is a quality oval to be played
on as soon as possible. There are some financial transactions that need to occur in relation to how we fund this,
but it is going to be more than $1 million of commitments from the state government to get this project done.

HIGH PATHOGENICITY AVIAN INFLUENZA
Grievance

Mr Hugh Jones (Darling Range) (9:51 am): My grievance today is to the Minister for Local Government,
representing the Minister for Agriculture and Food, and I thank the minister for taking my grievance regarding
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high pathogenicity avian influenza (HPAIV). This is of particular interest to my electorate of Darling Range, which
has a proud and significant poultry farming history.

In September last year, the Minister for Agriculture and Food, Hon Jackie Jarvis MLC, came down to my electorate
and visited The Natural Circle, where she saw firsthand how their pasture-raised eggs are collected, sorted and
packaged. The chickens are free to wander around the paddock, able to behave naturally and they are protected
from foxes by the guardian Maremma sheepdogs.

Until I visited The Natural Circle, I had not realised that chickens being able to walk around means that they
expend more energy, so eat more food, and therefore increase production cost. It is pretty obvious, really. But the
end result is eggs that are tasty, fresh and only travel a couple of kilometres to the point of sale. I would like to
acknowledge The Natural Circle owned by Alyssa Miller-McWha and her husband Michael who are on a
regenerative farming journey in Jarrahdale. They supply produce that is fresh, farm-direct and spray-free. In
addition to pasture-raised eggs, they also produce extra virgin olive oil, honey and seasonal vegetables. Alyssa
posted a video where she very passionately talks about the animal welfare and her chickens. I always look forward
to seeing them at the SJ Farmers' Market.

Until recently, Mundijong boasted one of the largest poultry clubs in the state with around 120 members. Many of
the committee members on the WA Poultry Association hail from Darling Range, including President Reece
Jerrett, who recently won four best of breed and two champion bird ribbons at the Perth Royal Show. As 1
understand it, there were more than 150 poultry exhibitors at the show, and I would like to congratulate them all
on their efforts this year. There are at least 20 large-scale exhibition poultry breeders in the Shire of Serpentine
Jarrahdale. More broadly, Australia has some of the oldest and purest lines in the world of several heritage breeds,
including the Yokohama and Sultan. While I have a number of wonderful local governments in my electorate, the
Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale is of particular importance to the agricultural sector. According to the shire's recent
economic development strategy, the existing agricultural sector is a significant contributor to the local economy,
with the total value of agriculture output in the shire being $31 million for the 2023 period.

According to the Peel Development Commission, agriculture accounts for the third-largest number of jobs in
Serpentine—Jarrahdale after construction and education. The shire's agriculture industry not only supports local
employment but also contributes substantially to the region's economic stability. The area's commitment to
agriculture is further enhanced by the presence of equine activities and integration of rural land use and
conservation efforts.

I would also like to take the opportunity to acknowledge the shire's recent announcement of the establishment of
what is believed to be Western Australia's first Food Security and Peri-Urban Agriculture Advisory Group. It has
several members and is chaired by Alyssa Miller-McWha and the deputy chair is Emily Finch. They have Gary
Richards of The Seed Freaks, and a whole number of other people with interests, including Paul Jones, the principal
of Byford Secondary College, who will be here later today for lunch.

The shire is the fastest growing local government area in Western Australia where a strong agricultural heritage
and rapid growth present unique opportunities to plan for a resilient and sustainable future. Unfortunately, local
poultry farmers, many of which are in my electorate, are at potential risk of HPAIV. Many other parts of Australia
are still recovering from one of the worst outbreaks of bird flu. Approximately 7% of Australia's laying hens were
lost to bird flu last year, with approximately two million chickens lost across 16 farms in Victoria, New South
Wales and Australian Capital Territory. This, unfortunately, resulted in egg shortages across the country and record
high prices. Prices have risen as much as 30% over the past six months due to supply chain disruptions.

A virulent mutation of avian flu has caused the deaths of millions of wild birds worldwide since 2020 and
decimated poultry industries across all continents except for Australia. It became the dominant strain in Asia,
Africa, Europe and Middle East by the end of 2021. Costs associated with the ongoing HSN1 outbreak were more
than $1.4 billion by late 2024 in the United States, according to the American Veterinary Medical Association.
HPAI can be particularly difficult for farmers to detect early as the first sign of flock exposure is sudden
unexplained death, while the mortality rate among infected chickens is nearly 100% within less than 48 hours.
Mammals are also, unfortunately, at risk, with HPAI affecting 50 species of mammals, including sheep, cats and
dogs. Colonies of sea lions and elephant seals have been gravely impacted, and there was an unconfirmed report
recently of H5 avian flu being detected at Heard Island, which is 4,000 kilometres southwest of Perth.

With a great migration of birds expected to flock to Australia, experts have been sounding a warning of the
heightened risk of H5 bird flu. As a local member with a significant agricultural sector, [ am concerned about the
impact of HPAI and the effect it will have on the state and my electorate. We are a hub for rare and heritage breeds
of poultry, and these ancient genetics are being safeguarded right here. Some breeders have been caring for these
breeds for more than 50 years. Once we lose those genetics, they are gone forever.

The Australian poultry industry is estimated to be worth $4.2 billion, having grown at an average of 3.6% in real
terms over the past 20 years. There are currently 28 commercial growers in WA with 12 meat farms in the Shire
of Serpentine—Jarrahdale, as well as two egg farms.
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Noting that the federal government recently announced that they would be delivering $100 million to fight avian
influenza and noting the potentially devastating impact that an outbreak of HS would have on Western Australia,
and particularly to poultry farms and breeders in Darling Range, I ask the minister what the state government is
doing to prepare for any potential outbreak.

Ms Hannah Beazley (Victoria Park—Minister for Local Government) (9:57 am): I thank the member for
Darling Range for the grievance and for his advocacy for primary producers, in particular, chicken meat and egg
producers, as well as concerned community members in his electorate, and rightly so. I want to be clear: our
government takes biosecurity incredibly seriously and protecting WA farmers and producers not only safeguards
their financial viability but also protects multimillion-dollar export markets.

Our government is investing significantly in biosecurity to ensure we are well placed to respond to increasing pest
and disease threats and to safeguard our state's valuable agricultural export industry. I understand and appreciate
the member's concerns for the chicken industries, both meat and eggs, in his electorate and I acknowledge the
significance they play in generating both local produce and local employment. Only a few months ago, on
11 September, the Minister for Agriculture and Food, Hon Jackie Jarvis, informed the Legislative Council that
Western Australia is now a signatory to the National Management Agreement—HS HPAI in Wildlife. This
agreement is an important step forward in establishing national arrangements for a coordinated response to an
incursion of H5 high pathogenicity avian influenza in wildlife where eradication or containment of the disease is
not possible. This agreement was developed in response to the global spread of H5S HPAI and the increasing risk
of an incursion in Australia.

Since 2020, a strain of HS high pathogenicity avian influenza has been circulating globally, causing significant
deaths in poultry and wild birds and, as the member for Darling Range highlighted, this strain has affected a large
number of wild and domesticated mammal species, as well as some cases of disease in people. This virus has now
been detected on all continents except Australia.

The natural migration patterns of wild birds mean that it will not be possible to stop this virus from entering
Australia as it circulates between wild birds. It will also not be possible to eradicate or contain an outbreak in
wildlife. Being a signatory to this agreement reflects the Cook government's commitment to strengthening the
state's response capability to managing the impacts of a potential outbreak in wildlife in Western Australia and the
subsequent impact on the WA poultry industry. As a signatory, WA will benefit from the national biosecurity
framework to manage HS5 HPAI in wildlife in an effective and coordinated way through a clear governance
framework and national funding arrangements. Western Australia has received an initial $2 million in funding
from the federal government to enhance its capability to prepare for and respond to a potential incursion of HS
HPALI This funding has been matched by the Cook government and is being used to support a range of activities
to further enhance our capacity to prepare for, respond to and recover from an avian influenza outbreak.

I assure poultry producers in the Darling Range electorate and across the state that the Department of Primary
Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) is using this funding to deliver a range of preparedness activities,
including workshops with poultry producers to support their biosecurity planning, the purchase of personal
protective and sampling equipment and the development of a range of communications and advertising materials.
Workshops were held for pastoral poultry producers in September in Mount Barker and Pinjarra, with further
sessions planned for other areas. Further activities are being undertaken with the producers who attended. Private
vet workshops were hosted by DPIRD in November. DPIRD is working with industry to acquire specialist
equipment to support the depopulation of infected commercial flocks if necessary. This will maintain high animal
welfare outcomes.

Federal, state and local governments, the poultry industry and wildlife stakeholders have been working together
to prepare for and reduce the likely impact of H5 avian influenza if it arrives in Australia. Plans developed include
the implementation of pre-agreed response strategies and funding agreements to support the poultry industry to
ensure the continuing supply of safe chicken, meat and eggs to the Australian public. DPIRD has already
established a Western Australian Biosecurity Senior Officers Group HPAI working group to coordinate HPAI
issues at the state level. The working group includes representation from the Department of Health, the Department
of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation, the
Department of Local Government, Industry Regulation and Safety and the Western Australian Local Government
Association. The working group's scope of activities includes determining the roles and responsibilities of each
member agency or organisation in preparing for and responding to an H5 Al outbreak, ensuring consistent and
comprehensive information for stakeholders and identifying threatened species to inform preparedness and
response planning and actions. It will also review the draft national response cost-sharing agreement, which is
intended to enable a seamless response to an H5 Al outbreak in Australian wildlife.

DPIRD continues to lead interagency work on HPAI preparedness to facilitate a whole-of-government approach
to an outbreak in WA. The One Health approach focuses on working across sectors to mitigate the impacts of an
outbreak on human health, animal health and the environment. I understand that between 2024-25 and 2027-28,
DPIRD will spend an additional $62.6 million on biosecurity incident and emergency management response
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activities. The 2024-25 state budget contains an investment of $26.2 million to further bolster biosecurity to
protect our valuable primary industries and natural environment from pests and disease threats. This includes
$16.4 million to support emergency pest and disease responses and $3 million to protect our environment and
farming communities from the threat of invasive feral animals.

The member highlighted the great work of the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale and I cannot overstate the importance
of all levels of government, including local governments and local community members, in working together to
respond to biosecurity threats and outbreaks. Biosecurity is a shared responsibility. Our government continues to
support strict measures to maintain the state's enviable biosecurity status, which allows us to export produce to
destinations that others cannot.

FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE—WARREN-BLACKWOOD
Grievance

Mr Bevan Eatts (Warren—Blackwood) (10:04 am): My grievance, or rather my plea, is to the Minister for Child
Protection; Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence. Before I start, I want to acknowledge some people in
the public gallery who are deeply invested in this issue and have travelled a considerable distance to be here. I
really appreciate the support of Jules and Dee from Gulyara Aboriginal Corporation and Dave and Peter from the
Western Australian Police Union.

I thank the minister for taking this grievance. There is no domestic and family violence refuge anywhere in
Warren—Blackwood. There are none in Manjimup, Bridgetown, Boyup Brook, Augusta, Margaret River or
Denmark. This is not just a policy gap; it is a real-world safety failure, one that puts women and children at risk
every single day. It is also a failure of leadership and promise keeping. For the women and children of Warren—
Blackwood, it is a failure of protection.

I want to be absolutely clear: the absence of a local refuge is putting lives on the line. One young mother in my
electorate—I will call her Eve—Ilived through a level of brutality that most of us cannot imagine. The violence
was not a bad night or an argument, but calculated terror. She was strangled in front of her baby, dragged from her
car, hit over the head with a shovel and kicked while lying on the bitumen as her children screamed. This was not
in Perth or some far-off town; rather, it was in Manjimup, in the heart of Warren—Blackwood. Eve did everything
we tell victims to do. She got a restraining order. He breached it again and again. She told people she felt like a
sitting duck in her own home, lying awake at night, listening for footsteps, praying that the next knock on the door
was not the last thing she would ever hear. Because there is no refuge in our region, Eve was forced into a choice
that no mother should ever face—run or die. She packed clothes, formula, nappies—whatever she could grab. She
said goodbye to her dogs, knowing she might not see them again, and drove, without having a driver's licence,
herself and her three children almost two hours because staying in Manjimup meant not surviving.

Eve said something that has stayed with me ever since:

I was so scared to leave and drive to another town. I worry so much about women who do not have cars,
who can't get away.

That is the reality in Warren—Blackwood. It is the cost of government inaction. Minister, I sit in this chamber and
listen to you speak with great conviction, often at length, about how much you have done, how committed the
government is and how it has invested so much, but none of this has helped Eve. I cannot help but sit here and
think that the Labor government has turned its back on Eve and on the women and children of Warren—Blackwood
because for all the talk and self-congratulation, not a cent of that investment has delivered a single refuge in my
electorate—not one local crisis bed. What good are words when they do not reach the people who need them?
Every time I raise this issue, the government reaches for a political distraction and points to decisions made in
Perth years ago by former the Lord Mayor as though that somehow explains its excuses and what is happening on
its watch right now. That is irrelevant, a deflection and, frankly, pitiful.

Everyone in this chamber knows that it is not my style to raise the issue of trauma to score points; I raise it because
the people I represent are in danger and they are being ignored. Members of our community asked Labor to make
an election promise fund to fund a local refuge. The answer was no. Violence does not pick post codes, and neither
should safety. There is still no refuge, emergency accommodation and local crisis response based in my electorate.
There is nothing in the current budget to change that. Meanwhile, the refuge in Bunbury turned away 817 women
and children last year due to capacity. How many came from Warren—Blackwood? How many are now back in the
homes they fled because they had nowhere else to go? Just this year, the refuge in Busselton turned away
286 unassisted inquiries between January and June. Of those, 29% were women with three or more children.

While services collapse under pressure, our police are left to pick up the pieces. The police union supports our
call. They say the current system strains officers, delays response times and undermines community safety. We
have received a formal letter of support. I seek leave to table this letter.

(The paper was tabled for the information of members.)
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Mr Bevan Eatts: This is not just a safety issue; it is also a resourcing issue, particularly for our police. When there
is no local refuge, police are the ones who step in. When police in Warren—Blackwood respond to domestic
violence incidents and must transport victims two hours away to the nearest available refuge, it creates a ripple
effect of challenges. Officers are removed from local patrol duties for extended periods, leaving communities with
reduced coverage. These extended call-outs often involve emotionally charged, high-stress situations. Officers
must manage the immediate safety concerns, provide trauma-informed support and drive long distances,
contributing to burnout and fatigue.

Minister, this is not just about infrastructure; it is about people and dignity. It is about life and death. Women in
Warren—Blackwood should not have to flee 200 kilometres to find shelter. Children should not have to sleep in
cars because their mums are doing everything they can to stay alive. Police officers should not be left to carry the
weight of a broken system. Today, I am calling on the government to act—not eventually, not under consideration
but now. This is more than a grievance; it is a plea to help the women and children of Warren—Blackwood to stay
alive. I am pleading with the Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence and the Premier to act
now. Do not turn away. Stand with us and deliver what is needed.

Mrs Jessica Stojkovski (Kingsley—Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence) (10:11 am): I
thank the member for raising the issue of family and domestic violence in his Warren—Blackwood region with me
today. As members are aware, this year's 16 Days in WA campaign is focusing on men and boys playing their part
in ending family and domestic violence. I commend the member for Warren—Blackwood for advocating on this
issue on behalf of this part of his community. I encourage him to continue doing so. In a previous debate, the
member said that he felt awkward doing so. I do not think that he should, because he does it with dignity. I also
want to acknowledge his constituent Eve for her bravery and courage in sharing her story with him and allowing
the member to share it with us. As the Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence, I acknowledge
that Western Australia has some way to go in ending this scourge in our society. One child or woman who suffers
family and domestic violence is one too many.

As I have mentioned in the past, our government has invested a record $708 million in new funding to raise
awareness, support victims and hold perpetrators to account. This includes a new record $110 million funding
package announced by the Premier on Monday. The package includes $14.8 million to expand access to crisis
accommodation for victim-survivors. Since we came into government in 2017, we have increased refuge capacity
to 91 units. But as members would be aware, we are a very large state, so delivering these units across our state is
achallenge. With the latest announcement, we have taken the number of refuge units in the pipeline to an additional
102. This means that we have now increased the refuge capacity in this state by 41% over the last eight years—
with the current 102-units building program being the biggest that Western Australia has ever seen—to provide
crisis, transitional and step-down options for women and children fleeing violence. This morning, I was joined by
the Minister for Police to detail the $34.9 million package to expand family and domestic violence response teams
and enable metropolitan teams to operate seven days a week, in line with regional teams, to allow for additional
staff. Regional response teams have been operating seven days a week for most of this year. They started early
this year and this announcement means that metro teams will now join them seven days a week.

We also have $45.8 million to strengthen our system-wide response to family and domestic violence, which
includes our Safe at Home program, coercive control training for first responders and a behaviour change program
for FDV perpetrators. Another $14.4 million is going towards continuing priority initiatives supporting FDV
victims, including counselling and therapeutic services. Tailored and culturally appropriate services and prevention
efforts are needed for regional communities. We have delivered the state's first five FDV one-stop hubs, one being
in Broome and another in Kalgoorlie, while our family and domestic violence response teams operate seven days
a week across the regional WA network. Almost half of the 45 refuges and safe houses we fund are in the regions,
and we have committed to increasing their capacity. However, I know that there is always more to do right across
our very vast state.

In Warren—Blackwood, the new $110 million FDV package includes funding for the South West's Coordinated
Response Service, which works with the Western Australia Police Force and the Department of Communities to
assist people impacted by family and domestic violence. Women and children impacted by FDV in the Warren—
Blackwood region can also access the Coordinated Response Service, refuge outreach teams and the Safe at Home
program, which provides emergency accommodation, safety planning and connections to local services.
Additional supports also reach into the region, with outreach and safety services extending from Bunbury,
Busselton, Albany and Katanning. The $109.9 million package also extends the operations of a number of South
West programs including the South West's Men's Behaviour Change program; flexible support package funding
for the Bunbury and Busselton refuges; DV Assist, which provides telephone-based counselling and support; and
funding for counselling and advocacy services, which includes the Waratah support service. The state government
also funds the following existing South West services: the Harbour refuge, including community outreach services;
the Tuart House refuge, including community outreach services from Busselton; the Safe at Home program, which
is operated by Harbour; the Waratah domestic violence counselling services for children and adults; and the South
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West's Men's Behaviour Change program. We also have the family and domestic violence response team in
Bunbury.

The Department of Communities and WA police will always do what is required to keep women and children safe
in the member's electorate. The Cook government will continue to investigate ways to improve responses to FDV
in the Warren-Blackwood community. I want to thank the member for raising this with me and bringing the
concerns of the community and their safety to my attention. I welcome the invitation to meet with local
organisations in the member's electorate that work hard to prevent and respond to FDV in his community. I can
assure the member and all Western Australians that we are committed to protecting women and children, stopping
violence before it starts and holding perpetrators to account. I want to reiterate that I welcome the member bringing
this to me and commend him for playing his part during these 16 days, because men need to walk alongside us if
we are ever going to stop family and domestic violence.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND JUSTICE STANDING COMMITTEE
Tabling

Mr Peter Rundle (Roe) (10:17 am): I present for tabling the 2nd report of the Community Development and
Justice Standing Committee, which is titled Ride Safe: Inquiry into the safety, regulation and penalties associated
with the use of electric powered mobility devices.

(See paper 787.)

Mr Peter Rundle: This is the first inquiry report tabled by the Community Development and Justice Standing
Committee in the 42nd Parliament. The Legislative Assembly referred the inquiry into the safety, regulation and
penalties associated with the use of electric powered personal mobility devices—e-rideables—to the committee
on 18 June 2025. E-rideables include e-scooters, e-skateboards, hoverboards, e-skates and e-unicycles, but not e-
bikes. When referring to both e-rideables and e-bikes in this report, the term electric mobility device (EMD) is
used. In Western Australia, e-scooters have been the cause of most concern regarding EMDs. This is in contrast
to other states such as Queensland and New South Wales, where e-bike regulation and safety is currently the main
focus due to an escalating use of noncompliant e-bikes.

Like WA, those states have also launched parliamentary inquiries into the use of electric mobility devices (EMD).
The referral of this inquiry followed the tragic death of Thanh Phan, who was hit by an e-scooter in the Perth CBD
in May 2025, which is believed to be the first death of a pedestrian from an e-scooter accident in WA. In addition
to Mr Phan, there have been 12 rider fatalities since 2022. Tragically, some of these were children.

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge all those who have lost their lives as a result of e-scooter or
e-bike incidents. As we have come to understand through this inquiry, sadly, these deaths were preventable. We
were privileged to hear from Brooke Lane, who lost her brother, Leigh Tagell, in February 2025 following an
accident riding an e-scooter he had received and modified that day. I also acknowledge that many more have been
injured, some very seriously, due to e-scooter incidents. The WA health system is dealing with an increasing
number of injuries resulting from e-scooter use, with reports of daily presentations to hospital emergency
departments around the state. It is difficult to quantify exactly how many injuries are being sustained through e-
scooter and e-bike incidents. Limitations in data collection and reporting, including the likelihood of significant
under-reporting, make exact assessments difficult. Nonetheless, anecdotal reports from medical professionals and
others are unanimous in suggesting that injuries and fatalities are increasing in number.

Although electric-powered vehicles are not new a technology, the use of EMDs has increased in popularity over
the past decade. This includes the emergence of shared schemes that hire out e-scooters and e-bikes. The sudden
advent of this new form of transport has posed regulatory challenges for governments. EMDs are, effectively, a
new type of vehicle with characteristics somewhere between traditional bicycles, motorcycles and larger motor
vehicles. As such, they require appropriate infrastructure, road rules and vehicle standards designed to mitigate
risk and promote the safety of riders and other road and path users. The provision of adequate infrastructure is
challenging, particularly in a car-centric city such as Perth. Allowing e-rideables to travel with larger motor
vehicles on roads presents a high risk due to the speed differential between users. On the other hand, many paths
in Perth are not designed to safely separate fast- and slow-moving users, and the use of footpaths by e-rideables
creates conflict with pedestrians. Footpaths are not designed for motorised devices, particularly those travelling at
higher speeds. Pedestrians report feeling unsafe using paths due to experiencing or witnessing collisions and near
misses. This is exacerbated if EMDs are travelling faster than the 25 kilometre-an-hour speed limit, or the 10-
kilometre-an-hour limit for footpaths.

The use of noncompliant EMDs, which can exceed 25 kilometres an hour, is an emerging issue both in WA and
elsewhere. In WA, it is a particular issue in relation to e-scooters, although we are increasingly seeing
noncompliant e-bikes as well. Across Australia in recent weeks, fatalities resulting from the use of e-bikes, some
of which are noncompliant with current regulations, have been reported on in the media. For example, a recent 60
Minutes episode reported the lack of e-bike regulation in Australia and fatalities occurring as a result. It highlighted
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a widespread lack of awareness within the community about the rules for e-bike use and the increased risk of injury
or fatality when riding an e-bike that does not comply with legal definitions. It is apparent that many Australians
are not aware of the rules governing the use of e-bikes and e-scooters, particularly parents who have purchased
them for children who are not of legal age to ride them. The Australian public are accustomed to purchasing and
using motor vehicles that are heavily regulated at national and state levels in terms of vehicle design, with
mandated information and product standards. The ready availability of EMDs, which are not yet regulated to this
extent, has meant that people are buying these with an assumption that they are safe and compliant with standards.
Many are unaware of the possibility that the product being purchased might be noncompliant and therefore unsafe
for use in the current environment. Others modify them post-purchase without thinking about how that might
increase the risk of serious injury or death. There are concerns regarding the use of EMDs by children and young
people, who appear to be over-represented in fatalities resulting from falls, crashes and collisions.

There is an urgent need for more effective public education about the safe use of EMDs, and the committee makes
a range of recommendations about this. The regulatory regime is a work in progress, with responsibilities sitting
across federal, state and local government. The lack of an overarching regulatory framework at the national level
and variations in state regulation were raised during the inquiry. The committee welcomes the initiative led by the
WA state government, assisted by the National Transport Commission, in developing such a framework for all
EMDs, including e-bikes and e-scooters.

In my view, and as found by the committee, reform at the national level is critical and should be progressed as a
priority, not only by states and territories but also by the federal government. Areas for Commonwealth-led reform
include more effective controls on importation, as well as the implementation of vehicle product and information
standards to guide manufacture and import. The importation of substandard EMDs, particularly e-scooters, comes
with an increased risk of fires associated with substandard lithium ion batteries. Standards regulating the quality
of both devices and batteries must be enforced at import and point of sale.

In WA, the committee recommends that the state government review the classification and regulation of e-
rideables and e-bikes, with a view to bringing regulation in line with emerging best practices and technological
innovation, which some argue will continue to outpace government efforts to regulate. At the same time, a review
of rules, offences and penalties should be undertaken, in line with the recommendations in this report to establish
standards and point-of-sale obligations for retailers.

I would like to thank my fellow committee members for their diligent work and collegiate approach to this
important inquiry: Mr Dan Bull, member for Maylands; Mrs Lisa Munday, member for Dawesville; Mr Frank
Paolino, member for Mount Lawley; and Mr Liam Staltari, member for Carine. I recognise the work of the
committee secretariat, Ms Vanessa Beckingham, principal research officer; and Ms Lisa Peterson, research officer,
also in the gallery at the moment. I also acknowledge research officer, Ms Sylvia Wolf, who assisted the secretariat
part-time from August 2025. The committee received further research assistance on a casual basis from several
other Legislative Assembly committee office staff: Mr Jamie Bourne, Mrs Maddison Evans and Dr Sarah Palmer.
Finally, I would like to thank those who made submissions and gave oral evidence to the inquiry, as well as the
departmental and ministerial staff who made themselves available to the committee to answer questions and
provide information as requested.

In total, the committee received just under 300 submissions to the inquiry, demonstrating the relevance and
timeliness of our investigations. The committee has undertaken this inquiry in a bipartisan manner with a genuine
desire to improve the regulatory framework governing the use of e-rideables in WA and to better educate the public
about the risks associated with their use. Our hope is that this inquiry and the recommendations in this report will
contribute to the body of work being done around Australia and in WA to establish a regulatory framework that
will ensure the safety of riders and other road and path users.

In conclusion, I thank everyone involved in the inquiry. It was a pretty herculean task. Our research officers,
Vanessa, Lisa and Sylvia, in particular, did a massive amount of work. The police minister across there referred
the report to us, and even with the extension of time, it was a very challenging effort to get everything in place for
this reporting date. I particularly thank our committee executive staff and, certainly, the members of our committee,
who all worked together in a bipartisan way. I think it was important that we left politics behind with something
like this that is really important to all members of the Western Australian public who use that form of transport. I
remember that it was not that long ago that the Minister for Transport, Minister Saffioti, and the Minister for
Racing and Gaming, Minister Papalia, were riding around the car park on scooters. That was probably around
2019 or 2020, when e-scooters and the like were just coming in. It is amazing how that has evolved over five or
six years into an important form of transport.

I think it was important for us to recognise that this form of transport has developed and potentially kept a lot of
cars off our roads, which is a good thing, but also that there have been a lot of unintended consequences. As I said
earlier, our thoughts go out to those families who have lost loved ones in those fatalities over the last few years.
Let us hope that some of our recommendations can make improvements. One statistic that I have here is that
St John Ambulance attended 120 scooter incidents in 2021 and 539 in 2024, so we can see the exponential increase
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that has happened and the challenges that have evolved. Of course, there are other challenges, such as the rideouts
by large groups of younger people who potentially are not even old enough to ride some of these devices. Some
of these things have evolved over time.

I know that other members of the committee are very passionate about this report and will be very keen to speak
about it, so I will leave them to talk about some of the further detail in the report. I again thank committee members
for the bipartisan way in which they conducted themselves. We can hopefully make a difference.

Mr Dan Bull (Maylands) (10:32 am): I, too, appreciate the opportunity to provide some comments on the second
report of the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee, Ride Safe: Inquiry into the safety,
regulation and penalties associated with the use of electric powered mobility devices. 1 will start by saying some
thankyous. I associate myself with the comments of the member for Roe around the bipartisan approach that all
members of the committee took to this inquiry. In addition to the Chair, the member for Roe, I thank the members
for Dawesville, Mount Lawley and Carine for the bipartisan approach taken to achieve this mammoth and really
important body of work. I also thank the committee secretariat, who worked so hard and were fully committed. I
know there were a number of late nights spent drafting and redrafting the report, so I thank Vanessa Beckingham,
the principal research officer; Lisa Peterson, the research officer; Sylvia Wolf, also a research officer who was co-
opted to assist; as well as the others who assisted on a casual basis, including Jamie Bourne, Maddison Evans and
Sarah Palmer.

As the member for Roe mentioned, we received nearly 300 submissions and undertook a large number of hearings.
We realised very quickly that this is a very complex area that is evolving in real time. One challenge in undertaking
this work was the need to readjust what we were hearing, seeing and thinking about as things around Australia and
the world were still developing. We saw that earlier this week. As we were pretty much in the final stages of the
report, New South Wales announced a change to its regulatory regime as a consequence of the tragic death that
occurred in that state. Even as we were trying to paint a picture of what was happening around the place, it was
evolving. There is every chance that there will be more changes by the end of the day, if not by the end of this
week!

I thank everyone who provided a submission or came in and gave evidence to us. There was a lot of passion and
expertise in what was provided. I also acknowledge all the people and their families who have lost loved ones or
who have been tragically injured and are struggling with their daily lives.

As I mentioned, this inquiry was very complex. Personally, it was much more complex than I thought it was going
to be at first blush. Members can see that the report traverses a number of areas, including issues around the
fragmented nature of the data, safety and injuries, infrastructure issues, classification and standards, registration
and licensing, enforcement and penalties, and education. One recommendation relates to asking young people
what they think. We acknowledge that that needs to continue to happen.

I want to make some comments around finding 68, and recommendation 16, in particular. Finding 68 states:

The use of non-compliant e-mobility devices, particularly e-scooters and e-bikes which can reach speeds
well above 25 km/h without the design characteristics and safety features required to mitigate risk, is
frequently observed. This increases the risk of serious injury and is a cause for concern.

Early on in our deliberations, there was a lot of discussion around tampering with devices and the ability to change
the way in which a device operates and its speed. Someone may buy a device that is described as going only
25 kilometres an hour, but various tampering techniques can allow the device to go significantly faster. The
question that arose, which came through in a lot of the evidence, was whether there is a need for a mid-tier
characterisation of those devices that go 25 kays to 45 kays an hour. Recommendation 16 talks about that.
Importantly, it says that the design should include mandated safety features. What we realised in thinking about a
mid-tier classification was that it is about not just the speed that these devices can go, but also other design features.
Just because there may be a mid-tier classification allowing devices to go over 25 kays an hour, mere tampering
with a device should not mean that it now fits into that category. When a device is able to go faster, other safety
and design features also need to be considered—for example, the size of the wheels, whether the device has
suspension, and the braking system. Interestingly, a lot of e-scooters use a front-wheel brake. I am sure many
people will have had the experience of using front brakes on a bike. When I was learning to ride when I was young,
I was always told to use the back brake so that I would not flip over. The reality is that scooters and stand-up
devices have a different effect on the centre of gravity and front brakes can increase the chance of someone flipping
forward when they need to stop quickly. Members can imagine the danger of using a device like that quickly with
those kinds of features. The important part of recommendation 16 is that it be mandated that safety features be
brought into the discussion when thinking about the introduction of a mid-tier system.

The other aspect when looking at a mid-tier system is that the devices are not ones on which riders can stand. We
recommend that any mid-tier system does not include an electric mobility device on which the rider stands and the
use of footpaths and shared paths would not be permitted. The other issue that came up is the big question of
infrastructure. A number of local governments presented to us at a hearing held in this chamber. They had a lot of
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really strong views around infrastructure and who pays for that. As I have mentioned before on other matters, there
are opportunities for local governments to think about how they do their budgeting and what their priorities are,
based not just on what they say their priorities are, but also the money they put towards them. Thinking outside
the square and about the way in which federal assistance grants, for example, and Roads to Recovery Program
grants are used can make a contribution to the delivery of fit-for-purpose infrastructure.

We also made some recommendations around third-party insurance and licensing and registration requirements.
The report suggests that e-mobility devices be registered at the point of purchase to travel up to 25 kilometres an
hour, with the use of large stickers. Part of the evidence from the Western Australia Police Force related to
enforcement challenges; for example, if someone is riding a device in an illegal manner, merely apprehending that
person might create a dangerous situation. Having large stickers or some kind of identification on those devices
that would allow police to note that information and find the owner of that device at a later stage would be a much
safer way of enforcing the law. For devices that travel more than 25 kilometres an hour, we suggest registration
and licensing more akin to a moped regime.

I will let other committee members highlight other aspects of the report. Again, I would like to thank the committee
members and also the staff for all their hard work. I hope this report assists in some significant reforms to make
this new and emerging system of travelling around our state safer and more effective for everyone.

Mr Liam Staltari (Carine) (10:42 am): I, too, rise to make a brief contribution in response to the tabling of the
Ride Safe report. I begin, as have previous speakers, by thanking my colleagues on the committee. I acknowledge
the hard work of the Chair and the Deputy Chair, the members for Roe and Maylands respectively, and the
members for Mount Lawley and Dawesville. It was a productive, bipartisan conversation the whole way through.
For those of us who are new to the Parliament, it really matched what we were told coming in to this place about
the value and opportunities provided by standing committees and targeted inquiries on important issues in the
public interest. I also thank, as has been mentioned, the secretariat team, which did a power of work: Vanessa
Beckingham, Lisa Peterson and Sylvia Wolfe. I thank the Hansard team and the others named by the member for
Maylands. Can I also acknowledge and specifically thank the administrative assistant to the secretariat, Trish
Woodcock, who I know did a power of work behind the scenes binding things together. Those of us who are new
were told when we were elected how diligent the Legislative Assembly committee secretariat staff are. That is
absolutely the case and it has been borne out here.

This is a really important issue, as has been noted. It was prompted by the tragic death of a gentleman in the city.
It also followed growing public and community concern about the impacts of this new, largely untested technology,
as the member for Maylands mentioned, that is literally changing before our eyes and will continue to change. I
am very pleased to have been given the opportunity to sit on this committee, not least because it is a matter of
interest to all of us, but it certainly is an issue of concern in my community. I was reflecting on this matter only a
few months before the inquiry was commissioned. I raised a grievance with the Minister for Police in response to
effective police action taken to crack down on a rideout in North Beach. As we approach summer, I get contacted
every week by residents who are concerned that again we will hit the summer school holidays and that rideout
behaviour from Scarborough to Hillarys and beyond will return. The point that became clear through the mix of
evidence taken in the public hearings is that these are valuable, helpful technologies. They help a lot of people, but
we need that regulatory regime to catch up and provide a control layer so that, yes, we get the benefit, but we
minimise the cost and we give the community confidence.

I will quickly touch on some of the recommendations that I am pleased are in the report. The member for Maylands
has touched on some of these. I will go through the ones that really go to that safety element and give the
community confidence that when these devices are being used, they are being used properly, and when they are
not used properly, there will be an outcome and an enforcement of the law.

Recommendation 5 suggests that e-rideables be fitted with acoustic devices when manufactured to ensure that they
are not totally silent. A concern in my community—this came through in the public hearings—is that pedestrians
in particular are concerned that e-rideables can move at speed and be totally silent, which is a dangerous risk for
them.

The member for Maylands mentioned recommendations 17 and 18, which relate to visible compliance labelling
and one-off registration for that lower speed cohort of e-rideables because that will help our police to enforce the
law when there is bad behaviour and noncompliance. I was reflecting on that just the other day as I was driving
through Duncraig, where I live, probably about a minute from my house. There were three kids on one e-scooter.
Only one of them wore a helmet and I doubt any of them were 16 years of age. The current law is that they have
to be aged 16 years, so we should do anything we can to help police to enforce the law.

Recommendation 26 suggests that a public education campaign be rolled out, which will also help because we
want our community and our parents to step up to the plate as well and be informed about the risks and who can
use these devices. The Director General of the Department of Education made an announcement today around
banning children under 16 years of age from using e-rideables on school grounds, which is welcome.
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Recommendations 24 and 25 relate to extending the liability for bad behaviour to the registered owner of a device,
especially if someone under the age of 16 years is using it. This will make sure that parents are aware of the rules
when they buy an e-rideable for their child—that child needs to be over 16 years of age—because it is an important
part of preventing bad behaviour.

Recommendation 25 is about stiffening the penalties and infringements for noncompliance to encourage good
behaviour and to ensure we get the best out of these devices while reducing the risks.

I will conclude by saying it was a pleasure to participate in this inquiry. I want to thank, as previous members
have, everyone who made a submission and those who shared their expertise in our in-person hearings as well as
their difficult stories, in particular Ms Lane on losing a loved one because of this runaway technology.

The ball is now in the government's court. As the member for Carine, I call for strong action and a strong response.
I am sure that the community expects it. Hopefully, this inquiry will provide some of that road map going forward
in addition to the work the government is currently undertaking. I commend the report to the house.

Mrs Lisa Munday (Dawesville) (10:47 am): I rise also to speak on the Community Development and Justice
Standing Committee report into e-rideables, a piece of work that I am really proud of. It is an inquiry that I
approached with my paramedic hat firmly on, as well as being the member for Dawesville with the responsibility
of speaking on behalf of the community and the hundreds of Western Australians who made submissions calling
for a stronger and safer approach to e-rideables.

This report does not shy away from hard truths. I do not apologise for the tough recommendations put forward.
These are necessary steps to create enforceable rules and are genuinely put there for community safety. I want to
read a couple of comments in the report that most of my speech will focus on today. In chapter 4, Professor Dieter
Weber, Director of Trauma, Trauma Services, at Royal Perth Hospital, said:

We're seeing the whole range of injuries from broken bones, significant internal organ injuries, brain
injuries, spinal cord injuries ... that have not just immediate impact but ... lasting lifelong effects on
patients.

This was another comment from the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons:

Our patients are experiencing lifetime consequences or not ... surviving from injuries on an e-scooter. Our
members and those of other Colleges are seeing this daily in emergency departments, theatres and general
practice across WA.

I do not know whether it is surprising for most people, but I was probably one of the people on the committee who
wants the Minister for Police to take a hard line on this. I openly hope that he can use this report to make regulations
and enforce them. I have to say that when you stand on the side of the road holding the head of a 15-year-old child
who has a suspected spinal injury or you work hard to manage the pain relief of an adult who has fractured both
femurs after colliding with a car on an e-scooter, you do not apologise for wanting tougher and clearer safety
measures.

While I am on the subject of not apologising today, I am also not going to apologise for wanting helmets to be
made compulsory, with heftier fines, especially for the under-30 cohort. The prefrontal cortex of people under the
age of 30 is still developing. They are not really aware of their decision-making, especially when they are around
mates. They can turn a two-second impulse decision that looks like a great idea into a lifetime of pain and regret.
For them, their mates and their families, this always ends in tragedy. That is one thing I am not apologising for.

I am also not apologising for wanting age limits enforced. It is like everything; if you buy a red car, all of a sudden
you see 1,000 red cars. Since doing this inquiry, every day I see kids, well under the age of 11 or 12 years, riding
two-up or three-up on a scooter with no helmets. They race along footpaths and across road intersections. There is
so much potential for something to go wrong. For me, this entire report is about potential. It is about the potential
for serious harm and the endless "if onlys". If I had a dollar for every time I sat in the back of an ambulance,
leaning over someone on a stretcher saying, "If only Jack was wearing a helmet," I would be a wealthy woman.
"If only Amy was paying more attention." "If only I wasn't going so fast, I might have seen the lady coming out
of the shop." Paradoxically, I have never once heard in my whole 20-year career "If only I wasn't wearing a
helmet." It is too easy to see why we need these changes.

I possibly sound like the voice of doom. I am sure I do; I am listening to myself. I am probably the over-anxious
mum. [ am not trying to ruin the lives of people who are just having fun. I am not actually against e-rideables—
far from it. They reduce congestion. They are affordable and environmentally friendly. They help countless people
across Western Australia. They help people access work and appointments. For people who have mobility issues
or are disabled, they have especially opened up their worlds and their lives. I understand that for people with
mobility challenges, these things are really important. [ hear that. Also, people who simply cannot afford to buy a
car use an e-scooter to get around.
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The important point is that our recommendations are not here to change the lives of those people. People who are
commuting at speeds of between 10 and 25 kilometres an hour, riding alone, wearing helmets, minding their own
business and getting to work may keep doing what they are doing. The police are not interested in them. The
Minister for Police is not interested in them. The community is not concerned about them. There was not one
submission about them. This inquiry was not called because of them. This inquiry was called for because the death
rates are too high. Let us be honest: one death is one too many. It was called for because retailers and online
vendors actively helped people unlock their devices to travel at high speeds. It was called for because people make
stupid decisions, like drinking and riding or putting multiple people on a scooter. I want the Minister for Police to
give the police the power to confiscate and, if necessary, destroy unsafe devices.

We must protect our seniors and pedestrians. I remember talking with the Chair about how we were going to go
with the inquiry. I said to him that if I stepped out of a restaurant onto a footpath after dinner, I would not think to
look left and right because we all think we can enter a footpath safely. When we step onto a road to cross it, there
is an expectation that we will have vehicles coming at speed, so we do look left and right. It is important for us as
a Parliament, as a government or as the Minister for Police to be able to keep these people safe.

Right now, WA and Australia really are flying blind when it comes to data. That was one of the strongest themes
highlighted in our inquiry. As a science-driven person, I know that we cannot fix what we cannot measure. Our
data is scattered across public, police, hospitals, hire companies and local governments, and there is no unified
picture. I know how essential the full picture is. We can make better decisions with full information. As an ambo,
I know that when I go to a scene, I am more interested in the patient, and my case sheet would reflect that. When
police turn up at the same scene, they are more interested in the machinery, the physics of the collision and judging
fault, so they collect their data differently. On the patient's arrival at the hospital, trauma specialists are interested
in the mechanism of the accident and potential injuries. The Department of Transport and Major Infrastructure and
the Insurance Commission of Western Australia ask whether the vehicle was registered and whether the accident
occurred on a road, a footpath or a farm. All this data needs to be collected and measured. That is why our report
strongly supports embedding data collection into the national framework currently being developed. We need to
know who is being injured, how, where, why, when and under what circumstances because it is only with proper
data that we can educate, enforce and help to create the kind of infrastructure that prevents harm before it happens.

In closing, I want to acknowledge my fellow committee members for their hard work. I know we have had some
robust discussions across the time. I say thank you very much to the Chair, the member for Roe. I really appreciate
the input of the Deputy Chair, the member for Maylands. I think that the member for Mount Lawley and I took the
strongest stance. I thank the member for Carine for his view on rideouts. These were all very important
conversations. I also want to thank our outstanding research team: principal research officer Vanessa Beckingham,
Lisa Peterson and Sylvia Wolf. Your professionalism, dedication and countless hours of work really helped shape
this report. For that, I am truly grateful.

The core of this report is about reducing tragedies. It is about giving police more assistance to be able to contain
dangerous practices, enforce rules and create safer paths and streets for all Western Australians. I thank the
Minister for Police for the opportunity to contribute to the change that is clearly needed. I am really proud to stand
here today in support of these recommendations and this inquiry.

Mr Frank Paolino (Mount Lawley) (10:56 am): I want to commence by thanking my colleagues who preceded
me in speaking about the report and the inquiry. I particularly want to acknowledge the Chair, the member for
Roe, for his ability to direct us, lead us and navigate us along this pathway.

However, I also rise with a heavy heart. Today, I take the opportunity to acknowledge the tragic and unnecessary
loss of Mr Thanh Phan, a valued member of the Mount Lawley electorate who passed away in June following a
collision involving an e-rideable in Perth's CBD. Thanh's life was cut far too short, and he left behind family and
friends who continue to grieve deeply. My thoughts remain with Thanh's loved ones during this difficult time. My
heart goes out to the victims who have lost their lives in e-rideable accidents and, of course, to the families who
are still with us, who will never fill the void their loved ones left.

These devastating incidents remind us of the urgency with which Parliament is required to address e-rideable safety
concerns. In my role as the member for Mount Lawley, I felt it was my responsibility to be the voice of my
community in this Parliament. As we conducted the inquiry, I held Thanh and his family in my thoughts while
navigating the pathway of achieving the right balance between public safety and encouraging active transport,
recognising the value of e-rideables as an alternative means of transport.

During this process, I received correspondence at my office from members of my community. The message was
clear: residents in my local area were worried. Concerns were raised about speeding on footpaths, the blurred lines
between traffic rules and cyclists' rules, and the risks posed to pedestrians and riders. These issues could not be
ignored. This inquiry was our opportunity to protect lives, support innovation and create a safer, more sustainable
transport future for Western Australia, no matter where someone lives, whether it be in the city, the CBD or
regional Western Australia.



4684 ASSEMBLY—Thursday 4 December 2025

Without repeating what my colleagues and previous committee members have said, I will wrap up my contribution
by thanking all the contributors who provided us with information, perspectives and, above all, insights into an
area that was investigated so that we can make our streets and our local areas better places for people to actively
move around in.

I also wish to acknowledge again the victims of these terrible tragedies and their families. I acknowledge, of course,
the work that was provided and the support given to us by the executive team and acknowledge my colleagues,
the members for Roe, Maylands, Dawesville and Carine. Although we had robust discussions during this process—
robust discussions that I imagine will continue to be had during our time in this 42nd Parliament—they came from
a point of mutual respect and were in good faith. I hope that continues throughout our time together on the
Community Development and Justice Standing Committee.

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE COMMISSIONER FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG
PEOPLE

Tabling

Mrs Lorna Clarke (Butler) (11:00 am): I present for tabling the second report of the Joint Standing Committee
on the Commissioner for Children and Young People titled Review Report 2025: The work of the Commissioner
for Children and Young People 2024-25.

(See paper 788.)

Mrs Lorna Clarke: This report considers the Commissioner for Children and Young People's recent reports
during both 2024 and 2025. This committee was established in May 2025 and the committee is tasked with
monitoring, reviewing and reporting to Parliament on the exercise of the functions of the commissioner and
examining her annual and other reports.

Previous committees have conducted a yearly review of the commissioner's activities and published a report as
part of the fulfilment of these functions. This committee decided to commence its work by following the same
procedure. The report considers the commissioner's current priority issues, the commissioner's five strategic pillars
that guide the commissioner's activities and the commissioner's administrative and financial matters.

It also then considers the following reports: the Monitoring of Child-Focused Complaints Systems Report, Profile
of Children and Young People in WA 2025, the commissioner's Mid West Listening Tour 2024, the Voting Age
Survey: Key findings from the WA Commissioner for Children and Young People's "Voting Age" Survey 2024, the
Belonging Across Borders: Understanding the challenges faced by Culturally and Linguistically Diverse children
and young people report, Your Environment: Your Say: Key findings from the Commissioner for Children and
Young People's 'Your Environment: Your Say' survey 2024 and the Hear Me Out: Inquiry into Implementation
Progress for Banksia Hill's Model Of Care Instruction report.

I will take this opportunity to say how pleased I am to be working with my fellow committee members, deputy
chair, Hon Julie Freeman MLC, Hugh Jones MLA and Hon Ayor Makur Chuot MLC. I would also like to take
this opportunity to thank the committee staff for their detailed, diligent and thorough work in 2024 on this
committee.

Finally, on behalf of the committee, I would like to acknowledge Jovita Hogan, who has been the research officer
on our committee since the start of this Parliament and who is retiring from the service of the Parliament soon.
Jovita has been part of the Legislative Assembly staff since 2000 and she has made a significant contribution to
the Parliament and the Assembly's committees in particular. She told us this week that she has been to at least 500
committee meetings over the years and most, if not all, were Legislative Assembly committees. For her colleagues,
she has been a stalwart of the committee office. She is reliable, dependable and always available to help with
advice and practical support when needed. She will be sorely missed. I will also say how wonderful it has been to
work with her this year. She is always welcome back in this building and institution. Thank you, Jovita.

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION
Tabling

Ms Colleen Egan (Thornlie) (11:03 am): I present for tabling the third report of the Joint Standing Committee on
the Corruption and Crime Commission titled 7he Correct Action.

(See paper 789.)

Ms Colleen Egan: As Chair of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, I am
presenting quite a short report today. As members know, adverse statements made by the Corruption and Crime
Commission can significantly impact the reputations of people and organisations. They often attract media
attention, are tabled in Parliament and stay on the public record into the future online. It goes without saying that
the CCC has a duty to ensure that its reports are correct and that everything it publishes is correct. However, to err
is human, as we know, and sometimes mistakes are made.
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As a matter of principle, the committee believes that the CCC as the leading integrity body should have a policy
to consider correcting and/or clarifying its own errors for the public record, particularly if the Parliamentary
Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission believes that it is warranted. The issue of a corrections policy
came to the committee's attention through correspondence regarding a case in which the Parliamentary Inspector
Mr Matthew Zilko SC, discovered discrete errors in a CCC report and many months later, the public record had
not yet been corrected.

I congratulate the new Commissioner of the Corruption and Crime Commission, Michael Corby SC, on his
appointment to the role. He took swift action after receiving a letter from our committee regarding this matter and
we thank him for his commendable response, which is detailed in the report. We also thank Mr Zilko for the advice
and guidance that he provides this committee within its oversight role of the CCC, which we share with the
parliamentary inspector.

In this short report, the committee has recommended that the CCC develops a policy to deal with any similar cases
like this in the future. I thank my colleagues the member for Vasse and, in the other place, Hon Michelle Boylan
and Hon Andrew O'Donnell and, of course, the staff.

MEMBER FOR BATEMAN
Leave of absence
Mr David Michael (Balcatta—Leader of the House) (11:06 am): [ move:

That leave be given for the absence from the Assembly of the member for Bateman up to and including
Tuesday 10 March 2026 on the grounds of urgent private business.

In doing so, I am sure everyone in this place wishes her the best for a speedy recovery.
The Acting Speaker (Mrs Lorna Clarke): Very much so, Leader of the House.
Question put and passed.
WORKING WITH CHILDREN (SCREENING) AMENDMENT BILL 2025
Introduction and first reading
Bill introduced, on motion by Mrs Jessica Stojkovski (Minister for Child Protection), and read a first time.
Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister.
Second reading speech
Mrs Jessica Stojkovski (Kingsley—Minister for Child Protection) (11:07 am): I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

The Working With Children (Screening) Amendment Bill 2025 is a further step in implementing recommendations
of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse and will help keep children safe.

In 2015, the Royal Commission published its Working with Children Checks Report. This report noted the value
of state and territory processes for screening people seeking to work with children but found that inconsistencies
between jurisdictions, the inability to share information about decisions made on working with children
applications and the inability to monitor cardholders left children exposed to risks of harm. Among other things,
the report recommended that consistent standards be introduced that apply to all jurisdictions and a centralised
database be established to hold information about working with children decisions that would complement access
to existing criminal history data.

Since then, the Commonwealth and all states and territories have been working to implement the
recommendations. National standards for working with children checks were published in 2019 and broadly
endorsed by jurisdictions. The Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission established and has been developing
the National Reference System (NRS) since 2019. The NRS now holds data on adverse working with children
decisions made by all jurisdictions, apart from the Northern Territory, that is working towards including this data.

These developments now make it possible to easily check if a person has been refused the equivalent of a working
with children card or had a card cancelled or suspended or had restrictions placed on the person's ability to work
with children by another jurisdiction. This establishes the conditions necessary for mutual recognition.

In August 2025, the Standing Council of Attorneys-General (SCAG) agreed to mutually recognise decisions by
state and territory regulators that prohibit an unsuitable person from working with children as a matter of urgency.
In Western Australia, initial reforms to the Working with Children (Screening) Act 2004 commenced in July 2023,
and consultation on further reforms to complete implementation of the royal commission's recommendations
concluded in September 2025.
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This bill, in accord with agreement from the SCAG, expedites amendments that will recognise adverse interstate
working with children decisions, remove barriers to sharing information about adverse working with children
decisions and enable continuous checking of the national reference system (NRS) to ensure Western Australians
working with children card holders remain fit to work with children.

To recognise interstate working with children decisions, the bill defines new terms that capture a range of outcomes
that can occur. WA issues a negative notice if a person is assessed as an unacceptable risk of harm to children. A
corresponding notice, condition or exclusion, however called, that prohibits a person from child-related work is
defined as an "interstate negative notice". An interstate working with children authority is an authority decision or
registration, however called, that corresponds to a WA assessment notice and the issue of a working with children
card that permits a person to carry out child-related work. An interstate working with children check application
is an application, however called, made under a corresponding law for an interstate working with children
authority.

The new term "adverse interstate working with children decision" captures negative decisions made under a
corresponding law, both final and interim, that have an effect of prohibiting a person from carrying out child-
related work. This includes interstate negative notices, refusal or cancellation of an interstate working with children
authority and temporary suspensions or interim bars. Some jurisdictions allow a person to work with children
subject to conditions on their working with children authority. For example, a condition may be that the person is
to be supervised while working with children. WA does not issue conditional working with children cards. The
bill includes any conditional interstate working with children authority as an adverse interstate working with
children decision, and the person will be prohibited from carrying out child-related work in WA. This position
aligns with the royal commission's recommendation and the national standards that there should be no conditional
clearances.

The bill defines when a person is the subject of an adverse interstate working with children decision in order to
determine when the amendments are to apply. Broadly, a person is the subject of an adverse interstate working
with children decision if the decision has not been overturned on a review or appeal, or the decision has not
otherwise stopped having effect. A decision may stop having effect because the corresponding authority has
granted an interstate working with children authority or an interstate negative notice has been revoked and the
interstate working with children authority has had conditions removed. The term "cancelled" is defined in relation
to an interstate working with children authority to avoid capturing circumstances in which a person is not
prohibited from child-related work—for example, when a person voluntarily surrenders their interstate working
with children authority.

To ensure WA decision-makers can make use of all available information about an applicant for a working with
children card, the bill requires the CEO to check the NRS as part of every application to establish whether the
person is subject of an adverse interstate working with children decision. A new provision also provides for the
CEO to access the NRS on a regular and ongoing basis to check whether specified persons are the subject of an
adverse interstate working with children decision. As well as applicants, this will include persons with current
working with children cards and persons subject to reassessment or review or appeal proceedings.

This bill includes a range of amendments to alter WA's process once the CEO becomes aware of an adverse
interstate working with children decision. The effect in most cases is that WA processes cease and the decision by
the interstate regulatory authority applies in WA. If a person is applying for a working with children card or holds
a current card, the CEO is required to withdraw the application or cancel the current card and issue written notice
to the person advising of the withdrawal or the cancellation and that the decision is due to a current adverse
interstate working with children decision. If the CEO is aware that the applicant or person is, or is proposed to be,
employed in child-related work, a written notice must also be given to the employer giving certain information. If
the person is a student, a written notice will be given to the education provider.

In some cases, an applicant or cardholder is issued with an interim negative notice that prohibits the person from
carrying out child-related work while an assessment is underway. This can occur when the CEO becomes aware
of certain criminal charges or convictions, some other change in criminal record findings or outcomes of conduct
reviews, or that the decision to issue a working with children card was based on wrong or incomplete information.

In cases in which an interim negative notice has been issued to a person and is current, and the CEO becomes
aware that that person is subject of an adverse interstate working with children decision, there is a departure from
ceasing a WA assessment and recognising the interstate decision. In these cases, the CEO is to continue an
assessment. If the decision is that a negative notice should be issued, then it is issued. If the decision is that an
assessment notice should be issued, the CEO must cancel the interim negative notice but must not issue a working
with children card to the person. A written notice must be given to the person advising of the cancellation of the
interim negative notice and that the working with children card will not be issued due to the adverse interstate
working with children decision. Written notice will also be given to a prospective employer or education provider
as applicable.
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Withdrawing pending applications and cancelling current working with children's cards when a person is found to
have had an adverse interstate working with children decision will help to minimise instances in which a person
may end up with a negative notice in multiple jurisdictions, each requiring an application to cancel before they can
work in any jurisdiction.

Continuing an assessment while an interim negative notice has been issued is a stronger protection for WA
children, as the interim negative notice means that the circumstances indicate the person is a sufficient risk to
children that they are likely to be issued a negative notice once an assessment is complete.

Issuing a negative notice when an assessment has been completed and a person has been found to be an
unacceptable risk to children in child-related work ensures that such a person is unable to enter child-related work
in Western Australia regardless of whether their adverse interstate working with children decision has been
cancelled or ceased to apply. A negative notice can be reviewed in certain circumstances.

If the CEO decides to cancel a current negative notice and a working with children card may be or is required to
be issued, and the CEO is aware that that person is the subject of an adverse interstate working with children's
decision, the bill provides that the CEO must not issue the working with children card.

The bill introduces new offences for an employer or education provider to employ or procure child-related.
employment when they are aware the person is the subject of an adverse interstate working with children decision.
The penalties will be the same as the offence when an employer or education provider is aware that the person has
been issued with a current negative notice or an interim negative notice. An existing offence will be used if a
person subject to a current adverse interstate working with children decision engages in child-related work in WA.

The bill also provides that a person who is subject of an adverse interstate working with children decision cannot
have access to statutory defences for a charge of engaging in child-related work without a working with children
card. Transitional provisions that provide amendments will apply to all pending applications or persons with a
current working with children card on commencement day, whether the application was made or the card issued
before, on or after the commencement day.

The amendments proposed in this bill to mutually recognise adverse interstate working with children decisions
will contribute to national consistency in dealing with potentially harmful people and so reduce their ability to gain
access to children.

I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Liam Staltari.
SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT TRUST BILL 2025
Second reading
Resumed from 3 December.

Ms Cassie Rowe (Belmont—Parliamentary Secretary) (11:20 am): It is really great to continue my contribution
to the Sports and Entertainment Trust Bill 2025 today. I want to reiterate some of the points that I made yesterday
on this bill and why it is important that we are dealing with it today. One of the things that I spoke about yesterday,
which is something that I have been passionate about for a really long time, is female participation in sport at every
level, particularly grassroots sport. In 2017 I became aware of the disturbing fact that female participation in sport
falls off a cliff once girls reach their teenage years.

(Member's time extended.)

Ms Cassie Rowe: When I stumbled across that information, it really concerned me, so since that time I have been
advocating for greater work to be done to intervene and change that trajectory, where levers are available at a
government level. This is for not only the health benefits that we all know, but also the mental health benefits. It
is also from an equality point of view. What I touched on yesterday that I would like to reiterate is the interesting
report that was conducted by Flinders University in South Australia. Through its research, it discovered that
women, when compared with their male cohort, were under-represented in organised sport as participants, coaches,
officials, administrators and at a board and executive level as well. That is quite disturbing; it is actually at every
level, not just those who we see on and off the field playing and participating in sports. I think there is a lot of
work to be done culturally across the whole community. That was very interesting.

The data from the Flinders research report indicated a dropout rate of around 60% of girls aged 15 and older in
Australia. That rate is huge compared with that of their male counterparts in terms of participating in organised
sport, but a very limited amount of research had been conducted into the reasons and factors that were contributing
to this enormous dropout rate of girls' participation in organised sport. Flinders University decided to look into
this. It was very interesting. Contributing to the dropout rate were factors like low confidence; societal pressure,
which was interesting; body image concerns; and a lack of understanding regarding the impacts of menstrual cycle
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on sports participation. That was also interesting. It also identified that prevalent gender stereotypes often
discourage girls from pursuing traditional masculine sports, which led to further disengagement.

When we look at the professional level of sport, we see that was reiterated in research conducted by Deakin
University. It found that an overwhelming majority of nine in 10 women who compete in elite sports confirmed
that they have experienced some form of gendered online harm, including 87% just in the past year. That is
extraordinary. Trolling, and the ongoing and targeted nature of it, was particularly harmful to their wellbeing. 1
will quote from this article:

Felicity Goodwin, who played elite-level rugby union, says she experienced both blatant sexism, and more
insidious attempts to make her feel unwelcome.

"There were the stereotypical comments of 'get back in the kitchen and make me a sandwich," she says.

"But there were also ones like 'oh, so you like the Wallabies? Tell me the top try scorers for the last few
seasons, or the last three winners of the John Eales medal.' I can do that — but why should I have to?

"The problem was just the fact that I was female, and I had the nerve to be in that space."

It is quite confronting to read in 2025 that this is still part of the conversation happening at an elite level. I think
that when we go back to the Flinders University research, that shows there is a systemic problem because there is
such a lack of gender diversity represented at every level. It is very clear to me that there is a lot of room for
cultural change in our sporting clubs at every level. Potentially at a grassroots level and certainly at semi-elite and
elite levels there is a lot of room for improvement. The Deakin study found that 85% of those elite and semi-elite
athletes it spoke with said wellbeing had been affected by online harm, and that two in three of those female
athletes felt unsafe. That is just not acceptable. The associate professor who was involved in this study said:

They recognised a vicious cycle where their sports weren't getting enough visibility, but when they
attempted to put themselves out there — to promote themselves and their activities — they received abuse.

No wonder that women are not inclined to pursue a career in professional sport at the same rate as men. On that
note, I would like to reference former English test cricketer Isa Guha—clearly I am not very au fait with sport; I
believe she is quite famous. The quote that I thought summed this up is:

... boys need to compete to feel they belong, but girls need to feel like they belong before they can be
competitive ...

I think that that speaks to a really astute insight of hers and potentially the difference between the genders in how
they engage in sport. Perhaps that is something that we need to take note of when we talk about participation. I am
really proud of everything that our government is doing in infrastructure. A huge amount of capital works has gone
on. Certainly since [ have been a member and Labor has been in government we have rolled out so many programs
to ensure that sports participation is a possibility for girls. Participation is certainly encouraged by a rollout of
change room upgrades to ensure that girls now have a safe and dedicated space to change and get ready for their
sports.

I want to also highlight that it is not just females who are excluded or experience barriers to entry when it comes
to participating in sport at all levels; it is also people living with disability. I want to again touch on a report by
Disability Sports Australia that I spoke about yesterday. It is worth noting that one in five Australians live with
disability—one in five is a significant number—but they often miss out on opportunities to participate in sport,
and they should not. They are missing out on that critical opportunity to connect with community, engage in
healthy activities and feel confident about their abilities. They have every right to do that, yet only 25% of
Australians with disability take part in sport of physical activity once a week.

Compared with people without disability, people with disability are 60% less likely, as a result of what I have just
said, to meet the national physical activity guidelines. I happened to be reading ABC online news last night and,
to reiterate this point, I came across an article that said that three in four children with autism spectrum disorder
want to play sport but are not able to due to the avoidable barriers that stand in their way. Some of the common
barriers that autistic people face in sport and physical activity include fast-paced or unpredictable environments
that can be hard for them to process, rigid structures and inflexible rules, a lack of autism-informed coaching and
understanding of their needs and competition-focused programs with limited alternatives. A big factor for a lot of
children, especially those who are autistic, is the sensory discomfort that comes with uniforms and equipment,
which can be a real barrier to their participation. They also experience anxiety and feel overwhelmed with
performance pressure; that is, are they going to be able to catch the ball if they are paying basketball or hit a tennis
ball that is coming towards them from across the court? They also struggle with social communication differences
and being able to pick up on team dynamics, social cues and different instruction styles. They often need explicit
instructions.

Autism is such a misunderstood disability. It is often an invisible disability and because of that lack of
understanding—especially by coaches at grassroots level clubs, as indicated by this report—they feel excluded
and discriminated against by their peers and coaches. I just wanted to highlight that because it came to my attention
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last night. I think that is something that could easily be rectified with additional training and a deeper understanding
and willingness to provide an inclusive and safe place for people with disability to be able to engage in sport. The
reason all this is important is, as I said yesterday, sport is part of the fabric of our culture in Australia. I obviously
have no sporting talent, but I can appreciate how vital it is, particularly for young people, to feel connectedness
with a community or club and feel a deep sense of pride in being part of something, in achieving something and
in being able to build a skill.

Importantly, as I touched on yesterday, there are so many reports around mental health issues. I mentioned
yesterday that in a recent Ending Loneliness Together report, 39% of children between 12 and 17 years of age
identified mental health as their second biggest concern. A critical factor in addressing mental health is connecting
people, and physical activity is a big part of that. I very much see the benefit of sport; it plays a critical role in our
community, whether it be for young people, adults or seniors. I absolutely commend the bill to the house.

Mr Yaz Mubarakai (Oakford—Parliamentary Secretary) (11:33 am): I will start by commending the member
for Belmont for providing her insights in her contribution, especially about sport, women in sport and athletes with
disabilities who want to take on their sporting ambitions in an atmosphere in which equality and diversity is well
represented. The Cook Labor government takes an immense amount of pride in making sure there is diversity and
equality for sportspeople and that individuals get the platform they require, all the way from their local sporting
associations to professional sporting tournaments, whether they be state, national or international events. We
absolutely stand behind them 100%.

I stand today to make a brief contribution on the Sports and Entertainment Trust Bill 2025, which will provide the
right foresight and a very strong strategic reset in giving VenuesWest the tools to govern with accountability and
to manage our venues, which, as they have truly demonstrated, are the engines of tourism, social and community
benefits to this amazing state that we call home. This bill will provide long-overdue modernisation and definitely
help the way in which Western Australia governs and optimises its most important sports and entertainment
precincts. These assets unite our communities and attract visitors from across Australia and the world and inject,
with a ripple effect, hundreds of millions of dollars into our state's economy. They also give the state the ability to
compete in the global events marketplace and bring international gigs to our doorstep.

Western Australia is the fastest growing state in the country. Suburbs in Perth's southern corridor, especially in my
electorate of Oakford, have reaped the benefit of the strong rapid growth in the number of migrants who call
Western Australia home. I can feel that effect in the communities in my electorate. The high incidence of migrants
coming to Western Australia has meant that we have been rushed to build more homes and accommodate more
transport solutions for the families who choose to live in this amazing state of ours. It is eminently clear that every
single individual who lives in our state seeks quality opportunities in not only their work, but also their lifestyle.
A state with a growing population also needs to deliver vibrant recreational and entertainment precincts. I can
clearly identify that this bill will increase the powers and flexibility of VenuesWest in delivering on these
outcomes.

The Sports and Entertainment Trust Bill will allow VenuesWest to act in the space of being commercially driven
in its retail promotional activities and in the way it manages its precincts and optimises outcomes. As I mentioned
earlier, most of the places we identify as sporting venues are a massive drawcard for the state. The bill will increase
VenuesWest's potential to deliver on its expertise and existing business relationships. It will not only allow
VenuesWest to maximise its presence within the 14 venues under its control, but also expand and cross over to
other venues in our beautiful state. From my personal experience, I can tell members this. As a young, fresh-faced
man in my first year out of university, I worked in the public relations department of MTV in India. I understand
the importance of entertainment, venues and activating precincts. It is no small task. A lot of work goes into
delivering those amazing activities of which community members are the beneficiaries. This bill, which I am
absolutely chuffed about, will remove a lot of the barriers that have existed in the current framework without being
modernised in more 40 years. As I said, I anticipate that this bill will make changes that will help to create
numerous varied events that will contribute to the vibrancy of our communities for both residents and the tourists
who visit our state especially for these events, as identified by other members who have made contributions to this
debate.

I was a beneficiary of being able to take my daughter to one of the two Coldplay concerts that were exclusive to
Western Australia. Every single person who experienced the magic of Coldplay over those two days would say
that we were extremely lucky to have the exclusive right to have Coldplay perform right here at Perth's Optus
Stadium. We were the envy of all other states at that time. That event contributed about $43 million over that
weekend. The WWE Elimination Chamber event contributed a further $36.2 million, and the FIFA Women's
World Cup contributed around a quarter of a million dollars. In 2024 alone, the state was a beneficiary of close to
$300 million from events. The track record of VenuesWest venues being able to attract international events is
clear. Those events have a ripple effect on our hotels, restaurants and small businesses across our cities and regions,
with hotels achieving a staggering occupancy rate of up to 90% not just on the night of the events, but also across
the days before and after.
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I will outline for members in this chamber the recent Ashes test event in Perth a couple of weeks ago. It was an
absolute sellout. It was sad that the test match lasted only two days, but it was one of the most exciting test matches
of my 50-year career as an avid cricketer! Optus Stadium was completely sold out, but what was even more
staggering was that while we were watching the Poms getting absolutely smashed—I sadly have to point that out—
the people who were present at the stadium were talking about how amazing it was to be in Perth when the hotels,
the landscapes and the streets around Perth city were absolutely buzzing with tourists from interstate or overseas.
That level of vibrancy is not a tangible asset that can be purchased, other than by attracting international events to
our beautiful state.

At the heart of this bill is very strategic stewardship that will basically give our state, through those venues, massive
financial, social and tourism returns. Can members imagine what would happen if VenuesWest were to create a
further three to five premium weekend events a year? The statistics show that this could have an incremental
dividend to the state to the tune of between $50 million and $100 million. That would again translates to jobs, tax
revenue and repeat visitations. Most importantly, it would build on Western Australia's reputation as a must-visit
destination for events.

This bill is not just about Optus Stadium and RAC Arena; it is about every community that benefits from these
world-class sporting and entertainment events. I will provide the house with some clarity on how this bill will have
an impact on my community, using the example of the recent announcement of the Armadale regional sporting
complex. Under the old act, VenuesWest would have a limited ability to activate this promising new facility for
major events. Under the new framework, the minister will be able to declare it a temporary venue, enabling the
Armadale regional sporting complex to host elite preseason camps, regional tournaments and community facilities.
This would mean that Armadale could now be a hub for grassroots and professional sports, activating visitors,
creating more jobs and showcasing regional hospitality and culture in the area. This is clearly a perfect example
of how this bill will spread economic and social benefits beyond the CBD and into our suburbs and regions. Along
with the members for Armadale and Darling Range, it was an absolute pleasure to be present as part of the Cook
Labor government's announcement of the $20 million commitment to the Armadale regional sporting complex. I
believe that this facility will provide about 20 outdoor and eight indoor hardcourts for netball and basketball games.
Obviously, it will have additional facilities like function centres and allied health services, absolutely
complementing our communities at large, but, as we know, there is a massive shortfall in the availability of
hardcourt facilities in our neighbourhood in the south-eastern corridor for residents in the City of Armadale. This
facility will have a ripple effect on the participation of families and young people in the sports of netball and
basketball. In a few years from now, with the help of this bill, the Armadale regional recreational facility could
perhaps collaborate with VenuesWest to host some interstate or even international competitions for these sports.

Sporting clubs are a vital aspect of our social fabric. They give people of all ages a shared activity to bond over
and a reason to get involved with the local community. It is always my pleasure to visit my local community clubs
and see people building lifelong friendships and improving their mental and physical health. In order to keep these
venues in good nick, I have been extremely proud, as part of the Cook Labor government, to make election
commitments to many of these clubs, including $30,000 to the Forestdale Sporting Association for a multi-sport
electronic scoreboard. Tonight, I will join the 40th anniversary celebrations of the Forestdale Sporting Association,
which addresses many sporting groups, such as the darts group, the pool club and the cricket and footy clubs,
which are the natural custodians of that club. It is a very important part of the social fabric of my electorate of
Oakford, and I truly look forward to the celebrations. I congratulate the many volunteers, whose combined efforts
have kept that legacy going and vibrancy in our community over the 40 years. I thank them all for the effort they
have put in at Forestdale Sporting Association.

We have also been able to contribute $25,000 to a very newly growing sport called kabaddi. The Gladiator Sports
and Cultural Kabaddi Club has received that $25,000.

Mr Hugh Jones: Kabaddi, kabaddi.

Mr Yaz Mubarakai: Kabaddi, kabaddi, kabaddi—that is how they say it, member for Darling Range. I am quite
glad to say that that commitment will go towards audiovisual equipment. As the member knows, it is a very large
sport and the club will no longer have to hire equipment for that event. Moving forward, it will be able to save on
the cost of hiring expensive equipment for those events. Along with the members for Darling Range and Armadale,
we have been able to support air conditioning and fencing upgrades for the Armadale Soccer Club; $12,500 for
Arks Rugby Union Football Club for a marquee and sporting equipment; and, most importantly, $300,000 for
storage and lighting upgrades at Piara Waters Pavilion, which will go towards supporting all four associations,
from footy to cricket, and from juniors all the way up to the seniors, for men, women, boys and girls. I am really
proud of those commitments because I know the additional equipment and support will have a massive impact on
usage of the ovals.

In conclusion, the Sports and Entertainment Trust Bill 2025 is more than a legislation refresh; as I said before, it
is a strategic reset from a custodial, constrained structure to a modern performance-driven trust capable of
innovating, partnering and delivering for Western Australia. It was a real fight for us.



ASSEMBLY—Thursday 4 December 2025 4691

I commend the bill to the house.

Mr Hugh Jones (Darling Range) (11:50 am): I rise to speak to the Sports and Entertainment Trust Bill 2025. It
is a pleasure to follow the member for Oakford. We all know how important sport is. It is not necessarily about
fostering elite athletes; it is about inclusion, participation and mental health. There are a whole bunch of aspects
that sport provides. During the period of 16 Days in WA and with yesterday having been International Day for
People with Disability, it is so important to provide inclusive clubs for people to go along to because that goes a
long way towards creating the social cohesion we all desire. It is also very important for children, who are often
isolated through their use of social media, playing online games and other things, to engage with adults who model
the right behaviour in the right environment. I urge clubs to always examine their own culture to make sure that
women, children and people with disabilities feel included.

As aresult, with an emphasis on sport, I, too, made a few commitments during the last election campaign. A major
one of $10 million was to the Serpentine Jarrahdale Community Recreation Centre, ostensibly to expand access to
basketball. I will talk a bit more about that later. There was a number of small commitments. The member for
Oakford mentioned a few of the shared ones, but within my electorate solely, $50,000 was put towards the
basketball court at Byford and Districts Country Club. I was up there the other day. It has received the money and
is now going through the process of getting shire approval. There was a $20,000 commitment to Byford BMX
Club for a starting gate. I was glad to go there two or three weeks ago for the club's first use of that automatic gate.
Racers line up at the start, there is a sequence of lights and some vocal prompts, and then the gate comes down
and off they go. The previous gate was a bit faulty and there had been incidents of kids going head over heels
whilst waiting to start. In addition, $5,000 went to Byford Bowling Club for equipment; $10,000 to Byford
Bushrangers T-ball; $5,000 to Byford Little Athletics Club; and $25,000 to Darling Downs equestrian park for
signage. Providing signage is an important innovation by the Darling Downs Residents Association. Members
may be familiar with the signage on beaches that provides first responders with identifiable spots to go to. They
are doing a similar thing in the equestrian park so that when someone has an incident, falls off their horse and gets
injured, they can be found.

There was a commitment of $20,000 to the Dirt Trackers Kart Club for a shelter; $10,000 to Mundijong Centrals
Junior Football Club and $20,000 to the seniors for a new cool room. One of the larger commitments I made was
$100,000 to the Roleystone Club towards a synthetic bowling green. I am advised that there may possibly be a
request for a change of scope for that project, so we are meeting to discuss that next week. There was $10,000 to
Roleystone Junior Football Club; $10,000 to Roleystone Netball Club; $20,000 to Roleystone Senior Football
Club to go towards upgrading its kitchen; $10,000 to Roleystone Karragullen Cricket Club; $20,000 to Serpentine
and Districts Golf Club for irrigation; $65,000 to Serpentine Jarrahdale Adult Riders Club for storage; and $10,000
to the SJ Blues Cricket Club.

Various grants were awarded and programs held throughout the 2023-24 financial period. The Hiking
Participation Grants Program delivered $25,000 for the Six Seasons trail project in the City of Armadale. There
was $69,000 for WA Cricket through the inclusive participation program to deliver cricket to culturally and
linguistically diverse communities in the City of Armadale. The Every Club program delivered $30,000 in the
Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale and, similarly, $34,600 in the City of Rockingham. I have a slice of the City of
Rockingham. I will claim that! There was $5,000 through the Active Regional Communities grants to deliver
Hiking for Confidence at Jarrahdale Oval as part of the trails head design project and $50,000 through Community
Trail Planning in the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale. Of course, everyone will be great fans of KidSport. In 2023—
24, 4,601 vouchers to the value of $921,000 were accessed by people in the electorate, supporting 3,758 children
from low-income families to participate in community sport.

I want to give a few shout-outs to young athletes in my electorate. Young Jordan Roberts is a bit of a karate guru.
Members may have seen a video of him on my Facebook, because everyone looks there, kicking a pillow out of
my hands. It is pretty impressive. He attended the GKR Karate Australian National Championships in Melbourne
in November. He was selected to go there after winning the state kata championship. He performed exceptionally
well in the competition, achieving third place out of 41 competitors in his division for the kumite, coming home
with a bronze medal. He narrowly missed out on a second medal for his kata, achieving fourth place out of 41. He
hopes to travel to England for the World Cup in July.

Madison White started playing T-ball and baseball with the Byford Bushrangers and now plays for the Braves. In
July, she was selected to join Australia's first ever all-girl national baseball team at the 2025 Baseball for All
Nationals in Nevada, USA. More than 500 young women from 50 baseball teams representing 35 US states and
three countries competed at the event.

Amelia Oliveira plays basketball and netball. She represents Byford Secondary College in netball and is a member
of the Western Australian Basketball League team the Rockingham Flames. Amelia was selected to represent the
Dolphins Basketball Club at the Asia Pacific Cup in Singapore in October.
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I have mentioned Ben and Jack Walling a few times in this place. They are brothers from Cardup. They travelled
to Queensland in June, where they competed in the 2025 National Trial Championship. Ben took sixth place and
Jack was crowned the 2025 open junior Australian trials champion. In September, Ben won the 2025 WA Moto
Trials State Championship and claimed the title of 2025 WA state champion. He dethroned multi-time WA state
champion, Neil Price, who is now the former GOAT because he has been overtaken by Ben.

Young McKenna Wolf is a BMX rider. She won the 2023 state championships. She won every single race in both
state and national events, including the championships in the 2023 season. She won two number | plates in an
Adelaide national round campaign. She claimed 3A and 5A at the 2025 GWM BMX Racing National
Championships in New South Wales in October and competed in the 2025 UCI BMX Racing World
Championships in Copenhagen in July. She came 21st in the under-9 girls. I had a chat with McKenna a couple of
weeks ago, when [ was up there for the launch of the new gate. I spoke to her and her mother. McKenna is so good
at BMX but the reality is that not as many females participate in BMX as would be ideal, so she forgoes race points
throughout the year and races against the boys instead to improve her riding. When she goes against other females,
she is quite often streets ahead.

Apologies to the member for Cockburn, but Jay Lander was named the King of Cockburn at the new Cockburn
BMX facility in August. He also offers coaching at the Byford BMX Club. Byford BMX Club had 14 riders
compete in the 2025 GWM BMX National Championships in New South Wales in October. Byford finished 20th
in the club championship standings against 99 clubs from all over Australia. Jay Lander competed in the under-
23s Elite and Superclass Men. Also competing were: Oliver Hogan, Riley Botha, Chloe Carmody, Luke Carmody,
Aaron Nottle, Josh Emons, Jonathon Emons, Savannah Robertson, Xavier Halton and Mckenna Wolf—as I
mentioned before—Isabella Halton, Nate Nottle and Lewis Halton. They did Byford BMX Club proud in the
competition.

There are legacy projects from the last election that are going ahead. The Byford Skate Park was an $800,000
commitment and I am happy to say that after four years it is under construction and, hopefully, it will be finished
in the next two or three months. The Byford Pump Track similarly was a 2021 commitment, but it was morphed
from a splash park commitment. The shire decided it did not want a splash park because the amount of money
would not have delivered a decent product, so it was repurposed to a pump track. That is just about open; it should
open in a week or two.

In 2020, the Keirnan Park Recreation Precinct received a $22 million commitment from the state government
through the WA Recovery Plan. The sod turning was just before the last election. I was there a couple of weeks
ago, and it was good to see that construction has commenced. There were heavy vehicles there doing earthworks.
The project will deliver two ovals and a pavilion, allowing cricket and football to be played at Keirnan Park in
Mundijong.

Those projects have taken a fair bit of time, which is a bit frustrating, but there are some legitimate reasons for
that. There was COVID-19. There is also the requirement for clearing permits and water licences et cetera. The
projects clearly were not shovel ready. Prior to the last election, the shire sought a commitment for the expansion
of the recreation centre. It had an estimated cost of $40 million, ostensibly to increase the court space for basketball
and futsal, which is indoor soccer. I was able to commit $10 million on behalf the state government towards that
project, but unfortunately because there was no detailed design the shire was unable to attract any more funding
from either side in federal government. The $10 million commitment has been sitting there since March without
any prospect of delivering the project.

The shire recently formed a community recreation centre stakeholder reference group. The community recreation
centre is where basketball is played. There are a few users there. They got together and agreed that the BMX track
adjacent to the recreation centre should be moved. The BMX track project is stage 1B of the Keirnan Park
recreation project. The design has been completed, so it is effectively shovel-ready. That is my desired outcome
as well because I want to deliver a brand-new track for the BMX riders in Whitby. The present track, although it
is good and has produced some good riders, is subject to a bit of vandalism and misuse because it is not fenced.
Kids go there on electric vehicles and use remote-control model cars et cetera, and they cause ruts and damage to
the track. I have forgotten the technical term, but the hills on the track, the bits on the top, are not capped, so they
are subject to weathering. The club, led by Dan Lander, spends a lot of time preparing the track before race meets.

The reference group suggested that the BMX track needs to move and that is what should happen. However, the
item is going through to the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale on Monday night and the SJ officers have not supported
that recommendation despite the reference group agreeing. The reference group is made up of non-BMX people
as well. It represents basketball, futsal and other users of the recreation centre, who all agree that the BMX track
should be built to make way for any future expansion of the recreation centre. I was a bit disappointed to see the
officer recommendations and I urge the councillors to come up with an alternative motion to support the creation
of a brand-new national-level track at Keirnan Park. It will be a great boon for the club and it will produce a lot
more talent and it will also offer a venue for state and national level, and perhaps international-level, riders to come
to Serpentine—Jarrahdale to race.
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The club is not full of airs and graces. At the moment its facilities are pretty rudimentary. It operates out of a
shipping container. It is willing to continue to do that because stage 1B was a track and a pavilion. The club is
happy to go there without the pavilion. I would strongly recommend that the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale
resolves to spend that $10 million towards a brand-new BMX track and the pavilion can come later. The aim of
the meeting on Monday is to seek feedback from the state government. I will give that in advance: that is my
preferred option. That is the preferred option of the Minister for Sport and Recreation as well. I have had lots of
entreaties from community members about this particular aspect. People from the basketball club rang me
yesterday to urge that BMX is provided a track. It is a recognition that it is about the kids. It is about fostering
sports, and having a great track in Mundijong will be good. Other people in the community have seen historical
projects fall over or take an inordinately long time.

That is the way ahead. I urge the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale to get behind it and support BMX. Once it is out
of the area, the shire can revisit its future goals with basketball and in the future it may end up that it is economically
viable or better. It may make more economic sense to knock down the existing facility and build a new one, but
that will obviously depend upon being able to attract funding in the future. With that, I commend the bill to the
house.

Mrs Magenta Marshall (Rockingham) (12:08 pm): I rise to contribute in support of the Sports and Entertainment
Trust Bill 2025. T am really pleased to have the opportunity to celebrate our government's commitment to
improving access to community sport and providing quality recreational infrastructure in Rockingham.

It is my core belief that everyone should be able to experience the thrill of playing community sport and belonging
to a team. Sport is fundamental to Rockingham's community spirit and we are spoilt for choice with many great
clubs in our region for all ages and interests. As we have heard from other members in this debate, participation in
community sport offers a wide range of benefits. It is well known that it greatly improves our physical health, but
also our mental health. That is one of the reasons I keep going back to sport and different types of exercise, because
having an active lifestyle really helps strengthen my mental resilience, particularly in a job like this. It is really
great mindfulness and an opportunity to forget about the day-to-day life or being a mum as well, to have that
90 minutes, 30 minutes, 20 minutes, or whatever it is, on the pitch to take time for yourself. It is really great.

It is also a strong way for many people to be really connected with their community and to build friendships and
relationships with other people.

As members are probably aware, I am a big football fan—as in soccer, the world game—and over the years, I have
really enjoyed contributing to my local community as a player, a coach, a youth mentor and a committee member
on various clubs. Since being elected to this role, one of the things I have really enjoyed is getting out to all the
different clubs in the area, sometimes learning about new sports that I did not know about before, and seeing that
the commitment to community building and the passion for grassroots sports is really prevalent across all the
various codes. One of the biggest clubs in my electorate is the Rockingham Flames, our local NBL1 basketball
club. I believe I have said it here before, but I firmly believe that there are only two world games and they both
involve round balls! Of course, they are football and basketball. The growth in basketball over recent years has
been phenomenal, which is why I was really proud to make a $10 million election commitment in 2023 for the
expansion of indoor court capacity at the Mike Barnett Sporting Complex.

Growing up in Rockingham, I spent many Saturday mornings playing netball locally at that complex. It has been
more than 15 years now since I played netball there, and in that time the indoor capacity has not changed. It is still
at seven indoor courts. During the Rockingham by-election campaign, I met with the Rockingham Flames and
Basketball WA to talk about the challenges that they face, and I was disheartened to learn that there are more than
400 local kids on the waiting list trying to get into teams to play basketball. That is 400 local kids missing out on
that participation and all the benefits that come with playing community sport, which is why it was important to
me to work with my colleagues to make that commitment. It has been a while since I have been able to talk about
that project, so I have an update that I would like to share with the house. A total of $2 million of the $10 million
commitment has already been provided to the City of Rockingham, and the indoor upgrades have been completed.
It involved much-needed roof upgrades, court ventilation improvements and wall cladding for courts 4 to 7. That
maintenance work is now complete, and I am told that despite being home to the Rockingham Flames, the
temperature on the court is now much more tolerable!

Several members interjected.
Mrs Magenta Marshall: Thanks, I tried!

I am also working with the city now to deliver on the remaining $8 million towards the indoor court expansion to
plug that much-needed gap in our local community.

I put on the record my appreciation to the President of the Rockingham Basketball and Recreation Association, Jo
Clossick. She is a staunch advocate for the club and is always talking to me about this commitment and when we
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are going to get on with it. I do the same with the president of Rockingham Districts Netball Association, Brooke
Onoforo, who I have worked with a little bit over the past year as well.

As I have mentioned previously in the house, I had experience as a coach of the Baldivis Districts Football Club
disability inclusive team for two seasons—its inaugural seasons. When United Reds Football League Inclusion
Solutions—which unfortunately includes the Manchester United Foundation!—partnered with Football West to
provide inclusive football in WA, I was really proud to be the inaugural coach for those two seasons. I loved that
role and getting to see local kids get the opportunity to belong to a team, play a team sport for the first time and
make meaningful memories with their friends. It is important to me that all kids experience these benefits, which
is why I am so happy that both the Rockingham Basketball and Recreation Association and the Rockingham
Districts Netball Association have inclusive leagues. The Rockingham Bizlink Flames provide that opportunity
for local players to be involved in organised basketball. They are regularly commended at the local Sports Star
Awards for their contribution. Similarly, the Rockingham Districts Netball Associations No Limits Netball
program gives local players the same opportunity in netball. As I said, I am really proud of these clubs and I
commend them for their commitment to inclusion. I plan to keep supporting those programs in the future.

Turning to the commitment of the other $8 million, I am really pleased that last year the City of Rockingham
completed the Mike Barnett Sports Complex master plan report and recently it was approved in the new council's
forward plan budget. As I mentioned, the Mike Barnett Sports Complex has not been upgraded in many years. It
is the city's largest indoor sporting complex, providing the home base for two of our largest sporting associations.
The use of the facility has evolved with changing community needs, and some spaces are no longer used for their
original purpose. Aesthetically, the complex is outdated and no longer meets community expectations. Forecast
participation rates indicate a need for four new indoor courts in the region by 2031. However, I think that the need
is greater than that and there is a demand already.

As part of the project, the city examined four options: a full master plan, delivering four indoor courts, delivering
two indoor courts or just an internal refurbishment and car parking. It has done the analysis on those four options
and has determined that option 2, the four indoor courts, is the best option. That project will deliver four new
courts; provide additional car parking; upgrade services, including electrical and fire; refurbish the existing change
rooms and toilets; and undertake external works, including bike racks, landscaping and footpaths. As I mentioned,
we have committed $8 million towards that provision for new indoor courts and that is ready to be acquitted to the
city. At the time of writing this report, the agreement for that $8 million had not been executed yet as a council
decision on the way forward was pending. The council has resolved to accept option 2, which is the delivery of
those four new courts, the car parking, the change rooms and toilets, which costs $18.5 million. As I said, I am
really pleased that the city has recently committed to putting this in its forward planning, with design and planning
to be completed in 202627, detailed design in 2027-28, build in 2028-29 and delivery in 2029-30. I am excited
to be working with the city on delivering this major project. I cannot wait to see the new courts and the new kids
who will be able to experience belonging to a team sport as a result.

At the recent state election, I made a number of small commitments to local clubs that I have the opportunity to
share with the house now. One of the first ones I want to talk about is to the Rockingham Rams Baseball Club.
That was a commitment of $200,000 to replace and expand the backstop netting, making the oval safer and more
accessible to other sporting clubs and community users. The Rockingham Rams Baseball Club is based at
Hourglass Reserve. That is the oval right down the road from the house where I grew up. On one side of the oval,
the Rockingham Rams Baseball Club is present, with three different diamonds, and on the other side of the oval
is the Rockingham Districts Little Athletics Centre. Currently, the Little Athletics is not able to be on the oval at
the same time as baseball games because that backstop netting is not high enough and it is not safe, with the ball
sometimes going over to where those kids could be playing. Also, some cars parked in unfortunate spots have had
windows smashed or been hit by those rogue balls. Through my discussions with the club's secretary, Michaela
Williams, I was able to identify that there was a need for this project. I am really pleased to have committed to it
and to be working with the club on the rollout.

Another small election commitment I made was for $70,000 for the Safety Bay Bowls Club to install new shade
shelters around the greens. As of last year, it has a new president, Scott Gallon, who has been a delight to work
with. He is a local Safety Bay man and a big advocate for Rockingham. One of the things I mentioned earlier is
that sometimes in this job we learn about new sports. Recently when at the Safety Bay Bowls Club, I got to play
a game of Safety Bay petanque, which is a game I had not been exposed to before. It is a French game. It is a
version of bowls, but it is underarm, like this. I do not know how to describe it, but it is unique. You have a straight
arm. I think it is quite susceptible to newcomers. I actually won the game and I do not think that was due to any
skills that I had. It was just luck. That Safety Bay petanque team is one of the biggest clubs around the state and
recently it hosted the state championships. It had the biggest team out there for the club in a very long time. It took
out fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh out of the 16 teams. I say well done. Thanks to president, Peter, and club
member, Chris Stone, for inviting me out recently to play. I look forward to supporting it as well.
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Another election commitment made at the recent state election was $50,000 for the Rockingham Bowling Club to
install LED lighting over a bowling green. Again, this is a fantastic club in the electorate. It is really thriving. It is
quite close to the foreshore, so it sees a lot of opportunities ahead in providing night-time competitions. I have
been pleased to work with secretary, Robin Bridle, and president, Ash McMahon, on this commitment, which I
believe is being delivered as we speak.

Another commitment was $23,000 to Cycling Without Age to deliver an additional trishaw bike to be piloted by
volunteers. I want to thank community captain, Deb Wall, for bringing me the request and working with me on
this commitment. It is a great local club that goes out on the foreshore and provides rides for people with disabilities
or aged people who might not be able to experience the jetties and the foreshore in the capacity that they might
like. I am told that this new trishaw bike is world class. It is the only one in Western Australia and was shipped
over from the east coast. It is now being put to great use by the club. It also goes to local aged-care facilities and
takes some of the residents for rides around local lakes and things. It is a great club that I am pleased to support.

We heard a lot from the member for Darling Range about the growth of BMX and the importance of supporting
it. One of my commitments was $110,000 to deliver track upgrades for the Rockingham BMX Club. I want to
thank its executive secretaries Chantelle and Carine for working with me on this commitment. The club is growing
and the sport is attracting more and more young people. It is important that they are able to do the sport safely,
which means having access to a quality track that is not full of potholes and has appropriate edging. I have been
pleased to deliver that commitment and I believe it is working with the department now on getting those funds
executed as soon as possible so that it can host some upcoming state trials and championships.

Another commitment I made was $75,000 for the Safety Bay Stingers and the other the clubs that use Stan Twight
Reserve for the purchase and installation of a scoreboard. I want to thank the club's president, Jo Croft. She has
been a great advocate for the club. She has invited me down many times. I am pleased that we are going to be
supporting them with this new infrastructure, particularly given the upgrades at its reserve recently.

The Safety Bay Tennis Club is another fantastic club in Rockingham. Under president Terry Fraser, it has been
working with me on a commitment of $160,000, which will be put towards the project to improve disability access
and make necessary upgrades to the kitchen and change rooms. That is pretty common in Rockingham. A lot of
our infrastructure is really old and has served our community well for a long time, but it is appropriate that we
now put some money into making these facilities fit for purpose in the modern age. I am glad to have made this
commitment and I look forward to working with the club to roll it out. I just wanted to put on the record that
Wayne Arnott is an incredible wheelchair tennis player at the Safety Bay Tennis Club. He has always loved tennis.
He took up the wheelchair version of the sport after his first leg amputation 12 years ago. He is now a wheelchair
tennis champion, having won the national over-35s competition in Melbourne. He thinks that the wheelchair
competition in WA is not enough of a challenge for him, so this year, he was the first wheelchair athlete to play in
the able-bodied state pennants competition. He is an amazing player. Currently, he is not able to access the change
rooms at his local club, the Safety Bay Tennis Club, because of its outdated design. I am really excited to be
working with the club on delivering that improved access.

Another small election commitment that I made was $75,000 to the Rockingham Rams Football Club for the
purchase and installation of an electronic scoreboard similar to the one for the Safety Bay Stingers. [ want to thank
its president, Trent Fitzpatrick, for working with me on that project. Another amazing upgrade is in the pipeline
for its home ground at Anniversary Park. I will talk more about that a bit later.

Another small commitment I made was $15,000 for the Rockingham Raptors Teeball Association to purchase new
Tee-Ball Association accredited bats and bases to improve safety for the players as well as gazebos for sun
protection. That was brought to me by Michael Erba, the club treasurer. That commitment is already signed, sealed
and delivered. It has purchased that new equipment, which is being put to great use every weekend as the juniors
season is underway. Again, I am proud to be able to support clubs like this that provide a home for kids in our
region to participate in the sport they love.

The final small election commitment that I made in the sports space was $20,000 to the Warnbro Strikers to
purchase new club equipment and whitegoods for the canteen, such as a deep fryer and a coffee machine, so that
they can make a little bit more revenue. The founder and club president, Kevin Duggan, is a stalwart of that club.
He was the club president when I was playing at five years old, and he is still the president now. I want to thank
him for his continued commitment to that club and for working with me on this commitment.

Finally, while we are on the subject of sports and entertainment, I thought it was also worth including that I made
a $40,000 commitment to the Rockingham Theatre Company for new lighting. The Rockingham Theatre Company
is a fantastic little venue in Rockingham run entirely by volunteers and its president, Alison Gibson. New LED
lighting and rig will improve safety and enhance the visitor experience at the theatre. I am looking forward to
going there next week to see its inaugural youth theatre performance of The Wizard of Oz.

They are all the small commitments that I have made in Rockingham. As I said, we are a sports-mad community.
There are many clubs in and just outside of my electorate boundaries that are also well loved by the people in my
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community. I am a sponsor of many of these clubs. I am always proud to support them in their programs, which
mean so much to players and families. Sporting participants in any capacity, be it coaches, players, referees or
volunteers, often relate community sport to their own journey of personal development, and through this
participation, they can obtain the life skills and self confidence that go way beyond the pitch or court. We also
know that the camaraderie and mentorship within community sport and clubs serves as a protective barrier against
antisocial behaviour by keeping kids busy and teaching them pride in their community. Centres such as the
Rockingham Police and Community Youth Centre give disadvantaged children and young people a place to go
where they can feel at home, make friends and, of course, play a sport while fostering harmonious, safer and more
resilient communities.

Recently, I joined the Rockingham PCYC Gymnastics Club for its annual trophy presentation. It was incredible
and at times really heart-stopping to see the performances of the students. That club is going from strength to
strength, with approximately 150 new members in 2025. Their skills have clearly been thriving under the guidance
of head coach Merry Gillespie. I want to say well done to all the award winners and coaches on a fantastic season
and a special congratulations to my family friend Alliana Rivas, who won the Junior Outstanding Performance
award.

On top of all the amazing clubs I have already mentioned, Rockingham is also home to some incredibly high-
achieving sports stars. I have been proud to support and sponsor some of these local talents to achieve their dreams.
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge some of the local talents who I have sponsored in 2025.

(Member's time extended.)

Mrs Magenta Marshall: I have a short list here. Callan Patrick, who plays basketball for the KBC Paladins,
travelled to Singapore for the annual Singapore Cup, representing Australia and, of course, Rockingham. Heather
Fielding and Aleigha Auld, who are both baseball players for the West Coast Rays, travelled interstate for the
Australian Women's and Youth Women's Championship. Aleigha Auld is a strong talent in baseball and won the
Golden Bat award. Scarlett Skelton, who is a soccer player, travelled to Sydney recently to represent Western
Australia in the WA Dreamtime Spirit Aboriginal women's soccer team. I was pleased to support her. She attends
the football program at Safety Bay Senior High School. I know she has a bright future ahead of her in the sport.

Finally, in dance, I have had the privilege of supporting Lilli Wren and Bella Moore, who are travelling to
Disneyland with their dance school, Bec Leeson Dance Academy, in the coming months. While talking about Bec
Leeson Dance Academy, I thought this might be a really unique opportunity to put on the record that Abbey Ryan,
one of the coaches there who is a good friend of mine, had her first baby last week, little Billie Mae Ryan. I want
to congratulate and send my best wishes to Abbey and her husband Tom Ryan on the birth of their beautiful girl.

Finally, the most recent sports star in Rockingham who I have been able to sponsor is Sam Render, who is a
CrossFitter from my gym, Injustice Crossfit. Sam is a 14-year-old athlete who travelled to Brisbane earlier this
year to participate in the Torian Pro, a competition that combined athletes from within Oceania, in which he was
successful in beating the New Zealanders and fellow Australians to represent Australia at the CrossFit Games in
America. Sam placed 27th in the end in what was a very tough competition. Given he was a first-timer, I know he
has a very bright future ahead of him in the sport.

Moving on now, I want to talk a little bit about projects that I had the privilege of opening last month. As I said,
Rockingham has a long history of thriving sporting clubs and strong local participation. A lot of these clubs have
existed for decades and, as a result, their facilities are dated and no longer fit for purpose in some instances.
Rockingham clubs have moved out of the area on occasions to where new facilities have been built nearby, such
as the Rockingham City Football Club, the Rockingham Redbacks Hockey Club, the Rockingham Rugby Club as
well as others. They have all moved to the Lark Hill sporting complex facility 15 minutes away in Secret Harbour,
which was delivered by Mark McGowan.

As the local member, strengthening my local sporting clubs and improving access for kids growing up in
Rockingham, like I did, is really important to me. I know that investing in sporting infrastructure is great for local
communities and generates benefits that extend far beyond the sports field. This investment creates economic
prosperity, productivity and local job opportunities, and plays a key role in strengthening our local tourism,
hospitality, retail and cultural and arts sectors. Meeting the growing demands of the sports-mad Rockingham
residents is one of my priorities. I acknowledge that there are many more clubs to go, but as a government we
know the important role that sport and recreation plays in enabling our communities to thrive.

Recently I had the fantastic opportunity to join the City of Rockingham for the opening of the new Stan Twight
Reserve facilities. Through the Department of Creative Industries, Tourism and Sport's Community Sporting and
Recreation Facilities Fund, the WA government contributed funding of $1 million towards that project. These new
facilities were built for the Safety Bay Stingers Football Club, which I mentioned earlier, the Rockingham Rams
Masters Football Club and the Shoalwater Bay Cricket and Sporting Club to provide a welcoming and inclusive
environment for all members and visitors. As a little girl, after trying Little Athletics, I gave hockey a go as my
first team sport at Stan Twight back when it was home to the Rockingham Redbacks. I played a season there before
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I realised that hockey was not for me. That was about 25 years ago. Until now, the facilities had not changed much.
They became outdated and they were not fit to support the community's growing needs. As part of this recent
project, the outdated 30-year-old pavilion was demolished and replaced with a contemporary social pavilion,
featuring kitchen and bar facilities, clubrooms and storage. A new change room building was also constructed,
providing four gender-neutral change rooms, an umpires' change room, a first aid room and an externally accessible
universal toilet to support inclusive and community-friendly use. The project also delivered new floodlighting
upgrades to 150 lux on the main oval to meet the increased demand for training due to the growing membership.
It will also enable the fixture of evening competitions. The renewed facilities have been designed to boost
accessibility, inclusivity and community safety. The facility is not just for club members; it is part of a key venue
that supports the recreational and sporting needs of the local community, and school and social groups. I thank the
City of Rockingham for delivering this great project. It is state of the art. The change rooms are nicer than some
restaurant bathrooms members might go to. They are world class. I think that is what the community deserves.

I will also acknowledge the hard work and resilience of some groups. When we build these new facilities, it often
means there is a bit of disruption. I acknowledge that the last season was challenging for the Safety Bay Stingers
Football Club, the Rockingham Rams Masters Football Club and the Shoalwater Bay Cricket and Sporting Club,
but I believe that the new facilities more than make up for that.

Another project that we are delivering locally is the upgrades to Anniversary Park. Again through the CSRFF
program, we are delivering more than $1 million to that City of Rockingham project. Anniversary Park is home to
the Rockingham Rams Masters Football Club, which has more than 600 members. It has inclusive teams and a
strong focus on women and girls. The new change rooms for that project will deliver new change rooms that can
meet those growing needs. The draft detailed design has been completed and construction is expected to begin this
year, with completion in 2026-27.

With the time left I am going to talk a little bit about pathways. As we have heard from some members, there has
been growing support for women and girls participation in sport. I cannot help but think that going back, if such
options were provided to me, I might have taken up sport while going through university in my early adult years.
Unfortunately, to be a woman in sport at that time meant being involved predominantly in social leagues, which
meant I made the decision to work in hospitality on weekends instead and make some extra money. In that regard,
I think it is really important that we invest in facilities in our schools so that schoolkids who want to take up those
pathways can do so in an environment that they deserve. As with many things in Rockingham, our school facilities
can be older and some are becoming outdated. That is why I am pleased to be delivering one of the biggest
redevelopment projects in my electorate, which is $60 million for the Rockingham Senior High School
redevelopment and $40 million for Safety Bay Senior High School redevelopment.

Rockingham Senior High School opened in 1971—more than 50 years ago—and is home to specialist basketball,
netball and rugby league programs, which are thriving. In November at the NRL WA's schoolboys grand final,
Rockingham Senior High School took out a clean sweep. Its three teams in years 8, 9 and 10 won gold in all three
finals, often winning by more than 10 points. The year 10 team won by 40—4, which was a big thumping. I want
to put on the record how proud I am of them. Rugby league is a growing sport in WA and I am really excited for
the welcoming of the Perth Bears.

Another school I will mention is Safety Bay Senior High School. It was built and opened in 1978, which is almost
50 years ago. It is home to our strong football program and the cheer-dance program, which is a nationally
recognised elite program. The redevelopment of those two schools will deliver new sports halls, change rooms,
toilets and gymnasiums as well as replace a synthetic soccer pitch and external court. I am really excited to deliver
on those projects so that the kids growing up in Rockingham, like I did, will have access to world-class facilities.

Before I wrap up, noting that it is now after 12:00 pm so the second Ashes match will have started in Brisbane, I
thought that I might quickly talk a little bit about cricket. Recently, the magnificent parliamentary cricket team
took on the media in the annual press versus Parliament match. I want to correct the record about some of the
things that have been shared in the house about that match. I have the cricket score book from the game that was
tabled in our last week of sitting. I love to watch cricket, but I cannot read this for the life of me and I do not really
know where to begin, but I definitely was not the best bowler, and I think the records show that! I think I was the
best beginner bowler—the best noob—but I am very grateful to have received that award. As members know, the
Parliament team won. It was a great result under captain Hon Steve Martin from the other place, as well as few
other honourable members, including Hon Philip Scott, Hon Andrew O'Donnell, Hon Rob Horstman, Hon Dr
Parwinder Kaur, Hon Anthony Spagnolo and Hon Tim Clifford. As members can see, there was strong
representation from the other place. Some parliamentary staff also participated, including Darren Seet from the
Legislative Assembly, who is a great cricketer, and the Sergeant-at-Arms, Thomas Moorhead, who actually caught
and bowled Hamish Hastie from the press team. I just wanted to make sure that it was on the record that I do not
think I was the best bowler. Thomas did a great job. Other staff on the Parliament team included Matt O'Keefe,
who works for Minister Hammat and who made the time to join us amidst what has been a very gruelling and
intense time for him in the other place with the passing of the surrogacy reforms. We were also joined by Daniel
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Coombs from the member for Riverton's electorate office. I thank the Acting Speaker (Ms Sook Yee Lai) for the
opportunity to contribute to this bill. I am clearly sports mad. I love to talk about it and there is a lot happening in
the Rockingham electorate that I am very proud of.

Mrs Michelle Maynard (Swan Hills) (12:37 pm): I rise today to speak in strong support of the Sports and
Entertainment Trust Bill 2025. For the people of Swan Hills, whether they are in Ellenbrook or our young players
running out in Aveley, our riders who are training in Brigadoon or junior teams kicking the footy in Bullsbrook,
sport is not just an extracurricular activity; it is the heart of how we connect, it is how we raise confident kids, it
is how new families connect and find their place in our growing suburbs, and it is how our rural communities from
Upper Swan to Gidgegannup strengthen their resilience, especially after tough years and seasons. This bill
modernises the governance capability and financial management of the Sports and Entertainment Trust. That is a
practical step that will help us keep delivering the facilities, programs and opportunities that our communities
need.

I will be honest, just like the member for Rockingham, I am a massive sports fan. I am happy to announce to the
house that Mitchell Starc got another batsman out in his first over. England is two down in the second game of the
Ashes. It is very exciting. I swear that I am doing work while getting updates! I am a massive sports fan, whether
as an enthusiastic sports watcher or a cheerleader, whether I am cheering on the Scorchers or getting updates on
the Ashes or backing my beloved Eagles—that has tested my patience for the last couple of years. I am always
there. My favourite games to watch, though, are the ones involving my own kids, who, thankfully, did not inherit
their mum's lack of skill in the sporting arena. My weekends at the moment are filled with T-ball and cricket for
my son. For my daughter, I want to give a special shout-out to Charlotte, Georgia and Giselle, who were the runner-
up state champions for level 6 acrobatics a couple of weekends ago. I am incredibly proud of their hard work and
resilience and the skills they displayed to achieve that—I could not be prouder.

The messaging is that sport matters. It brings our communities together. It builds not just athletic skills, but
personal ones of resilience, teamwork, confidence and belonging. For children, it is where they learn to be part of
something bigger than themselves. It is where friendships form, where character is shaped and where they find
their tribe. For adults, sport is just as important. It is a lifeline for mental health, a space to break a sweat, to switch
off from the pressures of daily life and to stay connected, which is why I am immensely proud to be able to back
our sporting communities as part of my election commitments. I spoke in my inaugural speech about the tough
time that I had at school growing up. I attribute a lot of that and my loneliness to the fact that my family could not
afford for me to do sports outside of school. School was an incredibly lonely place for me. When my family could
not afford for me to do dance anymore, I did not have that outside community. That is why I find sport so important.
If kids are having a tough time at school, they can go and find their friendship groups elsewhere, somewhere with
a common interest or a common goal.

My husband, who would attest that he is the most antisocial person one could ever meet, knows somebody
wherever we go because he would have played football with them growing up, or he plays indoor cricket with
them now, or he played outdoor cricket with them before. It is a way of connecting people and that is why I back
sport so much, whether it is including my kids, supporting our local sporting communities through this new role,
being the treasurer of our local junior footy club or being the treasurer on the Metro Central Regional Development
Council, which is the board that sits between the West Australian Football Commission and the junior footy clubs
underneath the Swan and East Perth districts.

Sporting matters to our kids, our adults and our communities, and that is why I am so incredibly proud to be able
to make commitments to those in the Swan Hills region, which I want to talk a little about. The big one that was
asked for and had been waited on for so long was the $2.5 million upgrade to the Ellenbrook District Open Space,
one of the most heavily used sporting precincts in the entire region. Anyone, like me, who has spent many a
Saturday morning there, when we are suiting up for the mighty Ellenbrook Dockers, standing shoulder to shoulder
with hundreds of parents from Ellenbrook, Aveley and The Vines, knows why this investment is so important. It
is not just a local oval; it is the beating heart of sport in our northern suburbs. For many years, the clubs were
saying the same thing: "Numbers are exploding. We love that families want to join us, especially the families of
our girls' and women's programs, but we're at breaking point and we don't have the space for the infrastructure."
Our girls' teams are growing rapidly and need better facilities and that is what this commitment will achieve. I also
want to give a shout-out to our federal member for Hasluck, Tania Lawrence, who will be contributing another
$2.5 million towards this project. That means, with the City of Swan, we have $7.5 million for renovations and a
new building program to expand these facilities. This upgrade is about easing that pressure and modernising
amenities that meet the needs of a community that has tripled in size in two decades. Most importantly, it means
clubs like the Ellenbrook Dockers, the Ellenbrook Eels, the Ellenbrook Rangers and the community groups that
also use EDOS will finally have the facilities that match their professionalism and passion. That is what delivery
looks like—meeting growth with investment and meeting community need with government action. I am so proud
that I was able to make this election commitment alongside the Premier at Ellenbrook District Open Space.
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Moving west across the electorate to the Swan Valley, I made a commitment of $50,000 to the Swan Athletic
Sporting and Community Club for a long-awaited kitchen upgrade. Some might hear "kitchen upgrade" and think
it is a small thing or not at all related to sports, but anyone who has spent time at community sporting clubs,
particularly in the Swan Valley, knows that the kitchen is possibly the engine room of club spirit. It is where
parents come to warm up after a winter morning meet. It is where volunteers keep the club running. It is where a
thriving business that spends hours providing food for the community spends their time. I have spoken to that
committee, which has spent hours cooking in facilities that were built back in the 1950s and were not built for the
demand it faces today. That upgrade has been delivered. I got to open that and I am so thrilled that it is going to
help one of the biggest clubs within the Swan Valley. A modernised kitchen will serve those families for the next
generation. I was so pleased to tour those facilities just a couple of weeks ago. They look amazing and the club is
so excited for what lies ahead.

Just around the corner, I committed another $50,000 to the Swan Valley Sporting and Community Club for
urgently needed car park upgrades. On paper, this might look like another infrastructure project, but any valley
resident knows that this club is more than the building; it is where communities come together.

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders.
MIKE ADAMS—TRIBUTE
Statement

Ms Libby Mettam (Vasse—Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (12:45 pm): I pay tribute to one of Busselton's
finest sporting and community legends. Mike Adams came to Busselton in 1954 from Bridgetown and, over the
next seven decades, he gained enormous respect and gratitude for his huge contribution to the community. Mike
is remembered as an outstanding footballer who played in two premierships with Busselton in the South West
Football League, retiring with an outstanding 253 league appearances. Mike umpired hundreds of junior matches
and was the chief organiser of the Superules Club. His involvement in football spanned 70 years. Cricket was
Mike's other great sporting love, playing with skill and total commitment at local, association and Country Week
levels. He served as president and held office for his club and the Busselton Margaret River Cricket Association
for many years. Indicating his all-round ability, he was also the men's singles champion at the Busselton Tennis
Club and played and umpired basketball.

Mike was an inaugural member of the Rising Sports Star committee, which awards promising young athletes for
their success, talent and dedication. He was a mentor for many young people in sport and life over the years. Mike
was a long-term Apex Club member, contributing to years of fundraising and supporting worthwhile community
causes. Initially working for an electrical store, Mike then successfully moved to real estate where he helped
countless people across both professions. Many people owe their start to house and property ownership in this area
to his astute and professional advice. Mike was also a dedicated family man with wife, Laurita, and leaves behind
children Peter, Grant and Felicity with their families.

Vale, Mike Adams.
ORTHO SISTAS—MACA CANCER 200 RIDE FOR THE PERKINS
Statement

Mr Yaz Mubarakai (Oakford—Parliamentary Secretary) (12:47 pm): I rise today to highlight the incredible
work of the cycling team Ortho Sistas. Since 2014, the Ortho Sistas have participated in the annual MACA Cancer
200 Ride for the Perkins, a 200-kilometre fundraising bike ride to fund cancer research at Western Australia's
Harry Perkins Institute of Medical Research. This year it reached an extraordinary milestone; it has raised a
cumulative total of $1 million!

On 4 October, the riders kicked off from South Perth. The route took them all the way to Mandurah for an overnight
stay. Then they went all the way back to Optus Stadium. From my experience of completing this ride with the
team, half in 2021 and the full ride in 2022, I remember how arduous the journey can be for anyone doing it for
the first time. The sense of community that I felt riding alongside the Ortho Sistas is unmatched and I could not
have completed the journey without their support. I wear this medal very proudly.

Cancer has devastating effects on our families and communities. I congratulate all the riders for their dedication
and hard work in the fight to end cancer for good. I would like to give a shout-out to team captain Suzanne Philpot,
and the other riders who are present alongside her in the Speaker's gallery today: Sarah Kennedy, Stephanie Moore,
David Philpot, Raveesh John, Princy Skariah, Victor Powell, Victor Powell, Graham Morrow, Anne O'Leary,
Patrick O'Leary, Sam Gibson, David Carter, Jeanne Young, Wendy Ensell and Brian Ensell. Thank you.
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MID-WEST ELECTORATE—CHRISTMAS PRESENTS
Statement

Mr Shane Love (Mid-West—Leader of the Nationals WA) (12:49 pm): Dear Santa, Shane Love here, member
for Mid-West. I know you are flat out at this time of year, so I will keep this brief—well, as brief as I can be when
my electorate is twice the size of Victoria! I have tried very hard to be good this year, even when the government
made it extremely difficult to do so, so I am hoping you might be able to deliver a few Christmas miracles. First
of all, could we please get some reliable power in the Mid West? Every summer we have blackout after blackout,
and it would be nice if the Christmas turkey was the only thing getting cooked this summer.

Second, it is time for the government to reinstate maternity services in Carnarvon. They have been closed since
2022, leaving hundreds of women and their families with no choice but to travel long distances to give birth. Mary
and Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem, but, in 2025, no family should have to travel that far. Next, can we get the
Murchison school dental van back on the road? Kids in Mount Magnet, Yalgoo and Meekatharra have now waited
over two years for a check-up, which is simply unacceptable in a state as wealthy as Western Australia. Also, while
you are flying over the Gascoyne, could you check in on Rex Airlines? You manage to keep to schedule and you
are using reindeer. It would be great if Rex could catch up sometimes, because people from Carnarvon and Shark
Bay are dealing with cancellations, delays and chaos.

Next, could you please check in on the fishers and businesses from Dongara to Guilderton that have been
blindsided by Labor's ban on demersal fishing? While you are at it, make sure the Gascoyne does not get smashed
with fishers from the south. Also, with the busy summer period ahead on the roads and on the water, the Mid West
still does not have a rescue helicopter. We are the largest population area in WA without coverage. A chopper
would save lives on our roads, along our coast and in remote communities. Finally, regional WA deserves a fair
go. So, Santa, could you please restore Royalties for Regions to what it was when the Nationals were in
government? We have all been very patient—probably too patient. Thank you, Santa.

WATTLE HOUSE—MADDINGTON
Statement

Ms Colleen Egan (Thornlie) (12:51 pm): To continue the theme in a slightly different way, I rise on the last
scheduled sitting day of the year to inform the house of a Christmas tale in my electorate—one that has a happy
ending. I will explain. Each Friday, the good people at Mission Australia's Wattle House in Maddington, along
with their volunteers, provide a nutritious barbecue for those in need. It is the best meal of the week and a chance
to access homeless services and the food bank. It was at one of these barbecues that I learned that Mission Australia
had lost its funding for its annual Christmas program, which includes food hampers and a big festive lunch at
which children and teenagers receive presents. Christmas would be cancelled, and the staff were distraught. But
then I had a chance meeting with CDC Data Centres, a company that is building a data storage facility in the
Maddington industrial area. I informed CDC of Mission Australia's plight and asked if it could help. I am delighted
to inform the house that, yesterday, the founder of CDC, Greg Boorer, wrote a cheque for $25,000 for the
Christmas program to go ahead. Today, the staff and volunteers at Wattle House are overjoyed. They are planning
to pack hampers and wrap presents. It is not a lot of money for CDC, but this act of philanthropy means so much.
As the local member, I hope this is the first of many collaborations with successful businesses in the Maddington
precinct to benefit that community. Merry Christmas to everyone in the Thornlie electorate, including those who
are doing it tough this year, and especially to the many wonderful organisations and the kind staff and generous
volunteers who support them.

CARINE CATS BALL CLUB
Statement

Mr Liam Staltari (Carine) (12:53 pm): I rise to recognise the Carine Cats Ball Club and wish it all the best for
the baseball, softball and tee-ball seasons that are now underway. In our community, the Cats is very special. From
its humble origins in a meeting at Davallia Primary School way back in 1979, it has grown into a genuine
powerhouse. It is among the biggest ball clubs in Australia. In fact, it may even be the biggest. It is rare to have a
club that seamlessly integrates those three different ball games, but it does it so well. As a result, it gives players
the chance to grow and learn over many years.

In October, it was my privilege to help launch their seasons. Each of them was different in its own way, but they
are all part of the Cats family. Tee-ball packed Carine Open Space with hundreds of excited kids all in different
colours with their parents watching on, while baseball began with a reflection on the life of club and baseball
legend Greg Jelks. Many parents who grew up playing with the Cats are now helping out as volunteers and
watching their kids play as well. That is nearly 50 years of teaching good sportsmanship, building community and
encouraging good health across the generations. That is the best thing about the Cats. It really is part of the fabric
of our community. It supports so many families and gives so much back.
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In closing, I want to wish all the Cats the best on the pitch. Enjoy the game, the friends you make and every
opportunity that being part of this amazing club gives you because it is just another reason why we are so lucky to
live where we do. I look forward to supporting the Cats in the new year ahead.

HUMAN EXCELLENCE PROJECT
Statement

Ms Caitlin Collins (Hillarys—Parliamentary Secretary) (12:54 pm): I rise today to acknowledge a grassroots
initiative in the Hillarys electorate: the Human Excellence Project. It was founded by Paul Holliday in September
2018 and is supported by a small, dedicated team of volunteers, including wonderful Padbury local Joe Brennan.
What they have created is truly something special. Its purpose is simple but powerful: to reconnect people to
themselves, to each other and to nature. The group helps people strengthen connections and improve mental and
emotional wellbeing through practical, inclusive activities such as ocean dips, meditation, movement, breathwork
and group workshops. Each week, the group goes for early morning ocean dips at a local beach, often bringing
hundreds of people together, which has become its signature ritual.

I want to highlight one of its most extraordinary recent achievements: the Ride of Our Lives. Finishing at Pinnaroo
Point, six riders cycled nearly 4,000 kilometres from Sydney to Perth. They did this to raise awareness and funds
for men's mental health and suicide prevention, which is an issue that touches too many families. Each rider faced
immense physical and mental challenges, yet they remained committed to their mission every single day and on
every part of the journey because they knew their effort could spark conversations and remind men they are not
alone. For anyone who has visited Yagan Square recently, they may have walked through the stunning illuminated
tunnel in the Christmas Lights Trail. This installation was created by its members to raise funds for its worthy
causes.

The Human Excellence Project shows us the incredible things that can happen when community members step up
and lead with heart. They are changing lives, destigmatising mental health challenges and bringing people together
in ways that strengthen our entire community.

BUSHFIRE—GERALDTON
MID WEST CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUSINESS EXCELLENCE AWARDS

Statement

Mrs Kirrilee Warr (Geraldton) (12:56 pm): In the wake of the emergency-level bushfire in Geraldton, I want to
extend my sincerest thanks to every frontline and behind the scenes worker who stepped up when our community
needed them most. To our volunteer and career firefighters—especially the farmers who put down tools during the
busy harvest period—volunteers, police, State Emergency Service crews, and St John responders: your courage
on the ground kept people safe and homes protected under enormously difficult conditions. You put yourselves in
harm's way without hesitation, and our community is stronger because of you.

To the teams working tirelessly behind the scenes—the City of Greater Geraldton staff, the emergency
coordination centre, evacuation centre volunteers, communications officers, ABC Midwest and Wheatbelt
broadcasters and support workers—your organisation, calm, and commitment ensured people had somewhere safe
to go, information they could trust, and the help they needed in real time.

My thoughts are also with Nick Morgan and his partner, Lyn, who have completely lost their home and belongings,
and with others who have suffered severe property damage, some who have homes now unliveable. Your
community stands with you. Geraldton pulls together in tough moments, and this week has shown that spirit at its
best. On behalf of our community, thank you for your dedication, your professionalism and your heart.

The Mid West Chamber of Commerce Business Excellence Awards are also a highlight on the Geraldton calendar,
and last Saturday was no exception. These awards celebrate the innovation, resilience and community spirit that
defines businesses across Geraldton and the wider Mid-West. Our local operators, large and small, continue to
show what regional enterprises can achieve when passion meets hard work, whether it is driving local jobs,
supporting our sporting clubs or backing community initiatives. I want to congratulate all nominees and finalists.
Your commitment to excellence lifts our whole region and inspires the next generation of business leaders.

RELIGIOUS LEADERS MORNING TEA
Statement

Mr Frank Paolino (Mount Lawley) (12:59 pm): Recently I had the privilege of hosting a morning tea with
religious leaders from my community in the Aboriginal People's Gallery at Parliament House. This gathering was
organised with a clear purpose—to foster open dialogue, strengthen relationships and build deeper understanding
across our diverse congregations.

I was honoured to be joined by the Attorney General and Minister for Multicultural Interests, Dr Tony Buti MLA,
whose ongoing commitment to supporting multicultural and interfaith engagement encourages the realisation of
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our vision and goal of achieving a more harmonious and better connected community framework. I acknowledge
the presence of His Grace Bishop Elpidios of Perth, representing the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia;
Rabbi Captain Dan Lieberman, the Chief Rabbi of the Perth Hebrew Congregation; Rabbi Kim Ettlinger from the
Temple David Congregation; Reverand Father Stanko Jovanowski; Reverend Father Stojan Peshovski; Ministers
Kim and Stephen Francis; Father Mariusz Grzech; Senior Pastor Jason Hemsley; Father Greg Burke and Craig
Anderson.

Their presence highlighted the importance of unity and collaboration among faith communities in Western
Australia. Our discussion focused on shared values, community resilience and opportunities to work together to
support harmony and inclusion. This morning tea was an important step in strengthening ties between religious
groups and with the community ensuring all communities feel heard, supported, and represented. I look forward
to continuing these conversations and building on this positive foundation.

Sitting suspended from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY CHAMBER—PHOTOGRAPHER ACCESS
PARLIAMENTARY HANDBOOK

Statement

The Speaker (Mr Stephen Price) (2:00 pm): Members, I have approved the presence of a photographer at the
ground floor thresholds for the first 20 minutes of question time today.

I also remind members that if you have not already done so, please review the biographical page for the upcoming
new edition of The Western Australian Parliamentary Handbook and return it to the Legislative Assembly Office
today. If you have misplaced the copy that was distributed earlier this week, please see one of the parliamentary
officers for a replacement.

SIMONE DE BEEN
WENDY CHAMBERS

The Speaker (Mr Stephen Price) (2:01 pm): On behalf of the member for Kalgoorlie, I welcome Simone de Been,
the CEO of the Kalgoorlie—Boulder Chamber of Commerce and Industry. On behalf of the member for Central
Wheatbelt, I welcome Wendy Chambers from Northam.

JOVITA HOGAN—RETIREMENT
Statement

The Speaker (Mr Stephen Price) (2:01 pm): I have one further announcement. I acknowledge the presence in
the gallery of Jovita Hogan, who, after 25 years of service with the Legislative Assembly, is retiring at the end of
this year. Jovita commenced work as a parliamentary officer in July 2000 in what was then referred to as the papers
office. In the following year, Jovita moved to the newly established committee office as a research officer, a
position she has held since that date. Jovita has worked across most of the committees of the Assembly and is
known for her unflappable approach and her extensive corporate knowledge. She will be missed by members and
colleagues alike. We thank her for her service and wish her all the very best. Thanks, Jovita.

(Applause.)
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
The Speaker: That brings us to question time.
VENUESWEST CONTRACT—EASTSIDE CONCRETE
716. Mr Basil Zempilas to the Premier:

I refer to the "cash for Coffin Cheaters" scandal. Can the Premier confirm, as his police minister said to the media
this morning, that the government simply asks contractors whether they are a criminal or they associate with
organised crime gangs, and then only takes their word for it before engaging their services?

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Members!

Mr Reece Whitby interjected.

The Speaker: Minister!

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Minister! Minister, thank you. Members!
Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Members! A couple of deep breaths. Premier.
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Mr Roger Cook replied:

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Obviously, taxpayer money should not go to businesses that are run by hardened
criminals, and that is why our government introduced the toughest anti-bikie laws in the country. We take this
matter very seriously. I am advised that VenuesWest will seek formal advice from the Western Australia Police
Force on this matter and I will wait for that process to conclude before making any further comment.

717. Mr Basil Zempilas to the Premier:

I have a supplementary question. To ensure that public funds are not going into the pockets of companies associated
with organised crime gangs, will the Premier order—

Mr Mark Folkard: Preamble! Preamble!
The Speaker: Thank you. Sorry, Leader of the Opposition, just wait, please.
Member for Burns Beach, thank you for that interjection. We do not need it, even though you were correct.
Mr Mark Folkard: Burns Beach doesn't exist!
The Speaker: Mindarie, sorry!
Leader of the Opposition, supplementary questions do not have preamble. Just ask the question, please.
Mr Basil Zempilas: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
Will the Premier order an urgent review into government procurement practices?
Mr Roger Cook replied:
As I said, we will continue to investigate this situation—
Several members interjected.
The Speaker: Members of the opposition!
Mr Roger Cook: Just settle, kids! We will look into this situation and get to the bottom of it.
Visitors

The Speaker: Member for Scarborough, just before I give you the call, on behalf of the member for Darling
Range, I acknowledge in the Speaker's gallery today the teachers and student leaders of Byford Secondary College.
Welcome.

ASSISTED REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGY AND SURROGACY ACT
718. Mr Stuart Aubrey to the Premier:

I refer to the Cook Labor government's commitment to creating more inclusive communities.

(D Can the Premier update the house on the recent passage of the Assisted Reproductive Technology and
Surrogacy Act 20257
2) Can the Premier also advise what this means for Western Australians who want the opportunity to start

the families they have been dreaming of?
Mr Roger Cook replied:

I thank the member for Scarborough for his question. I also thank the member for the powerful contribution that
he made in this debate when the bill passed the Legislative Assembly. He said in his contribution:

This legislation is not just a legal change that removes barriers to access surrogacy in WA; it is a shift in
what I can even imagine for my future.

Those succinct words summarise why the WA Labor government sought to change laws around who can and
cannot be a parent.

The passing of the Assisted Reproductive Technology and Surrogacy Act 2025 closes another chapter in Western
Australia's march towards equality. It is for any Western Australian who has ever been told that they do not belong.
It is for anyone who has ever been denied the right to build a family because of who they are, how they identify or
who they love. It is for anyone who wants a state community that is fair, safe, inclusive and compassionate. At
their core, these laws will make it easier for Western Australians to start to grow their families. They will open
IVF and surrogacy to same-sex couples, intersex and transgender people and singles, and they will bring WA into
line with other jurisdictions including Victoria, South Australia, New South Wales, the Australian Capital Territory
and Queensland.

The member for Scarborough is just one of the thousands of voices that have contributed to this topic over many
years, but there are so many others, like Paul Hadfield-Jia of Rainbow Families who spoke to Nadia Mitsopoulos
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on ABC radio this morning about what this means to his family. Mr Hadfield-Jia described his elation over these
laws passing. It means that both he and his husband will be legally recognised as the parents of both their children,
who were born via surrogacy overseas. Their children, Samantha and Harrison, were born overseas because the
option was not available in Western Australia. Our new laws tear down the unnecessary barriers that stood in the
path of prospective parents. The legislation modernises access to fertility treatment, surrogacy, genetic testing and
donor information. It cuts red tape and opens doors that should never have been closed in the first place. It reflects
the simple truth—that loves makes a family.

I thank members in the house for their constructive and respectful contributions during this debate and for helping
provide a future of hope for thousands of Western Australians.

VENUESWEST CONTRACT—EASTSIDE CONCRETE
719. Mr Peter Rundle to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

Firstly, on behalf of everyone in Parliament and especially the member for Albany, I acknowledge the family of
Mark Adams, whom we know well, from Woogenellup, which is near Mount Barker, who has not been found
alive after a fishing trip. I acknowledge his wife, Heather, and their children at this sad time. It has been a rough
week in the regions.

My question is to the Minister for Sport and Recreation. I refer to the "cash for Coffin Cheaters" scandal.

€)) How is it possible that VenuesWest awarded a major contract to this company when even the most basic
due diligence such as a simple Google search would have revealed the company's clear links to the Coffin
Cheaters?

(2) Has the contract with VenuesWest been cancelled, and if not, why not?

Ms Rita Saffioti replied:

As the Premier outlined, VenuesWest is seeking advice from the Western Australia Police Force in relation to the
nature of that relationship, and VenuesWest will then act after receiving the advice from WA police.

720. Mr Peter Rundle to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

I have a supplementary question. What due diligence did VenuesWest do before awarding the contract?
Ms Rita Saffioti replied:

VenuesWest does some checks, but as I said in relation to the—

Mr Shane Love interjected.

The Speaker: Members! Leader of the National Party!

Ms Rita Saffioti: This is the opposition that has come in—

Mr Shane Love interjected.

Ms Rita Saffioti: This is the opposition that has come in to bat for tow truck operators in the state. They are
scamming people out there on the streets. This is the opposition.

Several members interjected.
The Speaker: Members!

Ms Rita Saffioti: This is the opposition that has, as its star candidate, the head of investor relations for Nicheliving.
Did the member ask them, when they put forward their name for preselection, whether they had any links to dodgy
builders?

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Minister! Members of the opposition!

Dr Tony Buti interjected.

The Speaker: Attorney General!

Ms Rita Saffioti: I have to say, that was another good interjection. Thank you for that!

This is an opposition that goes in to bat for people who have illegal guns stored in their homes.
Several members interjected.

Ms Rita Saffioti: Yes.

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Members!
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Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Members! Member for Belmont! Members, we have possibly 35 minutes to go. Let us just get
through this.

Ms Rita Saffioti: We can do it.

The Speaker: Minister, I would like to remind you that this is a response to a supplementary question, which
should be kept short, please.

Mrs Jessica Stojkovski: It's the main question.
The Speaker: No, this is a supplementary question.

Ms Rita Saffioti: Okay. As I said, as a result, VenuesWest is seeking advice from the police on the nature of the
relationships.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT—AFFORDABILITY
721. Mr Daniel Pastorelli to the Minister for Transport:

I refer to the Cook Labor government's commitment to delivering world-class infrastructure and cost-of-living
support, particularly when it comes to public transport.

(1 Can the minister outline to the house how the WA Labor government is making public transport more
affordable and accessible across Western Australia?

2) What opportunities does this create for people in our suburbs?

€) Can the minister advise of whether she is aware of anyone who opposes creating opportunities for people

in our suburbs?
Ms Rita Saffioti replied:

(1)~(3) Thank you. Let us lighten up the tone, everybody! It is the last day of sitting. I just found a little popping
candy elf.

Mr Roger Cook: Where's mine?

Ms Rita Saffioti: I took yours—sorry. I already had mine! I needed a prop! Cadbury, if you are watching, there
is not enough popping candy in it! Is that the view?

Mrs Jessica Stojkovski: Yes.
A member: Yes.
Ms Rita Saffioti: I think the amount of popping candy diminishes each year.

Anyway, it is a time to reflect on all that has been delivered in public transport across the state. Because we are a
team of sharing, I made my own little advent calendar for the opposition. It is a Metronet advent calendar,
everybody! We can go through and highlight the incredible things that have happened over the past year. I know
people are looking at their watches thinking this is going to take a while, so I will not go through all 12, Mr
Speaker. I know you are looking at me thinking, "We're not going through the whole 12!" But let us go through
some of the highlights because I know opposition members love Metronet. I have made them a little calendar to
put on the fridge. Every day, they can pull off a little title. Number 11 is 50% off Transwa fares, members.

Members: Hear, hear!

Ms Rita Saffioti: I know the member for Scarborough is going to love this one. It is the Surf CAT, member for
Scarborough! On day five, what do we have? We have the Byford rail extension. Many great things are happening
across the suburbs. We have electric buses, members! There are so many. I will not go through all 12 but my
personal favourite—

Several members interjected.

Ms Rita Saffioti: —is 12 level crossing removals throughout the suburbs. The one-zone fare cap is coming,
members. It is coming for regional WA, too, remember. We have new payment options—contactless options—
and Metronet on Swan. We have Long Park, with elevated rail through Victoria Park and Cannington and the
Thornlie-Cockburn link. What was the other key project opened in the last year? It was the Ellenbrook rail line,
members. I will stick all these back on so opposition members can surprise themselves every day. Put it on the
fridge! Merry Christmas, everybody, and I hope you really enjoy your advent calendar!

SMART FREEWAYS—PUBLIC FUNDS—ORGANISED CRIME GANGS
722. Ms Sandra Brewer to the Minister for Transport:
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I refer to the "cash for Coffin Cheaters" scandal. Did any public funds from the Smart Freeways project end up in
the pockets of companies associated with organised crime gangs like the Coffin Cheaters?

Ms Rita Saffioti replied:

That is not my advice. This is the member who came in to defend tow truck operators who are ripping off Western
Australians. There was one article. It has gone from an article to a scandal. The opposition's escalation in this place
is amazing!

Mr Lachlan Hunter: It was on the front page of The West Australian.

Ms Rita Saffioti: The front page.

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Members! The minister is responding.

Ms Rita Saffioti: The opposition goes from an issue that is in the paper to a scandal within a few hours.
Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Members! Member for Central Wheatbelt!

Ms Rita Saffioti: The member for Cottesloe was out there defending those tow truck operators, was she not? She
came and said in her inaugural speech that we were going too hard on tow truck operators in this state. As I said,
that is not my advice. This matter is being investigated. The police are providing advice to VenuesWest about that
contract.

723. Ms Sandra Brewer to the Minister for Transport:
I have a supplementary question.

Has the minister ordered Main Roads Western Australia to urgently review whether any work has been awarded
either directly or as a subcontractor to organised crime gangs on any Main Roads projects?

Ms Rita Saffioti replied:

As I said, I have no advice. How far back does the member want to go? Does she want to go through the last 20
years? Is that what she wants to do? There is no advice in front of me to suggest this—

Ms Sandra Brewer interjected.
The Speaker: Member for Cottesloe, you have asked the question. Let the minister respond.

Ms Rita Saffioti: There is no advice in front of me to suggest this. In relation to this particular company, as I said,
we are seeking further information from the police.

Several members interjected.
The Speaker: Members!

RENEWABLE ENERGY TRANSITION
724. Mr Terry Healy to the Minister for Energy and Decarbonisation:

Before I ask my question, I would like to acknowledge the students of St Mark's Anglican Community School who
are here and their super champion, the member for Hillarys.

I refer to the Cook Labor government's commitment to transforming Western Australia into a renewable energy
powerhouse.

Several members interjected.
The Speaker: Members!
Mr Terry Healy: I ask the following.

(D Can the minister advise the house on the importance of delivering a clear and sensible plan for WA's
energy transition?

2) Can the minister also advise what the consequences are for failing to have a clear and sensible plan?
Ms Amber-Jade Sanderson replied:

(1)~(2) Iam glad the member for Central Wheatbelt is excited to hear from me because I have some content for
him.

Mr Lachlan Hunter interjected.

The Speaker: Member for Central Wheatbelt, we do not need your commentary, thanks.
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Ms Amber-Jade Sanderson: It is a fact. It is official: renewable energy is the cheapest form of generation.
Households in Western Australia have taken up solar and have the highest uptake of anywhere in the nation
because it saves them money on their bills. Industry is switching to renewable energy because it is cheaper than
coal-fired power and gas-fired power. In our very sensible planned transition out of state coal assets, we will bring
on large-scale renewables. This is what will put downward pressure on electricity bills. We are delivering record
investment in our grid to connect more households and businesses to cheaper renewable energy. The fact is that if
we do not bring on more renewable energy, Western Australians will end up paying more for their energy in the
long term. But, as usual, we see that the Liberal and National Parties are in complete chaos over their energy
policies. We have seen the Nationals in WA also ditch net zero. This came as a surprise to me, and I found it quite
ironic, because I have recently learned that the member for Central Wheatbelt has a degree in climate change. He
has ditched the degree. He has ignored the degree and ditched net zero.

Several members interjected.
The Speaker: Members! Thank you.

Ms Amber-Jade Sanderson: For the purposes of Hansard, the member for Central Wheatbelt is nodding his head
and confirming. He has ditched the science. He has ditched all those years of work learning about climate change
and is happy to throw net zero overboard. The question is: What will the WA Liberals do and what will the WA
Liberal leader do? I remind the chamber that the Leader of the Liberal Party said that only a mug would ditch net
zero. | want to share with the chamber my secret Santa gift from my office—a mug with a photo of the Leader of
the Opposition and "only a mug" written on the back.

Several members interjected.
The Speaker: Members! Member for Central Wheatbelt, thank you.

Ms Amber-Jade Sanderson: I will get some copies made for the opposition. As well as my secret Santa gift,
there is another gift doing the rounds, and that is the gift of ditching net zero. It was first gifted by Pauline and
Barnaby, and then the Nationals adopted it and gifted it. They literally handed the Liberal Party a turd. Sussan Ley
polished and put glitter on the turd and then pretended it was the best gift she had ever received. She has continued
to sell it. The question is: Will the WA Leader of the Liberal Party accept the gilded turd?

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Members of the opposition!

Mr Adam Hort interjected.

The Speaker: Member for Kalamunda, thank you!

Ms Amber-Jade Sanderson: We know he has a record across the community of saying one thing and doing
another. We know that he told Supercars that he loves a street circuit and that he told the community that he hates
it. He said he is committed to doing whatever it takes to get more women into the Liberal Party and increase female
representation. Let us look at his record on women since he has been in this place and before. He closed a women's
shelter. He rolled the female leader of his own party. In fact, he tried to roll her before he was even in Parliament.

Several members interjected.
The Speaker: Members!

Point of order
Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Thank you, minister, Leader of the Opposition and member for Landsdale! When you are ready,
thank you. Points of order will be heard in silence.

Ms Sandra Brewer: I have a point of order on relevance. The question was in relation to energy generation and
renewable energy.

The Speaker: Thank you. I will not be upholding that point of order. The minister is responding to the question.
I have the question in front of me.

Questions without notice resumed

Ms Amber-Jade Sanderson: Just to recap, the Leader of the Opposition closed the women's shelter and rolled
the female leader of the Liberal Party. He even tried to do that before he was in this place. We do not need to look
any further than his social media to see how little progress the Liberal Party has made. We recently saw the all-
star male panel for the Liberal Party's branch meeting in Midland. My favourite part of that was that it introduced
the "shadow member for Midland"—that is a new one—also known as a failed Liberal Party candidate to everyone
else. The extraordinary thing about this is that it shows that nothing has changed in the Liberal Party. It is the same
old Liberal Party. No-one thought there was anything wrong with this picture, not only before they arranged who
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would be on the panel, but also whoever was doing the leader's social media thought this was fine and completely
representative of the people who live in Midland. They could not find a single woman to go on that panel. Nothing
has changed this year for the Leader of the Liberals in WA—nothing at all. They are the same old Liberals—still
dysfunctional, still fighting each other and still not fighting for Western Australians.

PERTH MOTORPLEX CONTRACT—EASTSIDE CONCRETE
725. Mr Adam Hort to the Minister for Police:
Merry Christmas, Mr Speaker.
I refer to the "cash for Coffin Cheaters" scandal.
Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Hang on, member for Kalamunda. Members! If you could just keep it down a little bit, we might
be able to hear the question.

Mr Adam Hort: I ask the following.
(D Does the WA Police Force maintain a database of companies associated with organised crime gangs?

2) Will the WA Police Force provide the government with a list of companies associated with organised
crime gangs to ensure they are barred from receiving public funds?

Several members interjected.
The Speaker: Members!
Mr Reece Whitby replied:

(1)—(2) I thank the member for the question. I can advise him that our Western Australian police are leading the
nation, as is Western Australia, with our anti-bikie laws and our hard stance against bikies.

Several members interjected.
The Speaker: Members of the opposition!

Mr Reece Whitby: In fact, the advice I get from police is that the problem is very much the actions of members
opposite, who voted twice this year to give bikies their guns.

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Members!

Mr Reece Whitby: If members opposite want to talk about—
Mr Lachlan Hunter interjected.

The Speaker: Minister, just wait, please. Members of the opposition, you have asked the question of the minister.
You are making it very hard for the rest of us to hear the response. Please stop that level of interjection.

Mr Reece Whitby: As I said, the Commissioner of Police and the entire police force are dedicated to protecting
Western Australia from the influence and scourge of bikies—

Mr Adam Hort interjected.

The Speaker: Member for Kalamunda!

Mr Reece Whitby: —to the extent that they are actively—
Mr Adam Hort interjected.

The Speaker: Member for Kalamunda!

Mr Basil Zempilas interjected.

The Speaker: Leader of the Opposition!

Mr Basil Zempilas interjected.

The Speaker: Leader of the Opposition, you are making it extremely difficult for me to hear the answer from the
minister.

Mr Reece Whitby: —to the extent that I got strong and repeated advice about what would have happened in this
state if members opposite had been successful on the two occasions that they tried to rip the guts out of our safer
gun laws.

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Member for Central Wheatbelt!
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Mr Basil Zempilas interjected.
The Speaker: Leader of the Opposition, I have warned you before; please stop interjecting.

Mr Reece Whitby: It would have meant guns back in the hands of family and domestic violence offenders, guns
in the hands of bikies and guns in the hands of criminals.

726. Mr Adam Hort to the Minister for Police:
I have a supplementary question.

Minister, I will make this simple: Does the WA Police Force maintain a database, or has the minister simply not
asked the question?

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Just wait, minister. Members of the opposition, please. You are making it very difficult. Let the
minister respond.

Several members interjected.
The Speaker: Member for Kalamunda, member for Central Wheatbelt and Treasurer, thank you!
Mr Reece Whitby replied:

Our police have extensive data and records on WA bikie gangs. Indeed, we are leading the nation in our use of
technology to monitor the activities of bikies.

Mr Lachlan Hunter interjected.

The Speaker: Member for Central Wheatbelt!
Mr Reece Whitby: I can inform the house—
Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Member for Central Wheatbelt, I am calling you for constantly interjecting ,which is disorderly.
Leader of the Opposition, I am going to call you for the same thing. Please stop interjecting.

Mr Reece Whitby: In short, our police are doing an excellent job in containing and acting harshly against bikies.
This week, WA police raided a bikie headquarters in Perth. That is the kind of action I want to see.

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Members!

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Member for Central Wheatbelt and Treasurer, thank you!
HOUSING—SUPPLY

727. Mrs Magenta Marshall to the Minister for Housing and Works:

I refer to the Cook Labor government's commitment to ensuring that all Western Australians have the security that
a home provides.

€)) Can the minister update the house on the recent release of additional residential lots?
2) Is the minister aware of anyone who does not support plans to increase housing supply?
Mr John Carey replied:

(1)—(2) Ithank the member for her question. As members know, we are doing everything we can to boost housing
supply.

Mr Basil Zempilas interjected.

The Speaker: Leader of the Opposition!

Mr John Carey: We recognise that a critical part of that equation is getting land out the door. Earlier this year,
our government announced the largest land release in a decade of more than 600 hectares of residential housing
across Karnup and Eglinton. That was about offering 6,000 new residential lots, including the potential for
900 social homes, over two sites close to major infrastructure.

Just last week we reached a milestone when we announced the landmark Karnup project and named Mirvac as the
preferred partner with DevelopmentWA. These are generational investments that will ensure that an extraordinary
number of houses will be built and secure 20 years of housing supply in the south-west corridor, which we know
is critical with AUKUS coming over the horizon. This is just one of many initiatives that we have rolled out this
year, which include the Housing Innovation Fund and the Regional Housing Support Fund. We have introduced
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new Keystart projects and the Build to Rent Kickstart Fund. There is major construction underway on critical
projects like the Smith Street Build-To-Rent Project and we have purchased Fraser Suites to convert it to social
and affordable housing. The data from the ABS also shows extraordinary growth in the number of approvals and
completions.

While we are focused on delivering for Western Australians, let us compare that with members on the other side.
We know that the Liberal leader produces really slick and scripted videos for social media; we are guaranteed of
that. My message to Western Australians is to not buy what he is selling because, when tested, the Liberals vote
against renters' rights and cannot set a social housing target. The Liberal leader has form in shutting down a
women's shelter. It is equivalent to online Christmas scams—it really is. I must confess that I was subjected to that
recently. I was doing my online shopping and, unfortunately, just like Basil Zempilas, I came across something—

The Speaker: Minister, can you please refer to the member as the Leader of the Opposition?
Mr John Carey: Yes.

I came across something that appeared to be too good to be true. I spent $62 on a 3D Christmas statue that I was
going to put in my front yard. It was the Basil Zempilas of Temu. Unfortunately, what I got in the mail was
something very different. Just like Basil Zempilas—

The Speaker: Minister, please refer to the Leader of the Opposition with his correct title.

Mr John Carey: Just like the Liberal leader, it is flimsy, it does not work very well and, of course, it has no depth
at all. That is the truth. We have seen it all year. The truth is that the Liberal leader is the Temu of WA politics.
He has a lot of scripting for social media such as TikTok and he delivers the lines beautifully well, but we know
that there is no value and no depth behind it. He feigns concern about the housing market, he expresses concern
about women doing it tough on the streets and he feigns concern about renters, but every time he is tested, he fails.
He cannot name social housing targets and the Liberal Party votes against renters' rights. Ultimately, his signature
legacy at the City of Perth—it will always be a stain on his tenure—is that at a time of a critical issue, he buckled
and shut down a women's shelter.

WOMEN'S HEALTH CENTRES
728. Ms Libby Mettam to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the $14 million funding promised for women's health centres across our state by the Premier during the
election, which was not funded in this year's budget.

Given that centres are currently overwhelmed by a backlog of women needing health care, many of whom are
fleeing or are victims of domestic violence, why has the minister not fulfilled that promise?

Ms Meredith Hammat replied:

I thank the member for the question. Arrangements have been made for that money to be made available for
women's health centres. The department is working with them to ensure that the money is received by them so that
they can deliver those services.

729. Ms Libby Mettam to the Minister for Health:

I have a supplementary question. How much longer will women need to wait while this commitment continues to
be unfunded, unlike the $217 million for the racetrack?

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Order, members! Treasurer!

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: This will be an interesting point of order! The Leader of the House.
Point of order

Mr David Michael: There definitely will not be a point of order. I thought that, as a circuit breaker, I would stand
up and have this conversation!

The Speaker: Thank you. I am going to uphold that point of order—no! Members, thank you.
Questions without notice resumed
Ms Meredith Hammat replied:

Arrangements have been made. That commitment is funded and the department is working with the women's
health services so that the funding will go to them.
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E-RIDEABLES—COMMUNITY SAFETY
730. Mr Ron Sao to the Minister for Road Safety:

I refer to the Cook Labor government's commitment to keeping Western Australians safe on our roads and
footpaths.

(1) Can the minister update the house on how this government is responding to the increasing use of e-
rideables in the Western Australian community?

2) Can the minister also outline any major initiatives in this important work?
Mr Reece Whitby replied:

(1)—(2) Ithank the member for Cannington. I appreciate the question and his interest in this area. The government
tasked the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee earlier this year with the important
role of looking at the safety of e-scooters. Our government is committed to community safety. We know
that, and we know all the things we are doing across policing and road safety. This is an important area
to look at. In the bipartisan spirit of the last day of Parliament, I want to sincerely thank my colleagues
across the way, including the member for Roe for chairing the committee; the Deputy Chair, the member
for Maylands; and all the members of the committee. I point to the member for Dawesville in particular,
given her previous experience as a paramedic. She brought a particular insight and passion to that
committee role. Today in Parliament she told the story of how she sat in the back of an ambulance with
someone who was severely injured in an e-rideable incident. The member was on the front line of what
these e-rideables can do and why there is a need for change. The member made a difference then and is
making a difference now by her role on that committee, so thank you. I have gone through the committee's
recommendations and findings today. I will sit down with my colleagues and other ministers who have
relevant responsibilities and we will come back with a formal response. I made a commitment that we
would provide a formal response early in the new year.

There had been 12 deaths related to e-scooters in Western Australia since 2022, as the members on the
committee will know. Tragically, another death—the 13th—was of a pedestrian who was just walking
along a city street. There have been seven e-scooter fatalities this year. That is an astounding statistic that
stood out to me—seven this year! It is important that we respond. I think the community needs to
appreciate that these are not toys; they are devices that are capable of reaching a very great speed and are,
in many ways, inherently dangerous. As a community, we need to respond to this challenge together. At
the same time, they can be a safe, effective and convenient way of getting around, so we do not want to
close the door entirely on that form of transport. There are great uses for them in tourism and getting
around and people enjoying themselves on them, but we need to look at what has been raised. If anything,
the report has shone a light on and raised awareness of this issue. We will continue on that journey because
we need to address these issues. They are being grappled with across Australia and across the world, but
I think this report gives Western Australia a very good head start against the other jurisdictions to come
up with world's best practice in trying to deal with these issues.

I will conclude on the decision my colleague the Minister for Education made, announcing today that in
term 1 next year there will be a ban on e-rideables in state schools for students who are 16 years of age
and under. We know that is already the law, but it needs clarity and certainty at the school gate to inform
parents and everyone that e-scooters should not be on school grounds. I support and thank the Minister
for Education for the immediate action that was announced today.

DEMERSAL FISHING BAN
731. Mrs Kirrilee Warr to the Premier:

I refer to a letter issued yesterday by the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development to
commercial fishers affected by the government's commercial fishing closures, which directs them to mental health
crisis services including Lifeline, Beyond Blue and Stay Afloat.

(1 How can the Premier claim that these closures are merely inconvenient when his department is providing
crisis support hotline numbers to people whose livelihoods he has just shut down?

2) Is the Premier aware that federal funding for Stay Afloat ended on 30 September 2025, that the program
no longer operates in WA and that his department's letter directs fishers to a helpline service that does not
exist?

Several members interjected.
The Speaker: Members!
Mr Roger Cook replied:
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(1)~(2) I thank the member for the question. It gives me another opportunity to remind Western Australians that
this government is making tough decisions to stand up for future generations of fishers, ensuring that our
demersal fish stocks are protected and that we can continue to fish sustainably into the future. Of course,
we understand that this is impactful. We understand that this decision is disappointing and inconvenient
for some. It will be devastating—

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Members!

Several members interjected.

The Speaker: Members of the opposition!

Mr Roger Cook: It will be inconvenient for some and devastating for others and, as a result, we are doing
everything we can to work with the industry as we—

Mr Lachlan Hunter interjected.
The Speaker: Member for Central Wheatbelt, I call you for the second time for disorderly interjections.

Mr Roger Cook: We are continuing to work with the industry, as we have all along, to ensure that we come up
with a solution for the protection of our demersal fish stocks. That includes continuing to make sure that the West
Coast region will ultimately be only for recreational fishers after a 21-month suspension, making sure that we
create a more sustainable Pilbara fisheries with the withdrawal of trawling licences and continuing to make sure
that people can fish in regions such as the Gascoyne and the South Coast where there are greater fish stocks while
limiting bag takes and catches to ensure that it becomes more sustainable. We understand that this has had a heavy
impact. DPIRD, in relation to that ongoing work, wrote a letter and it referred them to, amongst—

Mrs Kirrilee Warr interjected.

The Speaker: Member for Geraldton!

Mr Roger Cook: DPIRD wrote a letter to stakeholders in relation to a number of support organisations.
Mr Lachlan Hunter interjected.

The Speaker: Member for Central Wheatbelt!

Mr Roger Cook: It is true that Stay Afloat suspended its services due to a Commonwealth government funding
decision. That is obviously regrettable, but it is good that DPIRD also referred to other services that can support
people as they deal with these important decisions. I stress that we understand that this was a tough decision. It
was a tough and hard decision, but it is the decision that we have made on behalf of future generations of fishers
to ensure that we have a more sustainable approach to our demersal fish stocks.

732. Mrs Kirrilee Warr to the Premier:

I have a supplementary question. Will the Premier apologise to impacted fishing families for issuing inaccurate,
outdated mental health information at a time of extreme distress?

Mr Roger Cook replied:

I have already apologised to all the stakeholders for making this tough decision, which we have made on behalf of
future generations of fishers.

Mr Lachlan Hunter interjected.
The Speaker: Member for Central Wheatbelt!

Mr Roger Cook: We want people to be able to enjoy fishing the same way that our parents and grandparents did.
We want our grandkids to be able to enjoy that opportunity as well, but we have to make the tough decisions now
for the future generations of fishers.

The Speaker: That concludes question time.
QUESTION ON NOTICE 962
Supplementary information

Mr Reece Whitby (Baldivis—Minister for Police) (2:44 pm): I rise under standing order 82A to table additional
information in relation to question on notice 962.

(See paper 800.)
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SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT TRUST BILL 2025
Second reading
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.

Mrs Michelle Maynard (Swan Hills) (2:44 pm): Before question time, I was letting the house know about some
of the fantastic sporting—

The Speaker: Sorry, member. Members, if you are moving out of the chamber, please do so quietly. Thank you.
Carry on, member.

Mrs Michelle Maynard: I was letting the house know about some of the amazing sporting commitments that I
made to the people of Swan Hills, including the $50,000 upgrade that we are doing to the car park at the Swan
Valley Sporting and Community Club. When I was on the election campaign trail, I got to visit many sporting
clubs and this one needed an urgent upgrade. Members might think that a car park does not have that much to do
with sport, but it helps our people get to their club. This club is amazing. It hosts sporting events, social events and
fundraisers and provides seniors with their community dinners. Parking at the club has long been a challenge. On
busy weekends, there are also safety concerns. This investment supports ease of access, protects the safety of
children moving between fields and vehicles and ensures that the club remains a vibrant, accessible community
hub for years to come.

Another commitment that [ made—I am incredibly proud of and excited for this—is the $250,000 commitment in
Bullsbrook. Bullsbrook is one of the fastest growing communities in Swan Hills and there has always been a need
for our youth to have more to do. When I was on the campaign trail, I had many discussions with not only the
Bullsbrook Residents and Ratepayers Association, but also the amazing youth who attend the Bullseye Youth
Centre program. They said to us, "We want somewhere to hang out. We want somewhere that we can call our own,
to feel safe and be seen." We came up with the idea of investing $250,000 in an outdoor youth space.

It has been a busy couple of weeks in Bullsbrook. A Woolworths supermarket opened; I have never seen the
community more excited about a shopping centre! As someone who has some form of obsessive-compulsive
disorder, it made me incredibly happy on opening day to see the shelves stocked absolutely perfectly, with all the
labels facing the right way. The shelves were completely full. We also have new eateries up there. We are investing
$250,000 in the community space for a youth outdoor space. I have a meeting this week to talk about what that is
going to look like. It is not just about the play equipment that we will put in; it is about giving the young people
of Bullsbrook somewhere to belong, hang out with their mates and grow confidence. It will provide a positive
outlet, which I hope will support youth wellbeing and help keep the local kids connected to their community. In
an area that is growing rapidly and facing increasing social and infrastructure pressures, investments like this are
definitely essential. I look forward to working with the young people of Bullsbrook, the Bullsbrook Residents and
Ratepayers Association and Oakland Communities to deliver this project.

Sport is not just for young people; it is for everybody. Another commitment that I made during the campaign was
$250,000 to the Ellenbrook Bowls Club. As a patron of the club, I am so proud that we will be able to deliver this.
This club is a quiet powerhouse in our electorate, home to long-serving volunteers, a former Commonwealth
Games champion, seniors who rely on the social connection it provides and a growing number of new members
as our community expands. Because of the population expansion, the facility has been under strain. Ageing
infrastructure and accessibility challenges have been raised with me by members from Ellenbrook and Aveley.
This upgrade is about preserving a vital community space. We will be expanding the clubhouse to give bowls
members somewhere to congregate while the rest of their space is used to support a local small-business restaurant.
Bowls is one of the most socially connected sports we have. It combines recreation, mental wellbeing, physical
activity and intergenerational community building. This investment will ensure that Ellenbrook Bowls Club
remains strong, modern, welcoming and inclusive.

The commitments I made, both large and small, during the campaign share a common purpose; it is to strengthen
the places where community happens from Ellenbrook to Bullsbrook, from the Swan Valley to Upper Swan. I am
proud that we, the Cook Labor government, are investing in the spaces where children learn resilience, where teens
gain confidence, where seniors stay active and where families come together. These commitments are not just
being kept; they are being delivered. I will continue to work every day to ensure that the people of Swan Hills
have the facilities, opportunities and support that they deserve.

The message from this government is incredibly clear. We build stronger, healthier communities by backing sport
and recreation at every level. That starts with participation, belonging and the simple joy of putting on a team
jumper and knowing that someone is cheering for you on the sidelines. If you are anything like my kids, you have
to put up with that cheering being loud and embarrassing, but I make no apologies for that. Initiatives like KidSport
have opened that door for thousands of children. As the treasurer of the Ellenbrook Dockers Junior Football Club,
I often saw how families used those vouchers to participate. This year alone, more than $10 million will help
families to cover club fees, uniforms and equipment. For so many families across Swan Hills, especially in



4714 ASSEMBLY—Thursday 4 December 2025

Ellenbrook, Aveley and The Vines, that support is genuinely life-changing. As I mentioned in my inaugural speech,
I know what it is like to be a part of a family that could not afford for their children to participate in sport due to
family reasons. I was not able to continue with my dance lessons because my mum could not afford it. Since its
inception, more than 360,000 KidSport vouchers have been issued. I have met local parents who have told me that
without them, their kids simply would not be playing. That is what investment in sport does. It not only funds
facilities, but also allows kids to have a go. This government has committed more than $200 million to major sport
and recreational developments across Western Australia. They are not vanity projects. They are investments that
will serve generations: the Australian Hockey Centre, the Malaga Sports Precinct and the expanded Sam Kerr
Football Centre. These projects are not just elite facilities. They create pathways, drive participation and support
jobs. Every one of these projects fits in with the PlayOn WA: 2030 by 2030 initiative, delivering 2,030 pieces of
community sports infrastructure across the state by 2030. In practical terms this means new clubrooms, new
lighting, new multi-sports spaces and safer facilities for grassroots clubs, including those relied on heavily in
communities such as Ellenbrook, Bullsbrook and Upper Swan.

The Community Sporting and Recreation Facilities Fund is one of the most important levers we have for supporting
our local clubs. More than $20 million has been allocated to projects statewide that could be used for clubrooms,
lighting upgrades or multipurpose courts. In electorates like mine, those upgrades are the difference between
turning kids away or welcoming everyone in, and I constantly hear this from our clubs. Thankfully, demand is
surging, especially in our growing communities like Swan Hills. Our families keep coming. They keep moving in.
Young people keep signing up and our community identity is deeply entwined with strong local sport. The Sports
and Entertainment Trust Bill 2025 will help to ensure that the Sports and Entertainment Trust can keep supporting
those outcomes in a transparent, modern and future-focused way.

I particularly want to highlight the $10 million Community Use of School Sporting Facilities program. This is an
absolutely brilliant program. As our suburbs grow, schools are becoming essential shared hubs of recreation. In
places like Ellenbrook where population growth is rapid, unlocking those spaces for community use is
commonsense. Investments into lighting upgrades, minor works and improved services stretch our local capacity
to ensure that kids do not miss out simply because these clubs are full. Ellenbrook Secondary College was
announced as one of the recipients of this funding to upgrade its volleyball courts, which the community will be
able to use out of hours. Since becoming the member for Swan Hills, I have found it difficult to marry up the needs
of the community with the available infrastructure. To have school facilities sitting there unused out of hours does
not make sense when we have community and sporting groups that want to use them. I am very behind this new
initiative.

Of course, good sport does not happen without good governance. As someone who has been on the administration
of a footy club and also on the former Metro Central Regional Development Council, I know how much good
governance matters. The Department of Creative Industries, Tourism and Sport manages around 20 funding
programs that invest in coaching development, officiating, inclusion, governance, event management and sport
integrity.

(Member's time extended.)

Mrs Michelle Maynard: I remember when I rocked up to my first meeting of the Metro Central Regional
Development Council and told the story of when my son enrolled in Auskick, I thought that running a football
club was just organising for there to be a coffee van and everybody just showed up. I was nearly run out of the
room by those who had been involved in junior footy clubs for a very, very long time. So much goes on behind
the scenes to ensure that our junior sporting clubs adhere to the rules and get off the ground, and that everybody
gets on the ground to do what they need to do. Having these funding programs that invest in coaching development,
officiating, inclusion, governance and event management is so important for our volunteer-run clubs. I think that
is lost on people a lot of the time. The people who show up to make these clubs work are all volunteers. They are
not paid staff. These are not corporate operations. They are volunteers, often parents working several jobs, who
give up their nights and their weekends to keep kids on the field. This bill strengthens the structures that support
these volunteers.

One of the government's strongest priorities, which I am incredibly proud of, is inclusion. That approach deeply
matters to not only me but also Swan Hills, where we have an incredibly diverse community and a large population
of young families. The Sport and Recreation Inclusive Participation Grants program and the new $6 million
election commitment that targets girls' participation in community sport will make a real difference. [ am incredibly
biassed when it comes to the Ellenbrook Dockers, but its girls' program is absolutely brilliant. To see those young
women coming up through the sport, moving into senior footy and creating that camaraderie is brilliant and I am
so proud. I just want to mention Chloe, who has been involved from the very beginning and done a brilliant job.
When we invest in pathways, participation follows.

The government's recreation camps that have served more than 86,000 overnight stays and 144,000 activity
participations last year are another way that we open the doors to all children, regardless of their background. I
know that I harp on in this place about how I am an accountant and have been involved in business, but to me it
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always comes back to the dollars. Sport is not a fringe sector or an add-on. It is a sector that contributes enormously
to the Western Australian economy. Our facilities attract events, those events attract visitors and those visitors
support hospitality, tourism, transport and small business, which matters immensely to our economy and to our
communities. When we invest in sport, we invest in the whole ecosystem that surrounds it—our small businesses,
our contractors and our local jobs.

Telethon was held a few weekends ago but I want to mention it. As part of the amazing showcase of programs that
work with children of all abilities in WA, I was so proud to see it feature the Ellenbrook Dockers Junior Footy
Club and its Starkick all-abilities program. It showed kids in our program lacing up their boots. Some of these
children and their families never thought that they would be able to play footy on a footy field, yet there they were,
running if they were able, laughing, being pushed in their wheelchairs and being part of a football team, and it
matters. It matters in a way that no bill title can fully capture. It was captured best by young Kennedy who said:
"This is my club." The motto of Ellenbrook Dockers is "One Club, One Family". Dan Hilton and his amazing wife,
Kaz, should be celebrated for the transformative work they have done by introducing Starkick to our community.
Sport transforms lives. This legislation will help us to build a system that makes those moments possible.

I know that many members before me have talked about the nitty-gritty of this bill. They have talked about
VenuesWest and its management, but sport is at the heart of this bill. Sport is about community and supporting the
people of Western Australia. The Sports and Entertainment Trust Bill 2025 is about stronger governance, better
transparency, modern financial structures and the capacity to keep pace with our growing communities. At heart,
it is about kids, families, volunteers and building stronger, healthier and more connected communities across Swan
Hills and Western Australia. I believe wholeheartedly that every child deserves the chance to play, every family
deserves access to quality facilities, every volunteer deserves a system that backs them and every community
deserves the opportunity to thrive. Together, the Cook Labor government will continue working to build a stronger
Swan Hills and a stronger Western Australia. I am so proud to support this bill. I do not have an Ashes update for
anybody because I have not checked the scores in a while. [ hope Australia is doing okay.

I commend this bill to the house.

Mr Rhys Williams (Mandurah) (3:00 pm): I am really pleased to rise and make a contribution to debate on the
Sports and Entertainment Trust Bill 2025. It has been really nice today and over the last few days to listen to
members reflect on the importance of sport in their community and of sporting clubs that are helping to shape their
communities and build a stronger sense of place right across Western Australia. Western Australians love their
sport and entertainment. Like a lot of people in this house, I proudly grew up in Western Australia. I recall,
particularly as a teenager, that the best of the sporting matches and music gigs—the big lineups—were over east
and thinking it was a shame that we did not get those in WA. Whether it was the large showcasing events in either
the sport or entertainment industry, we would often miss out in Western Australia. That is not the story of WA
anymore. When we look around, we see a new vibrant culture happening across Western Australia. Some of that
is to do with our really great infrastructure, but a lot of it is to do with a more ambitious approach to programming.

Criticism has been directed at the way the Cook Labor government invests in bringing these major events to WA.
We know that entertainment and sport is a major economic diversification tool. It can help change the nature of
our economy with the direct return we get from those events, but, more importantly, it helps increase return
visitation and makes sure that Western Australia is seen across the country and internationally as a vibrant place
to come. We have to start with bringing those events and activities into the state to help shape that culture.

I think we should be really proud of the way that Western Australia is transforming its reputation from being a
place we would not necessarily see these major activities to now being a place where we see it all the time. In fact,
on countless occasions, Western Australia has been the place over the past few years where these major events
want to come first. I am pretty confident that teenagers coming up through school now will be able to see those
big bands or major sporting teams that would not have previously come here and that they love so much in WA.
We should be really proud of the investment that we are making into diversifying our economy and creating great
infrastructure.

There has been so much talk about and criticism directed to Perth Park. The opportunity that Perth Park presents
as another part of what Western Australia can offer as a showcase piece is being missed. It is great infrastructure.
With the new amphitheatre for up to 12,000 people, this music venue can really showcase the best of not only
WA's rich talent but also interstate and international bands who will perform there.

I obviously missed the point of the criticism of motorsport being at a great street circuit venue like Perth Park.
Countries around the world are begging to host major motorsport events because they know the economic return
they create. I really cannot wait for the time when Perth Park is completed and we celebrate it as a great bit of
infrastructure in Western Australia. I dare say we will look back on this window like we look back at Optus
Stadium and say, "Isn't it great that the fight was fought?" We had the fight, but is it not great that we have this
great bit of infrastructure? It is really going to be a fantastic outcome.
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I move to the bill, which will replace an act that came to fruition in 1986, a couple of years before I was born.
When members think about how the nature of sport and events has changed in that time, it really makes a lot of
sense that we are reviewing the terms of this legislation and giving VenuesWest, as it trades today, a better
opportunity to promote what it is doing in terms of not just running the venues but also bringing in additional
events. I love the provision that allows the minister to declare temporary venues because we have some outstanding
natural spaces that would be great for running entertainment events. We have some great sporting facilities across
our suburbs and our regions of WA that VenuesWest does not currently operate. This provision will enable those
events to take place in those venues too. It would be great to hear more from members of this place about their
ideas for events that could activate the places that they represent and how the provisions in this bill will allow
major events to happen right across WA. I think it is fantastic. A contemporary approach to governance with a
skills-based board makes a lot of sense. I acknowledge the authors of this new bill; it is fitting.

As other members have done, I take the opportunity to reflect a little bit on what sport means to my community in
Mandurah. Sport is a massive part of the Mandurah community. We are very fortunate in Mandurah that we have
some very successful local community clubs. We have really brilliant local infrastructure. I have seen the member
for Rockingham in Mandurah several times at both entertainment and sporting venues. Like Rockingham,
Mandurah has great venues where sporting events can take place. It is worth noting that just like the fierce rivalry
that we are seeing in the Ashes at the moment, another thing that the Rockingham and Mandurah communities
share is a fierce rivalry. People who are not from Mandurah or Rockingham would not understand this. Like the
Fremantle Dockers versus the West Coast Eagles, when Mandurah and Rockingham are playing in any sport, there
is a fierce rivalry.

I want to take the opportunity while the Acting Speaker (Mrs Magenta Marshall) is in the chair to point out a
couple of examples of really successful Mandurah sporting clubs this year! Of course, the Acting Speaker will
recall, as she spoke about in her contribution, that her beloved basketball team the Rockingham Flames went down
in the semis to the Mandurah Magic women's team; they got pumped actually! Well done to the Mandurah Magic
women's team! The Acting Speaker will recall that in the Peel Football and Netball League, the South Mandurah
footy club, my local team, beat Rockingham not just in the league team but also in the reserves as well. That is
unfortunate for the Acting Speaker. We came up short this time only when the Mandurah Pirates Rugby Union
Football Club went down to the Rockingham team.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs Magenta Marshall): Hear; hear!

Mr Rhys Williams: That was a bit unfortunate, but I am confident we will take them next year! Along with having
a lot of success on the track, particularly against our fierce rivals in Rockingham, we have also seen a lot of success
in Mandurah's investment into sport over the last little while.

I want to talk particularly about Peel Health Campus. By the way, did members know Mandurah is getting a brand-
new six-storey hospital? Construction will be starting next year and it will be finished by 2029. The people of
Mandurah are very excited about that. They are also excited about the "Lisa Munday Bridge", which is looking
really good and will be open very shortly. There is so much infrastructure happening in Mandurah at the moment
that it is really hard to know where to turn, but one project that has not started yet but will be a real game changer
for a portion of the community is the new Mandarah netball facility. When construction is finished, it will replace
netball courts that were constructed in 1967. The Western Australian Sports Centre Trust Act 1986 was written a
couple of years before I was born, and I believe the Mandurah netball facility was built a couple of years after the
member for Perth was born. He missed it! It is all right; welcome to the party!

Mr John Carey: I'm only 30!
Mr Rhys Williams: That is what you would have us believe!

These netball courts were built in 1967 at a time when 1,200 people were living in Mandurah. Today there are
100,000 people living in Mandurah. That is a pretty amazing change, yet it has the same netball courts. There are
eight courts. They were the bane of my existence in my previous role as mayor, I have to say, because these courts
were consistently failing and the investment that would have been required to replace this infrastructure on the
current facility was really going to be a waste of money because these facilities were never going to be up to
scratch.

Along with the member for Dawesville over the course of the election campaign, we made it one of our major
priorities to secure funding for new netball facilities for the more than 1,200 people in Mandurah—primarily girls
and women—who are playing netball. I am really proud to say alongside the member for Dawesville that we
invested $20 million into a new netball facility.

Mrs Lisa Munday: We'll call it the Lisa Munday netball facility.
Mr Rhys Williams: I knew she would want that.



ASSEMBLY—Thursday 4 December 2025 4717

We invested in that for a range of up to 18 courts. This is really going to change the game for local people playing
netball. Not only is it going to mean that they can hold regional carnivals at these netball courts, which they are
currently precluded from doing, but they are going to have state-of-the-art facilities as well. It is a $20 million
investment by the Cook Labor government. The City of Mandurah will be joining this facility to a shared-use
facility for netball, tennis, pickleball and the like and it will manage the project.

There has been some discussion about where the Mandurah netball facility will be delivered. As members can
imagine, in a place like Mandurah that has grown rapidly, there are not a lot of options for land use. Unusually,
we were able to secure the election commitment without having finalised the location. I am really pleased to
announce today, on behalf of the member for Dawesville and myself, that the Mandurah netball facility will be
built on the Mandurah education and training campus alongside the TAFE and John Tonkin College. This is a
really great venue. Work is progressing towards getting this project delivered on that site. There are environmental
assessments and all those processes underway to finalise this, but once that is out of the way and construction
starts, it will be a quick turnaround to see this facility delivered for the people of Mandurah.

Netball is not a sport I have had a lot of experience in playing. I think I was around about 21 when my mate and I,
who were both single at the time, thought that mixed netball would be a great way to meet people. We joined a
mixed netball team and we thought, "This is going to be great. We're going to get along here and we are going to
meet some great people and hopefully there is an opportunity to maybe go out for a drink afterwards as well." We
got through half a game and we realised two things. One, we were useless at netball and it was not our game, and
two, given our level of skill it was going to be very unsuccessful in any other regard so we gave up after one game
and moved on. But I am really pleased that other people will have the opportunity to play netball and I wish them
all the best.

On a serious note, I give a really big congratulations to the Mandurah Netball Association, ably led by president
Leah Mansfield. Its advocacy in getting this project off the ground and getting a commitment has really been just
remarkable. It has done such a fantastic job with its advocacy. It deserves this $20 million commitment by the
Cook Labor government. The member for Dawesville and I are so excited about working alongside it to deliver
this project.

In addition to the netball facilities, we are also really proud to secure a pretty significant commitment for the
expansion of basketball so that our teams can continue to thrive and particularly focus every chance they get on
smashing the Rockingham Flames. We were able to commit $6 million to two new show courts at the Mandurah
Aquatic and Recreation Centre. Now that I think about it, it might be three new show courts at the Mandurah
Aquatic and Recreation Centre. There will be $6 million provided by the Cook Labor government, with additional
funds supported by the City of Mandurah and by the Albanese federal Labor government. It is a project being
contributed to by all three levels of government and it will deliver great outcomes for the booming sport that is
basketball in Mandurah and right across Western Australia. It is not just a sport; it is a subculture. We can see
basketball coming up through our schools as a major sport, so it is great that we are going to have such great
facilities in Mandurah to join what is already a pretty impressive suite of infrastructure there.

There are some smaller commitments of more than $1 million to some of our really great clubs. I am proud to be
the patron of the Dudley Park Bowling and Recreation Club. I have never been a patron of the bowling club before,
but I am really proud to be. I will tell members a couple of things about the Dudley Park Bowling and Recreation
Club. It does unbelievably cheap pints. It is also a vibrant club that understands that it is a community building
place. It is not just for playing bowls; it is for camaraderie, support and bringing joy to people's lives, as is, I have
to say, the Mandurah Bowling Club, which is just around the corner. It is a club with a really strong history and
its attention to good governance and participation in the sport has been something I have been grateful for as a
member of the Mandurah community for a long time. I want to take the opportunity while speaking on the
Mandurah Bowling Club to acknowledge Mark Simpson, who represented Australia at the 2025 Scottish
International Open and did very well. I congratulate Mark on his participation representing Mandurah and
Australia in a world tournament for bowling. It was a testament to him to see such great results, so congratulations.

I spent some time the other day with Little Athletics WA. We had the opportunity to give the Mandurah Cricket
Club and the Mandurah Pirates Rugby Union Football Club some new equipment. Hopefully, the $50,000
investment that we made into the club will see it come back just a little stronger next year so it can take out that
top prize. We invested in some lighting upgrades to support the Peel Thunder Football Club and the Mandurah
Mustangs Junior Football Club. Both are really great clubs with long, proud histories.

There were a couple of clubs that I was really excited about contributing to because I love them. Firstly, there is
the Mandurah Board Riders Club. Mandurah has some really great surf breaks. I am fortunate enough to be married
to a surfer. Occasionally, I will get out and flounder around pretending I am a surfer myself. The Mandurah Board
Riders Club is doing some really great work in holding local competitions and giving mostly young people the
chance to get out on the water. Surfing is a great way for a person to not only build skills but also look after their
wellness. I want to acknowledge the Mandurah Board Riders Club. We were able to give it $15,000 to go towards
the great work it does. I also want to acknowledge the Mandurah Triathlon Club. As members know, triathlon
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clubs are really great community building clubs. They build this beautiful culture of individual performance and
team camaraderie at the same time. I was really pleased that I could support these two clubs through election
commitments and I want to acknowledge them for the great work they are doing. I look forward to continuing to
be involved with these clubs.

I just want to come back to the Mandurah Sports Awards, which is an event held in Mandurah every single year.
It was held not that long ago. This is an opportunity for me to reflect, as I finish up, on the Mandurah Sports
Awards and congratulate the club of the year, the mighty Mandurah Bowling Club, for the great work it is doing.
Congratulations to the sportsperson of the year, Rebekah Weller, for open water swimming. I was able to sponsor
the category of the masters sportsperson of the year this year. I want to congratulate the winner of that category,
Symonne Kennedy, who competes internationally in wakeboarding. Congratulations, Symonne, on your great
work.

Like the members for Swan Hills and Collie—Preston—we may be the only two—I am a really proud West Coast
Eagles supporter, so I want to take the opportunity as we are in the off season to wish my team a really nice off
season and that they come back a little stronger next year.

Mr Daniel Pastorelli interjected.

Mr Rhys Williams: Somebody has to speak up for them because they have been left out of the conversation in
this Parliament over the last little while. May we see a more equal level of support from this house towards the
other Western Australian team over the course of the next year's activity.

We have the Ashes going on. I have been able to talk about the great rivalry between Mandurah and Rockingham,
but, of course, the big event of the year in sport that I would like to finish on by acknowledging is yesterday's
wheelchair basketball tournament. I believe that the great Western Australian Labor Party came up as winners
once again.

I heard a little rumour somewhere. Maybe the member for Landsdale can help me. How many times has the Liberal
Party won the wheelchair basketball?

Mr Daniel Pastorelli: I checked the records.

Mr Rhys Williams: Yes?

Mr Daniel Pastorelli: Zero.

Mr Rhys Williams: Zero! Well done to the WA Labor team.
Ms Libby Mettam: We have other priorities!

Mr Rhys Williams: I am pleased to hear that.

Can I acknowledge our participants in this year's wheelchair basketball? I was not there; maybe the result would
not have been as good if that had been the case. I acknowledge the captain of the team, the member for Dawesville.
Clearly, she led the team with the same tenacity with which she advocates for her community. There was no way
that we were going to lose with her as the captain. Congratulations to the key strategist, the member for Landsdale,
who informed me that at around half-time, they managed to find a strategy of two players in defence and two
players in offence, and it was about then that they started winning. I am glad he is a better strategist for the
government than he is in wheelchair basketball. Congratulations also to the member for Mount Lawley, who I
believe took the winning shot; and Hon Ayor Makur Chuot from the other place, who made up the team and I
believe was a really important contributor.

Mr Liam Staltari: She carried the team!

Mr Rhys Williams: She carried the team. Congratulations and may we continue to see great success by the WA
Labor wheelchair basketball team.

Ms Emily Hamilton (Joondalup—Parliamentary Secretary) (3:20 pm): I rise today to support the Sports and
Entertainment Trust Bill 2025, which marks an important and long-overdue step towards modernising and
strengthening the governance of Western Australia's major sporting and entertainment venues. The bill is about
more than just administrative change. It is about ensuring that the investments we make in sporting infrastructure
that touch the lives of hundreds of thousands of Western Australians are managed responsibly, strategically and
sustainably so they continue delivering benefits for decades to come.

Sport is part of our identity in this state. I have heard many different codes mentioned throughout this debate. Sport
binds Western Australians together. It gives young people purpose, families connection and communities pride. It
is woven into our history and it will be a defining part of our future. This bill recognises sport's significance and
will ensure that we have the governance structures necessary to support our sporting ecosystem, from the grassroots
clubs through to the elite national competitions and major international events. There is something unique about
the relationship Western Australians have with sport. Whether it is a Saturday morning Auskick session, a twilight
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netball competition, a dip at the local pool or cheering on the Wildcats, the Glory or the Fever, sport is present in
our everyday lives. We know that more than 1.5 million Western Australians participate in organised or
recreational sport every year, and millions more engage with it through coaching, volunteering, spectating or
attending major events.

We have seen extraordinary growth in this space. The old idea that WA stands for "Wait Awhile" is firmly behind
us. Under successive Labor governments, our state has delivered some of the biggest sporting events in the world.
From the AFL Grand Final to international football matches, world title boxing and even the spectacular WWE
wrestling, it has been an exciting calendar of sport events that have filled stadiums and captured global attention.
The infrastructure required to host these events and the community-level programs that feed into them must be
managed with clarity and modern governance. That is precisely what this bill will deliver.

As the member for Joondalup, I represent a region that has transformed dramatically over the past three decades.
Joondalup is no longer the spot at the end of the freeway located in the outer suburbs; it is a major metropolitan
centre in its own right. I represent one of the fastest growing and most dynamic regions in Western Australia, and
Joondalup has truly cemented its place as the second CBD of Perth. It is a hub of commerce, education, health and
recreation. With world-class institutions like Edith Cowan University, Joondalup Health Campus, the Western
Australia Police Academy, major retail centres, our new Ocean Reef Marina, a thriving hospitality and small
business sector, and public transport connections extending further north into our growing suburbs, Joondalup is
a regional powerhouse. As the population of our northern corridor expands, so too does the demand for high-
quality sporting and recreation facilities. Our community is made up of families, retirees, young professionals,
students and new migrants, all of whom rely on sporting infrastructure to stay connected, active and healthy.

That is why the governance of facilities like Arena Joondalup is so essential. It sits in the heart of our northern
corridor and is an asset that is integral to our community identity. For more than 30 years, Arena Joondalup has
served as a community anchor. It has been a place for families to learn to swim; children to start their first sport;
teams to train and compete; aspiring athletes to pursue excellence; adults to exercise, play and build friendships;
and seniors to stay active and connected. It is home to the mighty Joondalup Wolves basketball club, the Joondalup
Netball Association, the Joondalup Sports Club, the Joondalup Lakers Hockey Club, the Joondalup Brothers
Rugby League Club and, of course, the West Perth Football Club. These clubs give our region its heartbeat. They
bring life, movement and vibrancy to our community and they are part of our story. Yet, despite the scale, usage
and importance of Arena Joondalup, the legislation governing its operation has never been updated and is
unchanged since 1990, four years before the arena even opened its doors. This bill will bring us up to date. It will
replace the outdated structures with a modern trust that reflects current expectations of accountability, financial
sustainability and community benefit.

Our government understands that thriving communities need strong foundations. Sport is not optional; it is
essential. In Joondalup, we have invested heavily to meet the needs of our growing region. Over the last two terms,
we have delivered more than $4.2 million in targeted upgrades at Arena Joondalup alone. These improvements
include the redevelopment of the Joondalup Sports Club, upgraded toilet and change room facilities for netball
and hockey, and lighting upgrades to support the West Australian Football League and WAFL Women's
competitions. These upgrades support our clubs, improve accessibility for families and create more opportunities
for participation across all ages. But this is only the beginning. I am incredibly proud of our commitment to deliver
a brand-new 10-lane indoor pool at Arena Joondalup—an investment that will transform aquatic services in our
region. This is not simply a refurbishment; this is a complete revitalisation of aquatic capability at the arena. It is
under construction and will create capacity for more learn-to-swim programs, safer access for people with mobility
needs and better facilities for athletes and families. Given the importance of swimming in a coastal community
like ours, this investment will save lives while supporting healthy lifestyles.

Basketball, as we know, is one of the fastest growing sports in the region and our local club, the much-loved
Joondalup Wolves, has shown tremendous leadership in growing participation for boys, girls, men and women.
To support this rapidly growing basketball family in the northern suburbs, most recently we have delivered more
than $2 million in upgrades to spectator areas, new electronic school boards and a new vehicle. These investments
strengthen the Wolves' capacity to deliver programs, support its NBL1 success and connect more young people to
sport. I will continue to advocate for further investment in this sport and the delivery of even more court
infrastructure to get our kids active. That is why I have been working with local schools to upgrade and activate
their court facilities and why our government is pursuing reforms to make it easier for schools to share these
facilities with the broader community.

At the last election, | made a commitment to continue to strengthen sporting infrastructure across Joondalup. This
commitment remains as strong today as it was then, three terms ago. On top of that I have committed to deliver
upgrades at the Joondalup Sports Association for change rooms and lighting; upgrades at the Joondalup Sports
Club; and support for our Ocean Ridge Amateur Football Club and Ocean Ridge Junior Football Club, our Ocean
Ridge Cricket Club, the Edgewater Woodvale Junior Football Club, the Joondalup Lakers Hockey Club, the
Joondalup Kinross Junior Football Club, the Joondalup Giants Rugby League Club, the Joondalup Athletics
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Centre, the Joondalup Netball Association and the Ocean Ridge Tennis Club. This is on top of other commitments
supporting the growth of sport in our community. We are seeing a new Belridge Secondary College sports hall,
upgrades to Edgewater Primary School to cover its courts, upgrades to playground and shade facilities at Connolly
Primary School, upgrades for court resurfacing at Eddystone Primary School and Heathridge Primary School, and
anew early years playground at Beaumaris Primary School. These are just some of the commitments that are being
delivered and strengthening grassroots sport in every corner of my electorate.

I also want to take this opportunity to reaffirm my strong support for the redevelopment of Heathridge Park, an
important local precinct that serves multiple clubs and hundreds of families every year. This project is backed by
the state government, and now the federal government as well. I will continue to work closely with the City of
Joondalup as I hope it begins to finalise and deliver a modern facility that meets the needs of local clubs,
strengthens community access and supports the next generation of players.

Joondalup is also home to one of the most exciting recreation projects in the state: the new Yalbunullup Urban
Mountain Bike Trails. Opened just last year, this is the largest urban mountain bike trail network in Perth, yet the
location is immersed in nature and we can truly forget that we are in the heart of Perth's second CBD. There are
new seven-kilometre-long, high-quality trails across multiple difficulty levels, a yarning circle, interpretive
signage, public amenities and an extended car park, and it was designed with long-term environmental
sustainability at the forefront. I must say that I thoroughly enjoyed the open day onsite last December and I have
since spent some time on the trails myself. Thanks to Dave and the team from Bike Force Joondalup, who brought
down the bikes for us to have a spin. I did use an electric bike, so I know that some might consider that cheating,
but it was still a wonderful opportunity to engage with the mountain bike trails located at Yellagonga Regional
Park.

The relevance of highlighting this amazing project is that the bill will empower VenuesWest to establish temporary
sporting precincts for major events, creating opportunities for Joondalup to host mountain bike events that could
draw hundreds of participants and spectators and support the growth of businesses in our local city centre. I want
to place on record my thanks to the Northern Beaches Cycling Club for its involvement in bringing this project to
life.

If I could say only one thing in this contribution, it would be, of course, to recognise that our sporting community
does not function without its volunteers. Every club, competition, training session, sausage sizzle fundraising event
at Bunnings, scoreboard and junior fixture relies on volunteers. Their contribution is immeasurable. This bill will
support them by ensuring that the venues they rely on are governed effectively and sustainably. Without volunteers,
grassroots sport collapses, but with them, everything is possible. I thank each and every volunteer across the
Joondalup electorate and Western Australia.

The Sports and Entertainment Trust Bill will strengthen financial oversight, governance structures, risk
management, precinct planning, community consultation and overall accountability. The modern governance
framework will ensure that our major venues that are used by thousands of families weekly are safe, efficient,
financially sustainable and responsive to community needs. It will allow VenuesWest to operate more
commercially when appropriate, while still maintaining its public mandate to support recreation, participation and
community health. It will also enable greater flexibility to host events, partner with industry and deliver programs
that respond to emerging trends in sport, fitness and recreation.

This bill will strengthen the way we care for and operate some of the state's most important assets. It is practical,
responsible and forward looking. The bill aligns with our government's strong record of investing in sporting
infrastructure. It will support those volunteers I mentioned, strengthen our community cohesion, boost economic
activity and enhance the wellbeing of people of all ages. It will ensure that facilities like Arena Joondalup that are
central to the identity of Perth's northern corridor continue to serve our growing population effectively.

Joondalup is Perth's second CBD and is a place of energy, innovation and community spirit. Our people deserve
the very best infrastructure, and this bill will help to deliver it. With that, I commend the bill to the house.

Mr Frank Paolino (Mount Lawley) (3:32 pm): It is a great pleasure to stand to speak on the last day of the year
about—

A member interjected.

Mr Frank Paolino: The member for Perth is always very encouraging to the newly elected members of the
chamber and I thank him for his very sincere contribution, which he always provides.

As I was saying before I was insanely interrupted, it gives me great pleasure to speak on the Sports and
Entertainment Trust Bill 2025 in my last contribution for 2025. The Western Australian Sports Centre Trust,
trading as VenuesWest, owns and manages some of Western Australia's most significant sport and entertainment
venues on behalf of the state government under the powers granted to it in the Western Australian Sports Centre
Trust Act 1986, which, when it commenced operation, provided a governance framework for the oversight of
Western Australia's major state-owned sporting facilities. Since then, VenuesWest's portfolio has experienced
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significant growth and diversification, from a single facility in Mount Claremont to 14 venues, including the iconic
Optus Stadium, RAC Arena and HBF Park. The act has not been significantly amended since it came into force
37 years ago and its provisions are no longer contemporary. Based on recommendations made following
comprehensive reviews of the act in 2014, 2015 and 2018, the Sports and Entertainment Trust Bill 2025 will repeal
and replace the outdated act.

It will create the Sports and Entertainment Trust and provide the new trust with a clear and contemporary
framework within which it can deliver outcomes. The trust will be empowered to conduct the commercial, retail
and promotional activities essential to optimise the use of venues and precincts, delivering sport, recreation and
entertainment outcomes for Western Australia and Western Australians, and world-class training competition
venues for high-performance sport.

Since we are in the mood to reflect on the past, let me give members a brief snapshot of some of the key events of
1986. In February 1986, the incumbent Labor Party was re-elected as the state government and Ernie Bridge was
subsequently appointed to cabinet, becoming the first Aboriginal person to serve as a cabinet minister in the state.
The Augusta whale rescue happened when 114 false killer whales stranded themselves on Augusta's main beach.
Hundreds of volunteers worked for 48 hours to save 96 of them by guiding them back to sea in a widely publicised
event that is now commemorated at the site. I will circle back to Whiteman Park in just a moment, but the large
regional park north of Perth officially opened on 21 September. For those who are interested, the Cemeteries Act
was revised to stipulate that new grants for burial plots would have a tenure of 25 years. The United Nations
proclaimed 1986 the International Year of Peace. Australia celebrated that by circulating a special $1 coin with a
design featuring a peace dove. Also in 1986, Pope John Paul II visited Perth and held a mass for over 70,000
people at Belmont Park Racecourse. The new separate international airport terminal opened in October 1986 to
alleviate congestion at the old building and handle more traffic. I will circle back to that as well in just a moment.
The government began a review of the 1986 draft policy for the Perth central area to guide future development of
the city centre. Fremantle and Western Australia were preparing to host the America's Cup. The Australia Act
1986, which was landmark legislation, came into effect on 3 March and granted Australia full legal independence
from the United Kingdom, removing the UK Parliament's ability to legislate, with effect, in Australia and its states.
In the Parliament of Western Australia, Hon Keith Wilson brought into the house the Western Australian Sports
Centre Trust Bill. I went back and looked at Hansard. He had this to say:

The purpose of this Bill is to establish a trust to manage the $22 million Western Australian Sports Centre
being constructed at McGillivray Oval, and any other State Government sports facilities that from time to
time it may be required to manage.

Western Australia has a proud tradition of sporting achievement, and Governments have a legitimate role
in providing or assisting to provide a wide range of facilities that will both encourage mass participation
and the achievement of excellence in sport.

He also said:

The Western Australian Sports Centre is a world standard complex which will enable the conduct of major
events as well as provide for high-level training, sports education, sports medicine, and accommodation for
the Western Australian Institute of Sport, the Sports Federation, and a sports museum. It has received strong
support from many State sporting associations.

Fast-forward to 2025 and here we are again discussing this very important piece of legislation that, as I said before,
looks after 14 very important and significant venues in the state that have hosted some significant events recently.
I will name a few: Kylie Minogue, Hozier, Katy Perry, Cyndi Lauper at RAC Arena, HSBC Rugby Sevens, the
two CommBank Matilda friendlies at HBF Park, an AFL Indigenous All Stars match, the Socceroos FIFA World
Cup qualifier, the second State of Origin game, and the British and Irish Lions tour at Optus Stadium, to name a
few.

Of course, everybody knows that I love sports, but everybody also knows that I love entertainment. Entertainment
is important for our state and is something very dear to my heart. We have seen some incredible concerts over the
years in our facilities, including Coldplay in recent times. Of course, we also have the plan for Perth Park—a very
important piece of infrastructure that is going to propel us into the future of entertainment precincts in this state. I
know that many are against it; [ know there is a certain section of this chamber that is against Perth Park. They are
over there—the section over there is against Perth Park!

I just want to tell a little story. When I was looking at Perth Park and seeing how it was developing, I was consulting
quite regularly with the member for Landsdale, who I acknowledge is very forthcoming. The "moan-and-groan
brigade" over there has already started! But the member for Landsdale was very open and very willing to be
consultative and to provide information about it.

Several members interjected.

Mr Frank Paolino: Thank you, member. I love talking to you, too.
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Mr John Carey: The member for Kalamunda claims our election!
Mr Frank Paolino: That is right! Anyway, colleagues, the floor is mine!
Several members interjected.

Mr Frank Paolino: Colleagues, the lights are on me! When the lights are on you, the lights are on you; it is your
turn. It is my turn at the moment, so the lights are on me!

Anyway, as | was saying, when I was thinking about Perth Park and what is going to happen there with the 12,000
seat amphitheatre, I recalled this wonderful time of the year that we all love to call Christmas. Here is our
opportunity to have our very own Carols in the Domain or our own Sidney Myer Music Bowl. I made my television
debut singing at the Lord Mayor's Christmas Carols of 1996 at the Brisbane Riverstage in the City Botanic Gardens,
and it was a treat.

Several members interjected.

Mr Frank Paolino: Let me just tell members. There was the late Rob Guest from Phantom of the Opera; Monica
Trapaga from Play School; kids' entertainer Peter Coombes; Rob Brough from Family Feud—which was then at
the pinnacle of its popularity—as master of ceremonies; and here comes the little Italian—Australian from Stafford
Heights in Singing with the Stars!

Mr Daniel Pastorelli: How did it go?

Mr Frank Paolino: It was tremendous!

Mrs Michelle Maynard: Show us!

Mr Frank Paolino: No; the member will have to do her own research!

It was a tremendous experience. It was televised right across the state of Queensland.
Mr Lachlan Hunter: Who was Premier in Queensland? Was it Joh Bjelke-Petersen?

Mr Frank Paolino: No; he was almost in jail by that time, together with the majority of the National Party—the
proven most corrupt political party in the nation at that time over there, member for Central Wheatbelt! This is
your time to just settle down.

But I will say that at that time the Lord Mayor of Brisbane was Labor Lord Mayor Jim Soorley. He did a great job
of developing Brisbane and turning it into what he used to call, if I am not mistaken, a "new world city". We have
here a wonderful opportunity to bring a brand-new entertainment precinct into Perth and WA.

It was around that time, when I was 16—sorry, I lie, I was 15; I will correct the record—when one of the other key
entertainment moments of my childhood happened, the Gold Coast Indy 300. I remember telling this to my good
friend the member for Midland. This was before September 11, and we used to find ways to get into the Indy 300.
Literally millions of people would come from all over the country to enjoy the Indy 300. It was four days of pure
entertainment on the Gold Coast. The whole state would stop for the Indy 300. It was quite remarkable.

The member for Landsdale and the government got all this flak about the Motorplex, Perth Park and Burswood
Park from a certain section of the chamber: "Oh, it's terrible!"

Mr Rhys Williams interjected.
Mr Frank Paolino: The section over there, member for Mandurah!
Mr Lachlan Hunter: Who's your federal member?

Mr Frank Paolino: For the federal member, I will say this: we are all about Western Australians and we are all
about growing this state.

Several members interjected.
Mr Frank Paolino: No, [ am not taking your interjections.

Funnily enough, in late October, the Gold Coast 500 came up on my phone and I sent it to the member for
Landsdale.

Mr Lachlan Hunter: Did you send it to the member for Perth?

Mr Frank Paolino: No; I will tell the member for Perth in person when I see him. I will quote from the Gold
Coast Bulletin:

Business leaders want the state government to lock in Queensland's largest annual event until 2032, with
the GC500 pumping more than $60m into local coffers.

I love the headline; I really do love the headline: "Vroom to grow: Why state's biggest event must stick around".
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I have just been given a note that I must conclude, so to comply with the rules and restrictions imposed on me by
the Whip—

Mr Lachlan Hunter interjected.

Mr Frank Paolino: No-one tells me to sit down and shut up, young fellow!

Mr Lachlan Hunter interjected.

Mr Frank Paolino: No, he does not. There is a line, and you tend to cross it every single day!

Before I conclude, I want to say this to everybody in this chamber, to everybody in Western Australia and certainly
to everybody across the Mount Lawley electorate: [—

Mr Liam Staltari interjected.

Mr Frank Paolino: I must tell the member for Carine: if there was ever a dull, monotone type of voice, it is the
member for Carine's voice! All we hear is a drone, so I will start again.

Mr Liam Staltari: P-plate Frank.
Mr Frank Paolino: If anyone has P-plates, mate, it is you!

I will start again. All Western Australians can see the interjections that are happening here; it is on the record, but
I want to say this. We are in 2025. We have a wonderful legacy and record of holding world-class events in this
state. Not long ago I was international, where I met with several key people who really are personalities and very
big players on the international stage, and let me tell members: they knew where Perth was. They knew what
Western Australia can achieve and they are champing at the bit to come here and for us to host events here. Western
Australians want events here. They want events that are entertaining and they want events that are contemporary.
It is only right and fitting that we have a bill that reflects that and that will enable us to be able to work, not only
in Perth, but right across Western Australia.

The Speaker: Would you like an extension?
Mr Frank Paolino: May I have a small extension, Mr Speaker?
(Member's time extended.)

Mr Frank Paolino: Perth Airport is growing, which means that we want people to come here. A film studio
precinct is opening in Whiteman Park that will bring in new possibilities and new industries, which means more
entertainment that will put Western Australia even more on the international stage. It is my great pleasure to be
part of a Cook Labor government that can deliver and achieve all this.

With that said, to everybody in this chamber, as I said before, and right across the state, particularly in the Mount
Lawley electorate, I take this opportunity to say thank you very much for the trust that you have put in me to
represent you in this Parliament. I have not taken it for granted. I hope that this holiday season will be filled with
joy, happiness and love for you, your families and your friends. May 2026 be a prosperous, safe and successful
year for you all.

I commend this bill to the house.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr David Michael (Leader of the House).
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY
Motion
Resumed from 28 May 2025 on the following motion, moved by Mrs Lorna Clarke:
That the following Address-in-Reply to His Excellency's speech be agreed to—

To His Excellency the Honourable Christopher Dawson AC APM, Governor of the State of
Western Australia.

May it please Your Excellency—

We, the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of the State of Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank Your Excellency
for the speech you have been pleased to address to Parliament.

Question put and passed; the Address-in-Reply thus adopted.
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment

Mr David Michael (Balcatta—Leader of the House) (3:51 pm) without notice: I move:
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That the house at its rising adjourn until Tuesday 16 December 2025 at 1:00 pm.

This special adjournment will bring to a close—sort of; we will have to deal with the State Development Bill in a
few weeks—the first year of the 42nd Parliament in this house. It has been a massive year for all of us with
elections at all levels of government and significant changes in the chamber. At the last election, 13 members
retired from this place and we thank them again for their service. With their retirements and another eight seats
changing hands, over one-third of Western Australia's electorates are now represented by a member with a new
name or a new face. I would like to congratulate all new members in this place on the year they have had. I am
sure that for all of us, representing our local communities is an enormous privilege and the honour of a lifetime.
Still, especially in your first year as a member of Parliament, it is also a daunting job with a steep learning curve.
Well done to all new members who have navigated their first sitting year.

Although the government benches do not extend quite as far around as they used to, I am proud of WA Labor
members for their work this year, especially the amazing campaign effort in the first few months. Our drive and
passion for listening to our communities is second to none—not just at election time but all the time. Keep it up.

The 2025 year also saw three new ministers appointed: Ministers Stojkovski, Hammat and Swinbourn.
Congratulations to them, my cabinet colleagues and our parliamentary secretaries on their hard work and diligence.
I would also like to congratulate for the year our new Speaker, the member for Forrestfield, and the Deputy
Speaker, the member for Kalgoorlie, on their elections and efforts, including our panel of Acting Speakers in the
members for Dawesville, Rockingham, Bibra Lake, Butler, Cannington and Jandakot. Thank you to the
government Whip, the member for Southern River, ably assisted by his deputy, the member for Butler, and Whip
assistant, Marzia Rezai. As the former Whip, I know of the work that goes into making sure this chamber runs
properly, dealing with members requests about speaking lists and leave from this place. When he is not making
speeches about his expertise in balloon animals, I know how hard the member for Southern River has been working
all year. I also want to acknowledge his counterpart, the opposition Whip, the very well coiffured member for
Carine who has maintained a productive relationship with our Whip and my office. Thank you, Liam. You are
much more competent than the last time we had a member for Carine as the Whip; apologies, Tony.

I thank all members opposite for all the times, which is almost daily, when we have worked together to ensure this
house runs smoothly, including the Leader of the Opposition and his office and the Leader of the Nationals WA,
but in particular the member for Roe and the Manager of Opposition Business and Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, the member for Vasse, who has always been cooperative. I hope I have been helpful in return. Thank
you, Libby.

The 42nd Parliament first met and was opened by the Governor, His Excellency the Honourable Chris Dawson,
on 8 April. We have since had 44 sitting days over 15 weeks. We also had three days of estimates in June. In total
we have met for approximately and counting 295 hours this year. During that time, 42 bills were introduced in this
place and we have passed 28. As at lunchtime today, 715 questions without notice and 1,556 questions on notice
have been asked—no doubt a significant number of the latter by the member for Carine who has clearly discovered
the Kirkup method! We have answered 971 questions on notice as we enter the holiday period. This year Minister
Carey has led the charge on brief ministerial statements, delivering 48 of them. I come in second, unfortunately,
and not particularly close at 32, followed by Minister McGurk giving 30 statements. In this place, we have tabled
14 petitions, nine of which were tabled by the member for Southern River, who clearly has many plans that his
community supports! There were many points of order this year, but only one suspension under standing order 48.
It was the first since 2020 and the first Nationals member since 2018; that was a member from the family of the
member for Midland!

To mention just a few of the significant reforms we have made, one of the first pieces of legislation we passed for
which I was responsible implemented one of our election commitments by increasing the stamp duty concession
for first home buyers and extending the off-the-plan duty concessions. Then with the passage of the Evidence Bill,
we introduced reforms and protections to better support victim-survivors of family and domestic violence in the
court system. We have legislated to support the members and managers of incorporated community not-for-profits
and charities by streamlining and modernising their regulatory requirements. We have provided support for the
resources sector by updating the process for the payment of royalties while enhancing auditing capabilities, and
by updating the Roy Hill state agreement to allow for the development of specific regional infrastructure to open
otherwise stranded iron ore resources to market.

I am sure that the Treasurer would like me to mention that we funded hundreds and hundreds of election
commitments as we passed the state budget. I know that most of us are very excited and pleased that we have now
made it easier for all Western Australians, regardless of their sexual orientation, gender identity or relationship
status, to access assisted reproductive technology. To mention one more, we look forward to the concurrence of
the Legislative Council on the State Development Bill, which presents a once-in-a-generation opportunity to
supercharge opportunities and investment in cutting-edge Western Australian industries for decades into the future.
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Although we members like to think of how important we are in the functioning of this place, we all know that none
of this would be possible without the dedicated work of the staff in the Legislative Assembly and broadly across
Parliament House. On behalf of all members of this place, I would like to express a huge thank you to our Clerk
of the Legislative Assembly, Mat Bates; the Deputy Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, Liz Kerr; the Clerk
Assistant (Committees), Isla Macphail; the Clerk Assistant (Procedure), Catie Parsons; the Acting Executive
Officer to the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly—importantly a Balcatta constituent, Nikolas Carbone;
Sergeant-at-Arms, Thomas Morehead, who follows some questionable football teams; Parliamentary Officer
(Chamber Operations), Denis Hippolyte; Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms and Parliamentary Officer (Procedure), Rachel
Wells; Parliamentary Officer (Table and Publications), Lachlan Gregory; Governance and Business Improvement
Adpviser, Narelle Wren; Executive Officer to the Clerk, Maria Santos; and parliamentary officers Lisa Bellano,
Darren Seet and Jess Requiero.

I have never been on a parliamentary committee so I do not really know these people, but of course we must thank
all the experts in the Legislative Assembly Committee Office: Vanessa Beckingham, Lisa Peterson, Michele
Chiasson, Jamie Bourne, Sam Hutchinson, Marie Martin, Lucy Roberts, Jovita Hogan, Sylvia Wolf, Sarah Palmer,
Maddie Evans, Suzanne Veletta, Jacob Keillor, Patricia Woodcock and Pamela Clarke.

I must also thank all of those in the Parliamentary Services team—namely, Rob Hunter and his executive team;
Hugh McCaffrey and the Building Services team; and Mark Gabrielli and Catering Services for feeding us every
night and day, and thank you for the "Kung Fu" tofu. I thank Rachel Germano and the Finance team; Tina Hunter
and Human Resources; Chief Information Officer Peter Seddon and the whole IT department; Irena Sikorska and
her team in the library; and Jordana Leavesley and all those in Parliamentary Education, especially for looking
after all those schools that come to Parliament. I thank Tony Paterson and the Security department; Stephanie
Nguyen and all those in Reception Services; and, of course, Adrian Beattie and the many dedicated Hansard staff
who we are all eternally grateful to. I would especially like to acknowledge and thank Laurie Mansell and
congratulate him on his retirement.

As a long-term Hansard and POW Anet nerd, I also want to express my thanks to the team working to implement
Parliament's IT upgrade. As many of you know, Parliament uses an ancient, clunky set of databases to publish
information online. There is a project underway to replace these old systems and many of us who have used them
for a long time know that that upgrade cannot come fast enough. I want to thank Bobby Cureton and his team for
the work they are delivering on the NovaWorks project. It is a big project and not without its challenges. I want to
particularly thank Bryan Vander Vinne and Lynn Wesley, two people keeping the old systems on life support and
figuring out how to get the new system up and running.

From this side of the house, the government would not be able to function without the Parliament team in the
Premier's office of Amy Astill, Dennis Liddelow, and, until recently, Ben Xavier Coates; and the Parliamentary
and Executive Government Services (PEGS) team run by Amelia O'Sullivan, with Alex Rho, Janice Shaw and
Loretta Beliniak. I hope Amelia is not tuning in from her holiday in the USA. I have no doubt that every minister
and every member of the opposition knows how hard everyone in PEGS works every year.

On behalf of all our members, I thank our staff. I say to our electorate officers who talk with and listen to our
constituents, sort out our diaries and represent us when we are in this place or elsewhere in the state, and all the
other work they do, thank you. To ministerial, Leader of the Opposition (LOOP) and Leader of the Second Party
in Opposition (LOSP) staff, thank you for the critical role you play for government and opposition members
respectively.

To my ministerial staff, I deeply thank you. Donna Plummer has done about every job in government and
opposition since the time I have known her, which is from the late 1990s, and has been amazing as my chief of
staff this year in holding my office together. I could not go without thanking Rebecca Neilson as well; if I had to
hazard a guess on how long the government in this house could keep going without her, I think at best it would be
a day or two.

Thank you to my team of Michael Beach, Stuart McKinnon, Mark Andrews, Penny Taylor, James Rowe, Lisa
Wright, Amber Hodges, Sam Pisano, Will Partridge and Deb Dawson. Deb, thank you for the last two and a half
years and all the best in Minister Whitby's office. I have already started to teach him how to mess with his calendar
independently because I know how much you appreciate this! Thank you to my electorate staff of Will Doughty,
Catrina Campbell-Fraser and Glenn Omodei. I could not ask for a better bunch to look after the office and the
electorate while I am spending time here or on ministerial business. I also say thank you to and indicate how proud
I am of the member for Mount Lawley and Hon Andrew O'Donnell, who, at the last election—and inconveniently,
I have to say—joined the member for Rockingham in Parliament as the Cedric Street electorate office alumni.

All members make sacrifices to attend this place and serve their communities—namely, it impacts on their
families. We are fortunate to have such understanding families and I am no different. Thank you to my parents,
uncles and aunties for their help in 2025 and for being understanding when I cannot attend every family event.
Thank you to my mates for not ripping into me too much for missing Wildcats games! Also thanks to Tom Lee;
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we already miss you, mate. Thank you to our partners and/or children for putting up with us. Most members here
know Lenda and how amazing she is. I am very lucky. I thank her and our four babycats, Chep Chep, Pepper,
Mudge and Churl, for their love and support!

I guess there is not much more I can do to put this off. This is the part of the last day when the former Leader of
the House David Templeman would summon his thespian tendencies and serenade us with a song.

Several members interjected.

Mr David Michael: The first year he did this was to the Galaxy Song by Monty Python. Everyone was caught off
guard, especially Speaker Peter Watson, who did his best to tell him to stop and to wind it up. David did not. So
every year, David would come back with a new song, and members would scurry to sit behind him in case the
song went viral. I should add that for some of us, he would also do a non-PC version at the caucus love-in, normally
with Hon Darren West. So I was thinking of calling the former member for Mandurah for some artistic suggestions
that I could use for a song, but I did not because I am sure he would have bowled up Neil Diamond—sorry Dad!—
the Bee Gees, Cliff Richard or even shake it up by suggesting I do some morris dancing or some interpretive
theatre instead. I was not doing any of that! Instead of seeking David's help, I turned to my 2025 Spotify Wrapped
top artists. Given I have a penchant for punk rock and third-wave ska genres, and as much as I would love to,
doing Area-7, Less Than Jake, Reel Big Fish, Streetlight Manifesto or Rancid is not possible without a circle pit
and at least four brass instruments, so that was out, too. But I am happy to share a playlist later with anyone who
is interested. I even looked at singing Minority by Green Day, but that would be unkind to the opposition; What's
my age again? by Blink 182 but I would offend the Member for Central Wheatbelt; or Tangled Up in Blue by The
Whitlams, or, if you are a bit older, Bob Dylan, but that would not be very nice to the Greens (WA); but I did find
a suitable song, and here it is!

Several members interjected.

Mr David Michael: Sorry to disappoint. Government members who have heard me sing at caucus retreat karaoke
know what that is like, and if there is not a standing order against me doing that in this place, there should be! I do
not want to tarnish David's legacy with my singing voice, which is worse than my suspect bowling action. Instead,
I have decided to take my cues from The West Australian's three-word analysis for Dockers and Eagles players
after every AFL game. Here are my three-ish words for each member:

Member for Albany: Acting Speaker promotion
Member for Armadale: How many books!!???
Member for Balcatta: Best. Electorate. Ever.
Member for Baldivis: Cops and quokkas
Member for Bassendean: Amazing survivor advocate
Member for Bateman: You've got this
Member for Belmont: Lester Prize finalist
Member for Bibra Lake: Christmas Island trailblazer
Member for Bicton: Incredible community champion
Member for Bunbury: Hands Oval hosting
Member for Butler: Yanchep line defender
Member for Cannington: Bill without beard
Member for Carine: Hair lick tell
Member for Central Wheatbelt: Call to order
Member for Churchlands: Like Steven Bradbury
Member for Cockburn: Filibuster—break glass
Member for Collie-Preston: Driving just transition
Member for Cottesloe: Where's the "chi-chuanas"?
Member for Darling Range: Beautiful Byford Station
Member for Dawesville: Pre-poll life saver
Member for Forrestfield: Rescue greyhound dad
Member for Fremantle: Best football club

The best things in life are Freo!

Member for Geraldton: Port maximisation continues
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Member for Girrawheen: Delivering good health
When we need it.
Member for Hillarys: Leavers? A bit old
Member for Jandakot: No longer honourable
Was he ever?
Member for Joondalup: Marina's nearly done
Member for Kalamunda: Just got there
Member for Kalgoorlie: Wiluna Caravan Park
I cannot wait to see the cat.
Member for Kimberley: Longest trip home
Member for Kingsley: Resident basketball expert
Member for Landsdale: Perth Park—amazing
Member for Mandurah: No longer theatrical
Member for Maylands: Mayor turned influencer
Member for Mid-West: Also without beard
Member for Midland: Love for Maxie
Member for Mindarie: Handlebars getting longer
Member for Morley: Energy for transition
Member for Mount Lawley: Better than Sinatra
Member for Murray—Wellington: Opposition kingmaker
That got some laughs over this side, but not that side!
Member for Nedlands: Ferries and frigates
Member for Oakford: The Scarlet Pimpernel
Member for Perth: Pulling every lever
Member for Pilbara: The nation's engine room
Member for Riverton: The house's doctor
Member for Rockingham: Local—6169 inked
Member for Roe: Loves every sport
Member for Scarborough: Surf Cat Stuart
Member for Secret Harbour: Virginia-class Minister
Member for South Perth: Lunch roll Fridays
It was formerly sausage roll Fridays. You have to have seen his Facebook.
Member for Southern River: Doorknocks, calls, petitions
Member for Swan Hills: Ellenbrook trains, finally
Member for Thornlie: Reporter turned member
Member for Vasse: Milk crate conversations
Member for Victoria Park: Local government tsar
Member for Wanneroo: Teacher returns home
Member for Warren—Blackwood: 20% worldwide lithium
And the Cavalieri Ufficiale:
Member for West Swan: Trains, planes, automobiles—and ferries
And lastly, member for Kwinana: Made in WA
Thanks, everyone. Merry Christmas.
[Applause.]

Ms Libby Mettam (Vasse—Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (4:12 pm): I rise to make a contribution as the
manager of opposition business. I would like to thank the manager of government business and, on behalf of the
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opposition Whip in particular, I would like to extend thanks to the government Whip for their cooperation as a
team throughout the year, as well as Mr Speaker, the Deputy Speaker and other Acting Speakers. While there are
many issues that we disagree on in this place, as is the nature of politics, we share an interest in the smooth running
of this Parliament, in the best interests of the people of Western Australia. I acknowledge the very detailed list of
thanks provided by the manager of government business and we certainly concur. I will not go through the detailed
list, but, on behalf of the opposition, I would like to thank the staff within Parliament, led by Rob Hunter, for their
support throughout the year. I would also like to thank the Legislative Assembly staff, led by Clerk, Mathew Bates
and Deputy Clerk, Liz Kerr. Thank you for your advice and the support you provide to ensure we are able to
undertake our work as members of Parliament.

A number of teams work behind the scenes to make sure this place ticks, including the finance team, human
resources, library, building services, security, reception, reporting services, information technology and education
teams. I acknowledge the tireless efforts of the chamber attendants, Hansard reporters, the security officers, the
catering staff, grounds staff and the many others behind the scenes whose work is not always seen but is absolutely
essential. Their professionalism ensures that this Parliament functions with dignity, order and respect regardless
of the intensity of the debate on the floor. While there are varying degrees to which we have direct engagement
and contact, we appreciate you for all of your efforts and the work you do. Thank you.

With the introduction of a new Parliament for the year and with 21 new members of Parliament in this place and
a further 19 in the other place, there were a number of induction workshops to facilitate and support our members,
getting our new members up to speed with standing orders and, at times, the complicated and not very intuitive
workings of this place. All parliamentary staff were gracious with both their knowledge and their time, and I think
most new members were surprised at how quickly Parliament became their new normal. It is something of a
baptism of fire for new members of the opposition and other new members of this place coming into pivotal roles
in particular, such as Leader of the Opposition, Whip and shadow Treasurer, when they were required to respond
to a state budget within the first few months of Parliament. I am pleased to say all members worked hard, rose to
the occasion and went into their first budget estimates with a thorough interrogation of the government's spending
plans for the coming years.

From a personal perspective, the increase in the number of MPs, while it is not as significant as we would like on
the opposition benches in this Parliament, compared to the previous Parliament, it has certainly been a welcome
positive, led by the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the Nationals WA and we thank them for their
leadership. Our shadow ministers have worked hard to hold the government to account and reflect on the concerns
and needs of Western Australians in this place. I look forward to working with them all throughout the next year,
with the benefit of a year's experience as well. To the staff in our electorate offices, I extend our sincere
appreciation and that is electorate offices right across this Parliament, who work for our members of Parliament.
They support constituents through some of the most challenging moments of their lives. They are indeed the
engines that propel our MPs through their daily responsibilities. Their work reflects on all of us and we are grateful
for their commitment.

I would also like to thank the staff from the Leader of the Opposition's office, led by Chief of Staff Narelle Cant
and the Leader of the National Party's office, Erin Wheatley, and their respective teams for their support throughout
the year. I would also like to thank my colleagues on the other side of the chamber. We all enter this place because
we care deeply about our communities and the future of Western Australia. Thank you for your commitment.
Although we may vigorously disagree on policy at times, there remains a shared belief in the importance of public
service and democratic debate. That shared commitment is what allows this institution to endure.

To the parliamentary committees, their chairs and members, thank you for the substantial work undertaken this
year. Much of the committee work is detailed and demanding, but it plays a critical role in scrutinising legislation,
contributing to public policy and improving outcomes for Western Australia. I also acknowledge the journalists of
the press gallery who work hard to hold all of us to account. A strong and independent media is essential as a pillar
of our democracy and, although their scrutiny can sometimes be uncomfortable, it is necessary and valued.

As we close the parliamentary year, I want to recognise the families of members of Parliament—the partners,
children and loved ones who support us through the long hours, the late sittings and many demands of public life.
We could not do this job without their patience and understanding and we thank them sincerely. Finally, as we
move to the festive season and prepare for the year ahead, I wish all members, staff and their families a safe and
restful break. I look forward to returning in 2026 to continue the important work entrusted to us by the people of
Western Australia. Thank you again, Mr Speaker. I commend these remarks to the house and wish you all a very
merry Christmas and a successful 2026.

Mr Roger Cook (Kwinana—Premier) (4:19 pm): Today marks the final day of 2025 for the 42nd Parliament of
Western Australia and what a year it has been. Globally, we have seen heightened geopolitical tensions; economic,
trade and energy markets undergoing fundamental shifts; longstanding alliances and treaties are being tested; and
cultural, climatic and technological change accelerating at an unprecedented pace.
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Closer to home, it has been just as eventful. We have passed 18 pieces of legislation eight months into this
Parliament, including the Assisted Reproductive Technology and Surrogacy Bill 2025 last night. By year's end, 1
hope to say that we have passed 21 bills, with the State Development Bill 2025, Liquor Control Amendment Bill
2025 and Help to Buy (Commonwealth Powers) Bill 2025 awaiting tick off in the Legislative Council. That will
mean we need to come back for one more day in this place. But where would members rather be on 16 December
than back in the chamber?

In this house alone, we have passed 28 bills, but our achievements this year extend beyond Parliament. As a
government, we have been driving impact across WA since March, including connecting Metronet to more
suburbs; building more homes, with completions at an eight-year high of 22,600; building more capacity in our
hospitals, announcing a $1.5 million Building Hospitals Fund; skilling more tradies and nurses through free TAFE;
offering meaningful redress to the stolen generations through the WA Stolen Generations Redress Scheme;
creating new public holidays, ensuring hospitality and retail workers get the penalty rates they deserve; advancing
globally significant projects like AUKUS and critical minerals to diversify our economy; boosting renewable
power generation ahead of exiting coal at the end of the decade; starting construction of the Clean Energy Link—
North expansion, which is the largest investment in electricity transmission that WA has seen for more than a
decade; and helping secure World Heritage status for our ancient rock art collection at Murujuga. We have
announced a new marine park at Exmouth Gulf, adding to the 6.5 million hectares of conservation estate created
under our government.

At the end of last year, we farewelled 25 retiring members, including Hon Michelle Roberts, the first woman to
become Speaker of the Legislative Assembly in the history of the WA Parliament, and Ministers Sue Ellery, John
Quigley and David Templeman. It was an honour to have served alongside them. I said last year that I was looking
forward to, potentially and hopefully, working with a new cabinet and a new team, and I am pleased to say that
that is now a reality. This year, we welcomed 21 new members to the Parliament, including 11 new Labor
members. Congratulations to you all. We have also welcomed a new Speaker, the member for Forrestfield.
Congratulations to you once again.

I had the privilege of forming a new cabinet, which includes three new ministers: Meredith Hammat, the member
for Girrawheen; Jessica Stojkovski, the member for Kingsley; and Hon Matthew Swinbourn. They join Deputy
Premier Rita Saffioti and a strong team of experienced ministers. This diverse and experienced cabinet has a more
ambitious agenda to deliver, and that is the focus of our agenda—delivery—specifically, the delivery of our
priorities for this term. Our vision is for Western Australia to remain the strongest economy in the nation and the
best place to get a quality job by remaining a global leader in the resources industry, diversifying our economy for
the future, becoming a renewable energy powerhouse and making more things here. Our vision is also about
ensuring all Western Australians can access the health care they need when they need it. It is about ensuring
Western Australians have a home, building safe and inclusive communities, building on our record of protecting
and restoring our environment, and ensuring that no matter where we live in—in our suburbs, towns, regional
centres or remote communities—that all Western Australians have access to the infrastructure and services we
need.

To deliver on our priorities, we have created the new portfolios of Health Infrastructure, driving major projects
like the women's and babies' hospital, upgrades to Royal Perth Hospital and Midland Hospital, and regional
commitments, including the Peel Health Campus; Preventative Health, the first of its kind nationally, to reduce
long-term hospital demand; Aged Care and Seniors, working with the Commonwealth to free up hospital beds;
Housing and Works, signalling a new approach to building; and Economic Diversification and Manufacturing,
delivering our vision for a future made in WA. We have renewed our commitment to regional WA, with dedicated
ministers ensuring communities have jobs, services and infrastructure.

As members of Parliament, we are lucky to have a dedicated network of people behind us who make us look good,
hopefully, and make this institution of democracy work. I thank the clerks, chamber staff, Parliament House staff,
security, reception, cleaners, kitchen staff and gardeners. I also acknowledge the Leader of the House, Hon David
Michael, the leaders of the Legislative Council, Ministers Dawson and Jarvis, all parliamentary secretaries,
including my own, the member for Landsdale, the member for Kimberley and the member for Cockburn, my
ministerial office staff, my new Chief of Staff, Daniel Smith, and the new Leader of the Opposition and returning
Nationals leader. Leading the opposition is one of the toughest jobs in politics, and I respect the Leader of the
Opposition's dedication. I also thank the Department of the Premier and Cabinet and all agencies under my
responsibility. To my electorate office team—Boba, Vanessa, Hunter and Tara—thank you for your incredible
work. To electorate officers everywhere as part of this great state's democracy, thank you for the work that you
do. I thank the dignitary protection unit for ensuring that we can remain safe. Finally, to my family— Carly, Toby
and Isabelle—thank you for your unwavering support.

I want to take the opportunity to wish everyone a safe and happy festive season. This has been an extraordinary
year, as the Leader of the House said, with elections at every level of government in an era of ever advancing
change and technological innovation, which will continue to impact and challenge us all. Our democracy is one
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amongst many, but is standing tall amongst all those democracies as the best equipped to deal with these
challenges. I know as a Parliament we will continue to meet those challenges on behalf of the people we represent.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, everybody.

Mr Basil Zempilas (Churchlands—Leader of the Opposition) (4:26 pm): I too would like to extend my sincere
thanks to all those people who have assisted us to do our work.

Firstly, if I could reflect on the Premier's remarks. I thank the Premier for his kindness towards all of us and for
the gratitude that he has expressed. We appreciate the respect that has been afforded all of us in this 42nd
Parliament of Western Australia.

I will say, not just on behalf of our new colleagues but also all new colleagues in the chamber, that it is a great
privilege to stand in the Parliament of Western Australia and represent the people of our electorates and the people
of Western Australia, wherever they may live. It is certainly not lost on us, and I am sure it is not lost on my fellow
new colleagues, the class of 2025, what a privilege this is. When we had the opportunity to be inducted together
and go through some of the learning opportunities that were given to us by the parliamentary staff, I think we had
a brief moment together when we realised this was a special journey that we were about to embark on. Indeed, it
has been exactly that.

As the Speaker and the experienced members opposite me will know, this is a robust, combative and, at times,
theatrical chamber. It is part of the territory that we all signed up for. We knew that and came here willingly
because we accepted that this is a part of the arena and a great part of this privilege that not many Western
Australians get to do. We are here, and how proud we are to be in this place.

I would like to also thank Mathew Bates, the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, and Liz Kerr, the Deputy Clerk
of the Legislative Assembly, and all of the teams. Mathew and Liz, please pass on our sincere thanks. As mentioned
by the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party, I want to say when those on this side came into a new environment
with not a lot of lead time and a lot to learn in a very short space of time, no question was too mundane or too
routine for the great parliamentary officers who work with us.

On that matter, I want to say that members opposite, by and large, were also particularly helpful to us as we forged
this new career. At times, we were not always certain of what the next thing on the agenda was or what the next
move in this place was, but most of them gave us the luxury of that opportunity to find our feet. I remember when
we first gathered as the new Liberal team, and we talked about the opportunity that we had, the great thrill to be in
this place and the great thrill to represent the people of Western Australia. I said that we are going to make some
mistakes, and that is okay, because in a brand-new environment, without having been in Parliament before, we
will make some mistakes, but as long as we learn and understand the roles that we need to play and grasp that
quickly, people will be accommodating and will understand that we are finding our feet.

On that note, | want to particularly thank the only member of the WA Liberals class of 2025 in the lower house
with previous parliamentary experience. The member for Vasse has been an incredible support to all of us and to
all of our new Nationals WA colleagues also. Libby, we will forever be grateful for the great assistance and great
patience you have shown all of us. You have been a wonderful teammate and the camaraderie between us is really
something special.

Several members interjected.
Mr Basil Zempilas: I did say most of them over there, did I not? Not all of them!

To the members of our Nationals WA team and to the new members, thank you for being on this journey with us.
We are in the trenches together. It has been a great experience.

To the member for Roe, for showing us how to find afternoon tea, for showing us how to find morning tea and for
showing us how to find tickets to the cricket if they are going, we appreciate all your guidance and leadership!

I have to say to the Leader of the Nationals WA, the former Leader of the Opposition, I used to watch a fair bit of
question time on TV—often I was getting a mention, so I had a tune in last year—and obviously I would also see
the Leader of the Nationals on TV giving press conferences. From a distance, I thought, jeez, he looks like a cranky
old bastard!

Mr Roger Cook: What's the punchline?

Mr Basil Zempilas: Premier, largely, I was right! Shane, you have also been absolutely magnificent. I have greatly
appreciated that I can sit in this chair and turn left and right to ask for advice and that that advice has been so free,
willing and forthcoming.

I also want to say that, like everybody else, our families give up a lot to give us this opportunity. We are very
grateful for them. To all the members behind me who have welcomed me and hosted others in their electorates,
thank you. It is a great privilege and a great pleasure.
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To all the ministers opposite—the member for Perth, the Deputy Premier, the Premier, all of you—thank you.
When we are outside of this very robust environment, and when there are matters that affect our constituents, thank
you for always being so willing to discuss them. I think the thing that has struck me most about this place is that
although it gets very willing in here, when there is a genuine matter of concern in the community, all of you have
always been willing to discuss that. I think that is a great thing for all of us to be able to take away from this place,
so I thank you.

Finally, to the manager of government business, who probably has been the person on the other side to assist us
the most in this place, thank you for what you have been able to do for all of us, working together with our deputy
leader and our Whip, Liam Staltari, who has done a magnificent job. Liam, thank you for that. We really do
appreciate it. Thank you to the manager of government business for working with our team to make it smooth for
us in our first term. Many members will know that the member for Balcatta is a great cricketer and was a very
good fast bowler. It is fitting, actually, in my previous career, I used to watch the cricket for a living, and I have
had the cricket on here. I hope members do not mind. It is 3 for 138 up at the Gabba, for those of you watching. I
was chatting to the member for Balcatta's father at a recent event, and he was telling me with such great admiration
what a great cricketer he was, and in particular a very good fast bowler.

Mr David Michael: I think the replay would demonstrate otherwise!

Mr Basil Zempilas: I said to his dad, "Mr Michael, what was he like with a bat?" He said, "Oh, no, he was a
terrible batsman!" He told me that he remembered that once, he had needed to contact you urgently, member for
Balcatta, and you had been in the middle of a horror form slump. You had made a duck, a duck, 1 and a duck, but
your dad needed to contact you for some reason, he needed to get you home, so apparently he rang the change
rooms at Balcatta Oval and the 12th man answered the phone. Your dad said to the 12th man, "Hi, it's David
Michael's dad. Can I speak to him? I need to get an urgent message to him." The 12th man said to him, "I'm sorry,
Mr Michael, he's just gone out to bat", and your dad said, "It's okay, I'll hang on!" David, thank you for your great
assistance.

To everybody in the chamber, to all of those who have played a huge part in making our first year in the chamber
as successful as it has been, we are really grateful.

The final thing I will say is to the members opposite who, in quieter moments, have taken the opportunity to say
quietly to us, "Thank you for being here, thank you for the increased numbers, and thank you for playing your role
to help us be better"—

Mr Roger Cook: Who said that?

Mr Basil Zempilas: Premier, I can give you the names if you want! I would be happy to share which members it
was! But to those of you who have said, "Thank you for playing your role in this chamber and thank you for
helping us to be better at our roles", we greatly appreciate that. We give you the guarantee that we will continue
to do that over the next three years of the 42nd Parliament of Western Australia.

Finally, a very merry Christmas to everybody. To all our families, we say thank you for the great sacrifices that
you make, like the families of those opposite, and the parliamentary staff, who often have to work late into the
night. We wish you a very merry Christmas. We will see you on the 16th. Happy new year, everyone, and thank
you.

(Applause.)

Mr Shane Love (Mid-West—Leader of the Nationals WA) (4:36 pm): I stand between crayfish and champagne
and the chamber, as well as yourself, I think, Mr Speaker. You probably have a few words to say as well.

That was quite a presentation from the Leader of the Opposition. It shows what a lifetime spent in the entertainment
and media industry can do for one's public speaking skills. My time has mainly been spent sitting on a tractor or
something going around with the only bloke to talk to was the fellow looking back at me in the rear-vision mirror!
That is a very different upbringing. That is the typical sort of situation for members of the Nationals WA. We often
find ourselves coming into this place from all sorts of different roles. This particular intake of Nationals in this
Parliament has been very gratifying. We started off with four in the last Parliament and sort of ended up with three,
but we have managed to double that. We have come back with six, and we have six very diverse people who have
come in. The member for Warren—Blackwood used to start his speeches with the fact that he was growing spuds
at "Manji" for 25 years, and then he went into beef, and then he went into avocados or something, then he went
back into spuds. I said to him, "Mate, that's great, but you have to actually have something else to say!" But he
kept on saying it, then he got elected, and he has turned out to be a fabulous member for Warren—Blackwood. I
am very proud of him today for the efforts that he put in and for the grievance that he raised.

I turn to the member for Albany, Scott Leary. What a businessperson! He has had a stellar career in the Albany
community in basketball. Everybody in Albany knows Scotty. I tried to walk around the Albany show with him,
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and I could not get from one end of the showground to the other. I just ran out of time. Everyone wants to talk to
him.

The member for Geraldton has had a fabulous career on the farm, but also in community service, development
commissions, boards for government entities, and as shire president—she has done it all. Of course, we also have
the youngest one, who actually has the most experience of this sort of world in the member for Central Wheatbelt.
The member for Central Wheatbelt also has some other outstanding qualities. He is our party Whip. He has been
called to order 51 times already. He has only been thrown out once, so his average is doing a little bit better than
Joe Root, I think! He has been a fabulous source of energy for our party.

To my loyal deputy, who is vying with both the Premier and I think the member for Bassendean for the title of
most popular local member—are you in front? Where do you sit with that?

Mr Peter Rundle: I'm not too sure!

Mr Shane Love: I think you are either one, two or three in the chamber! He is a fabulous, loyal and hardworking
deputy and it is a pleasure to have him, as well as our two new members in the Legislative Council, Hon Julie
Freeman, our leader there, and also our Secretary of the Parliamentary National Party, Hon Rob Horstman.

Mr Speaker, thank you for your guidance throughout the year and for your patience. Sometimes I think you are a
little too patient. I think only one person has been thrown out. Probably I would have thrown out a few others on
both sides if I was the Speaker! But you are trying to educate and get people to learn the ropes without coming
down too hard. I thank you for that and for your forbearance on a range of things.

I found out the other day that the Deputy Speaker, the member for Kalgoorlie, could hear everything we talk about
in the passageway. At least she came clean and told us that she had heard all our tactics for the coming
parliamentary recess!

Clark Mathew Bates has done a great job with the induction processes, which have changed in this place. Of
course, his senior staff have helped with that—Liz Kerr, the Deputy Clerk; the Clerk Assistants, being Dr Isla
Macphail on the committee side and Catie Parsons on the procedures side; and, of course, our Sergeant-at-Arms,
Thomas, who has the loudest voice in the Parliament. I still remember the first time he came into this place and
shouted at the top of his voice—I think we all nearly fell over! He is moderating his voice a little bit more now.
To all the other chamber staff who assist here, thank you so much for your dedication and efforts.

The last time I did this speech, over 200 people worked at Parliament. I do not know how many there are at the
moment, but there are, say, 200. I wish each and every one of them all the very best and thank them for their
efforts, whether they work in the committees, in the library, in catering, in security, in the garden, in reception or
in IT—wherever they work. Of course, our Hansard people take out all the ums and ahs in our speeches and make
them look a lot better on paper than they actually ever were, so I thank you all for your service. All those 200
people get a little gift every year from the Nationals. This year, it was the job of the member for Albany to get that
gift. I do not know what he has arranged, but I am sure there is something very nice for each member of staff here,
whom we appreciate very much.

I would like to thank my electorate office staff who serve the great seat of Mid-West—Ali Cook, who has been
with me since I started this role; Belinda Dixon up in Carnarvon; and Shelly O'Connor and Kylie Davis in Dongara.
Premier, it is a lot of work for these electorate staff. I know that a little report was done and there was some
indication that more staff might be on their way. I can tell the Premier that my staff are desperately waiting for
him to get that underway! We look forward to that in the near future. That brings me to the staff in my leader's
office. I would like to thank Erin Wheatley, my chief of staff, as well as Bron, Holly, Antonius, Cole and Kate.
Then there is the state parliamentary Nationals secretariat. As I said to the Leader of the House today, we call them
"SPNatSec". SPNatSec is shared between Seb and Lisa—thank you for all you do.

I would also like to thank my opposition alliance colleagues. I thank the Leader of the Opposition, the member for
Churchlands, for his contribution and for the fine speech he just made; the member for Vasse, the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition and also Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party; and the member for Carine, our Whip. I would also
like to thank Narelle Cant and the rest of the LOOP staff for all the work they do as well.

Of course, I would like to thank the people of the Mid-West. It is an honour to be the inaugural member for this
newly formed seat. It is a little bit bigger than the seat I had before, but I am getting to know the Murchison and
the Gascoyne much better than I knew it before while still keeping in touch with the older areas of the electorate.
I would like to thank everybody in the National Party who contributed to the election campaign and has supported
members in their various electorates since that time, and especially our acting state director, Deb Carson; our
newly appointed state director, Daniel Green; and Paul Gillett, our state president.

As we conclude this parliamentary year, we will be out on the roads, out in the water and getting out and about.
We know that this is the festive season, but it is also a time when first responders are often in action. As we saw
last week with the fire tragedy and the marine situation, these are the people who actually keep our communities
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safe. I just want to say a big thankyou to all volunteer and career firefighters, ambos and paramedics, police, nurses,
hospital staff and everybody else who is out there on the front line protecting Western Australia each and every
summer. [ wish each and every one of you a safe and peaceful festive season.

I would also like to thank the Premier for the service he has provided to the people of Western Australia. I know
it is probably one of the most stressful roles that anyone could undertake in this state, and I thank him for that. I
also thank the Deputy Premier and all ministers who have contributed. I especially thank the Leader of the House,
who has been very cooperative. He is always someone you can talk to in confidence to work out what is going to
happen around the operations of the Parliament for the day. You think you have got it all down and then, of course,
as we know in this place, everything changes and we are back to square one, but that is the way it goes. I thank the
Leader of the House so much for that. I also thank the member for Southern River, the Whip. I have learned how
to do petitions better, so thank you very much for the "Terry Healy campaign for bus stops in Southern River". We
will be conducting campaigns of a similar nature using his tactics going forward. We have been trying to work out
how we could make petitions work better in the LA—I know we have had that discussion with the Leader of the
House—but I think we have found the answer through Terry Healy's campaigns on bus stops. I do not know what
other things he is running in Southern River, but it seems a very effective tool, and we are all looking on with
much interest.

To everyone in this place, whichever side of Parliament you sit, I wish to thank you for putting yourselves forward.
I know that you are committed to your communities. I might not agree with everything you think and say, but I
understand that commitment and also the service that you are providing and also that of your family and the support
staff who are behind you. To each and every one of you, your family and your friends, I wish you a very merry
Christmas.

Members: Hear, hear!
(Applause.)

The Speaker (Mr Stephen Price) (4:46 pm): Thank you, Leader of the Nationals. Members, it is my turn to finish
off the thankyous and the speeches. It says here that a short speech is a good speech, so I will try my best. As the
Leader of the National Party mentioned, there are a few hundred people here in Parliament, and you are about to
hear their names. It is my pleasure to wrap up the first year of the 42nd Parliament. I have a few acknowledgements
that I would like to make. Firstly, to our Clerk, Mat Bates—thanks, Mat. We can all agree that Mat has run a
fabulous tight ship with calm, effectiveness and skill. There is no question that he cannot answer and no issue that
he will not tackle. He has provided me with great assistance and helped me, as a new Speaker, to feel supported
whenever I needed it, so I thank him. To Liz Kerr, the Deputy Clerk—thanks, Liz. She has been of equally great
assistance, is always up for a laugh and brings a positive attitude to the building, which is deeply appreciated. To
both Clerk Assistants, Catie Parsons and Isla Macphail, your support has been invaluable. Running both the house
and committee offices is a herculean task, yet you ensure they run smoothly and effectively. To my Sergeant-at-
Arms, Thomas Moorhead, your booming voice could probably be heard from Fremantle! Whether convincing me
to table the parliamentary cricket scores or suspending a member just once this year, he has done it all with
enthusiasm and professionalism. I thank you.

I would also like to acknowledge all the staff of the Assembly office—Denis Hippolyte, Rachel Wells, Lachlan
Gregory, Lisa Bellano, Darren Seet and Jesceline Requiero. You are the engine room of this house. I am truly
blessed to have such an effective, professional and knowledgeable team. You make the work look easy, although
I know it is anything but. Thank you for all you do here in the Legislative Assembly. To my executive officer
Niko—where did he go? There he is! Thanks Nik; your assistance has been amazing this year so far and I love the
enthusiasm you bring to the role. To Anthony James, my steward, thank you for guiding me through this year as
well. From having a coffee ready for me each morning to providing top service for every ambassador, delegate or
guest I have hosted, your support has been outstanding.

To the staff of the committee office, Vanessa Beckingham, Lisa Peterson, Michele Chiasson, Jamie Bourne, Sam
Hutchinson, Marie Martin, Lucy Roberts, Jovita Hogan, Sylvia Wolf, Sarah Palmer, Maddie Evans, Suzanne
Veletta, Jacob Keillor, Patricia Woodcock and Pamela Clarke, you do amazing work assisting all your Chairs and
committee members. I know they appreciate the care and dedication you provide.

To Hansard, thank you very much for the amazing job you do. I feel sorry for you sometimes trying to capture a
lot of the contributions that happen in here, especially during question time.

To the executive officer to the Clerk, Maria Santos, thank you for everything, Maria, from managing CPA meetings
to booking flights—a task that I am glad that I do not have to do myself. To the governance and business
improvement adviser, Narelle Wren, I also thank you for your contribution this year and certainly look forward to
the outcome of your work.

To our catering department staff, particularly operations manager, Mark Gabrielli, functions coordinator, Aggie
Lipari, and assistant dining room manager, Roger Mouttet, the events have been plentiful this year and you and all
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your staff make life here at Parliament relaxing, enjoyable and special. You have kept us well fed, well watered
and thoroughly spoiled.

To the executive leadership of the Parliamentary Services Department, Rob Hunter, Belinda Corey, Patricia
Traegde and all your colleagues, thank you. This building is full of members and lots of requests, and you have
handled them all with grace and efficiency.

Finally, to all the security staff, both our own plus those from WA Police, gardeners, finance, payroll, reception
and building services staff, there are far too many of you to mention individually, but you all play an integral role
in this building. Please accept not only my thanks, but also the gratitude of all members for keeping us safe,
maintaining the grounds beautifully and ensuring that the building stands strong while we toil away in this
chamber.

To my electorate staff, Natalie and Keegan, thank you.
To the Premier, thank you for your friendship and support and the leadership you have shown.

To the Leader of the Opposition, member for Churchlands, congratulations on your first year in the Parliament.
Taking on the role of leader in your inaugural year is no easy feat. To the Leader of the Nationals, the member for
Mid-West, I express my gratitude for another year of your steady leadership and for guiding your party through
the parliamentary processes.

I would also like to acknowledge both the Leader of the House, the member for Balcatta, and the manager of
opposition business, the member for Vasse. You have both worked effectively and efficiently and have managed
the agenda of this place with little worry and not much stress.

To both Whips, the members for Southern River and Carine, thank you for both for keeping this place full of
members and for your assistance during divisions.

To the Deputy Speaker, the member for Kalgoorlie, and all my Acting Speakers, thank for your assistance and
commitment to maintaining order in this place. It is not an easy task, as I well know, but you have taken it in your
stride and shown yourselves willing and able whenever called upon, and I thank you for that.

To all remaining members. I wish you an enjoyable Christmas break. Spend it with family and friends. Take the
time to recharge and relax, and, above all, be safe and take care and have a wonderful festive season. Merry
Christmas. Thank you.

(Applause.)
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4:53 pm

Questions on notice answered today are available on the Parliament of Western Australia's website
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