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House to approve of it afterwards. The
intention was that any concession made
should be made subject to the approval
of the Legislature. For instance, if the
construction of a railway on the land
grant system were proposed, the Government could not enter into any agreement
on the subject without reference to the
Council. The same with timber concessions.
The clause gave the Legislative Council more power than it ever
had before in these matters.
The clause was then put and passed.
MRs. GRANT moved that the followig New Clause be added to the regu]ations :-"Any pastoral lessee in the
Kimberley, North-West, Gascoyne, and
Eucla Divisions, who shall have in his
possession in any such division ten (10)
head of sheep, or one head of large
stock, for each one thousand acres leased,
may at any time within five years of the
coming into operation of these regulations apply to purchase in any of the
aforesaid divisions, for the purpose of a
homestead, any area in one block not exceeding one per cent. of the total quantity
held by such lessee nder pastoral lease
in such division, on the same terms and
subject to the samie conditions prescribed
for purchase uuder Clause 41 of these
regulations; provided that the minimum:
area, shall not be less than 500 acres."
Hon. members were aware that a similar
concession had been made to lessees in
other parts of the colony, and he thought
the same privilege ought to be extended to the Northern lessees, so that
they might get a homestead around
them. As special areas were allowed to
be declared, he thought this would be a
sort of security to the lessees.
THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LA.NDS (Hon. J. Forrest) thought there
should be a maximum as well as a minimum area. mentioned, otherwise the
clause might lead to abuses. He would
suggest that the words, " nor more than
5,000 acres" be added to the clause, which
seemed to him a reasonable limit.
MRs. LOTON did not think the concession should be granted at all, without
a Limitation as to the maximum area,
otherwise a man who took up a million
acres would have the right to select
10,000 acres for a homestead-the best
portion of his run.
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MR. GRANT said he would accept the
suggestion of the Commissioner; and the
the words "nor more than 5,000 acres"
were added to the clause.
The clause was then put and passed.
Progress reported.
The House adjourned at five o'clock,
p.m.

LEGISLATIVE

COUNCIL,
Wednesday, 18th August, 1886.

Sidings on Eastern Railway between York and Beverky-Customs Receipt at DerbyadWnmnpldam o
taried Women's Pprty IJI -Bal
late Peomberton Walcott-Amendment of Standing
Bill:
second
readiing-Estimnates,
Orders-Roma
1887: Financial Staterment-Adjouaneet.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
seven o'clock, p.m.
PRAYERS.
SIDINGS ON EASTERN RAILWAY BETWEEN YORK AND BEV7ERLEY.

MR. HARPER asked the Commissioner
of Railways whether it was the intention
of the Government to put any sidings on
the railway line between York and Beverley; if not, why notF
THE COMMISSIONER OF RA.ILWAYS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said it was
the intention of the Government to place
a siding or sidings, if required, on the
line between York, and Beverley, when
and where it may hereafter be proved
they would be of any practical benefit to
the district.

CUSTOMS DUTIES AT DERBY AND
WYNDREAM.

Mn. MARMION asked the Acting
Colonial Secretary to lay on the table of
the HouseA return showing the amount
(i.)
of Customs duties received at
Derby and Wyndhiam during
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the months of June and July "Walcott, at Broome, Roebuck Bay, in
"the Kimberley District."
last.
MR. McRAE seconded the motion.
(z.) Whether it is true that the
Mn. WITTENOOM said he was really
Sub-Collector of Customs at
Derby has allowed certain at a loss to know why this motion had
goods imported by miners to been placed on the Notice raper. He
be passed free of duty ?
was not acquainted himself with the anTHE ACTING COLONIAL SECRE- tecedents of the gentleman referred to,
and he should be much obliged-and he
TARY (Hon. M. S. Smith) replied.(r,) The amount of Customs duties thought ether members would, too-if
received at Derbsy during the the hon. member who brought it forward
months of June and July was: would give the House some of his rcasons
as follows :-June, £478 9s.: for asking it to agree to his motion.
6d.; July, £878 11s. 5d. No No doubt the hon. member had very
certain information has been good reasons for doing so, and, for aught
received by the Collector of he knew, the gentleman referred to may
Customs as to the amount re- have been a,most deserving individual;
ceived at Wyndham during still he was not aware himsel what his
antecedents were,
those months.
(2.) The entries do not disclose the
MR. GRANT was very much surprised
fact that any goods imported to hear the hon. member say-he could
by miners at Derby have been only attribute it to his downright ignorance-that he bad not beard of the late
passed free of duty.
Pemberton Walcott, whose name had
been before this country for the past
twenty years, a man who had distinMARRIED WOMEN'S PROPERTY BILL.
guished himself, and who first pointed
MR. PARKER-who had a. notice out the value of one of the principal instanding in his name, to move for dustries of this colony-the pearl shell
leave to introduce a Bill to amend the industry. Since then, he might state for
Law of Property and Contract with the hon. member's information, the late
respect to Married Women - said al- Mr. Walcott was engaged by this Govthough he felt the subj ect was one well ernment as Inspector of Pearl Shell
deserving of the consideration of the Fisheries, for years; and how a man who
House-in fact, he felt there was no bad been living in the colony so long and
subject which the House ought to regard who had been so prominently before the
it as its duty to consider as early as country should be unknown to any mempossible more than some measure that ber of that House was past his comprewould do tardy justice to the class of hension. This money was asked for
persons referred to-still, personally, he simply to mark the grave of an efficient
regretted to say he had no time at pre- public officer, who had done his duty
sent to take the matter in hand ; and, as well, and who gave general satisfaction.
the session was drawing to a close, it He wovild leave it to the good sense of
was not his intention to proceed any the House to say whether his last resting
further with the notice standing in his place, in that lonely spot where he died
and was buried, should not be marked
name.
with some token of respect.
Ma. WITTENOOM thought if the
deceased
gentleman had done so much to
PEMBERTON WALCOTT'S BURIAL
develop the pearling industry, those who
PLACE.
had since done so well out of that indusMR. GRANT, in accordance with try might at least have shown their
notice, moved, "That an humble ad- respect for the memory of their benefac"dress be presented to His Excellency tor by fencing in his grave.
"the Governor, praying that he will be
Mn. PARKER said although he was
"pleased to place £50 on the Estimates as a rule opposed to such motions,
"for 1887 to fence in And to mark the he thought in this instance, if the Gov'"last resting place of the late remberton ernment could afford it, they would be
1886.]
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doing what was right and proper, under
the circumstances, if they were to do
what the hon. member wished to be done
in this matter. But he should imagine
the necessary funds might come out of
the" Incidental " vote, without requesting
His Excellency to place a special vote on
the Estimates.
THFE ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARLY (Hon. If. S. Smith) said if the
proposal met with the approval of the
Rouse, the Government had no desire to
oppose it; but, really he did not think
there was any necessity for a special vote,
If the hon. member's proposal was regarded with favor by the House, he
might say, on behalf of the Government,
that they would undertake to do what
was necessary in the matter,
MR. VENN said he was surprised
when he saw the notice on the paper.
Allowing that the deceased gentleman
was worthy of all that bad been said of
him, he believed he was well-connected in
the colony, and it appeared to him rather
am insult to the members of his family
that a small sum like this should be
asked for from that House to mark his
last resting place. If there was nothing
to mark his grave, if he had been buried
almost as a pauper, it was not the fault
of the Government, and he did not think
it was a proper object at all for spending
any of the public funds upon.
THE COMMISSIONER
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OF STANDNG ORDERS.
MR. PARKER, in moving the adoption of various alterations in the Standing Orders, said the first alteration which
he proposed would virtually have the
effect of abolishing the day sitting on
Tuesday, leaving Thursday as the only
day on which a, morning sitting shoul
be held.
He thought perhaps there
might be some disagreement as to this
proposal, but he tbought it must be evident to all hon. members that, so far as
the members of the Government were
concerned, it was very awkward for them
to have to come to the House during
office hours, and be away from their
offices during the principal business portion of the day. This, of course, would
be avoided by having an evening sitting;
and the inconvenience would be reduced
to a minimum if they only had one worn.
ing sitting throughout the week. Not
only were Government members incommoded, but also other members who had
business of their own to attend to. For
instance, personally it was a great inconvenience to him, and he was sure it was
to the Attorney General, and also to
others who were interested in outside
matters, to have to leave their enagpements in order to attend the House,
when by having an evening sitting no
one would be inconvenienced. If there
were any particular reason why they

'AMENDMENT

OF CROWN should not meet at night, he should not

LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said he had
not intended to have spoken at all, but,
after the remarks that bad just fallen
from the hen. member for Wellington,
he thought it was his duty to say a, few
words. He thought the lion. member
might have withheld his remarks in this
ease, for this reason: although the late
Mr. Walcott was very respectably eonnected in this colony, he did not know
that those who were close relations of his
were particularly rich; and it would cost,
he should say, about £40 to enclose this
grave and to erect any decent sort of a
tablet to his memory. He thought they
ought not to allow a6man like the late
Pemuberton Walcott to be buried like a
dog, and he thought it was only right
and proper that the representative of the
district should come forward as he had
done in this matter.
The motion, upon being put, was
agreed to.

press hion. members to agree to this
alteration. He might point out that this
was only a recent innovation, having two
'morning sittings during the week; and
he thought he might say that hon. niem'bers, during the evening sittings, went
Ithrough the business with more spirit
and energy than they generally did
during a morning sitting. Some hon.
members might say that, if a member
'was incouvenienced, he was not bound to
attend. That was true. But, speaking
for himself, he might say that he was
often absolutely debarred from attendin
owing to the pressure of professional
work. His absence perhaps might not
be considered a great loss; but there
were other hon. members whose constrained absence might be a serious
loss. The next amendment he had to
'propose was to strike out the words " six
members," in the fifth line of Standing
Order No. 2, and to insert in lieu thereof
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the words " one-third part at least of the
members of the said Council." This rule
would then read thus: "If half-an-hour
subsequent to his (the Speaker) taking
the Chair there be not present one-third
at least of the members of the said
Council, exclusive of the Speaker, the
Speaker shall adjourn the Council."
The Standing Order as it now stood
conflicted with the Imperial statute regulating the conduct of business in the
House, which provided that there shall
be at least one-third of the members
present to constitute a quorum. The number "six" was inserted when there were
only eighteen members in the House,
but now that they had a larger number
of members, the number was opposed to
that required by the Imperial statute to
constitute a quorum, and it was also in
conflict with another of their own
Standing Orders which provided that
" if notice be taken that there is not
present one-third of the members, exelusive of the Speaker, the Speaker shall,
on ascertaining such to be the case, by his
own authority adjourn the Council."
Another alteration which he proposed
was to strike out the 49th Standing
Order, which was at variance with a new
Standing Order adopted last session.
The 49th Order provided that the House
should not proceed upon any motion for
an address to the Governor, praying
that any money may be issued or that
any expense may be incurred, except
in 'committee. But, according to the
new Standing Order adopted last session,
these addresses to the Governor could
be discussed in the House, without going
into committee; which conflicted with
the 49th Standing Order, which he therefore now sought to repeal. With regard
to his next proposal-that on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Fridays, Government
business should take precedence of all
other business on the Notice Paper except questions-he was Dot personally
concerned in pressing this upon the
House, but he believed it was the rule in
all the Legislatures of the other colonies,
and elsewhere, that Government business
shud tak e eedence on certain days'
He proposed here that it should Itak
pecedene on three days in the week,
which would give private members two
days on which Government business
In the
should not take precedence.
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House of Commons, he believed, private
members had only one day in the weekWednesday. He saw no reason himself
why this course should not be adopted
here as in other Legislatures, especially
as it would facilitate the transaction of
public business. He would suggest that
each of his proposed amendments should
be put to the House separately, and considered oeriatim.
This was agreed to.
MR. PARKER then formally moved
that in Standing Order No. 2, the word
"Tuesdays" he inserted between "Mondays and Wednesdays" in the second
line, and the words "Tuesdays and' in
the third line be struck out.
MR. SHENTON said he must oppose
the proposed alteration. He was rather
surprised that the hon. member should
have brought it forward, for it was only
a short time since that the House, by a
majority, decided that there should
large
be two day sittings in the week. The
hon. member had brought forward no
serious argument why they should go
back to the old practice, and he thought
the present practice of two day sittings
was more convenient to members generally.
MR. WITTENOOM said he also should
oppose the proposed change. He thought
it would be a very inadvisable course to
adopt, and one that would interfere
greatly with the despatch of business.
The hon. member who proposed the
change said it interfered with people's
business to attend the House in the daytime. He could quite understand that
it did interfere with their business; but
it interfered with some members' businesses very much to come there at all. He
knew, speaking for himself, it was a great
inconvenience and a very great sacrifice
of individual interests and time. He believed if this proposal were carried out
there would be very little work done, and
the session would be prolonged, much to
the inconvenience of country members;
though possibly it might suit one or two
members living in town, that they should
only meet in the evening. But, if hon.
members chose to accept the position of
areeettive they must be prepared
to put tup with any little inconveniences
posiion might give rise to;
whchif the
and
it initerfered. with their private
affairs they must sacrifice their private
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affairs to their public duties. So far as
he was concerned he should like to see
the House meeting every day from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., and again from 7 p.m.
until midnight,-except on Saturday.
Mn. RANDELTJ said he also should
oppose the proposed alteration.
He
could understand members of the legal
profession finding some difficulty in atday sittings; at"the same time
tending
he thoughlt this Standing Order had
worked ver y well indeed. The cause of
its introduction a few sessions ago was
that a great deal more work, as a rule,
was done in the day than in the evening,
there being too much temptation in
the evening to speak to the galleries.
He believed himself that a reference to
the record of their proceedings would
show that a great deal of the real business of the session was done at the day
sittings. He thought they had every
right in this matter to consider the
claims of members who came dlown from
the country for a long period of the year
and at great personal sacrifice to attend
the sessions. Possibly it might suggest
itself to some hon. members that the
reason why they got through more work
at the day sittings than at night was
because the legal members of the House
were absent from the day sittings.
There was another objection to the proposed alteration: it would only leave
hon. members one night in the week to
attend other proceedings that might be
going on. He believed one reason why
the present standing Order was adopted
was in consequence of the night sittings
interfering with the attendance of some
hon. members at their respective Church
services,-and he hoped there were some
hon. members in that House who took
their pleasure there as much as in attending the proceedings of Council.
MR. VEK&, I presume the hon.
member for Perth before bringing this
forward consulted his fellow members;
though I think the hon. member must
have done it on his own responsibility.
Still I should imagine he must have
conferred with other members of the
House. Surely the hon. member would
not bring forward a question like this
unless he was acting in concert with
other hon. members. I cannot think
myself that the hon. member is sincere
in the matter unless he has done so. I
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know, at all events, I have not been consulted, and my own opinion is that we
had better leave the Standing Orders as
they are.
Tnn

ACTNG COLONIAL SECRE-

TARY (Hon. MI. S. Smith) said it appeared to him that this was a question
concerning unofficial members more than
the official members; at the same time
he thought that the official members
deserved some consideration. The members on the Government benches were, of
course, all heads of departments, having
their own official duties to perform, daily,
and he thought the interests of the public
service should receive some consideration.
So far as he was personally concerned, and
so far as he was able to ascertain the
feelings of his colleagues on the subject,
they would prefer that this alteration
should take place, substituting an evening
sitting on Tuesday instead of a. morning
sitting. But, as he had already said, it
was a matter that concerned the unofficial
members-and especially country members-rather than the official members.
The Government members were ready at
any time to attend to their work.
The motion upon being put was negatived.
MR. PARKER then moved that the
words "six members," in the 5th line of
Standing Order No. 2, be struck out, and
the words " one-third part at least of the
said Council " inserted in lien thereof.
Agreed to.

MR. PARKER Moved that Standing

Order No. 49 be repealed.
Agreed to.
MR. PARKER moved that Standing
Order No. 56 be amended by striking out
the words "-six members" and inserting
" one-third part at least of the said
Council " in lieu thereof.
Agreed to.
MR. PARKER moved the following
new Standing Order, to stand as No. 3:
"1That on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays, Government business shall take
precedence of all other business on the
Notice Paper except Questions, and shall
be entered accordingly."
MR. WITTENOOM said it seemed to
him that they should be careful how they
dealt with this question. If they passed
this Order the probability was that
sometimes they would have scarcely any
attendlance, and it might be difficult to
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get a quoruim, anid there would have to Government business, still, instances mnay
be an adjournment, resulting in more occur in which a block might ensue, and,
loss of time. By mixing up Govern- in order to prevent it, it would be well, I
ment business with other business, as at think, that this new Standing Order
present, they were pretty sure of a full should be adopted.
MR. MARMION: It is possible that
attendance.
MR. SHENTON said the new Stand- the business may be blocked under this
ing Order was only carrying out what new rule just as well as under the pirewas the practice in other Legislative sent Standing Orders.
Assemblies,-that Government business
The motion was then adopted.
should take precedence on certain days,
and he thought it was advisable they
ROADS BILL.
should adopt the same rule here, On
several occasions, during the present sesTER ACTING ATTORNEY GENEsion, there had been great loss of time RAIL (Hon. S. Burt) said that on the
owing to the Government not being able occasion of moving the first reading of
to bring forward their bills until other this bill he spoke shortly of the effect of
Orders of the Day had been disposed of. the new provisions of the bill, and, again,
Mn. RAIWDELL said that under the on moving the second reading, on a more
present form of Government he did not recent occasion, he went more fully into
think the alteration would make much the subject; therefore, it would be simply
difference. All the business at present going over old ground for him to offer
might be said to be Government busi- any further explanation as to the object
ness. Possibly they might look upon and scope of the bill, in again movthe introduction of this proposed new ing that it be read a second time.
order as the fulfilment of the old adage, It would be in the recollection of the
"1Coming events cast their shadows House that when the motion for the
before." Probably the hon. member who second reading was put before, some hon.
had brought it forward had done so in members did not vote as they intended to
view of the early introduction of a form do, and the result of a subsequent division
of Government under which it would be having been to suspend the progress of
necessary for the Government to have the bill altogether, it now became necescontrol of three days in the week for sary that he should again formally move
their parliamentary business. At pres- "'That this bill. be now read a second
ent he hardly thought this was necessary. time."
MR. MARMION said, although he
Mn. SHENTON said he had looked
had no objection to the proposal, he did most carefully into the provisions of the
not see the necessity for it. No opposi- bill, and he noticed some very important
tion was ever thrown in the way of the clauses, which he thought would require
Government whenever they wished to some very careful consideration before
bring forward any measure; every desire passing them into law. It was a very
was shown to facilitate the public busi- voluminous bill too, and, although as
ness in every way, and, for his own part, stated by the Attorney General the other
although he did not intend or feel dis- dlay a great many of its provisions were
posed to oppose the new rule, he cer- similar to those which existed in the pretainly saw no necessity for it.
sent Roads Board Act and Municipalities
THE ACTING COLONIAL SECRE- Act, yet he thought at this late period of
TARY (Hon. M. S. Smitb) : I think the session it would be unwise to take it
myself it would be desirable to adopt this in hand, and that it would better to postStanding Order. I believe there have pone it until next session. He would
been occasions on which, for the want of therefore move, as an amendment, to
such a rule, the progress of public busi- strike out all the words after "That,"
ness has been blocked; and, although I' and to insert the following, " this Bill
am inclined to agree with the hon. mem- be considered at the next session of
ber Mr. Eandell, and the hon. member Council."
for Fremantle, that there is no great
MR. VENN seconded the amendment.
necessity for its introduction, as almost
Mn. PARKER said if the bill was
all the business in this House is really a good bill and a, bill which the country
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wanted-and they were told that it
was-he hoped that country members
would not be disposed to go away and
leave its consideration for another twelve
months. On the other hand, if it was
not a good bill, he did not see what was
the good of bringing it in at all. From
what he could gather of the bill, it was
a very useful measure and one which the
country wanted very much, and which
would be a great advantage to them. If
so, why should they be kept waiting for
it another yearV
MR. WITTENOOM said hewas absent
yesterday, when the Attorney General
explained the provisions of the bill, and
therefore be had not heard the arguments
used in favor of the bill. But he thought
they had quite as much in hand as they
could get through this session, without
this bill. He thought it was a. mistake
to bring forward important bills like this
when the session was about to close.
They saw that last session, with the Scab
Bill, which was brought in about this
time last session, the result being a
rubbishy bill, containing lots of provisions that were absurd, inconsistent,
and impracticable. He felt sure if the
present bill were to be proceeded with
now the result would be something
similar, and it would require to be put
into proper shape again next session, and
they would find the Acting Attorney
General opposing any interference with
the bill on the ground that it was only
recently passed.
Tn ACTING ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. S. Burt) said he omitted on
purpose makring a second speech that
evening in again moving the second
reading of the bill, for he was one of
those few members in that House who
did not like to hear his own voice. It
seemed to him that every session now, the
practice was becoming general, after they
arrived at a, certain stage, and had sat a
certain number of weeks, country members conceived a desire to get away, to go
back whence they came. It seemed to
dawn upon them suddenly, after they had
remained in Perth so many weeks, that
their presence was required elsewhere.
This year, this idea seemed to have impressed itself upon hon. members earlier
than usual. The House had not been in
session yet two months. It was the only
period of the year when the House did
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meet, and it was a matter of surprise to
outsiders how they got through so much
legislative work in so short a time, looking at all the varied requirements of a
large colony like this. As to the Scab
Act-to which reference had been made
by the hon. member for Geraldtonhe had heard the hon. member already
that evening accused of ignorance; and
he was afraid he must do the same. The
hon. member must be utterly ignorant of
the fact that the provisions he had
referred to were on the statute book
in 1882.
Last year's bill was only
a consolidation bill, with a few slight
amendments, which he was sure the hen.
member would cordially approve of if he
knew what they were. As to the present
bill, the Government had no desire to
press it upon the House if hon. members
did not wish it; but it did seem rather
paltry to object to it because it was apparently a big bill. If the country
wanted it, let hon. members tackle it,
and not be afraid of it. All the Government wanted was to ascertain the wishes
of the House, and the sooner a decision
was arrived at the more time would
there be to devote to the details of the
mauein committee.
"Mn. OWTHER thought the Government would be doing one of those
common sense things which that Rouse
had been urging upon it for years. if it
allowed-the country. an opportunity of
expressing some opinon upon bills of
this nature before they became law. It
was a most important bill as affecting
country districts, and he thought the
Government would do well to let the
country's voice be heard with reference
to it; and. not pass it first and then let
the country know for the first time what
it was all about. As a rule, be must
say that the Government business came
in too late. During the first few weeks
of the session they did little or nothing.
It might be that the pressure of businoe prevented the Government from introducing their bills earlier in the session ; but they had all the recess in which
to get the work ready. In no other
country in the world would an important
bill of this kind, containing over a hundred clauses, be brought forward at the
fag end of a session. It was once proposed that the bills that were to be
brought forward should he published in
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the Gove'rnment Gazette some time before
the Council met; and to a, certain extent
that was carried out. But the bills that
were published were mere shadows
of things that could be dealt with
by any village vestry. The main bills,
the important measures, were never
seen or beard of until members came
to the House, and then they were expected to grasp them at a glance. No
one could controvert the statement that
country members were now anxious to
get home, to look after those avocations
which provided them with the means of
spending a few months in the year in the
gay metropolis. He thought the present
Acting Attorney General was to be complimented and congratulated upon the
way in which he had brought in his bills,
considering the short time he had been
in office; for he was informed-but on
very slight ground-that the hon. gentleman had little or nothing to work upon,
and he thought there was no blame attached to the Acting Attorney General
in the matter. But he did think it was
a mistake to thrust a. big bill like this
into their hands just as they were thinking of getting away.
MR. MARM1ON said, if there was no
particular wish on the part of the Government to press the bill, he thought
possibly it would be wiser it should be
postponed. He was afraid it would not
receive that amount of attention which
its importance deserved. He agreed with
the hon. member for the Greenough that
-whether it be right or whether it be
wrong on their part-many members
after sitting there all these weeks, were
naturally anxious to seek their homes;
and the experience of previous sessions
ought to have taught the Government
by this time that it was practically useless to bring forward important measures
at a very late period of the session. He
did not intend to express any blame or to
pass any censure upon the Government
in this instance. He knew from what he
had heard that the Acting Attorney
General had had his time taxed to the
utmost to bring forward the bill during
the present session, and the hon. and
learned member deserved to be congratulated rather than censured.
But he
thought the Government would act
wisely in withdrawing the bill for this
session.
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FAWCETT said that speak-

ing as a member of a Road Board, he
thought it would be better to postpone
the consideration of the bill until next
session. It would take them during all
the recess to read the bill and to consult
about it with other members of Roads
Boards. It seemed to him that the Government had thrown this tremendous big
bill at them just at the close of the
session in order to get through it without
any consideration. For his own part, he
had no wish to desert his post-he would
stand to his guns to the last moment,
but, at the same time, he thought there
was a general desire among country
members that the session should not be
prolonged much longer.
MR. BURGES regretted that some
hon. members were absent during the
Attorney General's speech in explanation
of the bill the previous day : had they
been present there would hiave been no
necessity for this discussion.
To his
mind the bill was9 one that was very much
required by the country, and, if it was
possible to pass it this session, it ought
to be pasd. As the Attorney General
told the 'yesterday, though the bill
looked a big bill, it contained very little
that was new.
THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said as to hon.
members taking the bill away to read it
to people outside, during the recess, they
knew what was done with the Land
Regulations, which had been before the
country from last session to this. They
all knew how many practical suggestions
they had obtained on the subject from
outside, from the representative institutions connected with agricultural pursuits.
The sum of the practical suggestions received was-nil; and, if they postponed
this bill until next session, in the expectation of any light being thrown upon it
from outside, the result would be practically the same.
THE ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. Mt. S. Smith) said the
Government saw no reason why the bill
should not be proceeded with; still, if it
was the wish of hon. members that it
should not be proceeded with, the Government had no intention of going to a
division on the matter. He should like
to make one remark as to the observations which had been made as to the
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late period of the session. He did not
1-now why hon. members should allude
to the present as a " late period of
the session." They had not spent two
months there yet, during which time the
Government had introduced no less than
28 bills, and some of them very important bills, so that he did not think the
Government could be fairly accused of
remissness in bringing forward their bills.
MR. BANDET2 L said it appeared to
him it was the size of the bill that had
frightened lion. members. He did not
think it was characteristic of Britishers,
individually, to be afraid to face a foe
because he was a big one,-specially so
when the particular Britisher was a
gentleman whose profession was that of
arms. He was therefore surprised to
find the hon. and gallant member for
Pinjarrah anxious to avoid coming into
close quarters with the bill, because it
was a big bill. He did not think it
would have been very difficult to have
grasped all the new provisions of the
bill. He had looked through them, and
he certainly did not see anything to objet to. It had been very elaborately
explained by the Acting Attorney General, and the bill had been brought forward at the desire of the country and of
the House. There were some provisions
in it which he thought it was very desir
able that the Roads Boards should be
entrusted with as early as possible.
There was another reason why be thought
it was very desirable they should proceed
with the bill thiu session: the hon. and
learned gentleman who bad drafted it, at a
considerable cost of time and ability,
might not be in the House next session,
representing the Government, and a
new Attorney Genera] might have to
take charge of the bill; and he thought,
as an act of courtesy towards the
framer of the bill, as well as upon considerations of expediency, bon. members
should make up their minds to proceed with the bill. The hon. gentleman
who drafted the bill would be much
better able to explain its provisions in
cornmrittee than a new Attorney General
could possibly be; and that was worthy
of some consideration. He thought it
was a confession of weakness on the part
of hon. members to refuse to proceed
with the bill, and he hoped hon. members
would not be willing to remain under
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such an imputation as that. Governor
Weld, when he administered this Government, introduced a Road Bill for the
purpose of educating the people so as to
fit them for undertaking the responsible
duties that would be cast upon them
under another form of Government. He
was not preparel to say how far that bill
and the institudons which it gave birth
to had fulfilled the objects in view; but
he thought the present bill was a step in
advance, and it appeared to him that all
those lion. members who were in favor
of the people of this colony taking upon
themselves the management of their own
affairs were bound to support the principle of this bill, for it was a step in
advance in the way of educating the
for fundertaking the responsicountry
bilities of selfgvernment.
4Question put-that the words proposed to be struck out stand part of the
bill.
A division being called for, the numbers were12
Ayes..
Noes..
11
Majority
AYES.

Hon. S. Burt
Hon. J. Forrest
Ho.. J. A. Wright
Mr. B'uro
WiT. C. Caepbeil. Dart.
1U. Harper
Mr. Layman
Mr. Loton
Mr. Parker
Mr. Hamden
Tar. Soott
Buos. M. S. Smith (tre.)

...

I

Nose.
Mr. Brooma
Mr. Growther
Capt. Fawoett
Mr. Groot
Mr. Mffrmsion
Mr. Monoo
Mr. Peonoo
Mr. Shell
Mr. Vena
Mr. Wittemoom
Mr. Sheuton (tcller.)

Bill read a second time.
Tnn ACTING ATTORNEY GENERAL (Ron. S. Burt) moved that the
bill be considered in committee of the
whole Council on Thursday, 19th August.
MRf. VENN moved, as an amendment,
that the bill be referred to a select committee. He thought it would be better in
the interests of the colony and of the bill
itself that it should be referred to a
select committee. He felt sure that by
the time it came out of the hands of the
committee the House would be in a better
position to deal with it. He might say
for himself that the bill should receive
every possible consideration at his hands.
The select committee he would propose
were: The Acting Attorney General, Mr.
Steere, Mr. Wittenooxn, Mr. Brockman,
and the mover.
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Mn. WITTENOOM saw no object to
be gained by referring the bill to a select
committee. The whole subject had been
considered by one of the most able and
competent Commissions that could be
possibly appointed, and it would be an
utter waste of time and perfectly superfluous on the part of any select committee
of that House to go through it again.
Mn. CRO WTHER -Will
the hon.
member give us one solitary reason that
any member of that Commission has ever
given for altering the present law ?
Mn. WITTENOOM:- No, but I am
sure there must be very good reasons.
MR. MARITON said the mere fact
of the measure having been recommended
by a Commission outside that House was
no reason why hon. members should not
give it every consideration within the
House; and his experience had been
that large bills like this, unless referred
to select committees, absorbed a, great
deal more time, and in the end the conclusions arrived at were often unsatisfactory.
THEz COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said it was
not the first time that he had heard that
this Commission had given no reasons
for the conclusions that they had arrived
at; but he should like to ask what
reasons did the select committee on the
Land Regulations give for arriving at
their conclusions ? None whatever. The
conclusions they arrived at were selfevident on the face of them, and it was
the same with regard to the conclusions
of the Commission upon whose recommnendations this bill was framed.
MR. RANDELL said it was not often
in that HUuse that the practice of blocking the progress of any measure was
resorted to; but he was afraid that was
the object of the hon- member for Wellington in moving to refer this bill to a

Select committee.

[Mr. VENN:

Not at
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again in the House this session; and,
although they had been before the
country for twelve mouths, very little
attention was paid to them by the country.
He felt sure it would -be the same
with this Road Bill. There was a, bill
which he himself introduced last year,
the Miunicipalities Act, of even more importance than the present bill, inasmuch
as it invokved a much more serious
departure from the existing law; but hon.
members object ed to ref er it to a select
committee, and wisely so, as the result
he thought showed. The result of referring the present bill to a, select committee would be that in all. probability
they would not get the committee's report
until the session was in nitremia.
MR. VENN said the hon. member was
entirely in error when he said that his
object Was to block the passage of the
bill. It was for no sluch reason that he
had moved to refer it to a select committee, but in order that the bill should
receive all the consideration they could
possibly give it. As to the names of the
members of the committee, he did not
care who sat on it.
Mn. RAKDELLn Of course, if the
hon. member says that was not his object
I accept his disclaimer.
The question was then put-that the
bill be referred to a select committee;
and, a division being called for, there
appeared8

Ayes..
Noes..
Majority against
ArrE.
Xr. Brockman
Mr. Orowtlier
Mr. Grunt
Mr. Mannion
Mr. Sic~ao
Mr, Shenton
Xr. Shall
Mr. Venn, (Teltzr.)

..-.

6

Nora.
Hon. X1. S. Smith
Han. a. Burt
19on. J.Fors
Mr. Buo
Sir T. C apoBn

all.] He thought that was apparent
Capt. Fawcett
from the names of the committee, who
Yr. Rarper
Mr. Layman
were all members who were hostile to the
Mr. Loton
Mr. Pearse
bill being considered this session. He
Mr. Ratndell
distinctly objected to the blocking of a,
Mr. Scott
Mr. Wittenooto
bill, especially after a division had decided
Ron. J. A. Wright (Teller)
that it should be proceeded with. The
select committee who sat last session
Question-That the consideration of
upon the Land Regulations spent a great this bill in committee be made an Order
deal of time over them, with what result ? of the Day for Thursday, 19th AugustThat they had all to be threshed out put and passed.
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THE ESTIMATES, 1887.
FINANCIAL

STATEMENT.

The House having resolved itself into
a committee of the whole, to consider the
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
for the year 1887,
TEE ACTING COLONIAL SECRETART (Hon. Mf. S. Smith) said: Sir
Thomas Campbell-I am fully sensible
of the importance of the task that I have
now to discharge, and I must crave the
indulgence of the House while I endeavor, as briefly and succinctly as I can, to
explain the financial position of the
colony, and our proposals for the future,
as regards the estimates of revenue and
expenditure for the year 1887. It is
always the primary duty of the Government, sir, to watch with care over the
finances of the colony; but I consider
that at the present juncture it is doubly
their duty so to do. flaring the past
twelve months events of a very important
nature have taken place. The years
1885 and 1886 will, I feel sure, mark a
most momentous epoch in the history of
Western Australia, and I think I may
venture to assert that the historic saying,
"At last she moves," is now nearly an
established fact. The opening up of a
new district and the establishment of
Government thereat, the necessity for
out extensive suirveys in that
carrying
dsrc;the necessity also for carrying
out various undertakings in different
parts of the colony ; the extension of our
railway system, and the initiation of
numerous public works involving, as they
do, a large prospective permanent expenditure, in addition to the present heavy
outlay,-all these considerations render
it doubly necessary that the Government
should watch with care and frugality the
finances of the colony, with the view of
finding ways and means for meeting this
additional expenditure without adding
to the burdens of the people.
The present Tariff.

There is one fact, sir, that must not be
lost sight of: while in the past we have
been floating loans, we are now in a measure floating on them. The indebtedness of the colony at the present moment
amounts to X1,288,100. This necessitates provision being made for an annual
sum of £61,280 to meet interest and a
sinking fund for the redemption of
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debentures. Our present tariff presses
heavily on us, and, sooner or later, it is
to be hoped that the Government may
be in a position to recommend a. revision
of the 'Tariff Act. But I hardly think
that it would be judicious to do so at the
present moment. We have arrived, sir,
in Western Australia at what I may term
a real turn of the tide, and I think it
would be injudicious to commence experiinentalising with the Tariff Act at the
present juncture.
President Lincoln's
saying as to the nnwisdom of swopping
horses while crossing the stream is, I
think, somewhat applicable. Then, again,
sir, thte fill in the price of wool has affected
seriously what I may term our reatest
industry, the pastoral industry; and I
can only hope that the recent rise in the
price of that commodity may enable our
flockowners to recoup themselves, 'to
some extent, the losses they have sustained. The discovery of gold, sir, has
always been considered the one panacea
for all our evils,-the one thing needful
to start us on the sure road to prosperity.
Well, sir, that discovery has been made,
and I can only hope that all the good
anticipated from it may be realised.
How far we in this portion of the colony
may be affected by this discovery remains yet to be seen, but it cannot fail
to prove of great benefit to the important district in which it has been found.
A glance at the past.

It is well,. sir, and customary on the
occasion of making a financial statement,
to glance at the past before judging of
the future. It enables us, by ascertaining the flow of our trade and commerce
and the working of our various institutions, it enables us to judge whether our
expectations as to the future are likely
to be realised, and whether those expectations may be great or small. I will
therefore ask hon. members to bear with
me while I give a few statistics, ranging
over the years lSSS, 1884, and 1885, il.
lustrative of the progress and develop*ment of the colony during those years.
I will take the estimated and actual revenue and the estimated and actual expenditure for that period; the revenue
from Customs, harbor dues, land, railways, our postal and telegraph service,the revenue, I may say, from our principal sources. I will also take the value
in sterling of our imports and exports
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during that period-the quantity and
value of our principal articles of export;
the tonnage of our vessels entered and
cleared out at the various ports of the
colony; the acreage of cultivated, alin
ated, and leased land; the number o
our stock; the extent of our railways
the extent of our postal and telegraph
services, and the amount of the deposits
in our Post Office Savings' Hank. First of
all a to the revenue and expenditure: the
figures for the three years are as follows:
Estimated and Actual Revenue and Expenditure.
18S
1884
1895
Estimated revenue ...£255,503 £276,501 £9295,666
Actual revenue
...
284,=0
290,319 323,213
Estimated exuditure 244,089 312,825 294,891
Actual expen iture
240,566 291,306 308,848
Customs revenue ... 121,269 118,448
134,W4
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has not kept pace with our imports, but
considering generally that trade as regards the staple prod acts of the colony
was very depressed, that the price of wool
was low, that sandalwood was altogether
unsaleable, that lead ore was almost so,
and that the take of pearl shells in 1884
was small and the market very lowtaking all these things into consideration
'the returns may, I think, be regarded as
satisfactory. I next come to our agricultural statistics for the period under
reniew.

Agricultural Statistics and Live Stock.
188
1884
1995
acres,
acres,
acres.
79,W69
77,728
Land cultivated .. 58,111
39,894
&1,192
Land alienated .. 30,749
161,347,734 148,550,986 153,775,473
Land leased
ILive stock37,111
34,M9
Hones
...
32,884
As regards the fall in the revenue from
70,408
634,558
71,102
...
Cattle
Customs in the year 1884, that was due
...1,315,155 1,547,061 1,702,719
Sheep

to the wool ships that season arriving
too late to allow the duty being collected
before the end of the year. Our harbor
dues in 1883 amounted to £4,055;i in
1884 to £2,917; and in 1885 to £23,031.
1 believe this fall was due to the fact of a
great deal of cargo that formerly was
carried by sailing ships being latterly
carried by steamers, which are exempt
from harbor dues; also to the circumstance of our wool ships leaving in January instead of December. Our territorial and other receipts during the
three years under review were as follows:
189
1894
£93,798 £90,471
8,752
7,760
o tag es ..
3,762
8 ,"9
Telegrams
Railway receipts 14515
19,542
Stamps
...
4,91
4,%68
Land revenue

1885
£100,237
10,006
4,984
27,179
6,574

Hon. members will observe that in all
these sources of revenue there is an
indication afforded of steady and in some
instances marked progress; and the same
indications of prosperity will, I think,
also be found, on the whole, in the returns dealing with our imports and
exports, and our shipping trade :
Imports and Exports, and Shipping.
18
1884
1895
sterlg
a. lu £ 516,845, £e521,1636,
Exports (estimated sterling value)
447,009,
405,02,
Shipping inwards (tonnage)
...
194,273,
227,891,
Shipping outwards (do.)
194,829,
215,00r,

£650,391.
445,207.
231,761.
236,274.

So much, sir, for our imports and exports. The latter, it will be observed,

I next come to the Postal and Telegraph
Department, and the Post Office Savings
Bank, the deposits in which are gradually
increasing, thus affording a gratifying
indication of thrift on the part of the
community. The balance standing to the
credit of depositors on the 31st December
last was £26,147.

Post Office and elegraph; Railwuays, &c.
1883
DM38 1895
Savings Bank deposits £911,818 £12,839 £13,733
so
61
78
..
..
Post Offices
35
31
29
..
do,.),
T'elegraph
2,288
1,853
1,591
.
MeanotlogrTp
..
55
76
124
(miles open)
Estimated Value of Exports.
528
456
1,163
Guano (tons) ..
Guano (estimated value) £2,964 £7559 £3,482
119
6
118S
Copper ore (tons)
Copper ore (estimated
.75
£.
£21,770 £1,792
value)
696
465
Lead ore (tons).......102
Lead ore (estimated
£3,255
.. £7,266 £4,872
value)
£16000 £15,000
Pearls.............£R17,56
2,6W0
4,527
Sandalwood (tons)
.. 7,031
Sandalwood (estimated
£20,960 £36,216
value).........£950,250
16,962
17,234
Timber (las).....19,940)
Timber (etimated
valu)........79,760 £068,936 £67,85
3,861,92 4,212,948 4,M6,000
...
Wool (lbs.)

With regard to the estimated value of
the wool exported, the Blue Book, as hon.
members are aware, purports to give us
the vdalue, but I am afraid hon. members
will consider that the estimate is not a
very accurate one, when I say that the
value placed upon wool in 1883 was Is.
3d. per lb. ; in 1884, is. 2d. ; and, last
year, is. per lb. [Mr. MARMON: Sixpence, more likely.] I may add, sfr, that
the year 1885 closed with a credit balance
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of £89,529. When I remind the committee that these were the transactions of
a community numbering in all about
35,000, of whom possibly the bread-

winners did not exceed

10,000,

spread

over an immense extent of country, covering about a million square miles, I think
all will admit there is certainly no cause
for despondency, but, on the whole, every
cause for congratulation. So much for
the past.
Our present Financial Position.

As regards our present position hon.
members are in possession of returns explanatory of that position. As I have
already said, we commenced the year
with a credit balance of £89,529. Unforeseen events of a very important nature
occurred, and necessitated our expending
a very large sum of money; but, suffice
it to say that after making provision this
year for a very liberal expenditure, and
also keeping well within bounds, I think,
as regards our estimated revenue, we have
every reason to believe that we shall close
the current year with a credit balance of
at least £30,000. I will now turn to the
proposed estimates of revenue and expendituare for 1887. Our anticipated revenue amounts to £401,990, exceeding that
of last year by £78,777. Our poposed expenditure amounts to £430,307, exceeding
last year's expenditure by £121,459.
These, sir, are certainly very large sums
-the largest, I think, that this House
has ever had to deal with. But I can
assure hon. members (to use a somewhat
hackneyed phrase) that the estimates of
revenue and expenditure have been
framed with the utmost regard to
economy. So far as the estimates of expenditure are concerned, they have been
framed under a, most careful consideration of the paramount and urgent wants
of the various districts of the colony, and
of the claims of various officials to an increase of salary.
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sessed of the other colonies and the
facility with which we can reach them
has rendered it necessary that the salaries
of our public servants should be increased, if we wish to secure and retain
the services of really good men. This
applies more espeily, I may say, to the
Railway, Poal Customs, and Police
Departments. I may state for the information of hen, members that, with a
view of putting a stop to the practice of
solicitations for an increase of salary
being made by various officers on the
score of length of service, a large famaily,
or other personal grounds, His Excellency the Governor contemplates appointing a conmmittee or commission duriug
the recess to inquire into this matter,
with the view of classifying posts and
rating salaries. Each post wil be rated
according to the duty to be performed in
connection with it, and not according to
the merits of the individual who may
happen at the time to hold it. Any
suggestions that may be made by the
committee will of course be submitted to
the Legislative Council for ratification.
Public Works and Buildings.

A further large provision has been made
for works and buildings in the Kimnberley
District. The rapid development of this
district has rendered it imperative that
steps should be immediately taken to
construct buildings and other works there.
Nuinerous demands have also been made
from various parts of the colony for
works of different kinds; and provision
has been made, as far as our means will
allow, for the most urgent and important.
It has also been found necessary to make
more liberal provision for roads and
surveys. The extension of our Railway,
Postal, and Telegraph services, the necessity for establishing a staff of officials
on the goldfields, and also to provide
additional police protection in various
parts of the colony, and to strengthen
the Customs department-all these proSalaries of Public Officers.
I may remark, sir, as to this last point, posals have involved a heavy permanent
what I think hon. members will admit, additional expenditure.
Re-classification of the Police.
that, as in the management of a private
establishment, so also in the management There are certain items on the Estimates
of the public estate, it will be found true that I wish now to draw the attention of
economy to have an adequately paid and bon. members to. First of all, as to the
contented staff of servants. The cost of Police Department. Hon. members will
living in this colony has of late increased doubtless remark that the demands of
considerably and is still increasing; the Police Department are ever increasmoreover, the knowledge that is pos- ing. I cannot deny it. But the main
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cause of this increase is due to the large
addition to the force that we have been
obliged to make in the Kimberley District. Provision outside that has been
made for certain other increases in the
force,-to provide a guard, in the first
instance, at Government House, a the
Enrolled Pensioner Guard ceases to exist
next year. It has also been found necessary to increase the police force on
certain stations; and provision has also
been made for certain additions to meet
any necessity that may arise for increasing the force on the goldfield, which I
am afraid will be inevitable.
Recomnmendations have also been made by the
Acting Superintendent of Police, which
I trust will meet with approval, as to a
re-classification of the men on the force,
and also as to an alteration in the scale
of pay.
Special Coast Survey.

I now, sir, come to the item Special Coast

Survey. As it has been found impossible
to carry on the coastal survey in a satisfactory manner with the present sailing
vessel, the Admiralty authorities were
communicated with on the subject of
replacing the Meda by a steam vessel,
and for this object funds can be obtained if this colony will increase its
annual subscription fo
200t
.£8,000. A sum of £50olZhsbe
placed on the Estimaefo187or
this purpose, simply because if a steamer
is sent out there is no probability of its:
being here before the middle of next'
year.
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Geological Department.

The sum of £1,000, it will be perceived,
has been placed on the Estimates for
securing the services of a Government
Geologist, and the establishment of a
Geological Department.
I think hon.
must admit that the time has
members
arrived when such a permanent appointment should be made. I do not intend
here to enter into the question of the
relative merits of scientific and practical
men. That subject has been discussed
fully in this House: I will only say I.n
passing that I think it will be generally
found that whatever success-I think
I may say this without disparaging
the merits of practical men-I think it
will be generally found that whatever
success has attended the efforts of practical men has been due to the little
smattering of science which they possessed, however they picked it up. Be
that as it may, I feel confident that the
establishment of a system of geological
survey in this colony would now prove
of very great advantage. We are at
present, as I think all will admit, reaping
the benefit of the efforts and observations
of a scientific man.
Adelaide Exhibitio.

A sum of £8,000 has been placed on
the Estimates for the forthcoming Adelaide Exhibition. Hon. members are
aware that the South Australian Goverment intend holding an Exhibition in
Adelaide next year to commemorate the
jubilee year of Her Majesty's reign and
also the jubilee year of the foundation of
'
that
province. His Excellency the GovImmigration.
ernor, on the invitation of the Governor
It will be noticed that a sum of £215,000 of South Australia, has consented to be
has been placed on the Estimates for
one of the vice-presidents of
immigration. A regards this sum, £910,- appointed
the Exhibition Commission,. and this
000 of it, I may inform hon. members, colony has also been invited to co-operate.
has to be provided for payment to Mr. It will rest with hen, members to decide
Hordern's syndicate, who, under their whether they are of opinion that the
contract with the Government, have to colony is in a position at present to do so.
introduce 1,000 immigrants a year, for Should they declare to that effect, the
which they are to receive £10 a head. Governor will be prepared to appoint a
As to the balance of £5,000, as the Hoard committee or commission to carry out the
of Immigration will necessarily have to undertaking.
contract their operations-and it is their
I Yubilee of Her Majesty's Reign.
intention so to do-this sum, together Sir, there is another item, of £5,000,
with the credit balance which the Board placed on these Estimates
to enable us
will probably carry on this year, has to commemorate the jubilee of Her
been deemed sufficient to place on these Gracious Majesty's reign. Ron. mernEstimates for public immigration pur- bers are aware that the year 1887 is the
poses.
jubilee year of Queen Victoria's accession
-
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to the throne, and that a voice has gone
forth throughout the length and breadth
of the Empire, suggesting that efforts
should be made to fitly celebrate this
auspicious event, in some form or other.
I think we in Western Australia yield to
no province of the British Empire in
loyalty to the .Throne, and I feel confident that the whole colony will be but
too ready to adopt some method of celebrating it in a manner that will not only
meet the approval of the august Ladly
whose reign we wish to celebrate, but
also in a manner that may prove bieneficial to the colony, and be a memorial
that we may hand down to posterity, to
commemorate the reign of the most constitutional Sovereign that ever presided
over the destinies of the British Empire.
His Excellency the Governor, as I have
already said, has placed on the Estimates
a sum of £25,000 for the purpose of carryout this object, and, should it meet
ing
with the approval of this honorable
House, His Excellency will be prepared
to appoint a committee to consider and
report upon the subject, and, if the
suggestion of the committee is approved,
to carry it into effect. His Excellency
intends placing on that committee all
the members of the Legislative Council
who are in a position conveniently to act
upon it. So far, sir, as regards the proposed expenditure; with respect to which
I do not think there is any further explanation required from me at present.
Estimated Revenue.

With regard to the estimated revenue
for 1887 we anticipate realising-and I
think with reason-considerable additional sums from the following sources:Customs, land, postages, telegrams, railway receipts, and stamp revenue. The
Customs revenue for 1885 amounted to
£2134,841, and the estimated revenue for
1886 was £149,614; and, when we consider the large sums that we shall
undoubtedly receive f romn the new district
that has been opened up, I think we are
are within bounds when we estimate that
the Customs revenue for 1887, from all
sources, will amount to £177,660. Then
as to land revenue. Our Territorial
revenue for 1885 amounted to £100,237;
the estimated revenue for 1886 was
£96,250; and for 1887 we have put down
the sum of £105,000 from this source.
The revenue from Postages daring 1885
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amounted to £10,006; the estimated receipts from the same source this year is
£10,890; and, during 188V, we estimate
upon receiving a sum of X13,000. From
Telegrams, in 1885, we received £4,984;
the estimated revenue for the current
year is £7,429; and for 1887 we have
placed a sum of £9,000 on the Estimates.
Our Railway receipts in 1885 amounted
to £27,179; the estimated revenue for
the current year is £35,299; and in view
of the extension of our railway system, I
think we may reasonably expect to receive
£45,000 from this source next year. The
Stamp revenue for 1885 amounted to
£6,574; the estimated receipts for this
year are X6,999; and next year we hope
to realise X8,000 from this source. I
may here point out that I have based my
calculations not alone on these figures,
representing the actual amounts received
last year and the estimated revenue for
this year, but also upon the amounts
actually realised from these sources up
to the present time this year. For instance, our Customs revenue up to the
30th June last amounted to.£71,614, and
last month (July) we received £13,311
from the same source. Our land revenue
for the first half year amounted to
£76,559, and in July we received a
further sum of £5,789. Postages up to
the 30th June last brought in £5,425,
and the receipts from the same source
last month amounted to £1,040. Telegrams during the first six months of the
year realised £3,694, and last month our
receipts from telegrams amounted to
£2486. Our railway receipts up to the
30th June amounted to £16,085, and
July gave us a further sum of £8,438.
During the first half of the year the
stamp revenue realised £3,875, and we
received £690 from the same source last
month.
Our Credit Balance.

Reviewing, then, our estimates of revenue
and expenditure for the coming year, we
find I am sorry to say that our credit
balance is approaching vanishing point.
It has been the end and aim of the Government to keep in hand a sufficient sum
to meet any unforeseen events that may
arise necessitating additional expenditure.
These events, sir, have arisen, and I do not
think we ought to regret that they have
arisen. At any rate, we have been in a
position, through having this " nest egg "
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(so to speak), to meet these additional de- the debate be adjourned until Friday
mands, without, as I said before, increas- evening.
This was agreed to.
our indebtedness. But our nest egg
ing
has been almost consumed. At the same
The House adjourned at ten o'clock,
time, there is no course, sir, I consider,
for alarm. Our burdenis may be heavy, p.m.
but I feel confident that our backs
will be equal to bear them; and
I think there is every reason to hope
-although we have, prudently I think,
limited our expectations-I think there
is every reason to hope that we shall
close the year 1887 with a substantial balance.
Sir, my task is nearly
done. As the various items are considered in detail, I shall be prepared to
give further and fuller information to
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
hon. members.
But, before sitting
down, I would desire to make a few
Thursday, 19t& Augjust, 1886.
further remarks. I would like to allude
to the important measure that this Report of the Commission on the Governmsent Store
House has been considering for some
co,.strnctiouboetweenisebb.rton
Depuxtient-WelI
adWooranool-Becommiendations of Hads of
time past, namelyntanntsas e Icresesof Salaries-Grants in
The Land Regulations.

I would again repeat, sir, with regard to

these laud regulations, that I feel confident the deliberations of this House will
result in the passing of a measure that
will be a lasting benefit to the colony.
As affecting our revenue, I have said, Sir,
that while engaged in floating loans we
have been in a measure also floating on
them. But I am no pessimist. I believe
in the future of Western Australia, and I
believe that, when these loanl waters subside, Western Australia will continue
to float prosperously on more permanent waters, created by the aid of
these ]and regulations, by the expenditure of money judiciously on reproductive works, by the energy and the ability
of her people, and by her affairs being
administered with a due admixture of
caution and enterprise. Sir, I beg to
move the first item on the Estimates
-"Governor's Establishment, A67S 16s.
8d."

Ai t Mancipbtie-AbrigiesProtection Bill:
referred to eelectcomnnttoe-Mr. Dobsonsu tsilwal
Proposals, ]laysivator to Bussolton: adjourns
debate-Smaeltig Works, victoria District, Mr.
Trevonaok's Proposal adjourned debate-clowure
of Drnnoud Street A:third reading-Adjoaumeet.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at

noon.
PRAYERS.
GOVEENKENT STORE DEPARTMENT:
REPORT OF COMISSION.

MR. SCOTT, in accordance with notice,
asked the Acting Colonial Secretary to
lay on the table the report of the Commission on the Government Store Department.
THE ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. Mf. S. Smith) said, as the
report alluded to by the hon. member
was of a semi-confidential nature, the
Government did not think it would be
expedient to place it on the table of the
House; but if the honl. member would
MR. SHENTON congratulated the hon. call at his office, he should be glad to
gentleman on the able and lucid speech show it to him.
which he bad just delivered, and which
WELL-C2ONSTRUCTION BETWEEN
took them back to the old days of Mr.
ASHIBURTON AND WOORAMOOL.
flarlee's celebrated budget speeches. A
speech of this exhaustive character reMR. SHOLL, in accordance with
quired very careful consideration, and notice, moved, "That an humble add ress
bell. members would like to see it
to His Excellency the
"beprseted
in print before proceeding to discuss, "Goenr
praying that he would be
it.
He would therefore move that "pleased to place on the Estimates for

