[Thursday, 25 July, 1974]
THE HON. R. THOMPSON (South
Metropolitan-Leader of the Opposition)
[11.37 a.m.]: It is with great pleasure that
I endorse the address to You by the Leader
of the House. He said that possibly we,
as an Opposition, would rather not see you
sitting in your old seat. I feel that you
have had a rather distinguished period
of time in Parliament. Sir, you have
served the electorates and the people of
Western Australia well. I wish you well
in your new position as President. I admit
it will be strange not to look at you
directly across the Chamber and not join
In debate with You from time to time. I
trust, however, that now you are President
the latter will not be necessary. Of
course, traditionally Labor members do
not disagree with the President's rulings,
and we hope this will continue to be the
case.
May I wish you well, as, I am sure, do
all members of this Chamber. We know
that you will carry out your duties-as
you did when you were Minister and also
when you were Leader of the Opposition
-without fear or favour to any. The decorum of the House has always been upheld by all members of the Chamber. I
trust this will continue; indeed under Your
leadership I am sure it will. On behalf
of the Labor Party, may I sincerely congratulate you.
THE RON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-P r eside n t-Elect) [11.38
a.m.]: I would like to take the opportunity
to thank the Leader of the House and the
Leader of the Opposition for their very
kind remarks.
PRESENTATION OF PRESIDENT
THE HON. N. lMeNEHLL (Lower WestMinister for Justice) [11.39 am.]: I wish
to advise the H-ouse that His Excellency
the Deputy Governor wifl be pleased to
receive the President-Elect at 5 p.m. today.
THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-President-Elect)
111.40
a in.]: I will leave the Chair until a date
and time to be fixed.
Sitting suspended from 11.41 am. on
the 22nd May, 1974, to 2.58 p.m. on the
25th July, 1974.
Thursday, the 25th July, 1974
The President (the Hon. A. F. Griffith)
resumed the Chair at 2.58 p.
THE PRESIDENT: I wish to advise the
House that I have presented myself to His
Excellency the Deputy Governor, who has
been pleased to approve of the choice of
the Council in the following terms-Mr President,
It is with much pleasure I learn that
You have been elected by the Members
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of the Legislative Council to the high
and honourable office of President of
that House.
I have every confidence that you
will fill the office in a worthy and
dignified manner.
(Sgd.) Lawrence Jackson,
Deputy Governor.
PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION
THE PRESIDENT: I have received a
Commission authorising me to administer
the oath of allegiance, and this will be presented and read by the Clerk.
The Commission was read.
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Delivery
His Excellency the Governor (Air Commodore Hughie Idwal Edwards, V.C.. C.B.,
0.6.0., O.B.E., D.P.C.) entered the Council
Chamber at 3.05 p.m.; and, the members
of the Legislative Assembly having also
attended in the Chamber, obediently to
summons, His Excellency was pleased to
deliver the following SpeechMr President and Honourable Members
o1 the Legislative Council:
Mr Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly:
You meet here today, for the First
Session of the 28th Parliament of Western
Australia.
I am Privileged on the first occasion of
my commission as the Representative of
Her Majesty the Queen, to officially open
State Parliament.
I desire to Place on record my sincere
thanks for the warm welcome accorded me
by the people of Western Australia on my
return to my native State, and for the
most friendly reception my wife and I
have received.
We also record with regret the retirement of Sir Albert Wolff, K.C.M.G., after
six years of distinguished service to the
State as Lieutenant Governor, following
many years' service in the Judiciary, including ten years as Chief Justice.
Sir Albert's successor is Commodore
Jamcs Maxwell Ramsay, C.B.S.. D.S.C., a
choice which will certainly bring to the
office the high respect it has always enjoyed.
we were deeply disappointed that general elections in Britain prevented Her
Majesty the Queen from making her
scheduled visit in March of this year.
We were, however, favoured with visits
by His Royal Highness, the Duke of Edinburgh, in November 1973, and in March,
1974.
Last Year the people of Western Australia were pleased to welcome their Imperial Highnesses Crown Prince Akihito
and Crown Princess Michiko. on the first
visit to Western Australia by members of
the Japanese Imperial Family.
Conjoint elections for both Houses of
State Parliament, on March 30, 1974, res-
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tilted in the election to office of a LiberalCouptry Party Coalition Government
Since the expiration of the 27th Parliament there has been an unusually large
number of retirements from the legislature.
Of the 16 Members who retired, seven
were from the Legislative Council. includtrig the President, the Honourable L. C.
Diver. Nine were from the Legislative
Assembly, including the Speaker, the Honourable D. Norton.
We pay tribute to all of these Honourable Members for their service to this Parliament and to the people of Western
Australia.
At the same time, we welcome nine new
Members to the Legislative Council and 15
toa the Legislative Assembly.
It is with regret that I refer to the deaths
of three former Members who served this
State well. They were: the Honourable
James Murray, formerly Member for
the Honouirable
South-West Province:
Frederick White. formerly Member for
West Province: and Mir William Raymond
Reid, M.B.E., formerly Member for Victoria Park.
Transactions on the Consolidated Revenue Fund during the last financial year
resulted in a deficit of $5 731 000 against
a budgeted deficit of $6 948 000.
The difficulties of budgeting in these
current highly inflationary days may be
seen from the variations between budgeted
income and expenditure, as against actual
receipts and expenditure.
The Budget for income of $546 427 000
was exceeded by $21 256 369.
The
Budget
for
expenditure
of
$553 375 000 was exceeded by $20 039 368.
The economic situation is more critical
throughout Australia generally, than at
any time since World War Two.
While some of our economic difficulties
are due to international Pressures, they
have been greatly aggravated by the inflationary Policies Pursued by the Commonwealth Government since 1972.
The State is doing all It can to retrieve
this situation, both by constantly urging
changed Policies at the Commonwealth
level, and by tighter controls within the
State sphere.
The State sought to resist major increases in taxes and charges such as payroll tax, freights, fares, hospital and water
charges. The Commonwealth Government
was insistent that State Governments
should increase their revenue from these,
and other sources.
As a result, Increases have been announced, and more are to follow unless the
Commonwealth Government is prepared
to change its attitude to State financial
needs.
Western Australia has Joined all other
States in a unanimous approach to the
Commonwealth offering co-operation in a

far-reaching use of joint Constitutional
Powers to develop a national strategy to
combat the national crisis of excessive Inflation, preferably with the support of
Trade Unions, employers, industry, commerce. finance and rural interests.
One of the areas of deepest concern to
the Government is housing. The unprecedented rise in Interest rate Is due to
Commonwealth Government policies seeking to make money dearer and scarcer.
It is urgently necessary-for both
humane and economic reasons--that those
who find themselves in difficulties under
current Interest rates, will be enabled to
maintain repayments within the same percentage of their wages and salaries agreed
upon when they entered into their loan
commitments.
My Government has already published
its proposals to work with financial institutions and home owner organisations
to bring about this desirable state of
aff airs.
State development has been restricted
due to the economic situation already described, and the resource development policies of the Commonwealth Government,
which are at variance with the policies and
objectives of the Western Australian Government.
One of my Government's prime objectives is to establish new major Industrial
projects as the foundation to further strong
economic growth.
In an effort to overcome the present
impasse, discussions have been held at
senior Ministerial level between the Commonwealth and the Western Australian
Governments. More such conferences are
planned.
There is a widely diversified list of industries under study. In many cases, overseas capital is involved. Its introduction
so far is inhibited by Commonwealth Government Policies, even though the Western Australian Government's policy is for
a majority Australian ownership and complete
Australian
management
where
practicable.
Among such projects is a major steelworks currently the subject of a lull-scale
study by a consortium of major companies
beaded by BHP. The study is expected to
take about one year to complete and will
be aided by State Government officers.
The steel complex envisaged would involve capital investment In excess of $2 000
million, and would Produce 10 million
tonnes of raw steel a year.
The Pilbara Study Group is due to present its report about September, when it
will be considered by the Government.
My Government is anxious for decisions
to be made about Projects which are vital
to maintain the forntr Mipetus of Pilbara
growth.
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Plans for development Inevitably raise
the question of protecting the environment.
These two major modem preoccupations
of development and environmental protection, can proceed together In accordance with my Government's policy.
Following the recent appointment of the
Director to the Nationai Parks Board,
supporting professional and technical staff
are to be Provided.
Plans will be implemented for the better
management of the natural resources of
National Parks, and for the development
of facilities for the public to enjoy.
Existing legislation to protect native flora
will be reviewed to achieve more efficient
control of its harvesting, sale and export.
Education continues to be a principal
concern of the Government.
It is expected that enrolments at Government primary and secondary schools
will exceed 190 000 by the end of the 1974
school year.
The Government is implementing Its
policy to provide a year of semi-formal
education in Government schools. The Minister for Education has formed an Advisory Committee. It is expected the first
stage of the programme will be inaugurated at the beginning of the 1975 school
year.
An additional 862 new teachers took up
appointments with the Education Departnient in 1974. and 42 guidance officers are
being trained for employment within the
State School system.
Designs are being developed for newtype primary and high schools to accommodate changing patterns In education.
New recreation complexes will be designed and built in conjunction with new
schools, and school facilities will be made
available Increasingly for community use.
The rural economy Is basically sound,
although some rural industries are currently experiencing difficulties In international markets. A good season is generally predicted1 although there may be
a reduction in total area cropped due to
wet conditions in some localities.
The Government intends to review, and
step up organisation and techniques for
marketing primary products. With the
expected change in world attitudes In
favour of natural food and fibres, this is
the time to begin this complex, but nationally vital task.
It is expected that wool prices will im prove toward the beginning of 1975 as
economic activity picks up in the major
buying countries, Particularly Japan,
Producers of sheep meats can also take
heart from the good prospects for mutton
in the Middle East despite a recent drop
In local market Price. A specialist Governinent officer is currently surveying
present and potential meat markets in
Middle East countries,

The Government is acutely aware of
the impact on the farmer of the
announced termination of the superphosphate bounty as from the end of this
year, and subsequent price increase of
fertilisers. in view of the importance of
superphosphate to all Western Australian
farmers, the Government is preparing a
submission to the Commonwealth Government for the retention of the bounty
which would assist to offset the drastic
rise in prices,
My Government will continue its campaign to rid the State of skeleton weed,
a further extensive spread of which could
cost Western Australian grain growers
millions of dollars yearly.
frrigation and drainage work on Packsaddle Plain, the first area released under
the Stage Two Programme of the Ord
Irrigation Project in Kimberley, has been
completed.
My Government will renew representations to the Commonwealth Government
for the $2.3 million needed to Proceed
with construction of channels and drains
to develop 2 380 hectares in the Cave
Spring Gap and Green Swamp areas of
the Ord project.
in the general field of community welfare. a number of matters concerning
health, welfare and education will be
covered in a series of amending Bills during this Session.
One important social measure which the
Government proposes to introduce will
deal with alcoholism and drug dependence.
It is intended to remove certain cases
from criminal jurisdiction by the creation
of a Statutory Board.
The Government is concerned that immigration was permitted to run down,
resulting in the present serious shortage
of skilled workers in many categories.
The selective recruitment of migrants is
being stepped up in a number of overseas
countries, particularly In Britain.
The important role of Local Govern ment in meeting the needs of the community and generally assisting in the
development of the State is recognised by
the Government.
Particular attention will be given to the
financial problems of Local Government.
with a view to further strengthening its
role as a vital and valuable partner in
the government of this State.
The Goverrnent agreed, reluctantly, to
the Commonwealth Government taking
over contra! of Aboriginal Affairs in
Western Australia, the agreement having
been signed by the previous Government
under the terms of legislation passed last
year.
The takeover carried with it an arrangement with the Commonwealth that the
State Minister would be consulted before
any policy changes affecting Aborigines
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in Western Australia Were implemented,
and the State would be able to initiate
ideas to the Commonwealth.
To enable the State to deal with any
Possible future fuel emergency, the Government is considering amendments to
the Fuel, Energy and Power Resources
Act.
The Fuel and Power Commission will add
to its current investigation of the potential of solar and tidal energy, a study of
nuclear energy.
The Government will try to expedite
development of the North-West Shelf gas
field by seeking to overcome the present
impasse affecting Western Australia's
natural gas resources, brought about by
the Commonwealth Government's policies.
The Government is proceeding as quickly as practicable with the policies enunciated prior to the March 30 State elections. Some of these, because of their
complex and far-reaching nature will
need to be implemented progressively over
a number of years.

With a view to achieving uniformity in
Company legislation, the Government is
examining the ramifications and benefits
of Joining the
Interstate Corporate
Affairs Commission, currently comprising
New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland.

which may encroach upon functions which
are Constitutionally and traditionally
State responsibilities. Action, as considered
necessary, will be taken to protect the
State's rights.
The Government is also studying the
need for, and the form of a Liens Act, to
protect sub-contractors and suppliers to
the building industry.
I now refer in broad detail to other
legislation to be dealt with by this Session
of the 28th Parliament,
It is Proposed to enact legislation to
prohibit promotion of schemes selling
undivided shares in land unless the
scheme offers prospective purchasers adequate protection.
The Employment Brokers Act which was
framed many years ago will be repealed
and re-enacted to provide for changed
concepts.
Legislation relating to a heavy mineral
sands industry will serve as a basis for
co-ordinated establishment of minerals
sands development.
Amendments to alumina agreements and
the preparation of new and amended
agreements relating to nickel, salt and iron
ore, and amendments to Mines Regulations,
will also be brought forward.
Other legislation will include Bills toamend the Pre-School Education Act;
amend the Factories and Shops Act to
provide for more flexible trading
hours in tourist resorts in country
districts;
amend the Indecent Publications Act
to prevent the increasing flow of
obscene literature into the State:
up-date the Inspection of Machinery
Act and to separately provide for
safety requirements in the use of
rural industry machinery;
amend the Shearers' Accommodation
Act;
amend certain sections of the Police
Act;
amalgamate into one new Act, the
three major Acts under which the
Board
Agriculture
Protection
operates.
I now declare this Session of Parliament open and trust that Providence may
bless Your labours.

The need for the provision of adequate
legal services and facilities in the State's
northern areas is recognised. The Government is taking steps to meet these
requirements.
The Government is considering establishment of a Small Claims Tribunal as
2n inexpensive means of settling minor
disputes in the Supply of goods and services.

GROUP HOUSING
Langford: Petition
THE I-ON. CLIVE GRIFmTHS (SouthEa t Metropolitan) [3.34 p.m.]: I wish to
oresent a petition from the residents of
Langford concerning the planning of group
housing in the area, and I moveThat the Petition be received.
Question put and passed.

My Government views with concern the
expressed intention of the Commonwealth
Government to legislate and act in areas

THE EON. CLIVE GRIFFITHS (SouthEast Metropolitan) r3.35 p.m.]: The petition contains 570 signatures, and beatrs the

Preliminary work has begun on the
establishment of regional Government
centres. It is a Project of complexity, both
in terms of qualified personnel and
finance. The target is to have the first one
established within a year.
To comply with election policy, it is
proposed to introduce legislation to establish a single traffic authority which will
be responsible for all traffic functions
throughout the State.
The road funds offered by the Commonwealth Government are grossly inadequate and subject to conditions the
Government has objected to. However, it
is necessary to introduce a Bill to complement the proposed Australian Road
Grants Act if we are to qualify for Commonwealth funds necessary to meet the
maximum provisions of the Main Roads
Act.
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ordered to lie on the Table of the
House.
Question put and Passed.
Clerk's certificate that it is in conformity
with the Standing Orders. I moveThat the petition be read and
THE HON. OLIVE GRIFFITHS (SouthEast Metropolitan) [3.36 p.m.]: The petition reads as followsTo the President and members of tie
Legislative Council of the Parliament
of Western Australia:
We the undersigned residents of the
Langford area hereby humbly Petition
the honourable members of the Legislative Council of Western Australia
to do all within their power to strongly
urge the State Housing Commission
not to plan future group housing in
the Langford area in a similar manner
as has occurred in the Wingrove
Precinct.
The main reasons for the objection
to this type of development are that
it is an environmental eyesore, a
potential slum area and a type of
housing unacceptable to the majority
of those who will be forced to occupy
it.
And your petitioners will ever pray
that their humble and earnest petition
may be acceded to.
The petition was tabled Isee paper No. 1).
EVIDENCE ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Leave to Introduce
THE HON. N. McNELLL (Lower WestMinister for justice) [3.43 p.m.]: In order
to assert and maintain the undoubted
righllts and privileges of this House to
initiate legislation, I move, without
noticeFor leave to introduce a Bill for
an Act to make further provision with
respect to the taking of evidence by
or for Courts or Persons acting
judicially to amend the Evidence Act,
1900-1971, and for other purposes.
Question put and Passed; leave granted.
Introduction and First Reading
Bill introduced, on motion by The Hon.
N. McNeill (Minister for Justice), and
read a first time.
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Distribution of Copies
TINE PRiESiDENT: I have to announce
that for the sake of accuracy I have obtained copies of His ]Excellency's Speech
which will now be distributed to members.
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FIRST DAY
Motion
THE HON. J1. C. TOZER (North)
[3.47 p.mn.]: I moveThat the following address be presented to His Excellency:-
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May it please Your Excellency:
We, the Members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you
have been pleased to deliver to
Parliament.
I appreciate, Mr. President, the honour of
being granted this opportunity to thank
His Excellency and to initiate the debate
on the Address-In-Reply.
Reflecting as it does the policies and
intentions of a new Government under a
new Premier, His Excellency's Speech this
afternoon introduces an exciting prospect
for a new member. I regret I will not be
able to dwell on all the matters to which
reference was made, but I do hope the
opportunity will present itself as the legislative programme unfolds.
In Western Australia we are going to
see changes that will have the effect of
making the operation of government
more efficient and, therefore, more effective.
His Excellency referred to steps
which will be taken to put Government
officers with the experience, the skill, and
the authority into outlying areas where
decisions will be made, on the spot, by
persons with an understanding of the
problems to be solved.
For too long we have seen judgments
being made by someone in St. George's
Terrace who just does not have an appreciation of the need, because he is too
remote from it. Nowhere has this been
more apparent than in the North Province.
I am reminded of a cliche which is timeworn but most appropriate when one considers the current approach to governmnent in this State. Let us have "less government in business and more business in
government."
Already we are seeing a positive approach towards putting the function of
government on a, more businesslike footing. The spiralling number of civil servants is being checked, economies are being
effected where they do not result in loss
of efficiency and, possibly most important
of all, a measure of consideration and
courtesy is being demanded of all officers
dealing directly with the public.
Government
departments are again
being given a sense of purpose and pride
in the work they are doing. This conscious
cffort by ministers of the Crown will have
a salutory effect on the performance of
the Civil Service and the welfare of our
State.
The record of the Brand Government
in the 1960s illustrated the businesslike
approach to national development and, as
lit Excellency reminded us. we can be assured that our new Government will be
pursuing a vigorous policy to launch fur-

a

B[COUNCIL.]

ther major industrial and mining enterprises. Many of these projects will be in
the North Province and, most important
of all, is the development of the offshore
gas fields on the north-west shelf which
will have such far-reaching effect on the
economy of this State and of the whole
nation.
Spectacular resource development must
not be regarded as an end in Itself, but
as a means to an end. The disabilities of
remote areas are brought about by lack
of people. Labour-intensive processing operations will bring the population and thus
the social amenities that create a life
style that we would wish for everyone.
This is what development is all about:
A better economic, social, recreational, cultural, and physical environment-a better
total environment-has to be the principal
objective of any developmental programme.
It is an unfortunate fact that the very
best laid plans and proposals can be delayed. if not thwarted, by the course of
events which are quite beyond the control
or influence of this Government and this
Parliament. The actions of the Commonwealth Government, over which-like the
coming and going of the tide on the Kimberley coastline-we have no control,
could seriously impair or retard the progress and prosperity of the State of Western Australia.
The manner In which the Federal
system of Government has evolved in Australia has produced a situation of enormous complexity and our Premier will need
great patience and persuasive negotiating
power to overcome the problems that are
bound to arise. Let us hope that rederal
leaders can be convinced that the key to
success in resource development in this
State may well be 'less Government in
business".
I am sure that members will not be
surprised that I intend to speak about the
North Province. Particularly, do I want
to refer to the economic circumstances of
the people who live and work there.
I first went to the north in 1947 and
I guess this great slumbering giant
captured my youthful imagination.
Sixteen years later, the Minister for the
North-West at the time sent me, back
there and I sincerely thank him for making it possible for me to play a part in the
gradual awakcning process.
Now I wish to record my appreciation
to the electors of the North Province for
giving me the opportunity to help mould
their d&stiny by representing them in this
Chamber. I shall do my utmost to Justify
their confidence.
been
amount has
A
tremendous
achieved but there is no room for complacency.
There is so much to be done
before we can be satisfied that the Kimberley and Pilbara regions of Western
Australia are providing the economic en-

vironment for a contented, stable, and
Prosperous community.
In the Pilbara alone more than $1000
million has bizen spent in the last 10 years
developing iron ore mines and pellet plants
and the infrastructure associated with
these undertakings. It has been a colossal
achievement by any standard, but statistics reveal that we have not Progressed
as far as real decentralisation is concerned.
Despite the fact that the development
of natural resources has taken place in
remote areas, the significant build-up in
Population occurred in Perth.
Right
throughout this last bustling decade the
percentage of the population living in the
metropolitan area increased as a proportion of the State total.
In 1961 only 57 per cent of the State
population lived in Perth; by 1966 this had
increased to 66 per cent; in 1971 It was
68 per cent; and today it is over 70 per
cent.
With our present Government we have
the breadth of vision, the drive, and the
business acumen to achieve great resource
developments in the North Province, but
we need more than this.
We need to adopt a completely new
philosophy towards the governing of a
State covering a million square miles.
There has to be a positive and conscious
desire to make decentralization work. We
must take deliberate action to remove the
factors which make it unattractive for
people to live in remote areas and which
make it almost impossible for a small or
middle sized service industry to survive.
I would like to tell a story which poses
a question about the geography of my
distant province. The question will serve
to introduce the points I wish to make.
In the tiny coastal town of Onslow, the
bishop makes an annual visit and the
opportunity is taken to baptise babies
born during the preceding 12 months and
to confirm the two or three Young people
who have been prepared for the event. It
is an important day in the life of the town,
and the bishop Is grand in his flowing
rob's and accoutrements of office.
On one such day, the ceremony over,
the bishop was approached, rather (fffidently, by a local fisherman. He had read
about the blessing of the fleet each year
but he had never had his boat blessed. He
as!.cd whether his boat could be blessed.
The bishop readily agreed and they
Immediately went off to the bay.
Bstcause of the high tidal movement of
the north-west coast, the fisherman's boat
was moored a long way out. The small
party jumped into the dinghy and vowed
out to it; the ceremony was duly performed and the long row back to the beach
commenced.
At- this stage a tourist coach arrived at
the bayside Beadon Hotel and the attention of the visitors was immediately
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attracted to the small row boat approaching the shore with what appeared to be
a bishop, in magnificent white robes with
gold braid, mitre on head and crook in
hand, sitting in the bow. They crowded
to the water's edge.
The bishop was something of a showman, and not one to miss an opportunity
like this. As the dinghy came within hailing distance of the people on the beach
he stood up. raised his arm and called,
"I say, is this Australia?"
Well, we could reassure the witty prelate that he was, in fact, landing on the
Australian land mass, but sometimes people
in the North Province seriously doubt
whether the place in which they live and
work has any connection with the politicoeconomic centre of gravity of Australia
-or
Western
Australia-in
southern
areas. They see a huge gulf separating
north from south which somehow results
in a different set of rules by which they
have to live.
In the North Province public services
and utilities tend to become luxuries rather
than necessities. Domestic electric power
charges vary between 50 and 300 per cent
over and above those applicable in the
south-west. It is just too expensive for
the average man to provide home airconditioning so necessary for the comfort
and well-being of his family.
Commercial rates are prohibitive but
refrigeration and air-conditioning are essential for the preservation and display of
perishable goods.
The need for electric power under
ing climatic conditions Is great but trythe
cost is crippling.
It is worrying to observe the sociological
problems introduced by the high cost of
power, and I will mention one example
only. State houses are not designed for
air-conditioning because the tenants could
not pay the bill, and a second-rate living
unit results. As a consequence, a wide
social schism Is developing between the
occupants of mining company and Housing
Commission homes.
In Western Australia, one electricity
authority should be responsible for supplying the one commodity to one State-wide
community at the one price. It is neither
logical nor fair that there should be disparity in charges between the north and
the south.
It is of interest to look at the cost of
water, a commodity for which, like electricity, there is such a vital need in the
northern areas. The recently amended
water rates reveal that a person occupying
a comparable home in Port Hedland and
using the same amount of water as that
used by a Perth suburban householder,
will pay double the amount for his water.
In Wyndham, it is somewhat more.
(2)
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I could go on through the whole gamut
of essential services to reveal the same disparity, but the time limitation will prevent this.
Let us look at road maintenance charges. Truck owner-drivers may contest the
issue with the principal contractors, but
my sympathy lies with the consumer at the
other end of the run who is the one to
actually pay.
The Transport Commission is not able
to separate accurately charges levied on
northern destinations as opposed to southern areas, but sample investigation has revealed that about one-third of the total
receipts-$3.5 million In 1973-74-relates
to goods consigned to destinations north
of the 26th parallel.
On a per capita basis, this means that
every man, woman, and child in the north
is paying $20 per annum. Every person in
the south is paying something less than
$2.
In Halls Creek every tonne of goods
carries a charge of $4.50: for Harvey the
figure is 20c.
Clearly, the road maintenance charges
amount to a direct tax on isolation. I
ruggest that an alternative source of
revenue has to be found but, as an
interim measure, its application to foodstuffs and consumer goods should be removed forthwith.
What an astounding farce the road
haulage permit fee is! An officer of the
Transport Commission is called upon to
spend a few minutes writing out a permit.
The time of this activity is the same
whether the Permit Is Issued for Dandaragan or Derby, but the fee is calculated on
the miles that will be covered. Thus for
general freight, in the Dandaragan case,
the cost Is 20c Per tonne, and for Derby it
is over $5 per tonne.
What logic can there be for this
direct burden on consumers in remote
areas? There can be no relationship
between the distance travelled and the
cost of issuing a permit. Wh7y should
anyone reasonably expect people In the
remote areas of the State to carry the
major burden of paying for the operation
of the Transport Commission?
I wonder If the Prime Minister Is
aware of the result of the removal of the
subsidy paid on petroleum products. In
his apparent crusade against the farming
community of the nation, I wonder If he
understands the impact on isolated inland
centres far removed from ports. In Halls
Creek the price of petrol will automatically
rise by 71c a gallon, and for outlying
stations the price will Increase by double
that amount. Drummed products will increa-e by 37Tc a gallon. This includes
aviation fuel, but flying is an integral part
of the day-to-day activity of the north
and, at times of heavy rain, the very lifeline of society.
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I have no diffculty in understanding
that People of the outback rather wonder
If they are, in fact, part of Mr Whitlamn's
Australia.
Do the decision-makers in the south
recognise that the recent 30 per cent
increase in shipping freights means that
a concrete block maker in Broome is PayIng $80 a tonne for cement landed in his
Yard? One can imagine the impact on
building costs in the Kimberley.
I have referred to but a few of the
innumerable disabilities to which the
people in the North Province are subjected. I could go on and on.
Some of these additional costs are relatively small in themselves, but the effect
is cumulative. Costs compound themselves
one upon another.
The cost to build a house is high. Therefore, the rent has to be high. Therefore,
the valuation, which Is determined directly
from rental, is high. Thus water, sewerage,
and municipal rates are escalated out of
all proportion, making rentals higher still,
and mo on.
There is no pool of rental houses so an
employer has to provide residences for his
employees. His premises will cost at least
double the cost of comparable buildings
in Perth.
The storekeeper has to pass the extra,
extra, extra costs on to his customers In
addition to the high burden of freight.
electricity, inventory, and the rest. The
customer has no escape.
If we want a really silly example of the
compounding effect of these cost burdens
we can consider the question of sales tax.
In the late 1960s we were able to attract
a number of wholesalers In various lines
of business to Port Hedland.
is it known that sales tax was
levied on cost ex warehouse?
Thus
it was levied on a selling price which
included the initial cost of the goods,
plus
packaging,
handling,
insurance,
freight, road maintenance permit fee,
the high overheads already described,
depreciation, and the rest. The sales tax
was levied on this final cost out of the
warehouse and not, as one may have expected, ex factory or ex wharf in the case
of imported goods.
The Taxation Department in Canberra
insisted that this was the law.
I have used the past tense deliberately
because the warehouses, for the most Part,
have been forced out of business In the
same manner as have so many support and
service industries.
One would be excused for concluding that
Governments over the years had embarked
on a deliberate Policy to discourage People
from establishing themselves in remote
areas.
The requirement Is quite clear-we
must adopt positive measures aimed at
eliminating the existing disabilities which

react against the effective establichment
of stable communities in isolated areas in
northern Western Australia and other remote areas.
There must be a recognition that such
stability is in the best interests of national
development and State-wide progress.
In the long run, subsidies and handouts
do not Provide the an~wer: what we need
to do is eliminate the need for such
subsidies.
T would like briefly to pursue the question of the part that has to be played by
private enterprise.
The distributors of razor blades, cigarettes, tyres and, to a limited degree,
batteries, spread all freight costs over all
Products sold anywhere in the State and
thus the cost in Wyndham is the same as
it is in Perth-in theory at least. Surely
this is a worth-while objective to aim for
with all other products provided we can
guarantee that small isolated towns will
not be left off the distribution list.
Look at one of the smallect items in the
northern consumers' daily costs. The
morning daily newspaper costs i~c in
Kununurra, and 16c in Roebourne. Air
freight accounts for the additional cost
and it is claimed that the Price is subsidised at these figures.
But every day road transport takes the
newspaper to Esperance or Geraldton and
it is sold at '7c, as it is in Perth.
Who is paying the distribution cos.ts by
road? It is all those who are reading the
paper, including the reader of the 19c
paper in Wyndlham.
Is It any wonder that the question is
asked, 'Is this Western Australia in which
we live?"
Let us have a Western Australian newsPaper for the People of Western Australia
-all the people-at a uniform State-wide
price.
This is but one comnmodity. The same
argument could be applied to so many
more.
Could not the F'ederated Chambers of
Commerce and the Chamber of Manufactures be inspired to adopt the "one
State-one community" philosophy if the
lead were Provided by Governments?
It may be appropriate to mention that
my concept might be a worth-while investment for southern areas. The day will
come when certainly gas, probably water,
and Possibly electric power will be flowing
from north to south-like Lang Hancock's
railway: downhill. Already the value of
exports of minerals from the North Province far exceeds the combined value of
wool and wheat from the south and development will continue to rush ahead,
despite the difficulties. Perhaps a future
member for a metropolitan province
will be appealing for uniformity with the
more favoured north in the year 2024.
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Before I resume my seat, Mr President,
may I offer congratulations to you on your
elevation to the very high office In control
of this Chamber. All members will agree
that it is a fitting culmination to a distinguished career in this Council,
I also congratulate the Hon. Neil McNeill
on his attainment of Cabinet rank and
leadership of the House: the Hon. Graham
MacKinnon for his return to the Ministry;
and the Hon. Norman Baxter for his promotion to the front bench.
I look around the Legislative Council
Chamber today and see a good blend of
experienced members and new chums like
myself. I can see young people and some
who are not so young. I welcome the
presence of three female members.
It looks like a good team with which to
tackle the task ahead and I approach my
term in this H-ouse with enthusiasm and
confidence.

Oath of Allegiance to Her Majesty, or the
affirmation required by law, and was conducted to the Chair. The Commission to
swear-in members having been read, the
Clerk produced the writs for the general
election, held on the 30th March, 1974,
showing the names of the members
returned. These members took and subscribed the Oath, or made and subscribed
the affirmation required by law, and
signed the Roll.
The Commissioner then retired from the
Chamber.

THE HON. H. W. GAYFER (Central)
[4.09 p.m.]: I formally second the motion.
Debate adjournedl, on motion by the
Hon. Rt. Thompson (Leader of the Opposition).
House adjourned at 4.10 p.m.

Deputy Premier) [ 11.50 a.m.1I: I second the
Motion.

i-rui-sluti
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Wednesday. the 22nd May. 1974
MEETING OF THE ASSEMB3LY

The Legi-lative Assembly met at 11.00 a.m.
PROCLAMATION
The Clerk of the Assembly (Mr J. C.
Bartlett) read the proclamation of His
Excellency the Governor (Air Commodore
Hughie Idwal Edwards, V.0., C.B., D.8,0.,
O.B.E.. D.F.C.) summroning the first session of the Twenty-eighth Parliament.
OPENING PROCEEDINGS

Message from the Governor's Senior
Commissioner
A Message from His Excellency's Senior
Commissioner (His Honour Mr Justice
Virtue) requested the attendance of members of the Legislative Assembly in the
Legislative Council Chamber. Members
accordingly proceeded to that Chamber:
and, having heard the Commission to do
all things necessary for the opening of

Parliament, returned to the Legislativs
Assembly Chamber.
SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS
His Honour, Mr Justice Lavais. Puisne
Judge of the Supreme Court of Western

Australia, having been comnmissioned by
His Excellency the Governor, entered the
Chamber to administer to members the

SIR

ELECTION OF SPEAKER
CHARLES COURT (Nedlands--

Premier) [11.49 a.m.l: The House being
duly constituted, I move-

That the Hon. Ross Hutchinson do
take the Chair of the House as
Speaker.
MR

MeFRARLIN

(Mt.

Marshall-

MR HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe) [11.51
a.m.]: I submit myself to the will of the
House.
There being no other nomination, Mr
Hutchinson was conducted to the Chair by
the mover and seconder of the motion.
THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) [11.52
a.m.]: I thank members for the signal
honour they have conferred upon me, and
I now assume my duties as Speaker of this
House by taking the Chair.
SIR CHARLES CO1URT (NedlandsPremier) (11.53 a.m.],. Mr Speaker, may I
take this opportunity to express to you my
congratulations on your assuming this very
high office of Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly of Western Australia. You bring
to the office a tremendous amount of
experience; experience gained as a backbench member behind a Government,
behind an Opposition, as a Minister, and
as a front-bench member of an Opposition.
In the course of your experience you have
had occasion to see and to hear manly
people who have passed through this
Chamber: a large number of whom have

contributed greatly to the working of our
Parliament and of our State. You now
have the privilege-or should I say the
duty-to listen to many more people, but
from a different angle.
It must be Quite an experience for a
Person to take the Chair having teen a
Minister and a member of Parliament for
so long. You are now in the position
where you cannot interject or contribute,
except as laid down in the Standing
Orders!
We have every confidence in your capacity to fulfil your duties because you come
to this positloti of Speaker not only with
a tremendous record of achievement as
a member and as a Minister, but also with

