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Governors of WA

In the navy: Admiral Sir James Stirling

James Stirling was born near Lanark, Scotland in 1791, the eighth child of
Andrew and Anne Stirling. Stirling came from a strong naval tradition and aged
12 years he joined the navy. In his 33rd year he married 16 year old, Ellen
Mangles, daughter of renowned botanist, at Guildford, England in 1823. They
had five sons and six daughters. Following quick promotion in the Royal Navy,
Stirling was assigned a mission to assess the potential of the west coast of
Australia for a trading post. After his explorations of the Swan River in 1827,
Stirling argued strongly to the NSW Governor Darling and his colonial superiors
of the superiority of the Swan River area as an ideal location for a new British

colony. In 1829 James Stirling was
appointed Lieutenant-Governor of
the new settlement. Stirling and his
family sailed from England on board
the Parmelia and on 18 June 1829 he
proclaimed the foundation of the
Swan River colony. As Lieutenant-
Governor and later Governor he
administered the colony from June
1829 to January 1839 except during
his visits to England. In February
1832, the Executive and the
Legislative Council met for the first
time. They had the same five
members and Governor Stirling lead
both making the majority of
decisions. The main problem in the
colony was a lack of food. Stirling had
to buy emergency food supplies
from Van Diemen’s Land (now
Tasmania). On 2 October 1837
Governor Stirling resigned due to his

Portrait of Sir James Stirling, ca 1833
Photograph courtesy of State Library of
NSW: ML 15

increasingly difficult relationship with prominent settlers and Aboriginal people.
Stirling and his family finally departed Fremantle, 6 January 1839 for England.
He died at his Guildford home in England, 22 April 1865.

“I have however

established two other
towns, one called
Fremantle at the entrance
of the river on the south
side a port or landing
place, and the other on the
north bank of the river
about ten miles above
Fremantle, just at the
Islands. The latter is called
Perth.”

Extract from James
Stirling’s letter to his
brother, Walter,

7 September 1829


http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/item/itemLarge.aspx?itemID=897230
http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/item/itemLarge.aspx?itemID=897230

Police Commissioner appointed 34th Governor

His Excellency the Honourable Chris
Dawson AC APM was sworn in as
Western Australia’s 34th Governor at
an official swearing in ceremony at
Government House on 15 July 2022. In
1976, Dawson joined the WA Police as
a cadet becoming the inaugural
Principal of the WA Police Academy in
Joondalup. In July 2004, he was
appointed Deputy Commissioner to
lead an agency reform program, the
outcomes from the Kennedy Royal
Commission. From May 2008, he
managed all operational policing in the
metropolitan and regional areas,
including the specialist portfolios of
serious and organised crime, counter
terrorism and State protection. In
2011, Dawson headed the largest
security operation in the history of WA

‘challenging times’

‘His unwavering diligence
and attention to detail
during the pandemic
have played an
instrumental role in
steering our State
through what has been
one of the most
challenging times in our
history’.

Premier Mark McGowan,
Media Statement
4 April 2022

Police, as State Commander for the
Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting. He was responsible for the
security of Queen Elizabeth II, Heads
of State from 53 Commonwealth
countries and senior ministers and
delegates. In April 2014, Dawson was
appointed Chief Executive Officer of
the Australian Criminal Intelligence
Commission. He also served as
Director of the Australian Institute of
Criminology during this time. In August
2017, he was appointed as
Commissioner of the WA Police Force.
From March 2020, Dawson
coordinated the State of Emergency
through the COVID-19 global
pandemic and was responsible for the
Vaccination Program from September
2021 to January 2022.

AC awarded

On 26 January 2023, Chris
Dawson was awarded the
Companion of the Order of
Australia (AC) for ‘eminent
service to public
administration through law
enforcement roles, to
reconciliation’.

Chris Dawson was also
awarded the Australian
Police Medal (APM) in the
Queen's Birthday Honours
List for distinguished
service, 10 June 2022.

Honourable Chris Dawson,
2022

Photograph courtesy of
Government House



Former Deputy PM appointed 33rd Governor

The former deputy Prime Minister,
Kim Beazley AC was sworn in as the
33rd Governor of Western Australia on
1 May 2018 by Wayne Martin,
Lieutenant-Governor. His term ended
on 30 June 2022.

Kim Beazley was born on 14 December
1948 in Perth, Western Australia. He is
the son of Kim Beazley Sr, federal
Labor politician and Betty Judge,
athlete. He went to Hollywood High
School and then attended the
University of Western Australia
graduating as a Bachelor of Arts and
later a Master of Arts. In 1973 Mr
Beazley was awarded a prestigious
Rhodes Scholarship and graduated
with a Master of Philosophy from

Politics

Kim Beazley was elected to
the House of
Representatives for Swan,
WA in 1980. He held
ministries in defence,
aviation, transport and
communications;
employment, education and
training; and finance. Paul
Keating appointed him
deputy prime minister in
1995. He was re-elected but
to the seat of Brand in
1996. In the 1996 election
Labor lost government and
he became opposition
leader. He lost both the
1998 and 2001 federal
elections. He resigned as
Labor leader but resumed
the role in 2005. In 2007
he retired from politics.

Oxford. In 1974, he married Mary
Ciccarelli and they have two
daughters, later divorcing. Between
1976 and 1979 he was a tutor and in
1980 was appointed a lecturer in
Social and Political Theory at Murdoch
University, Western Australia. In 1990,
he married Susie Annus and they have
one daughter.

In 2007, after 27 years in politics, Kim
Beazley retired and was appointed
Winthrop Professor at the University
of Western Australia. He has held
other academic and diplomatic roles
including Chancellor of the Australian
National University. From 2010 to
2016 he was Australian Ambassador to
the United States of America.

Honours

On Australia Day in 2009,
Beazley was awarded the
Companion of the Order of
Australia (AC) for his
services to the Australian
Parliament, as an advocate
for indigenous people and
community service. In 2014
he was awarded an
honorary doctorate from
the University of Notre
Dame. In 2016 he was
awarded an honorary
doctorate from Murdoch
University in WA and made
an honorary fellow at the
University of Western
Australia's Law School. He
was also made an honorary
research fellow at the Perth
USAsia Centre.

Governor Kim Beazley at
Parliament House, 2021



‘Destined for great things’

Photograph courtesy of Weekend

West, 18/10/2014, p.4

Honours

Kerry Sanderson AO has
received many prestigious
awards. In 1996 she was
awarded the Telstra
Business Woman of the
Year. In January 2001, she
received a Centenary Medal
for service to the maritime
industry. She was awarded
the Officer of the Order of
Australia (AO) on 14 June
2014: 'for service to the
development and
management of the port
and maritime industries in
Australia’. The University of
Western Australia gave her
an Honorary Doctorate of
Letters in 2005. She was
also awarded an Honorary
Doctorate from Murdoch
University in 2015.

First Woman Governor in Western Australia

Kerry Sanderson AO made history as

the first woman Governor in
Western Australia. She was the

32nd Governor, succeeding Malcolm
McCusker in October 2014. Her term

concluded 30 April 2018. She was
born Kerry Gaye Smith on 21

December 1950 in Subiaco, Western

Australia. Her father was an

agricultural scientist and was Deputy

Director General of Agriculture for
many years. Her mother was a
deputy principal. Sanderson was
educated at Wembley Primary

School and Churchlands Senior High
School. She graduated as a Bachelor
of Science with a double major in
mathematics from the University of
Western Australia. She also attained
a Bachelor of Economics whilst
working. When she was 21 years old
she married Lance’ Sanderson, a
telecommunications engineer. He
was chief engineer for Telstra in
Western Australia, South Australia
and the Northern Territory. They
had two sons. Lance Sanderson died
from cancer in 2007.

‘The greatest danger for most of us is not that we aim too high and we miss it
but that we aim too low and we reach it’.
Kerry Sanderson’s favourite quotation, attributed to Michelangelo

‘New Governor makes it a family affair’

Photograph courtesy of Weekend West , 18/10/2014, p.1

Public Service

Prior to her governorship,
Kerry Sanderson was a
public servant and board
member. Her first job was at
the Department of Treasury
rising to director of the
economic and financial
policy division. In 1991, she
became chief executive of
Fremantle Ports when it was
$30 million in debt. She
restored it to profitability
over 17 years. In 2008
Sanderson received a three
year posting to London as
agent general. After
returning to WA she became
a board member for
companies and charities
until her appointment as
governor.



Governor’s Constitutional Role

The Governor represents His Majesty The King as Head of State in Western

Australia with executive power that is subject to the advice of the cabinet.

The Governor’s powers and duties are written in the Letters patent, under

which the Governor is appointed and the Constitution Act 1889. The

Governor is expected to act apolitically. The specifics of the Governor’s role

are to:

e preside over Executive Council

e appoint ministers, judges, magistrates and Justices of the Peace

e fix the time and place for each session of the Legislative Assembly and
the Legislative Council

e prorogue and dissolve the Legislative Assembly

e prorogue the Legislative Council. The Governor does not have power to
dissolve the Legislative Council.

e accept the resignation of members of the Legislative Council

e appoint the President of the Legislative Council

e issue writs for general elections

Pl % Letters patent re
', IRGE DL Constitution 25
%& ,;;b‘,y ¥l August 1890 (UK)

s 'l‘l(tm W ll » tl)c ('“)1 ace uf ('mh
e |- The Letters patent

have important
provisions on the
Governor’s role
which were not
included in the
Constitution of
Western Australia.

Governor’s Community and Ceremonial Role

The Governor also has a community and ceremonial role to:

e open the Parliament of Western Australia

e promote Western Australia

e welcome and provide hospitality to heads of state, ambassadors and
other official visitors

e present honours and awards under the Australian honours system

e present awards and medals to scouts and guides; Girls and Boys
Brigades; Churchill Fellowships and Queen Elizabeth Il Silver Jubilee Trust
Awards

e participate in public events

e travel Western Australia to meet people in the country and the city, and
keep informed of state developments.

By appointment

Prior to the granting of
responsible government to
Western Australia in 1890,
the Governor was the
representative and the
agent of the British
government. Responsible
government meant the
Governor did not act on the
advice of the British
Colonial Office but the
advice of the Premier or
ministers from an elected
parliament. Since the
Australia Acts 1986 the
Governor is appointed by
the Premier and can only be
dismissed by the British
sovereign on the advice of
the Premier.

34 Governors

Since the proclamation of
the Swan River Colony in
1829, there have been 34
Governors. All of them
have been men except for
Kerry Sanderson AO.
Traditionally Governors had
a British military
background. More recently
the Governors have had
careers in university
education, the judiciary,
state public service and the
Australia military. The
majority of the first
Governors were born
overseas, mostly in the
United Kingdom. Sir James
Mitchell was the first
Australian-born Governor
appointed to the role in
1948.



No

o U b~ W N

~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Governors of Western Australia

Name

Stirling, James' Lieutenant Governor
Governor

Governor

Hutt, John

Clarke, Andrew KH

Fitzgerald, Charles

Kennedy, Arthur Edward

Hampton, John Stephen

Pine, Benjamin Chilley Campbell?
Weld, Frederick Aloysius

Robinson, William Cleaver Francis

Ord, Harry St George

Broome, Frederick Napier

Smith, Gerard

Lawley, Arthur

Bedford, Frederick George Denham
Strickland, Gerald

Barron, Harry

Ellison—Macartney, William Grey
Newdegate, Francis Alexander Newdigate
Campion, William Robert
Mitchell, James Lieutenant Governor
Governor

Gairdner, Charles Henry

Kendrew, Douglas Anthony

Edwards, Hughie Idwal

Kyle, Wallace

Trowbridge, Richard

Reid, Gordon Stanley

Burt, Francis Theodore Page

Jeffery, Michael Philip

Sanderson, John Murray

Michael, Kenneth Comninos

Date appointed
30 December 1828
6 February 1832
19 August 1834

3 January 1839

27 January 1846
12 August 1848
23 July 1855

28 February 1862

20 July 1868

30 September 1869
11 January 1875
10 April 1880

20 October 1890
30 January 1878

2 June 1883

23 December 1895
1 May 1901

24 March 1903

31 May 1909

17 March 1913

9 April 1917

9 April 1920

28 October 1924
1933

5 October 1948

6 November 1951
25 October 1963

7 January 1974

24 November 1975
25 November 1980
2 July 1984

19 March 1990

1 November 1993
18 August 2000

18 January 2006

Date retired/died
5 February 1832
11 August 1832

2 January 1839
26 January 1846
11 February 1847
22 July 1855

19 February 1862
1 November 1868

NA

3 January 1875

6 September 1877
13 February 1883
17 March 1895

9 April 1880

20 December 1889
29 June 1900

13 August 1902

22 April 1909

3 March 1913

26 February 1917
8 April 1920

16 June 1924

8 June 1931°

1948

30 June 1951

26 June 1963

28 August 1973

2 April 1975

16 May 1980

24 November 1983
30 September 1989
31 October 1993

5 May 2000

31 October 2005

2 May 2011



No
31
32

33
34

Governors of Western Australia continued

Name
McCusker, Malcolm James

Sanderson, Kerry Gaye

Beazley, Kim

Dawson, Christopher

Date appointed
1July 2011
30June 2014

1 May 2018
15 July 2022

Date retired/died
30 June 2014
30 April 2018

30 June 2022



Footnotes

1. When James Stirling was in England, from August 1832 to August 1834, successive administrators
were responsible for the governing the colony.

2. By Letters patent issued on 20 July 1868, Sir Benjamin Chilley Campbell Pine was appointed Governor
of Western Australia but he did not take up the appointment. On 14 April 1869, Frederick Aloysius
Weld was appointed ‘in the room of Sir Benjamin Pine’.

3. The post of Governor was not filled between 1931 and 1948. Sir John Northmore was administrator
until 29 June 1932 and Lieutenant-Governor until 10 July 1933. He was succeeded by Sir James
Mitchell as Lieutenant-Governor until 4 October 1948. Sir James Mitchell was appointed Governor on
5 October 1948.
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