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the State. I assure the Government that I
personally will do all I can fo help in any
direction whatisocver.

MR. TRIAT (Mt Magoet) [7.42]: 1
congratulate the member for Pilbara (Mr.
V. Hegney) on his address last week.
Knowing him as I do I was not surprised
at the manner in which he handled his sub-
jeet. There is no doubt the Speech of the
lieut.-Governor contains very little that one
can deal with. In a time of war that is per-
haps exensable. Everyone seems to be in a
fog. I am in a fog myself. The decisions
and announced intentions of the Common-
wealth Government are causing people to
become more befogged than they were in
“the past. Let me refer to the petrol ration-
ing proposnls. No one secms to know what
is going to he done. We arc told that the
rationing is to consist or sufficient petrol to
take a vehiclc 40 miles in & week. In'my
electorate it is common for people to have
to travel long distances. At Sandstone for
instanece, there is only one train a week and
residents in the district come long distances
to meet the frain and obtain their supplies.
People are forced to get their supplies at
the railhead, and many of them travel from
80 to 120 miles with that object in view.
Those who come long distances sometimes
subseribe for the cost of a motor truck.
There is one place 86 miles away from the
railhead where 40 people are living. If the
proposals are carried into effect and only
suffieient petrol is available to take a car 40
miles in a week, those persons will be unable
to secure their supplies. At another place
120 miles away from the railhead there are
200 residents all of whom will be greatly in-
convenienced. Everything in the distriet has
been done by motor transport, and those
people will be unable to exist if they are
restricted to enough petrol to earry them 40
miles per weck. It is all very well to say
that motorists can instal a gas producer
plant on the vehicles, but such devices ecost
money. Many of the people to whom I have
referred are prospectors, and they could not
afford £60 or £70 for the purchase of a gas
producer. If petrol is rationed as i1s pro-
posed, the State Government will have to
stand behind many of the taxpayers to
cnable them to purchase gas produncers.
In my opinion it is not beyond the capacity
of the authorities at the Midland Junetion
Workshops or at some other foundry in
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Western Australia, to turn ount a gas pro-
duccr plant at a cost less than £60 or £70.
The patent rights may be beld by some con-
cern, hut I do not know that that covers
every fortn of gas producer. I helieve pat-
ent rights arc held by people who make their
profits on the sales.
Hon. C. G. Latham:
plant could be improved.

Mr. TRTAT: Yes, and I believe the Gov-
ernment could encourage investigations
along those lines and perhaps have a gas
producer put on the market at a cost of £30,
Possibly terms could be arranged so that
a farmer who had not much money available,
could seenre the plant to enable him to work
his property. Such a move would be of im-
portunce and in the interests of the State.
In the meantime the people in the outer
arcas arc confronted with the prospect of
serious diffieulty in regard to petrol supplies.
They have to travel over long distances to
the rail head in order tu secure their re-
quirements. In addition to the other centros
I have mentioned, there is Iield's Find and
again Payne's Find, which is 98 miles from
the rail-head. The people there depend on
motor traction for supplies. There are 79
peaple at Field’s Find, ineluding 25 who
are married. They sccure their supplies
from Wubin, but I admit that in that
instance a gas producer is available, so
that these people are not so seriously af.
fected. Station properties in my eleetorafe
arg in many instances situated 110 miles
from the rail-head and that necessitates a
journey every two weeks or so to secure sup-
plies. Further than that, motor bicycles are
used to fravel over the station propertics.
There is no feed available in the country for
stock, so that if horses were to be used for
that work, the necessity would arise to pro-
vide feed for the animals. In those eircum.
stances, abviously the use of motor bicyeles
is mueh the cheaper propasition. T trust the
Premier will make representations to the
Commonwealth (Government when the next
conference is held, so that special considera-
tion will he given to the fuel requirements of
those residing in the outer parts of Western
Australia, T regard the manufacture of zas
producers by the Government as a good sug-
gestion, and 1 hope the Government will in-
vestigate the possibilities. T heard the Leader
of the Opposition or the Leader of the
National Party disagree to the manufacture
being undertaken by the State. I did not think

At any rate, the
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anyone wonld ohject to that course heing
followed. If mo private individual is pre-
pared to supply gas producers at & reason-
able price, the Government should step in
and supply the need. T trust the Leader of
the Opposition and the Leader of the Nat-
1onal Party will not dispute the right of the
Government to assume that responsibility.

During the present period it is most re-
grottable to learn that many of our men are
out of work and, according to the Lieut..
Governor’s  8peech, 6,000 are dependent
upon the Clovernment for part-time employ-
ment. I believe that is ¢uite correet. The
member for Drwhe-Moore {Mr, Berry) said
that many of them would probably be ab-
sorbed in the manufacture of munitions, but
I am given to understand that that is nol
likely. I have been fold fhat very few un-
skilled men will be requived for munition
work. On the other hand, those employed
will have to be skilled tradesizen, such as
fitters, turners, and so on.

The Minister for Mines:
highly skilled.

Mr. TRIAT: 1 understand that 15 s,
particularly for fthe mannfaeture of fuse
eaps. The operation is most delieate; if the
fuse eap is not made perfeelly, the shell will
not explode. One regrettable feature is that
most of the lads who leave sehool today are
not skilled in any trade. From time to time
we Jicar discussions regarding our system of
education. Whatever may be said for it,
the faet remains that little opportunity is
available for our youth to he trained in any
skilled trade until after he bas left sehool.
In my opinion no boy should leave school
until he has practieally one skilled trade at
his finger tips. KEvery boy who passes his
Junior examination should be able to elaim
to have at least o good grip of one such
trade. He should he able to acquire a know-
ledge of a trade such as carpentry, fitting,
turning, electrical engincering, and so on.
What do we find regarding the Junior I8x-
amination to-day? The syllabus shows that
14 subjects are available for the student
and if he passes in five subjeets, he is able
to seeure his Junior certificate. That means
that he can toke ¥nglish, history, geo-
graphy and a langnage together with, say,
drawing, and he i$ able to secure his Junior
certificate, although he has not cven a
smattering of one skilled trade. That is
quife all right from one standpoeint. With
the possession of his certifieate the lad can

Thev have to he

seeure n position, but, in my opinion, {he
liolding of a Junior Examination certifiente
should not entitle a lad to any consideration
bevond that accorded a boy who has passed
out of the sixth standard. It would be tar
hetter it the Jnnior BExamination included
a compulsory subject that would give
ihe lad seme knowledge of a skilled trade
that, with a lLittle technieal eduecation after
leaving school, wounld enable him to attain o
proficieney sullicient to sceure for lim a
place in industry, [ sugeest that the auth-
oritics of the Education Department =hould
consider the advisability of including some
such eompulsory subjeet in the enrvicwlum
so that a lad after leaving schoul would be
able to enter some pseful oceupation il ve-
quired.  Kvervone should desire to possess
some such qualifieation. 1T feel sure that
nearly every member of ihis Iloure would
have been glad if, when he lett school, he
had had some knowledge of a skilled trade. 1
know that many of them went inte publie
life  and  endeavoured to make  gouwd
promptly through the avenues available
to theni. 1lowever, the bugbear from which
we suffer to-day is the lack of skilled trades-
men. We have been told that most of our
skilled men are leaving Western Australia
for the Eastern States where they can take
part in the manufaclure of munitions,

Hon. C. G. Latham: You are quite right.
We must bave vocational training here.

Mr. TRIAT: I trust that matter will be
taken into consideration hy the authoritics.
Something along those lines is essential in
order that our young people may he in a
hetter position. I trust, and believe, the
problem will be tackled. From our reading,
we know perfeetly well that every youth
who leaves sehool in Germany has a trade
at his finger tips. Morecover, service in the
Army is eompulsory and the youth con-
tinues further with his trade. The result is
that most foreigners who arrive here are
not unskilled workers. I am not speaking
of Italinns but of Germans, Danes, Swedes,
and so on. The foreigners who are finding
positions on the mines are all skilled. Thex
are fitters, turners, riggers, electricians and
s0 on. They are qualified men, and when
they come to Australia they are ahle to
secure the good jobs that are offering, jobs
that require skill and expert knowledge.
The unfortunate part of it is that we find
the Australians doing the pick and shaevel
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work under the direction of men more or
less recently arrived from foreign countries.
That is definitely traceable to the deficiencies
of our system of education. lmprovements
can be cffected in that direction, and 1 eer-
tainly hope steps will be taken along the
lines I suggest. The question may be asked
how it will be possible to secure such ad-
vantnges to the boy in the back country.
The soggestion is made that it would be im-
possible to provide such a lad with tuition
in the ordinary skilled trades. I do not hold
that opinion, becanse if his instruetor had
previously had the benefit of edueation
along the lines I have indieated, he would
be able to impart his knowledge to the
pupils under his guidance in the back coun-
try, and thus give them at least some know-
ledge of a trade. I certainly trust that the
Government will go into that matter and
endeavour to effect some reforms. It ean-
not be doubted that we will require skilled
men in the foture. I regard the faet that
we have 6,000 men still dependent on the
Government for part-time employment as
most regrettable. T reeolleet that when Par-
Hament adjourned last year there were
about that number on part-time work,

Mr, Thorn: They depended on the Govern-
ment for employment,

Mr. TRIAT : That is so, and there may be
some truth in the remark made by a mem-
ber on the Opposition side of the House to
the effect that some of those people do nof
desire to leave the employment they now
enjoy. That may be quite correet, but
nevertheless the fact that so many men are
even now dependent upon the State for em-
ployment is indeed regrettable. With the
resources as its dispesal, the Government
has not sufficient means cnabling it to place
those men in a form of employment that will
recoup the State for the money expended.
Notwithstanding that fact, the State essenti-
ally must find work for the unemployed.
How ean it be done? I am of the opinion
that we should receive assistance from the
Commonwealth Government to enable the
State to make effective use of the unem-
ployed. T feel that the Commonwealth
Government is so far removed from Wes-
tern Australia that it has little thought for
our people here. If we could secure some
finaneial assistance, little difficulty would
be experienced in finding work for the 6,000
men, and that would be an advantage to the
State in general.

Take the posifion regarding the Yampi
Sound iron ore deposits. There we have over
97,000,000 tons of iron ore above sea level
that can be mined without the necessity to
sink a shaft. It is so situated that ships
can be brought alongside in 30 feet of water
right up against the ore deposit itself. Ger-
many has lost thousands of lives in an en-
deavour to secure the right to operate the
same class of iron ore deposit that we have
lying idle at Yampi Sound. In Western
Australia, apparently, we do not want to
do anything with it, and so it can lie idle
vear after year. Western Australia does
not produce a single ounce of pig iron in a
vear. What is wrong with the country?
Why cannot we produce pig iron seeing that
we have the best elass of ivon ove that can
be cbtained in any part of the world. I
have put that question to others, and I have
been told that the explanation is that we
have no furnaces. Great heavens! Other
countries have heen in that position but
they have seeured furnaces and are now
smelting iron ore. Why cannot we do that?
Why eannot we convert our iron ore into pig
iron and then acquire still further furnaces
and convert the pig iron into steel? The
task is aecomplished in other parts of the
world. In the Eastern States pig iron is
being manufactured, and I heard the Pre-
mier state that a million tons had been ex-
ported to England from Broken Hill. Yet
we in Western Australia bave npwards of
97,000,000 tons of iron ore lying idle, and
no attempt is made to use it! The Japanese
would work the deposits if allowed to do so,
and we can thank God now that they were
not permitted to operate there. The faet
remains that 97,000,000 tons of iron ore are
available in the North, and the deposit
should be worked. We should be turning
out a million tons or so of pig iron with the
right to export the product overseas or to
make use of it in our own country for the
manufacture of munitions, especially as we
are told a commencement is to be made
locally with that industry.

I have been informed that it is possible
to smelt iron ore with the use of charcoal.
Thousands of growing trees are destroyed
annually in Western Australia, and we conld
make use of the charcoal that is now going
to waste. Why cannot we earry out experi-
ments with that chareoal, if Collie coal is
uot available for that purpose? That task
ought to be undertaken; and it will be, if
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we have but the will so to do. Then again
in Western Australia we have the greatest
alunite deposits known jn {the Common-
wealth. We have over 300 acres of alunite
ore situated within seven miles of a railway
line. That deposit contains over 13,000,000
tons of ore that will yield 50 per cent, alu-
minium. The deposit extends to a depth of
20 feet, and I have been told by a qualified
chemist that it contains sufficient potash to
pay for the eost of the excavation of the
whole of the alunite. I understand that
potash has to be imported into Western Aus-
tralia,

Hon. €. G. Latham: And it is extremely
diffieult to seceure at present.

Mr. TRIAT: And here we have in Wes-
tern Australia that extensive valuable de-
posit of alunite and are willing to allow it
to lic idle, awaiting exploitation. I do not
know whether the country there is held. If
it is, it is in the possession of people who
have no possible ehanee of scenring the alu-
minium from the deposit. I am aware that
the ecountry was held some time ago, but I
do not know what the position is now. I
know it is lying idle, and, if held, is in the
possession of people who eannot work the
deposit. If we could work the alunite deposit
and produce aleminium, we would have an
asset of extreme valuc to the country. We
would have a eommeodity at onr disposal that
is essential to our progress, and we could
certainly ahsorh a proportion of the 6,000
men who are now dependent on the Govern-
ment for employment. If we conld carry
the development to the stage I have indi-
cated, we could go one step further and un-
dertake the manufacture of acroplanes.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That would provide
employment for others.

Mr. TRIAT: That is so.

The Minister for Labour: At the present
time 30 tons of the ore is being tested at the
University.

Mr. TRIAT: I know the University
authorities are testing the ore, but the im-
portant point is to know who owns the ove.
Once the information gains currency that
the alunite ore is being tested, we will find
people rushing the leases, althongh they will
not be able to work the deposit. I have
been informed that it will take ot least
£500,000 to accomplish that end. I do not
know that even the State Government eonld
handle the proposition, and that Govera-
ment has every right to expeet financial as-

sistance from the Commonwealth to enable
the deposit to be opened up. I think the
Commonwealth Government in duty bound
would have to furnish that assistance.

The Minister for Labour: If the Univer-
sity test proves successful, no difficulty will
be experienced in seeuring the neeessary
eapital.

Mr. TRTAT: T hope that is correet. Tf
that should prove to be the position, I frust
that a fair proportion of the 6,000 men who
are now dependent on the Government fov
employment will be absorbed in the under-
taking. We may find the establishment of
an indwnstry that will turn out alumininm
and lead to the manufacture of aeroplanca.
So far the manufacture of munitions in
Western Australia has been limited to a de-
gree. A start is being made. I have had
discussions with people connceted with the
matter and am informed that mueh difficulty
is heing experienced in obtaining finaner.
The matter is still in the experimental stage.
We have now bheen af war nine months, and
after nine months of war have not prodnced
a bow and arrow in Western Australin. I
say without fear of contradiction that we
have not produced sufficient munitions in
Western Australin to shoot a flock of birds.
No hlame for that is attachable to our Gov-
ernment, because the responsibility for the
defence of Australia rests upon the Com-
monwealth Government. 1 sincerely trust
the Premier will place the Bill for eivil de-
fence first on the Notice Paper, and not fifth.
All our people are anxious to do something
towards the war cffort. Men too old to on-
list bave said they are guite prepared to do
what they ean. So is everybody in Ausira-
lia, but what is the use of trying to do somae-
thing when the Commonwealth Government,
which controls defence, is not prepared to
move in the matter as far as this State is
coneerned? I have heen told there is no fear
of an invasion of this country; but tonight’s
paper shows there is grave danger of inva-
sion. Japan has been talking in an exceed.
ingly cheeky way for some time past, and
aecording to to-night’s paper the British
Goveryment has informmed Japan that unless
it releases the Brilish subjects who have
heen arrested there, drastic action will be
taken. 'When nations talk in that way, it
means but one thing—war. Japan is not
too far away from Australia to attempt an
invasion, and her expressed intention for the
past five or six years has been to ocenpy our
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conntry. 1 do not say that of my own know-
ledge, but from what I have read. Quite re-
cently I have rend a work hy a Japanese
naval commander who is an authority on
warfare. With the permission of the House,
I shall quote some short extracts from his
hook.  The writer is Li-Commander Tola
Ishimarn and his hook was published in
1936. The title is “Japan must fight
Britain.” He asserts that the Japancese eould
easily defeat the British Navy.

The Minister for Mines: Japan would
have a tough job in front of her to do
that.

My, TRIAT: But that is Japan’s inten-
tion.

Mr. Cross: Has Japan got Italian naval
commanders ?

Mr, TRIAT: I eannot say, but whether
or not Japan has competent or incompetent
commanders makes little difference. The
Commonwealth Government should see that
we are amply protected. We were never
less prepared for an invasion than we are
at present.

Member: Read the cxtract.

Mr. TRIAT: At page 240 the following
appears :\—

With the ouibreak of war Tapan would, we
may suppose, descend on ITong Kong and
Singnpore like a thunderbolt and capture them.
But there are other British possessions within
range of attack by the Japanese flect; British
Bornep and Australia, for instance, would be
dealt with,

The writer proceeds to show how Japan
would eapture those possessions, but I shall
not read what he says abont that. At page
242 he continues—

What ships, then, have the Australiane got?

The writer deals with the vessels we had at
that particular time, and continues—

Tf only they had taken Admiral Henderson'’s
adviee nnd huilt those 52! But that is all past
history, and now they have but two 10,000-ton
cruisers, two light eruisers, six destroyers and
two sehmarines. England, with her present
shortange of light cruisers, cannot send more
than four, with, perhaps, from 12 to 18 des-
troyers. And the more she depletes her battle
fleet, the more she jecpardises her chances of
suceess in the decisive action in the South
Ching Sea. Further, 34 or 35 ships at least
would be required adequately to defend hoth
tho cast and west coasts of Australia,

Mr. Doney: What is the date of the pub-
lieation of the book?
My. TRIAT: 1936, four years ago.

Mr. Doney: Before the China war.

Mr. TRIAT: It is writtten before Britain
had her hands so full.

The Minister for Mines: And before
Japan had heaxd of the "Sydncy.”

Mr. TRIAT: That is so. I have vead
what 1s in the mind of Japan. I de not
say that Japan ean achieve that objective;
what T am trying to point out is the apathy
of those in aunthority. Apparently, the
Commonwealth Government is net taking
any notice and has not given us even pro-
visional protection. As T said, this State
has done nothing, while the Commonwealth
Government has done very little. That is
what T am trying to stress. I do not for a
moment say that Japan can defeat us, but
she should not be treated as lightly as we
treated the Germans, who recently defeated
a nation which thought it ecould hold Ger-
many at hay for 12 months, At page 278,
Commander Ishimaru states—

Tf JTupan sheuld win, what then? Te =a
word, the collapse of the British Empire, Let
us take Indin first. Tf England went {o war
with Japan, she would try her time-worn triek
of promising the Indinns independence if they
sided with her. But now they have learned
far too much to he taken in. They would ig-

nore her offer and seize the opportunity to
take for themsclvea the independence they so
greatly desire. If England were defeated, 1un-
din would bhreak away from her, nothing is
more certain,  England would then lose her
vital treasure house, Next, England would lose
her martkets in China, which have figured so
largely in her fortunes, she may be surc of
that, She would have to cede Hong Kong to
Japan, and that would wundermine the very
foundations of her China trade. But more seri-
ous than all else, Australia and New Zealand
would pase into Japancse hands.

That is a quotation from a werk written by
a Japanecse, a man in authority, who says
that his country is prepared to invade Aus-
tralia should the opportunity present itself.

Mr. Thorn: He likes himself a lot.

Mr. TRIAT: Although the Japanese are
a cheeky race, they are foemen worthy of
consideration who will not be defeated by
merely blowing off gas. It is a wrong pol-
iey for a eountry at war not to prepare it-
self for the worst, while hoping for the
best. We have collected a few pounds to
assist patriotic funds—a fine effort. We
have collected some money to put in the
Commonwealth coffers to prosecute the war;
that must be done. But what have we done
to build up the internal defence of Aus-
tralia, or to manufacture munitions of war?
‘What have we done to produee & gun or a
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rifle for the purpose of destroying the
enemy? We have done nothing at all in
that way in Western Australia.

Member: But munitions are being manu-
factured in the Enstern States.

Mr. TRIAT: Very little, from what I can
gather. I was at Sandstone a fortnight
ago. Some 40 people there had formed a
rifle club and among their number were
some keen rifle shots. However, they ve-
ceived instruetions through the poliee that
every round of ammunition had to be seized
and delivered to the Commonwealth for de-
fence purposes. DMost of that ammunition
was made in 1926 and should be disearded
as far as war purposes ave concerned, as it
would be of no nse. The members were per-
mitted to use eight rounds for the final cup
and then 147 rounds were sent to DPerth.
That is wrong. The ammunition might he
of use up to 500 or 600 yards, but not fur-
ther. As the distance increases the veloeity
decreases, because the eordite, or whatever
it may be ealled, has lost some of its virfune.
The Commonwealth Governmeni must he
very short of ammunition to fight the enemy
should he arrive. Tveryone knows Lhat
1,000,000 rounds of ammmunition do nut go
far in war time.

Mr. Seward: It is hetter to have the am-
munition under one eontrol than seattered
all over the country.

Mz, TRTIAT: That may he so, [ am not
skilled in war matters, But why confiseate
147 rounds of ammunition from a place like
Sandstone, when the modern machine gun
lives 1,200 rounds a minute? According to
what is published in the paper to-nicht,
that is twiee as many rounds as the old-type
of machine gun fired. At the rate of 1,200
round a minute, it would not take long o use
the few rounds of ammunition that we could
manufacture in Australin, There is not
much work entailed in making a cariridge.
I bave seen kangnroo hunters refilling cari-
ridges. They put in the cordite and close
the cartridge again.

Member: How do they put the eap on?

Mr. TRIAT : It is dene quite easily. The
cap i3 put in position with a small instru-
ment, Kangaroo hunfers use the eartridge
shells over and over again until the shell
bursts, when of course it is no longer used
and is thrown away. The matters upon
which I have- touched are essential to the

welfare and defence of Australia. We have
an abundance of iron ore which ean be
manufactured into pig ivon and steel which,
in turn, ean be made into munitions at the
Midland Junction Workshops. If locomo-
tives can be built at those shops, surely
armoured tanks could be made also. There
is merely a differenee in the method of trace-
tion; the armoured ear would have eater-
pillar wheels. We have skilled trodesmen
capable of doing the work, but we must have
the iren and steel. For that reason, we
should at once proceed to develop the
Yampi iron deposits. We have an ample
supply of alaminium alse. I am glad to
learn ihat experts at the TUniversity are
making tests of our alunite; if these prove
successful I hope the Government will take
immediate steps to work our deposits of
this material. I hope that within the next
nine months, at all events, Woestern Austra-
lia will be able to undertake its share in the
muanufactare of mpnitions for the defence of
the Commonweslth, The member for Trwin-
Moore said that if our country were invaded
our retwrned soldiers would meet the enemy
and give him a crack. I have no doubt
they would, but they must be adequately
armed, It is no uwse serving them with the
old type of rifle; they should be supplicd
with Bren and Tommy guns, whirh are
eapable of firing 600 or 700 rounds a
minute. The time has gone by when sol-
diers should be asked to use rifles which,
after firing five ecartridges, necessilate the
pressing of a bolt to ensure a further
supply.

Member: Bren guns are now being made
in the Eastern Stales.

Me. TRIAT: Why make them only in the
Eastern States? Why should Western
Australia always be passed over in favour
of the Iastern States! The time is long
overdue when that attitude should no longer
be adopted. The people of the Eastern
States are well off; they have large sceond-
ary industries, they get all the eream, while
we in the West get nothing. It is time the
people of Western Australia woke up and
demanded their rights. Western Australia
is just as much a part of the Commonwealth
as are New Sonth Wales, Victoria and
Queensland.

The Premier: The Director of Munitions
is coming to Western Australia next week
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and we will see bim about the matter. He is
comning with an open cheque book.

Mr. TRIAT: 1 hope the Premier will be
nihle to persuade the Federal Treasurer to give
us some money when the director arrives. I
do not propose to delay the Iouse much
longer, hut I honestly bhelieve—and I
am not joking when I say this—that
we have been lacking in our duty to the
country. 1 am not especially attacking the
Labour Government, for [ realise the Gov-
cernment cannot do anything without money.
I do not blame it as much as I blame the
Federal Government. I am a member of
the Labour arty and am very proud of the
fuet. Nevertheless, T wonld not be heyond
castigating my own people if I had reason
to believe they were in the wrong. I have
the enurage of my convietions and am pre-
pared to condemn anybody I helieve to be at
fault. I do not altogether blame the Gov-
ernment, but the people vesponsible for the
manufacture of armaments, who are not giv-
ing us an opportunity to show our worth.
I hope that the Premier’s statement about
the Chief Director of Munitions coming here
with an open cheque book will be justified,
but I am atraid that it will not be. The
Chief Director of Munitions may come heve,
but unless pressure is brought to bear, there
will be no cheque except for a very small
amount.

The Premier: You are pessimistie.

Mr. TRTAT: Yes, I am, after nine
months' experience of actual faets.

The Premier interjected.
Mr. TRIAT: I beg your pardon?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon. mem-
ber will address the Chair. He is under no
obligation to reply to interjections.

Mr. TRIAT: T do not intend to delay the
House by discussing the matter further, but
I feel keenly about it. I and all other mem-
bers of this House were returned by the
people on the understanding that something
would be done for our constituents. True, we
were not returned in time of war. Peaceful
conditions prevailed when we were clected,
but when war broke out, the people did not
recall us, saying, “We would like you to
stand for eleetion beeause we think we have
somebody better.” They left averything
in our hands. They said, in effect,
that they could depend for protection,
if war occurred, on the men they had re-
turned to Parliament. They felt sure that

the security of the State would be safe in
our hands, just as they felt that the secur-
ity of the Commonwealth would be safe in
the hands of the Federal Government. But
I do not feel securc; oot a hit. We have
nothing with which to defend ourselves if
we are invaded by the hordes of the North.
We cannot count on the British Fleet to be
here at the psyehological moment. Before
the vessels could arvive, serious damape
eould be done to our e¢ities. I hope that
adequate proteetion will be demanded from
the Federal Government. I do net know
what measures the Premicer intends to in-
troduce, but let us hope that he will sug-
gest something vitally necessary for the de-
fenee of this State. Only the Federal Gov.-
ernment has power to take military pre-
cantions, but let us do somecthing here in
the way of ecivil defence. Inereased popu-
lation is urgently neceded in this State, but
how this inereased population ecan he
secured is a diffieult problem, especially
when oumr numbers are being depleted by
the departure of so many people. I trust
that when we meet this time next year the
State will be alive with sceondary industries
and partieularly munition works, that we
shall be manufacturing iron ore and steel
plates, and making aeroplanes and arm-
oured cars. We can do al] that. We have
the opportunity and the men, and all we
need is the will. That is what we are wait-
ing for. I trust that something will be
done in the near future.

On motion by Mr. North, dchate ad-
journed.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION,

Council’'s Message.
Message from the Council received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional
Committees appointed by that House,

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,500,000.

Returned from the Counneil without

amendment.

House adjourned at 8.20 p.m.



