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CURONOLOGTOAL 'rAHLE. x:xxvii 

Reforendum on Oounnonweo.Jth control of aviation and ntRrketing defeated on 
both issues. Jmpcria.l conference in London. Commonwealth basic wage 
increa.sod by 58, per week. Re1Jort of the Royn.l Commission on l\•Iouetary 
and Banking Systemp, in Au,.,tralia. ' 

New South Wales Sesqui-Contcnary Celebrations. Australian Trade Delegation 
to review Ottawa Agreement;. New Lyons Ministry. New Defcmce Pro
gramme involving expenditure of £63,ooo,ooo over three years; militia 
forces to be raised to Jo,ooo. New ~l'rade Treaty with Japan. 

Death of the Rt. Hon. J. A. Lyons, P1·imo MiniHter. Pa.go Ministry 7th to 26th 
April. l\Ienzics Ministry formed. National Register and Viicalth Census. 
\Var deelarecl on Germany, 3rd September, by BritR.in and Franco after 
invaBion of Pohnd. Prime Minister declared Anstrali<t at war on same date. 
~..tnstra.lin participates in vast Empire ~JJr Training Scheme. Compnlsory 
military traini.ng re-introduced for home defence. Spccia.l volunteer force 
of 20,ooo men Dnlisted and tra.ined for senico overseas. Pu['(:hase Ly the 
!-hit-ish Government of the Australian ·wool clip and the export snrplns of 
blltter, dwese, eggs, meat., sugar, wheat, flour, lend, and zinc. 

Royal1\ustra.lian Navy placed nt disposa.l of Gl'cat Brit:dn, znd September. 
No. lO Sunderland Flying -Boat Squa.clron, R.A".A.F., both pcrmamel and 
airer:-<.ft, necepterl by British Government for service with Coasta.l Command. 
1llirhtle East C'ampaign. Advance party ofAustr<tlians embarked for l\fiddle 
EaHt, .csth December. 

Exchange · o£ Ministers between Australia and United States of America. 
Appointment o£ Australian Minister to Ja1Jan. Exchange of High 
Commissioners between Australia and Canada. Population o£ Australia 
reached 7,ooo,ooo. Naval Dock commenced at Sych1ey. New Menzies 
l\'Linist.ry formed. Petrol rationing introduced. Commonwealth cled-ions held. 

Cruiser Perth on plltrol and escort work in Caribbean Sea and \Vestern 
Atlantic. Cruiser A'ustralia in Atlantic and later in operations off Dakar. 
Cruiser Syclney a.nd five deHtmyers in l\:Iecliterranean. ,)'ydney put to flight 
two It1Llia-n cruisers, ,Jnly. One, Bm·tolo·meo C'olleoni, crippled and afterwards 
sunk by torpedoes. Cruiser Ilob(wt at eva01mtion of Briti~>h Som<tliland, 
A11guHt. Australians in R._i\.li'. with squadrons of Advanoc\d Air Striking 
Worce, Frn.nce, wit.h Fighter Command squadrons, and with Bomber Command 
over Germany and Ncn·way. No. 3 Squadron, H.A.A.F., sent to Libyan and 
EgY}}tian zone for co-operation with A.I.F. divisions. Three R.A.A.F. 
squadrons sent to Singapore . 
. Middle /!}ast C'ampaign. First Austrn.lian eonvoy (6th Australian Division) 
sailed for l\iiddle East, nth January. 

Appointment of Japanese Minister to AuHtralifl., I)rime Minister's visit to London. 
Appointwcnt of Sir Thomas niamey as Deputy Commander-in-Chief of British 
Forces in the Middle East. Er;t,ablishment of Commonwealth Child Endowment 
Scheme·. CeBsation of commercial rclatim1s between Australia and Japan. 
Exchange of Minister~; hct.wc·en Australia anrl China., United States Congress 
pasBed Lend.Lcase Dill. Atlantic Charter signed by l\Ir. Roosevelt and 
l\fr. Churchill. Hon, A. Farhlcn succeeded Rt. 1-Iou. R. G. Menzies as Prime 
1\'linist.er. Fadden Government defeated on Budget. lion. J. Curtin formed 
Labour Hinistry. .hpa.neso attack on Pearl Harbonr. Australia clecla.rod 
wM' on Ji~-pan, gth Dccemllcl·. \Var-time control of trading La.nks. 

Dnring l\Tay and June, l'erth, seven destroyers and one sloop engaged in 
Ueclitcrmnean-evaena.t-lon of Greece and Crete, Syrian eampa.ign, Tobruk. 
Australian destroyers occupied on "Tobi'uk :Ferry Run ". Destroyer Water
hen and .Sloop Pwntmatta lost in act.ion. Sydney lost in November during 
enga.gement in Inclia.n Ocean with raider 8teiennm·Jc, which was sunk. 
R.A.A.:F'. squadrons wit.h Fighter Command in defence of Britain and with 
Bomber Commcond. I_{.,A.i\.F. squttdronH also opcra.f.ing: in JHiclcll(\ East. 
Further H..A.A.F. squadron Rent. to Singapore, 
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CHRONOLOGIQAL 'J'ABJ,E. 

Jlhtltlle East. (./umpaign. Hanlin, Tobruk, Derna., Hc11ghazi, Gi<trabub (North 
Africa) capt.ured, st.h .Tnnnnry-21st JHarch. British rtnd AttRtralians com
menced 1vit.hdrawal from a.rea. of El .Agheila, 24th March. Last. Aur,tralian 
t•earguanl reachPd 'J'ohrnk, 1oth April. First. engagement of Anstralian and 
German force;; Oil Grl'ck front, 10th April. fi:vacnntinn of Greeee begun, 
24th .April. Evacnfl.tion from Rplm.lda, Crete', JfHt May. tlyrian campaign, 
8th June-12th July. 
1lfal(tytm C'wnpaign. Al"l"iYnl of nnits of Eighth Aw;tmlinn DiviHion in 1\-Iala.ya, 
18th February. 

Daylight saving introduced. Darwin bombed, Allied Supply Council formed. 
United States armed forces lmHl in Australia. General DouglaR 1\iacArthnr 
Supreme Uommander of Allied Forces in South-west. Pacific. R.egula.t.ion of 
prices, April, 1942. Feder;:tl uniform t-axation adopted. (;ommonwcalth 
widows' pensionH introduced. .Tapanese submarines sunk in -Sydney 
Harbom. H.a.tioning of commodities. Labour Corps formed for Alliefl 
\~'orks. Exehangc of il'linisti'r.~ between Netherlands, Soviet Union of 
Russia and An.'ltl'alin.. Cou::;titut.iona.l Convention held in Uanberra-J~il1 
ttpproved for reff~renee to Commonwealth by Ntates of 11owers to make lftw.'l 
in relation to po:-;1..-war reconstruction. 

R.A.N. ships, until invasion of .lava, under almost. const-ant .Japane;;('. 
a.ir, submarine and surface :tHa.c!cH, while engaged in minesweeping, anti
submarine proteut.iou, pa.trolling n.nd convoy escort work in J\la.laya.n wat.erR. 
Perth lost in Runrht Strait., 28th February-Jst March. Sloop Yarm lost 
dnfending convoy ttg<t.inst. three uruisers a.nd fo11r dest.royers. Destroyer 
!'mnpire sunk b_y aircraft, Btt_y of Bengal, April. An8tra.lia and Ilobnrt pnrt 
of Task Force sereeni.ng Port Moresby during Coral Sea Ba.tt.le, i\'Iay. Crnis01·s 
AudraHa, 0(1.nberm and Holmrl led attack on Solomon Isln.nds, AngnRt. 
Omzberra was lost there. Destroyer Voyager lost disembarking Army per
sonnel and stores on Timor coast, September. Corvette Anniclale sunk hy 
aircraft, December. P ... J\.A.F. Snnderlamls operated with Coa.stnl Command 
on anti-subma.rino patrols, iLnd R.A.A.F. Hampdens carried torpedoes a.ga.inst 
enemy ::;hipping off coast of NOl'way. Detachment of No. 455 Squadron 
sent to R.ussi11; t.herc on.rricd out cOll\'O.Y escort. clnt.y and ma.pped part of 
.AJ:ctic Ice ·B<U'ricr. Low-level da.ylight attacks against i.mport~nt. pin-point 
targets fmrried out by R.A.A.F. with Ventnra.s.and l\:Iosquitos. In ]fiddle 
East two R.A.A.F. IHJHadtons engaged in naval co-operation work, convoy 
escol"t a.nd sea. rocomu\.issanco. Composite R.A.A.F. squadron at Rabaul 
ovorwholmcd by intense air at.tacb pri01· to capture ofR.aba.ul. Firs~ R.A.A.F 
fighter sqna.dron OlJcra.t.ing from Port l\Toresby reduced to tlu·ee a.:ircrnft in 
Hix weeks, but destroyed 35 enemy fl.ircraft. for losR of 12 pilots and 22 aircraft. 
lt.A.A.F. contributed kn·gely to enemy's dcfe;t.t n.t Milne Bay. :Supplies 
drop11ecl to troo1Js advancing down northern slo1ws of Owen Stanleys. 
Jl[iddle East Ga.mpa.i(Jil. Ninth Australian DiYision launched first attack in 
British thrm:t at El Alameln (North Africa), 23rd October. 
1l£alnya.n G11mpaign. FirHt contact of Anst.ra.lia.n t.roops ·with .htpnnese, I4th 
.January. Fall of Singapore, 15th February. 
Ronlh-wPst Pacific 0(/,mpa.ign. ,Japanese lauded at Rnbaul, 23nl Jrmuary; 
,T;wa, 27th Fchl.'tmry; Lrto, Salrtmaua., Finschhafen (New Guinea), 7t.h-
1oth 1\•Ja.rch. "First contact between Aust.ra.lia.ns and J"a.pa.nese at. Awala, 
23nl July. Austmlia.ns "ithdre\Y fl'om Kokodn, 10th August. Japanese 
forced to withdraw from .l\lih1e HfLy, sth September. Australians recaptured 
Kokoda and Gomri., aiHl ca.ptmed Oivi, \Va.il'opi, Gona., 2nd November
gth December. 

19,~3 Ceiling priccR fixed, 12th April. Commonwealth elections held-return of Cmtin 
Govf~mmcnt. Na.t.ional Register of Civilians. High Copunissioners appointed 
to India. and New Zealand. Price Stabilization .Scheme. J\iortgage Bank 
Department of Commonwealth Bank opened. National 'Norks Council 
formed. 



CHRONOLOGlOAL 'I'ABLJ~. XXXL\: 

Year. 

I943~ 

contd. 
Royal Australian Navy maintained essential sea communications between 

AustrnJi<t and New Guine[l. and guarded Australian coastal traffic. In 
December began a long series of amphibious operat.ions which finalLy defcakd 
the enemy forces in the Sonth-\Ve·st Pacific Area. Royal Australian Navy 
ships of all sorts took ptort in these opel'totions thenceforward until the end 
of the war. From 1943 to thn end of the WM R.A.A.F. squadrons iu 
Britain continued auti-submnrinc p<~trols and to protect convoys. The 
R..A.A.F. attacked shipping in the North Sea· and a.Jong the Norwegian co<tsi·, 
bombed stragetic targets in Germany and in occupied countries, carried 
out intruder operntions, provided cover for bombe1'S, operated against flying 
bombs "V " weapon launching sites, ft.nd followed the invasion for ceil to the 
Continent. In the 1\:IidcUe .gast t.he R.A.A.F. oporatcd over Tunisia in sup pori 
of the Eighth Army a.nd over Hn.ty, Greece n.ncl Crete, assisted Yugo~sla.v 
pa.rtisa.ns, and took vart in the invasion o£ Southern Fmncc. By 19"!3 
J::,.A.A.F. medium bombers and long-range fighters were oper<tting: nround 
Dutch New Guinea and heavy bombers about Borneo and Netherla.nds East 
In(lies. 1\tining of enemy IJorts in the Sonth-"\VeRt Pacilie Area was begmt 
by C~tta.lina.s in April, 1943, and l'mstn,inecl throughout the remainder of the 
war. No. ro Oper::ttiona.l Group, a, mobile task force formed in Ja.nuary, 
1944, gave direct support to l1md forces in tho Rn.mu Valley a.nd took part. 
in subsequent opemtions in northern New Guinea. Ronamed l~irHt Tactical 
Air Force, R.A.A.l''., it. moved to Th'Iorotai a.nd from there attacked enemy 
wa.tercraJt;, Nort-hern Comm;m(l, R.A.A.l!~., fOl'merly No. 9 Opera.tional 
Group, p·otected shipping, and supported land operations in Wewak, New 
Britain and Bongainville. First 1'actical Air Force, RA.A.W. and l10avy 
bombers of north-western area took 11art in Tarakan, :Brunei and Balilqmpn.n 
landings. Throughout the war R.A.A.F. mninland squadrons helped to 
gnfl..l'd importrtnt shipping lanes. RA.A.F. personnel sel'ved in H .. A.F. 
ilquadrons in the Bmma-India theatre. 

I<J45 

South-we&t Prtc-ific Carnpa-ign. Ausbl.'a.lbns <mrl Amerie~t.ns took Bnna.., 2nd 
January; Sa.nananda., 22nd January. Austmlhns counter-<-tttacked at \Van 
and began drive to Sulama.un, 3rd February. Austra-lian and American 
IJU.ratroops, Au8tralian artillery, engineers :omd pioneers took N~1.dz<t.b, 5tl1 
,September. Aerial movement of Austra.liMl troo1m int,o 1\Ia.rkham Va.Uey 
began, 7t.l1 Se11tember. AnstraliatH\ cnpturcd Sa.Inma.ua, J,a.e, Finschlwfen, 
Dumpu, Satdberg Heights, ·wa.reo, uth September-8th December . 

.iHutual Co-operation Agteement between Australia and New Zealand. National 
VVorks Council itpproved £2oo,ooo,ooo post-wa.r worhs programme. Disastrous 
bush.fires ill Victoria. Mutual Aid Agreement between Canada and Australia. 
First Victory Loan of £1so,ooo,ooo over-subscribed. Invasion of France 
by sea and air on 6th June. Pay-as-you-earn taxation operated from 1st 
July. Completion of term as Governor-General by Lord Gowrie. Ret€ren
dum on Constitution Amendment to give Commonwealth Government 
increased powers in post-war period defeated. Almost £155,0oo,ooo sub
scribed to Second Victory Loa.n, First High Commissioner for India arrived 
in Australia. 
Sou.th- West Pacific Oa.mpaign. Australiu.ns took Bogarljim, Maclang, Alcxis
hafen, 13th-26th April. Austra.Iians landed on New Britain, nth October. 
Australians took over from Americans in Bongainville, Solomon Islands, 23rd 
November, and at Aitape, New Guinea., rst December. Danma.p River, 
New Guinea, crossed, r7th December. Pearl Ridge, Bonga.inville, occupied, 
3oth December. 

H.R.H. the Duke of Gloucest,cr sworn in as Goveruor-Geneml. Cap~!lin Cook 
Dock opened. £roo,ooo,ooo Third Victory Loan over-snbscdbcd. Cessa,tion 
of hostilities in Europe, 8th :May. Delegates of 50 !\Ollllt·ries sign United 
Nations' Charter rot San ·Fra.ncisoo. l?nst new Lancastrian air serviee bel;weun 
Sydney and England. Occupation Survey taken of all eivilinn llhiles aged 
I4 years and over. Re-est.ablishment rtnd EnqJloyment Act 1945 assontod 
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to z8th June. Death of Ht. Hon. John Curtin, Prime ~linister of 
Australia. Hon, J. B. Chifley a.ppointetl Pdme :Minister. VVar Gratuity 
Act. 194-5 and Australian National Airlines Act 1945 assented to 3rd AugusL. 
Cessation of hostilities against Japan, 15th August. Casualties of 
Australian Fighting Services as known at JISt October, 1945, totRlled 
95,]<1-6, including z8,753 killed. Decision to sta.nd:wdize Australian railway 
ganges. Termination of Lend-Lease. General demobilization of Al'med 
Forces commenced. £8s,ooo,ooo Fourth Victory Loan filled. 
South-West Pacific Omn1Htign. Australians occupied But airfield, near \.Yewak, 
New Guinea, J]Lh l't'Iarch. La.nding on Sora.ken Peninsula, Bonga.invillc, 
zoth l\farciL Battle ofPuriata River, Bougainville, won 3oth March. 1Vewa.k, 
New Guinea, captnred in eombined amphibious lamUng and ]aiHl atlsault, 
1 rth l\fay. Austra.li<1ns landed on Bonis Peninsula, northern Bougainville, 
8th June. Yamil, ju 'l'orrieelli Mountains, New Guine<t, occupierl, r 1 th June. 
Borneo Campaign. AutJtralitLnR l<tnded at Ta.mkan Island, north-eMJt Borneo, 
rst May. Tarakan and oilficlcls and airst.rip cR.-pt.ured 6th-11th 1\Ta.y. Land
ing at Brunei Bay, north-west Borneo, roth June. Brunei town eapt.nrcd, 
13th ,Tunc. Landing at Lutong, Sa.rawak, north Borneo, 2oth June. Oil
fields ab' Brunei nnd Sarawa.k b<tken, :.<2nd-2J,rd June. Landing nt. Balik
papan, south-cast Borneo, rst .Tnly. 


