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though perhaps it might have meant some
serious personal inconvenience fo him.

To the Leader of the Opposition, not
only the occupant of the office at the
moment, but fo his predecessor, I say this:
There has always been mutual conlidenece
and consideration between us with regard
to each other’s viewpoint, and also, as I
have said, in regard to coming together for
the purpose of getting the business done
properly. If there was anything of any
consequence that might be doing 1 never
failed to take the Leader of the Opposi-
tion into my confidence so that he weuld
know how to arrange his business, and the
business of his Party in such a way that it
would be satisfactory to him.

To the Leader of the l.iberal Party I
extend the same thanks. I think the mem-
ber for West Perth once said to me that
John Willeock was a very hard man to
quarrel with. I think I can reciprocate
those remarks in regard to the hon. mem-
ber hecause it is not very easy to quarrel
with him. He has strong and deecided
views which he puts forward with the ut-
most clarity. DBot he never lets pohtical
differences interfere with personal associ-
ations and that is, I think, as it should he
because we are all here to give expression
to onr politieal views and our prineiples:
but we are here for another purpose which
is, perhaps, higger, and that is the advance-
ment of YWestern Australia.  While we
take the viewpeint, whether we are in op-
position or on the Gevernmeni side of the
House, that it is the welfare of the State
which stands pre-eminent in our thoughts
and actions we will at least continue to
hold the respect and esteem of the people
of Western Australia,

Before I conclude I would like to con-
gratulate my suceessor on his assumption
of office. We have all had experience of
him, We know that he is capable and has
the energy, enthusiasm and all other attri-
butes which #o to make a suceessful leader.
I think he has made such a reputation for
himself in this House that if fhere is to
be a change the new Premier will be ae-
ceptable to the people of the State hecause
of the experience he has had and the
energy with which he has carried out his
duties. To my friend on my left who 1s
undertaking the duties of Deputy-lLeader
of the party, I ext>nd my congra-
tulations on his advancement. The

job of deputy is not a very easy omz. I
had it myself for some years and it seemed
that sometimes the bard work came to the
deputy and the glory to the holder of the
office. However, I know, so far as I am
concerned, that my friend has leen fair
and loyal in his outlook and that whatever
he ean do to make easier and letter the
task of the Leader gf the House ne will do
with that vigour which characterses all his
actions.

To the new Minister who will assume of-
fice in a day or two I also extead my con-
gratnlations. He has been in the House
for many years—about 24—amd is well
known to us all. He has all the attributes
that we admire and he has that great
energy that will enable him snecessfully to
carry on the administration of whichever
department he is entrusted with. To the
officers of the House, to the *'‘Hansard'’
staff and all those who go to make up the
institution of Parliament itself, I convey
my appreciation, I have no complaint of
any type on leaving office as T leave it to-
day. All have been exceptionally eonsider-
ate and for my part I have endeavoured to
reciproeate the warm feelings that have
heen displayed towards me. 1t makes the
task of leaving a pasition such as the one I
have held ever so much easier when one
has experienced the manifestations of such
eoodwill since the original announcement
was made a few days ago of my intended
resignation. I have nothing more to add,
Mr. Speaker, exeept again to thank you
angdl the olficers of Parliamen{ for their
great eourtesy and consideration during my
tenure of office.

THEE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise—
(inseovne) [4.42]: Naturally it iz with
some pride that 1 aeccept the position and
{he honour that my colleagucs have con-
ferred npon me. I ean assurve you, Mr.
Speaker. and the House, that at the
moetnent T feel a very humble person, more
partiealarly when followine, as T do, a man
of such wisdom as onr ex-Leader. T realise
the responsibilities of office and the great-
ne<s of the task that has heen entrusted to
me hy my colleagues, but I feel assured that,
no matter what is the term for whieh it
may be my privileze to hold this office, it
will be a remarkable recompense if, when
T vacate it. I do so with manifestations of
the same vespect and with the same reac-
tion from my colleagnes and opponents
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alike, as our friend the ex-Premier does
today. Ile¢ has made for himself a name
in the pational sphere and I have been pri-
vileged to attend with him more than one
Premiers’ Conference and Loan Couneil
cathering. I know that his solidity and
his wisdom have marked him 2as someone
to be reckoned with at the round-table con-
ferences of representatives of the several
States.

I understand that a record has been
ereated by our colleague for period of ser-
vice in the State as a DMinister of the
(‘'rewn, and he has in that time certainly
estabiished a record for statesmanship. I
wrt sure that all members will agree with
12¢ that Mr. Willeock has not only earned
the goodwill of all, irrespective of which side
of the House they may sit on, and that
when lhe leaves the Treasury Bench there
will be left a very noticeable gap that will
be apparent to all. For my part I hope
that I will be able worthily ito follow in the
footsteps of the two previons Premiers of
this State, with respéet to their work and
their control of the business of the House.
In that task they have gained very many
friends and, having regard to that aspect,
they have left us wilth a record that I
hope can he continned and that the good-
will and friendly feelings existing bhetween
the several pelitical parties, which charae-
terised the proceedings of this House in
the attitude of members generally and
their behaviour compared with other State
Parhiaments, will remain with us.

It will be possible, T hope, for me to
continue to enjoy the relations, between
members, that our predecessors have given
ns the inspiration to achieve. 1 appreci-
ate the action of my colleagues. They have
entrusted me with a very great position of
responsibility and trust, and I appreciate
the faet that T enjoy their confidence. I
hope, Mr. Speaker, that as time goes by,
they will have no doubt whatever that their
trust has in no way been hetrayed.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [4.40]: It is
with genuine regret that I and my colleagues
view the hon. membher for Geraldton
vacating the Premier’s seat on the Treasury
Bench. We all agree, hoth personally and
politieallv that he has heen a very good
Leader of this House. He has been fair and
impartial, preserving the dignity and de-
corum of the House. He has always helped

to maintain the high standard which bas
been sct and which I hope will always be
maintained in this, the Parliament of YWest-
ern Australia. We would be false to our
beliefs if we did not admit that it is with
regret that we see the member for Geraldton
leave his seat as Premier of this State. Cir-
cumstances have compelled him to retire
from his high office and I can only express
the hope that the result of his retirement
will be that he will be long spared to give
us his company and occasionally adviee and
assistance in the future, with his health
fully restored. While we have not always
been in agrecment with bim, he has rendered
great service to the State and we trust that
he will soon be fully restored to health.

To the new Premier 1 have already con-
veyed my warmest congratulations. I now
make them prblicly. I eannot with sincerity
wish him a very long term of office, so I
shall not do so; but I will express the wish
that so long as it is his fortune to hold office,
he will find satisfaction in the work he does
in his achievements on behalf of the
State of Weslern Australia. I think
that that will be a reward much finer than
4 long term of office. [ trust that he will
direct his efforts to that end and that he will
attain the end that was sought so much by
his predecessor in office. I and thoge as-
sociated with me will do our best to main-
tain the cordial relationships that have
existed in the past, and I thiok we shall not
have much diffculfy in maintaining them on
that reasonable basis.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [4.49]:
My colleagues and I share the general re-
gret that has becn expressed with regard to
the retivement of the ex-Premier from office,
and that that step has been oceasioned he-
cause of the state of his health. He has
indeed led this House with dignity and has
largely contributed to the standing which I
think this deliberative Assembly holds in the
minds of all thoughtfnl people in our State.
The retiving Premier has always extended
courtesy to all members of the House and
has also given consideration to the represen-
tations that have come from members sitting
in Opposition, with the result that I think
it can be said that the Assembly of Western
Australia has functioned as a truly represen-
tative gathering on bechalf of the people in
fashioning the legislation and the measures



