WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

FIRST SESSION OF

THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT .

Pursuant to ReSolulion passed in the Legislutive Assembly on the 29th Sep-
tember, 1943, and under the provisions of the Legislatire Assembly and General
Election Posiponement Act, 1942, His Excellency the Lieulenant-Governor issued
his warrant for a general clection of the Legislulive Assembly, this being held on

the 20th November, 1913.

The Eighteenth Parliament wus convened for the despatch of business on the
2ith July, 1944, and the First Session was commenced on that day.
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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
The Legislative Council met at noon.
The PRESIDENT took the Chair.

PROCLAMATION.

The Clerk of Parvliaments (Mr. L, L.
Leake) read the proclamation of Tlis Exeel-
leney the Lient-Governor summoning the first
sexsion of the Eighteenth Parliament.

COMMISSIONER.
i~  Excellenex’s  Commisgioner  (His
Honor My, Juostice Dwyer) having entered
the Chamber at noon, a message was genf
to the Legislative Assembly requesting the
presence of members in the Council Chamber.
Members of the Legislative Assembly

having arrived accordingly, the Commissioner

requested the Clerk to read His Kxeelleney's
(‘ommission to do all things necessary in
the name and on the part of His Majesty
the King or in the name and on the part of
Ilis Execellency for the opening and hold-
ing of the Avrst session of the Eighteenth Par-
linment.

The Commission was read.

Tae Commissioner read
statement :—

Alr. President, Hon. Mcmbers of the Legis-
lative Council and Members of the Legislative
Adysembly—

[ have it in command from His Execel-
leney the Licut.-Governor to inform you that,
at 4 o'clock this afternovn, Ilis Excellency
will declare te yom the vauses of his ealling
together of this Parliament; and it being
neecssary that a Speaker of the Legislative
Asgembly should first be chosen, it iz His
Fxcolleney's pleasure that you, members of
the Legislative Assembly, repair to the place
where yon are to sit, and having been duly
swoin by me in aceordance with the terms
of the Commission granted me by His Exeel-
leney, yon do eleet your Speaker and notify
the same to His Excellency,

The Commissioner and members of the
Legislative Assembly retired from the Cham-
bers.

the following

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

The members of the Legislative Assemblyv
having retired, the Clerk of Parliaments an-
nounced the return of writs for the election
of rembers, showing that the following had
beer. duly elected :—1Ion, J. M. Drew (Cen-
tral), Hon. G. B. Wood (KEast), Hon. L. B.
Bolton {Metropolitan), Hon. F. E. Gibson
(Metropolitan-Subnrban), Ion. G. 1V,
Miles (North), Hon. E. M. Heenan (North-
FEast), Hon, J, Cornell (Sonth), Hon. A.
Thomson (South-Egst), Hon. L. Craig
{South-West), Hon. W. H. Kitson (West).
These members took and subscribed the oath
and signed the roll.

Nitting suspended from 12.20 te 258 p.m.
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LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S OPENING
SPEECH.

His Excellency the Licut.-Governor entered
the Council Chamber at 3 p.m, and, the
menbers of the Legislative Assembly having
also attended in the Chamber, obediently
to summons, His Excellency was pleased to
deliver the following Speech :—

Mr. President and Honourable Members of
the Legislative Council—

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legislative
Agsembly—

Sinee last Session, Parliament and the
State have suffered hy the loss of Mr.
R. 8. Sampson, Member of the Legislative
Assembly for Swan, who rendered many
years of faithful service to the people of
Western Australia. 1t is with great regret
also that T record the passing of the Honour-
able Y. C. Angwin, who served the State
with distinetion in 2 number of important

positions.
The suecessful invasion of Western
Europe, combined with the magnificent

vietories of the Allied Nations on other
fronts, has added to our confidence in certain
victory.

The removal of the imminent threat of
encmy attack has made possible the relaxa-
tion of some of the Civil Defence restric-
tions. Nevertheless the organisation and
training are being maintained to meet an
emergency shonld the necessity arise.

Eulistments of both men and women from
Western Australia vemain the highest per
capita of any State in Australia, Contri-
butions to war savings certificates and war
savings bonds continue to be above tho
Anstralian average. Subscriptions by the
people fo patriotic funds have been main-
tnined and approximately £1,250,000 have
naw been collected for this purpese.

Ministers have maintained the elosest co-
operation with the Commonweslth Govern-
ment in matters associated with the war
and post-war planning. State Departmenta
are still carrying out much important war
work and, in collaboration with Common-
wealth Departments, ave making considerable
progress in the preparations for reverting to
a peacetime economy.

M. Speaker and Members of the Legislative
Assembly—

¥or the fourth year in succession the

State has experienced a surplus, the revenue
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for 1943-44 exeeeding the expenditure by
£38,021. It has again been possible to make
a limited provision for arrears of mainten-
ance which will have to be made good when
war condifions permit.

Loan expenditure is still restricted to
works which either have a defence value or
are of an essentinl character. QOur Publie
Debt has been further reduced, borrowings
for the ycar heing less than contributions
to the Sinking Fund.

Mr, President and Honourable Members of
the Legislative Council—

Myr. Speaker and Members of the Legislative
Assembly—

Despite the many difliculties inseparable
from wartime conditions, intensified cfforts
to improve and inerease the scope of
Secondary Industries in Western Australia
have been rewarded by a gratifying expan-
sion.

A nofable example is the production of
potash from alunite, which has already made
a valuable contribution to the State’s fer-
tiliser requirements. Substantial progress
has been made with the construetion of the
large State pilot plant to produce alumina
from the residnes.

Complete details of the availability of
necessary ufilities such as cleetrie power,
fuel, process water, rail and harbour facili-
ties, are being compiled to aid the regional
planning of selected areas.

As part of a plan for the post-war de-
velopment of basie industries, a large State
wood distillation and charcoal iron pilot
plant is now being erected. The Common-
wealth Government has made a grant of
£30,000 to the State to assist in the develop-
ment of this industry. The grant will ensure
its suecessful operation and should there-
fore hasten the day when the iron and steel
and associated industries are solidly estab-
lished in Western Australia. The latest
grant of £30,000 is additional to a Common-
wealth grant of the same amount made to
the State some time ago for the establish-
ment of clectric steel furnaces.

CGrold mines which have ceased production
hecanse of manpower shortage and other
war causes are heing maintained to permit
of early rc-opening once the existing diffi-
¢ulties are removed. Approximately 4,500
men are still employed in the industry and
for the year 1943 nearly 550,000 ounces
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of gold were produced, valued at over
£5,700,000.

The State is supplying important strategic
minerals essential for war purposes, includ-
ing tantalite, beryl, mica, antimony, arsenie,
ashestos, and red ochre. A mine fo produce
pyrites has heen bronght into production
with State Government assistance, and phos-
phatie rock is heing obtained from a deposiy
within the State. The continuance of pro-
duction of these minerals after the war will
materially assist in the development of the
State, particularly of the North-West,

The production of coal at Collie is being
ronsiderably increased by the operation of
the Stockton open-ent and the Wyvern Col-
ltery, which were hoth sponsored by the
(GGovernment.

The opening of the present season was not
promising, but the opportune rains which
have fallen generally throughout the agricul-
tural districts of the State, although very
belated, have somewhat relieved anxiety.
The result of the season will depend to n
greater extent than usual on good finishing
rains and heavy intermediate falls to re-
plenish water supplies. Seasenal civeum-
stances in many of our pastoral arcas are
fay from satisfactory.

Manpower shortages have caused acute
difficulties in most of our rural industries.
Much has been achieved in reaching prodne-
tion goals in spite of many war-cansed dis-
abilities, and Distriet War Agrieultural
Committees have assisted in both State and
Commonwealth spheres to make production
and manpower problems easier of solution.
The State Government is taking every op-
portunity to protect the wheat industry from
any further shrinkage and to plan for its
re-establishment in its proper place in our
~economic life. Steps are being taken to
ensure permanency in our rural eeonomy of
such new industries as flax. Initial experi-
ments in the Kimberley distriet with fodders
under irrigation have given promising re-
sults, and other examinations which will bhe
links with suceessfnl settlement are at pre-
sent under investigation.

In spite of heavy demands and the dis-
ahilities caused by shortages of materials
and Inbour, the stock population of the State
has not diminished.

An extensive examination has been made
of unalienated areas in the South-West por-
tion of the State likely to be suitable for
land settlement. The provision of further

farms from Crown lands is being preceded
by exhaustive cxaminations and soil sur-
veys and investigations into the ceonomie
possibilities of drainage exiensions.

The plans for the re-valuation of Condi-
tional 1"urchase holdings in our outer areas
are nearing completion.

TNundreds of natives wha were previously
unemployed are now cengaged in profitable
oecupations, principally in  pastora] and
farming pursuits.

The vesourees of the Railway Depariment
have been fuly t:xed to eope with the heavy
demands of defence and civilian traffie. The
constzuction of additional locomotives, car-
riages and goods wagons is proceeding. Five
Standard Garratt locomotives have been
placel in serviee, and an additional five are
being constructed.  Tenders for six Diesel
traing to cost approximately £150,000 have
heen reeeived and arve now under considera-
lion. Provision is heing made for expen-
diture an deferred maintenanee and im-
proved services, which will be undertaken as
soon as eonditions permit. Progress is being
made with the construction of a deviation
ta climinate the working of trains through
the tunnel at Swan View.

Information is heing prepared by the
Railway Department in counection with the
invesiigation by the Commonwealth into the
standardisation of railway gauges in Aus-
tralia.

Tenders are being called for the plant for
the new Power Station to be erected at South
Fremantle.

The Publiec Works, Water Supply, and
Main Roads Departments have been substan-
tially engaged in earrying out defence works.
It is anticipated that these will gradually
reduce in volume. It will then be possible
to undertake some of the arrvears of main-
tenanee works.

The State Shiphuilding Yards have sue-
cessfully launehed five vessels built of local
hardwoods, and war work of considerable
magnitude, including shipping repairs, has
heen suecessfully earried out at the State
Engineering Works.

Tt is anticipated that the report in con-
nection with the inquiry into the proposed
development of an eleetricity supply scheme
for the Sonth-West will be submitted later in
the year. .

The Bovap Brook reservoir which has been
completed, will materially assist in the pro-
cessing of loeallv grown flax.
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Surveys and investigations are in progress
in connection with post-war public works,
particularly a scheme for the reticulation of
water to serve 12 million acres of the State’s
agricultural areas.

As a first step towards meeting the acute
housing shortage, a programme of 75 houses
has heen approved for Western Australia.
(‘onstruction has alrcady commenced on 10
houses at Boyup Brook and 15 at Collie,
while tenders have heen called for 50 to he
crected in the metropolitan area. The second
allocation to this State will he 90 houses, and
it is intended to build 50 in the metropolitan
area and 40 at various country centres.

In addition to relieving the immediate
shortage, thhs programme, which it is hoped
to expand trom time to time, will establish
the nucleus of the orgauisation necessary o
undertake the huge task of meeting post-
war housing requirements. (ireat difficulties
are being experienced in securing the neces-
sary manpower. A conference of Common-
wealth and  State Ministers will be held
shortly to consider financial and other details
of the scheme, and in the meantime arrange-
wents for the necessary funds are being made
by the Commonwealth Government.

Action s being taken to obtain land for
the post-war housing programme, and legis-
Intion will be introdueed conferring the
power to excenfe compulsory Jand resump-
tions where neecssary for this purpose and
for slum clearance.

Far-reaching developments are in progress
in connection with the health of the com-
munity, and reeent conferences hetween
Comnionwealth and State authorities have
heen most encouraging. A review of hospital
activitics and organisation within Western
Australia, particularly in the light of post-
war requirements, is being made by a depart-
mental  committee. War conditions have
greatly vestrieted the extension of hospital
facilities, hut work on the Perth Hospital is
in progress. Amendments are contemplated
to the ITealth Act and the Nurses Registra-
tion Aet. and it is proposed to introduce a
Bill dealing with the Physical Fitness Com-
mittee, _

Plans whieh are now being formulated to
give cffect to the amendment to the Educa-
tion Act passed last year, include the selee-
tion of sitex for new schools and the enlarge-
ment of existing areas to mect the demands
of the post-war period. A measurc will be
introdueed to inerease the annual grant te

the University to £40,000, and to make other
amendments to the University Act.

The technical educational facilities of the
State have been used by the Commonwealth
to train 7,300 men and women of the Armed
Services. Preparations are heing made to
meet adequately the demands of pre-voea-
tional and vacational training of discharged
voldiers, and the vocational guidance of
children leaving school is being further de-
veloped to jnclude students in larger country
ventres.

Consideration is being given to the estab-
lishment of facilities for dealing with
sub-normal and delinquent boys and girls.
Measures will be introduced to improve the
Adoption of Children Act and the Guardian-
ship of Intants Act.

The (fovernment has approved of the prin-
ciple of establishing free country lending
libraries with limited Government financial
assistance. An honorary committee is being
appointed to recommend a scheme snitable to
Western Australian conditions.

The demand for timber continues to exceed
production eapacity, which is limited by man-
power and machinery problems. A substan-
tinl post-war programme is in preparation to
make up the leeway nof forest development
and regeneration.

The guantity of firewood supplied through
the Forests Department during the past six
months wag 83 per cent. greater than for the
corresponding peviod last vear. For the
twrlve months ended June 30th, 1944, ap-
proximately 60,000 tons have heen supplied
to woodyards, State Schools, Hospitals and
other institutions.

The fisheries research programme initiated
it 1941 has been steadily pursued, and valu-
able information relative to many phases of
the fishing industry has been obtained.

The Publie Trust Office in its second yeur
considerably inereased its business and has
rendered valuahle serviee in bandling de-
ecased soldiers’ cstates.

A measure will he introduced to ereate a
Promotions Appeal Board for Governmen®
employees.

A Bill will be placed before you to liber-
alise the franchise for the Legislative
Couneil.

Other measures dealing with industrial,
agricultural and social matters will also be
placed hefore yvou for consideration.



[27 Juwy, 194 5

I now declare this Session of Parliament
open and trnst that Providence may bless
your labours.

His Exeelleney then withdrew from the
Chambher.

The President took the Chair

BILL—GUARDIANSHIP OF INFANTS.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY: In order
to assert and maintain the nndoubted rights
and privileges of this House to initiate legis-
lation, I move, without notice, for leave to
introduce a Bill entitled “An Aet to eon-
solidate and amend the Law relating to the
Guardianship and Custody of Infants.”

Leave given: Bill intredueed and read a
first time.

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S SPEECH,
DISTRIBUTION,

THE PRESIDENT: ¥For the sake of
greater accuracy, I have obtained from His
Exeellency the Lieut.-Governor copies of the
Specch he has been pleased to deliver to
Parliament. These will be distributed among
hon. members.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
First Day.
HON. G. FRASER (West) [323]: T

move—

That the following Address be presented to
His Excellency the Lieut,-Governor in reply
to the Speech he has heen pleased to deliver:—
““May it please Your Excellency: We, the
members of the Legislative Couneil of the State
of Western Australia, in Parliament assembled,
hog to express our loyalty to our Most Graci-
ous Sovereign and to thank Your Excellency
for the Speech you have been pleased to deliver
to Parliament,’’

I have moved a simiiar motion on so many
oceasions that T am beginning to wonder
whether I am moving it again—or yet! I am
deeply grateful for the honour accorded me.

Hon. J. Cornell: It may have been Hob-
son's choice!

Hon. . FRASER: Things have not
reached that stage yet. We meet this year
in a much happier frame of mind than that
in which we have assembled in the previous
two or three years. We can congratulate
ourselves on the position that we, together
with the Allied Nations, hold today. As re-
vently as this time last year our country was
in very grave danger hut, owing to the won-
derful manner in whieh the Allies have car-

vied out their task during the past twelve
months, we can today feel that we are safe
from any possibility of aggression. The feat
accomiplished by the Allies recently is one of
which the people of Australia are immenscly
proud. Tt must easily have been the greatest
military feat in bistory. I refer to the land-
ing on the Freneh coast, and not only the
landing but also the suecessful retention of
the bridgehead cstablished at that time,
Progress since then may not have been as
rapic. as many would have liked, but never-
theless we ean be satisfied that the bridge-
head was suceesstully established, and we
feel confident there will he no vetrosres-
sion.

I do not attempt to set myself up as =a
prophet as to when the war will end, hut,
that hridgehead having been established, it
is not foo mueh to hope, perhaps, that our
next nssemblage will be the first after the
declaration of peace. I eompliment all see-
tiong of the people in Australia on the ex-
¢ellent manner in which they have conducted
themselves during the vears of war through
which we have passed. Particularly would
T express gratitnde to the large band of
volantary workers who, in many ways, have
helped Australia’s war effort. Many of them
have done their ordinary day’s work and
then tackled another job in the interests of
the nation. To those people we must take
off our hats. Many of our services have harl
difficulty in carrving on, and T wonld pay
a particular compliment to the various frans-
port organisations, partienlarly in this State,
I am taking into consideration bhoth Govern-
ment and privately owned fransport svstems
when T say that if we appreciate the enor.
mous responsibilities throst wpon those in
control of them, the shortage of manpower
and. what is even of greater significance,
the shortage of parts required for the rena-
vation of the vehicles concerned, we must
indeed take our hats off to those concerned
for the excellent manner in which they main-
tained the several serviees in running.

Having dealt with aspeets of the war to
that extent, T suzgest that we must now look
forward. One of the greatest weaknesses of
Australin—prohably it is realised today as
never before in our history—is that the coun-
try has found itself with insufficient people
successfully to defend its shores. I was sur-
prised to note from the reading of His
Execelleney’s Speeeh that the theme that is
so popular with the Lient.-Governor—I yefor



