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of which we inport something like three- | chasing the Midland Railway when the:

guarters of a millon’s worth per annum.
I am satisfied, from what T know of the
country between Perth and Geraldton,
that there is but a comparatively small
area suitable for intemse cultivation and
for dairy farming. [MzmBER: I thought
you said it was suitable.] No. IsaidI
had been unable te go over the country ;
and T will not have thrust down my
throat words that I did not utter. I was
unable to go through that country during
the recess. The hon. member will pre-
sently have a chanmce of speaking. As
regards conveniences, we already enjoy
all the convepiences which that railway
affords; and I consider it very unwise to
cripple our borrowing powers by pur-
chasing the line, seeing that its purchase
will not afford us any convenience addi-
tional to that already possessed by the
settlers along the line and the people of
Geraldton.
now have a Minister for Agriculture
{(Hon. J. M. Drew); and if, instead of
spending this million and a-half on the
railway, we were to spend half a million
in establishing the dairying industry in
this State, we should do a lasting good,
and should open up avenues for the
employment of an immense smount of
labour. And I say, moreover, that some-
thing must be done to keep on the land
- the present settlers along the Great
Southern Railway. It may be news to
hon. members that, owing to the ex-
tremely wet season in the Kojonup
district, it has this year been found
almost impracticable to place any large
area under crop.  There 15 a country ad-
mirably suited for dairy farming; and
from Kojonup to the coast and along the
coast from Albany to Bridgetown are
large areas which should be brought
into cultivation at the earliest pos-
sible moment, yielding as they would
enormous supplies of dairy produce,
for the want of which this country
is at a great disadvantage; and yielding,

|

I am pleased to see that we

as they would, buge quantities of timber,

for which a ready market could be |

secured, In purchasing the Midland

Railway, if it is to be purchased, T have

no belief in options. I always consider
that if one buys land or other property,

and first gets an option of purchase, one :

must pay a very high price for the

' speak very briefly this afternoon.

proper time arrives ; but with the bumper
seasons we have been enjoying and with
the prospects abead, I thiuk this is not
the proper time to buy that line. If the
railway is to be bought, there are more
ways ithan one of buying it. It is well
known that in a company of which the
capital is divided into a large number of
ghares, the share.dealer and the share-
holder are the people to be considered.
And in considering those gentlemen I
say that we should buy as cheaply as
possible. To buy direct from the com-
pany is to play right into the hands of
the share dealers, who know how to
mpanipulate the shares on the TLondon
warket. If one and a-half millions is to
be paid for the Midland Railway, I have
no doubt that the purchase will some
day be justified; but to-day I cannot
approve of the transaction, because in
my opinion it is not to be compared with
the other projects ahead of us to which
we can put our hands; projects which
would give an immediate return, and
which would employ considerable labour,
Not one day’s work for any working man
will this immense contemplated expendi-
ture of one and a-half millions provide;
and as an advocate for the workers of the
State, T say it is our bounden duty to
employ cur capifal so that it will absorb
the labour of the country and induce
nnmigration. If an immigration policy
is to be pursued by the present Govern-
ment — and we have heard some talk
about it for nine months—if such a policy
iz put before Parliament and it does mnot
involve expenditure on labour 50 as to take
surplus labour off the market, then I say
we shall bhave some trouble with our
immigrants. If we spend 1} millions
and send it direct to the London stock-
brokers, then I say we are not doing a
wise thing for the State; and although I
do not condemn the purchase of the
Midland Railway at the price, I say
emphatically that this is not the time to
buy it, and that we should wait for a
more favourable opportunity.

Hor. W. PATRICK (Central) : I have
not hitherto trespassed to any extent on
the time of the Houee, and I intend to
In the
Governor's Speech we are told that—

The development in the mining, agricultural,

property. I have no objeclion to pur- | and pastoral industries has been of a sub-
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. stantial and gratifying natare, and there is
every indication of similar satisfactory
progress in the future.

As regards the pastoral, agricultural, and
borticultural industries, no doubt very
great progress bas been and is being
made; but { do not at all agree with the
statement that satisfactory progress was
made during last year in the mining
industry, because I presume most
members will agree that the mining
industry in Western Australia is practi-
cally the gold-mining industry. It seems
to me that our gold-mining industry
reached its highcst level in 1903, [Hon.
T. P. 0. BriMage: Let us hope not.]
‘Well, I am judging by the experience of
the last 18 months. The year 1904
showed a considerable falling off as
compared with 1903; and so far, 1905
shows no sign whatever of recovery. I
believe the actual figures of the present
year till the end of June show that the
gold production of this State was slightly
less than for the same period in 1904. I
do not consider thias at all a satisfactory
condition of our gold-mining industry.
It is well known to everyone that
‘Western Australia containe probably the
greatest gold-mining area in any part of
the globe ; and the opinion of men who are
capable of judging is that we are as vet
simply on the threshold of its develop-
ment. [ therefore contend that there
must be some reason why this industry is
now stagnant. I domnot pretend to know

[COUNCIL.]
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much larger than some of the Miniatry,
while on tour through the State, told
us it would be. 1 think the Colonial
Becretary (Hon. J. M. Drew) stated at
Moonyoonooka that the amount returned
by the Commonwealth this year would be
about £200,000 less than it was last
year.

Tag CoroNiaL SgcrETary: No; I re-
ferred to three years' figures.

Hon. W. PATRICK : Well, T under-

. stand that the present Guvernment have
! & right 10 deul with our finances only for

the pericd in which they have been
governing thie State. Theactual estimate
of the revenue they expected fo receive

¢ from the Commonwealth for the financial

year ending the 30th June last was
£1,086,000. The actual amount they
did receive, according to the state-
ment of the Federal Treasurer, wus
just £10,000 less than this —a very small
difference indeed. And as a matter of
fact, thongh we have not the figures till
the 30th June, yet till the end of May, as
was pointed out by Mr. McKenzie at our
last sitting, the State revenue and the
Commonwealth revenue combined were

+ slightly in excess of the revenue for the

corresponding period of 1904. So I con-
sider the revenue receipts very satisfactory

. indeed. Seeing that in atime of supposed

the reagson; but 1 think 1t s the duty of

the Government o try to discover why
there has not been a greater expansion.
So T do not at all agree with the state-

ment, in the Speech that the progress of |

this industry is satisfactory. The main
point tome in the Speech of the Governor
18 the statement that—

The finances of the State will require your
close attention. The revenue received,
although substantial in amount, has not been
suflicient during the year just ended to meet
all the demanda made upon it.

The result will be a deficit. Up to the
present, although we have, I believe, the
exact figures for our portion of the
Commonwealth revenue from customs
and excise, we have no statement of the
gross income and expenditure for the
State up to the 30th June. We kaow
that the proportion of the revenue col-

_ that.

lected by the Commonwealth is certainly

depression, when our mining industry is
not expanding, and considering that such
industries as the agricultural really pro-
duce no revenus, I think it is very satis-
fuctory that our revenue should be so
large. Whereaslast yearitwas£3,630,000,
it is gratifying to know that the amount
is probably about the same this year. I
supposa there is no other place in the globe
—1 gay this without reservation--where
250,000 people can raise such a revenue as
In referring to the finances, I
should like to draw members’ attention
to what the Premier said last year when
introducing the annual Estimates. On
page 1215 of Hansard, after quotinyg the
revenue per head in the Australasian
States, he said:—

It will be seen from these figures that the
actual annual revenue per head in Western
Anustralia amounts to close upon one-fourth of
the gross indebtedness per head of the State,
whilst of the other Stater quoted there is not
one in which the proportion of revenma per
head to debt is more than vne-seventh.

Under these circumstaneces, it secms to
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me that instead of talking about in-

cresging tazation there would be more

gense in talking of decreasing taxation.

Again, on page 1220 of Hansard, refer-

ring to the small deficit of about £50,000,

the Premier said:—

My feelings on the subject are considersbly
modified by the conviction that this deficit on
paper need never become a reality.

In reference to the suggestion that uddi-
tional taxation might have been proposed,

" line.

he said farther, as reported on the same .

page :—

The people of the State are entitled to de-
mand that before farther demands are made
upon their pockets, it shall be indisputably
demonstrated that the best possible use is
made of the revenue already collected.

Assuming that taxation is required, al-
though I do not think it is required, the
Treasurer proposes what he calls a small
measure of taxation; a tax on the uoim-
proved value of land, and an income tax.
It appears that the West Australian
Government in London and the West
Australian Government in Western Aus-
tralin speak in different voices. In a
very able pamphlet issued by the Agent
Gteneral, I presume under instructions
from the Government, at least with the
approval of the Government, as an in-
ducement for settlement in Western Aus-
tralia, on page 16 it is stated, inler alia,
that Western Australia has no income
tax and no land tax; and on page 18, in
giving a summary of the advantages to
people emigrating from the old country
or anywhere else to Western Australia,
the statement is made, and it is put in
capital letters so that there can be no
misteke whatever made about it, that
there is a steadily increasing revenue, and
there is no income tax and no land tax.

Hon. M. L. Moss : They will have to
publish a second edition of that.

Hon. W. PATRICK : I do not know.
My colleague (Mr. Thomson) asks, was
it not true at the time ? It is practically
true at the present moment, and I think
in all probability it will be true 12 months
hence. Here ig a document issued by the
Agent General of the Government of
Western Australia, that is thrown hroad-
cast over Great Britain, and rightly so
because it is a splendid little book ; butig
it not stultifying the Government—it has
not been withdrawn—to issne u pamphlet

|
i
]
|
|
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propose tazation which they say is
specially exempt in Western Australia,
In reference to the purchase of the Mid-
land Railway, I am not altogether at one
with Mr. Maley. I do not know the con-
ditior of the land along the GreatSouthern
Mr. Maley no doubt knows a great
deal more about the land there than I do;
still I think he has taken too pessimistic
a view of the settlers along that line. T
do not for one moment think that if the
Midland Railway lands were thrown
open next week, there is any danger of
drawing settlers from along the Great
Southern line to take up land along the
Midland line. I say without hesitation,
it is a calamity for Western Australia
that there are several willion acres of
the best land of the State lying idle
because the land is now in the hands of
a4 company.

How. W. Mavrey: The Government
bave millions of acres of idle land and
they are doing notbing with it.

Hor. W, PATRICK: The Govern-
ment, according to the statement of their
officers which I do not think can be very
well disputed, say that all the uvailable
land within a cerfain distance of the
railways has already been taken up.

Hon. M. L. Moss: It is a poor look-
out for the State if that is true.

Hox. . BerningHaM: Let us build
more railways then.

Hon. W.PATRICK : There is a great
deal of valuable land alongside the Mid-
land Railway line.

Hon. W. Mavey: The best of it bas
been sold.

Hon. W. PATRICK: Many people
cannot buy, and they do mnot feel very
comfortable. In referemce tothig matter,
I do not think any member should make
up his mind either for the purchase or
against il until he has had the full infor-
mation placed before him; that is my
attitude towards it. Assuming the rail-
way and the land are worth the money
proposed to be paid, 1 shall vote for the
purchase of the railway.

How. W, MALEY: Suppose you can do
better with the money ?

How., W. PATRICK : If it is worth
the money i1t should not increase the
taxation of the State one sixpence. There
are a great many proposals in the Speech,
and some of them require more money

of this kind, and at the same time to | than I think the State can afford at the
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present time; but there are one or ftwo
questions of great importance, and one
of them is contained in the paragraph
which says:—

To ascertain the wishes of the people in re-
gard to the retention, or otherwise, of the
bi-cameral system of Legislature, my Ministers
will introduce a Bill providing for the reference
of this question to the electors, with an alter-
native question upon the franchise of the
Second Chamber if retained.

This referendum business I do not at all
approve of. There is onlE ore country
of any importance where the referendum
is resorted to, and that is the republic
of Switzerland, and in that country it is
not used as un expedient on the part of
the Government to get rid of their ve-
spousibility, but is part of the consti-
tation. It is a most extraordinary
constitution, and I venture to think if
the members of the Government o
Western Australia and their supporters
were to study the constitution of the
republic of Switzerland, they would have
nothing to do with the referendum,
There 18 no parallel at all between Swit-
zerland and Australia. In Switzerland
there are Germans, Italians, and French,
and various other different races with
different languages, different opinions
und ideas, who are bound together more
for the purpose of defending themselves
from the surrounding countries. They
have a most complicated system of gov-
ernment in that country. The executive
does not resign when it loses the con-
fidence of Parliament; and Parliament
does not dissolve when the people reject
its measures through the referendum;
and when Parliament does dissolve, the
olectors as a rule send back to Parliament
the people whose measures they had
previously rejected. In some places
members have been returned for 17 or 18
years. [How. J. A. TeoMsoN: Are the
members paid ?] Yes; they pay their
members very handsomely; £450 a year.
Referring to the bi-cameral system, T
would like to know if anyone can point
out one civilised country in the world
where there is Parliamentary Govern-
ment as we have it, where there is noi the
bi-cameral system. There is not one that
we treab as a civilised country. [How. J.
A.Taomson: Whatabout Canada?] In
Canada there are a number of provinces
that are formed into what is known as the

[COUNCIL.]
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Dominion of Canada. Some provinces
have the bi-oameral system, and some
have a single legislature; but you cannot
compare the Dominion of Canada with
the Commonwealth of Australia. The
Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Australia was copied almost entirely, and
except that it is more liberal in some
rticulars, from the Constitution of the
nited States. Every State in the
United States of America has two Cham-
bers. The difference between Canada
and the Commonwealth of Australia is
that in tbe Cuapadian Dominion the
central Government practically stands in
the same relation to the provincial Gov-
ernment as this House stands to the
Lower House. Every measure passed b
the provincial legislatures of Canada is
liable to be vetoed by the central Gov-
ernment. [How, M. L. Moss: They
have done it repeatedly. Then the
Canadian provinces are not represented as
we are by a Governor who is responsible
to the Crown. They have what are ealled
Lieutenant-Governors who are respon-
sible to the Governor-General, and every
measure passed in the provincial Legisla-
tures is sent to the central Government
in Ottawa. According to ope of the
constitutional lawyers of Canada— Blake
I think—the provinces of the Dominion
of Canada have merely extended muni-
cipal powers; so that we cannot compare
the system of government in Canada
with the system of government in
Australia. Farther, Canadais u warnin
to Australia. There have been severa
cases which I might mention. An in-
stance cropped up a few years ago when
the Dowinion (Government refused to
pass legislation in regard to the schools
that had been passed by the Nova Scolia
Governmneut. Supposing the TUpper
House here were abolished; the same
thing would necessarily follow. We
would abolish our Govorsor, we would
have nodirect representation to the Crown,
and to a still ter extent we would be
under the heel of the Federal Government.
As far as I am concerued, I thipnk
the Federal Government have sufficient
wey already for the destinies of this
tate ; and if there is ome duty which
presses more than another on the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia it isto protect
the full measure of liberty we have at the
present time, and to fight every proposal



Address-in-reply :

for reducing ov curtailing the powers of
Western Australia in relation to the
Commonwealth Government. Referring
next to State hotels, I am opposed to that
principle entirely. I think there is suffi-
cient reason, from the result of the
experiment made at Gwalia, to prevent
any extension in that direction. bhave
never visited Gwalia, but I believe the
State hotel there is a magnificent build-
ing, well conducted, and very comfortable.
The report of the Auditor (Feneral shows
that up to the end of the previous financial
year the effect of carrying on that expe-
riment at Gwalia was that the profit
was barely 6 per cent. on the total
outlay, and that no allowance was
made for imsurance or for deprecia-
tion on buildings and furniture. I think
that from a commercial point of view this
result of the experiment is a sufficient
condemnation to prevent any farther
extension in State hotels ; and I should
be sorry for the old men in this State
who bad to depend for their pensions on
the profits received from State hotels.
If all business men conduet their business
properly and wisely they should make a
profit, and if they fail to make a profit
there must be something wrong in the
management ; so 1 say the result obtained
already shows thut we have mo right
to experiment farther in State hotels.
But :gart from that, T am entirely
opposed to the Government engaging
in the traffic of selling liquor. It
appears to me to be infra dig. on the
part of a Governwent to do it. Im
regard to old age pensions which are
mentioned in the Speech, I am in favour
of the principle, but I see that the
Federal Government have in their pro-
gramme a proposal to introduce a scheme
of old age pensions under Federal
management ; therefore I think it would
be much better that this should be so,
than to have an attempt made by the
State Government to provide here a
gvstem of old age pensions. A State
system of pensions would never be satis-
factory, seeing that so many people are
continally migrating from one State to
another. One matter that is entirely
ignored in the Speech, and one that
appears to me to be the most important
that could be dealt with, is that of a
proper system of immigration. The ques.
tion is not mentioned in the Governor's

{11 Jewy, 1905.]
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Speech, yet we know that towards the
end of last session ome of the subjects
which caused perhaps more stir than any
other, and gave probably more support to
the Government, was a proposal to
initiate a. system of immigration for bring-
ing people to this State. In my opinion,
the Government at that time were saved
by their proposal to initiate an energetic
system of immigration for iucreasinE our
population. An important Royal Com-
mission was appointed to deal with the
question of iramigration, though I think it
was a waste of money. Some progress

! reports ought to have been received by

this time from that Commission, yet no
reference is made to the subject in the
Speech. It does seem to me to have been
a waste of money to appoint a Comuwis-
sion for dealing with such questions as
the ideal milk that should be produced
and the rainfall in different parte of
the State, for I think all such informa-
tion could have been obtained without
the waste of mouney that has taken

lace in the inguiry by this Royal Com-
wssion. There is no doubt that the
question of immigration is the most
important question now in front of the
people of this State, and in the whole of
Australia; for it is absurd to think that
this great continent of three million
square miles is going to be exploited for
all time by a handful of people scatiered
along the seaboard; and it is pre-
posterous to expect that 975,000 square
miles of country is going to be mono-
polished by 250,000 people in Western
Australia, with an increase of only some
ten or fifteen thousand people a year.
Means must be adopted to bring people
to these shores, so that Australia may be
in a position before many years to speak
with the enemies at bher gate. The two
things chiefly wanted in Western Auvs-
tralia are men and money, money and
men.

How. J. W. LANGSFORD (Metro-
politan-Suburban) : I should like to
congratulate this House on the honour it
has doue itself in electing Mr. Briggs to
the position of Acting President; and I
am sure that in this capacity he will be
as impartial as he has been in the office
of Chairman of Committees. He is
always ready to assist new members
with his advice while they are gaining
The pro-
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gramme set forth in His Excellency's
Speech is somewhat daring; and just at
this juncture it is difficult to say how

[COUNCIL.]

much of that programme will be pro-

ceeded with during the coming months,

or whether any of it will be dealt with, .

or whether the whole programme will be
set aside and a comnpletely new pro-

gramme submitted for our comnsideration. .

The ship of State, as has been said, is at
present in dock: Iam not quite certain
dock, but probably the npext few
days will determine that.
gramme consists of wmany railway
proposals. We have the proposed
purchase of the Midland Railway
and lands; we bhave the proposed
construction of a railway from Port
Hedland to Nullagine; we have the pro-
posed extension of the Narrogin and
Jandakot rmilways; and we have the
proposed railway extension from Cool-
gardie to Norseman. These are projects
of the first importance, and there are
many other measures of prime importance
mentioned in the Speech. While the
expenditure is proposed to be maintained,
we are reminded more than once in the

Governor’s Speech that the revenue is |

diminishing; so that at first sight one
can bardly understand how all these
schemes for expenditure are to be financed
in view of the diminishing revenwe. In
regard to the developments which are
taking place in the agricultural portions
of the State, I should like to say how
much T appreciate the hard work which
the leader of this House has put into his
department during the 12 months he has
been in office.  The lectures which have
been arranged by his department for
delivery in this State have been of great
interest to the people; and T am only
gorry that one of these lectures which
wag announced to be given in Perth
under the auspices of the Lands Depart-
ment did not come off. I remember that
3, few months ago Perth was placarded
with the announcement that a lecture
was to be given in the Queen’s Hall by
the lecturer of the department, and the
then Minister for Lands was to take the
chair. The placard stated that there
were millions of acres lying ready for
settlement and for purchase. But on the
day that the lecture was to be given a
farther abnouncement was made that,

Second day.

owing to the illness of the lecturer, it
could not be given; and I regret to say
that the lecture has not been given
since. I had an idea that the Minister
might himeelf have stepped into the
breach and given a lecture on a subject in
regard to which the people were anxious
to hear anything new that could be said,
for the hon. gentleman should bLe well
qualified to let us know more about the

. agricultural resources of this great State.
whether it is a graving dock or a floating

The pro-

‘We have been reminded in the Speech of
the deficiency in the revenue; and it haa
been suggested that we ought to have
known by this date, 11th July, what is
the extent of the deficiency for the past
fivancial year. I do oot know whether
it is customary to hold back the figures
at the close of the yvear, but the returns
for previcus months were made public
within a day or two after the month closed.
It may be that a little latitude is re-
quired to present the result for the whole
year after it has closed ; but T think that
even so, we should by this time have had
information to show were the leakage is
and why the deficiency hag arisen. Tdo
not propose to deal with the whole of the
items in the programme, but there ave
one or two others T must refer to. The

| proposal to have a referendum of the

people is one which needs grave con.
sideration. It seems to mo to look like
an invitation to this Chamber and to the
Assembly Chamber to shift the responsi.
bility of government off Puarliament on to
the people; for if we are to take a
referendum on one question as to the
continuance of two Houses of Parlia-
ment, why not take a referendum on
several other questions which might be
mentioned. Why not, for instance, take
a referendum on the number of members
who shall compose the Legislature, or on
the question of how much salary members
should recetve, or how many Ministers
should form a Government? There are
hundreds of other subjects on which a
referendum might be taken, if we are to
admit the principle of a referendum at all.
It seems to me to be an invitation to get
rid of a responsibility, a responsibility we

! ought to take in these Houses of Parlia-

ment. Qutside these walls there seems
to be a number—1I do not know whether it
isa very big number or not, butoften these
people speak with a loud voice, and we

i may sometimes be misled to think that
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the voice may be taken for a very large | support the motion for the adoption of

number—who are crying out for the
destruction of the Legislative Council;
but there are men of sound judgment
that we meet every day who regard the
Legislative Council as the sheet anchor of
Legislature in Western Australia. Before
we can pass a Bill sending this measure
to the people, it must werit from this
House very grave and earnest considera-
tion. While thinking of that aspect of
the question I notice a phrase is used in
the Speech—

With an elterpative question upon the
franchise of the second Chamber if retained,

I have locked carefully through the
Coustitution Acts of this State, and T
can find no reference to a second Chamber
at all. Now in this Speech I think we
should have a proper term applied to the
Legislative Council. There isa tendency
to speak in other than proper terms in
regard to this Chamber, and I resent it.
In the Governor's Speech I think we
should have a proper term applied to this
Legislative Council. T agree with Mr.
Patrick that it would be better to wait
until the Commission appointed by the
Federal Government, and which is sit-
ting, on the old age pensions has
reported ; but it isa matter which must
commend itself to our judgment that
those who work in the State for a long
term of years, no matter in what capacity,
should have some claim in their declining
years, if il is necessary, on the State for
their maintenance.- I hope that when
this is introduced it will not be looked
upou in any sense as a charity. If we
give this assistance to the old people it
must be given as some kind of reward
for the services which they bave rendered
in some degree or another to the State;
but I cannot overlook the fact that every
gystew of this kind diminishes the old-.
fashioned feeling which used to obtain in
many places, and which I believe obtains
in many families to-day, that the fathers
and mothers should look after the boys
and girls while they are young, and that
if necessary, when the old people are
unable to work, the boys and girls who
have grown up then should look after
and provide for them. Any system of
State compensation must to some ex-
tent lessen that old apd kiudly feeling.
1 have nothing farther to say. T beg to

| the Address-in-Reply.

How. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE (South) : I
regret with other members that our
President, while he was away on his
holidays, has become indisposed, and I
trust his health will be soon restoved. I
likewise wish to congratulate you, Mr.
Acting President, on the position you
have received at the hands of the Coun-
cil. I cannot help thinking that the
Glovernment are somewhat indiscreet in
starting the Speech with plain facts
regarding the finances of the State, and
stating that these will require our close
attention. I think itis unwiseto advertise
the fact that we are spending more than
we are receiving. We do pot do our-
selves any good. If the Government
have been extravagant and have not
wanaged the State properly so as to rum
it within buunds, I do not think it is wise
to advertise it in the Governor's Speech,
ag has been done. I do not intend to
speak to each item in the Governor’s
Speech, but will go straight on to mining,
ag it is to my mind one of the greatest
industries in this State. Ican only say
that I amsurprised nothing has been put
in the Speech with regard to the cheapen-
ing of the water supply on the goldfields,
or the nationalisation of that scheme.
Ever gince the scheme was introduced to
Parliament, and since its administrasion,
I have always felt that the goldfields
have been unduly taxed in having the
scheme practically debited to the Eastern
Goldfields. T think a work of this kind
should be nationalizsed. [Hown. J. W,
Hackerr: Soitis.] Itisnot. We are
tuxed too heavily for that; we are taxed
to the highest possible limit, so high that
we cannot be taxed any higher because
we could not pay it. Had it been a
national matter I feel sure that the
scheme would have done the good service
to the country that it has done, und that
the cheaper rate at which the water could
have been sold to the people on the
Eastern Goldfields would have necessi-
tated the using of a greater supply.
There is one great fear we have to look
at on the goldfields—a number of ‘mines
in the backblocks are only being worked
to water level. This is serious; because
miners out there work out the reefs to
water level and have not the funds to pro-
ceed below that level. I notice that the
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Government are going in for a scheme of |

financing prospectors,and T trust that the
will look seriously into the matter an

assist prospectors to go below water
level. It is all very well to in for
State batteries and for machinery for
treating the ore, but the (overnment
will bave to go a little farther if they
wish to make this State a great mining
country and enable us to maintaio our
output. As 1 say, miners outback are
not wealthy encugh to go below water
level; and those connected with mining
know that the expense only starts when
water level is reached. I congratulate
the Government that they are going in
for financing prospectors. I think it
will be the means of opening up mines

and fixing the industry as one of the |
I £1,500,000. I was one of the members

great industries of the State, which it is.
The wine managers on the fields have
F.lt- in an application to pay lower wages.
f wages are lowered on the fields it
means farther distress ‘there than we
have at present.
wages the men are getting there are only
just sufficient to live on. If wages are

lowered, then railway rates must come |
I trust there |

Ido | were out of repair, and in fact that the

down, and water rates.
will be no trouble in the matter.
not fear any trouble. I think that the
Arbitration Aet will solve the matter. I
must say that the Eastern Goldfields
have

rate-book that the Commissioner has
issued; but I trust be has lowered the
rates considerably on the necessities of
life. If wages are to be lowered, there

is no doubt miners will find it very |

difficult to live. Mr. McKenzie, in mov-
ing the adoption of the Address-in-Reply,
mentioned about our loecal papers not

advertising mining sufficiently. I must ;

congratulate one paper in Perth for
having taken up this matter lately.
I think the mining industry in this
State being such an important one, it
would not be out of place if the Govern-
ment considered the reasonableness of
subsidising the local papers. I do not
know very much about the Press, but as
we are spending a considerable amount
of money in advertising land and agri-
culture and that sort of thing, au few
judicious pounds spent on advertising
mining would do a considerable amount

{COUNCIL.

. Perth who know mnothing a

I certainly think the |

suffered considerably from the |
differential rates on the vmilways. I |
bave not had time to peruse the mew |

- eondition.

Second day.

of good. There are plenty of le in

i wothing shout the
Eastern Goldfields, and I thiok that is
to be regretted. Certainly one of the
papers here is now giving a special sheet
to mining. It has a veporter on the fields
and is going to a considerable amount of
trouble in getting data to Perth. I thiok
that since this has occurred the financial
papers at howe, particularly the mining
papers, are taking this up, und copying the
records given in the Perth paper. I now
come to the Midlund Railway, and I regret
that the amount has been put in the
Governor's Speech. They wight have
omitted that for the present. Without
reading the reports on the matter, [ say
offhand T am not prepared to support the
purchase of the Migla.nd Railway for

appointed by this House nn the select com-
mitiee to look into the Midland Railway,
and the essence of that committee’s report
was that the railway was in a very bad
condition. We hag evidence that the

, sleepers were ant-eaten, that the rail

couplings were not properly bolted, that
the dog spikes were all loose, that there
were many otlier defects, that the engines

railway was run more like a contractor's
train than an ordinary railway doing
business in the State. [How. J W.
Haceerr: When did that committee
report ¥] The committee sat in 1901.
We also took evidence at that time about
the sanitary condition of the stations, and
it was shown that the stations along the
route were not by any means in good
There has been great talk
about the very valuable land along the
line. If that land is valuable, and the
company does not use it, it cannot carry
those acres away to India or South Africa
and grow potatoes or wheat. The land
must be still in the country, and I do not
think the company is going to leave it
there for ever without either selling it or
cultivating it. The company may do so,
but even if it does, I not see that
there is going to be any great loss to the
couptry while we have so many acres
open for cultivation at the present time,
Farthermore, the Cue pgoldfields are
wing considerably, There is a new
eld opened at Black Range, and a great
many centres are opening out that way.
There is little doubt that the Government
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will have to build a line sooner or later,
and for the purpose of these goldfields I
think it would be a wise thing to connect
Goomalling and Yalgoo by rail. Then
the Government would open up their own
lands ; and I have'it on the evidence of
men who know, there are gentlemen in
this House who know, that there are
good lands between Goomalling and
Yalgoo. The cost of that line—I went

[11 Jriy, 1905.]

, garding this.

into these figures, too, with a contractor .

in this town—would be something like
£600,000. {Hor.J. W. Hackerr: What
is the raiofall?] From 12 to 20 inches.
I have it on the evidence of people who
live there, and who have been through
the district.
build that line and thoroughly equip it
than to spend £1,500,000 on the Midland
Railway. It would turn the Gonmalling
line into a payable one, and I do not
think it pays at the present time, although
it is a very necessary line. Either that
or the Newcastle line—-I do not mind
from which end it starts; but I say it
would be better in the interests of this
country to construct a new line than to
buy this old worn-out business of the
Midland Railway. I notice in the papers
& lot of letters advecating the purchase
of this line, and of course there are a few
not approving of it; but I know that the
Government were offered that line in 1801
for £1,000,000. [TrE CoLoN1sL SECRE-
TaRY : Through whom ?]  Through Mr.
R. 8. Haynes, of Perth,and I was with him
at the time. He was a member of this
Chamber. Mr. Rotherhamn also was
present. I know that what I am
stating i3 a fact. I was, I repeat, with
Mr. Haynes at the time; and if the line
could be offered for that price at that
time, I do not see why we should pay
£1,500,000 vow. To-day I was with a
gentleman in town who stated that he
could have purchased it for £1,280,000.
That gentleman is Mr. Illingworth. Yet
to-day we are asked to pay £1,500,000.
No doubt the land of the Midland Rail-
way is rising in price very quickly, while
the line 1z bearing up; but I cannot see
anything to justify the Governmeat in
paying £1,500,000. I may be startled
by the facts that they intend to give us,
but I do not think so. Anyhow,asa
member of Parliament and one who
represents the people, I think the money
can be better expended elsewhers, I
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would prefer to see it put into the Agri-
cultural Bank. The priceis too big for the
value to be received. I bave nothing
farther to say on the matter. I trusi we
will not be kept in ignorance long re-
I think that mewmbers
of Parliament out of session are kept
too much in the dark as to what
the Government are doing, and that when
they inquire of Ministers, some idea
should be given them of what is going
on. I knew certain things about the
Midland Company and I wanted to find
out what was doing, but, like all people

* outside the four or five Ministers, I was

Anyhow, it is better to

kept in the dark. Anyhow, I say here
that the line was offered in 1901 for
£1,000,000, and I have as witness a
K.C. in this town, and there is another
witness that it was offered for
£1,280,000,

On motion by How. V. HaMERsLEY,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 623 o’clock,
until the next day.

Legislatibe Fsgsembly,
Tuesday, 11th July, 1905,
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ELECTION RETURN, MINISTERIAL.

The CLERK reported the return of writ
for the Leonora electorate, the Hou. P.J.



