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Introduction 

This is an interview with David Donald Reid for the Parliamentary Oral History 
Collection and the J.S. Battye Library of West Australian History. 

David Reid was born at Bridgetown, Western Australia, on 10 May 1933, and 
educated at Bridgetown Primary School and Denmark Agricultural College. On 
leaving school, David commenced farming on the family property, and also 
completed a period of National Service in the Australian Army. He obtained a 
Diploma in Agriculture through external study at the Western Australian 
Institute of Technology, and later, a Graduate Diploma in Business 
Administration. 

During the 1960s, David took an interest in the affairs of local agriculturalists, 
and by 1970 had become State President of the Western Australian Fruit 
Growers Association, a nd Deputy Representative for the State on the Apple 
and Pear Board. He joined the Country Party in 1965. 

Although David's parliamentary career was comparatively brief, his 
recollections are significant in providing personal observations on the practical 
workings of both State and Federal Parliaments. Between February 1971 and 
October 1972, he served as MLA for Blackwood, and from January to April 
1974 occupied a casual vacancy as a Commonwealth Senator for Western 
Australia. 

In terms of Western Australian political history, however, David Reid's career 
attained its greatest prominence during his term as President of the Country 
Party from 1974-1975. During a brief period in May 1975, the Country Party's 
Parliamentary wing decided to split from the coalition with the governing Liberal 
Party. The interview provides a valuable insight into the causes and impact of 
the split, and David's views on the roles played by key figures during the crisis. 

Since leaving Parliament, David has pursued a career in agriculture and water 
catchment management. In 1999 he was awarded a Churchill Fellowship, and 
embarked on a study tour to consider the sustainable management of 
catchment resources. 

The interview was conducted by Ron Chapman on 14 February 2005 on 3 x 60 
minute cassette tapes. 
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Name Sakes: David Reid (the 2nd) standing in front of David 
Reid (the ist's) grave in Beverley WA exactly 100 years after 
his death. Both aged 68 years. David Reid's (1st) son 
Malcolm selected the property at Boyup Brook where my son Peter 
Reid farms today. 

Peter Reid and his family celebrated 100 years of continuous 
farming at the Boyup Brook property October 2003. My great 
grandfather David Reid and his son Malcolm were both engineers 
and worked on the Kalgoorlie Pipeline with C Y O'Connor. 



- : 

October 2003, the Reids' celebration: 100 years of continuous 
farming in the Boyup Brook district. 

L-R: Peter Reid, Georgia Reid, David Reid, Jacynth Reid (wife), 
John Reid, Win Burges (nee Reid) and Hal Reid. 



DAVID 
REID 
Endorsed Country 

Party Candidate 

STATE GENERAL ELECTIONS, 1971 

BLACKWOOD ELECTORATE 

Th;s us an rgna' mci un"a vulmin mcci paminc l,rlu "mu 

rural 'sooth sofi
l

e. ma'. be trained dIva'; 1mm', ,igrucnilicii 
pursuits. To encourage social and evierta innieni facilities 

For Womenfolk— 
To preserve and usfegoard the fontily Unit. To encourage time 

formation of child minding centres in major towns to enable 
working workers to take their place in the workforce with coil. 
fideece. 

For the Elderly— 
To maintain and upgrade medical and dental services To 

give wholehearted support to the Construction of lets and home 
units for the not so young so they can enjoy their latter years 
in the districts they served all their lines. 

Will work towards the abolition of the means lest. 
There are other factors such as probate, road maintenance 

lao, petrol tax and others too numerous to mention that are a 
direct imposition to country residents. 

Clearly then this is a time for action not words. I believe 
_rrmest firmly that a more aegrnsnive and direct ruin must be 

adopted if the country community as a whole is to survice, 
particularly since this booming economy has largely passed us 
by. 

I seek your support in helping me to achieve these objec. 
hoes and ask only to be judged by my efforts in obtaining them, 

For 

BLACKWOOD 
Vote REID Ill 

The Man that's right for you. Vole COUNTRY PARTY ... the Party that's right for you 

Election pamphlet for the successful 312  week campaign 
for the seat of Blackwood in 1971. 

on SATURDAY, 20th FEBRUARY VOTE DAVID REID 01:1 
Dear Elector, 

Due to the lain decision of the sitting Country Party Member 
for Blackwood, Mr. Eon Kitney, to retire from politics, the Country 
Party has endorsed me as their Candidate. In the event lime 
should prevent me erecting you personally, I would like to tell 
you something about myself and outline my objectives. 

My sole objective will be to improve the lot of every 
member of the Blackwood electorate To do this I pledge my 
undivided attention to the following points u 

For the Farmers— 
Ta murk and assist in every possible way to improve the 

grim outlook for the primary producers in this area This can be 
achieved by a realistic approach to the problems, by supporting 
marketing schemes for tine fruit and the lamb industries, by 
assisting to rationalize the whole range of primary industries, 
by helping primary producers bodies to organise themselves into 
highly efficient organised groups. As the entire electorate is 
dependent on a healthy rural community, this will be my prime 
aim and no effort will be spared in working towards this goal. 

For the Businessman— 
To continue to work for the introduction of new industries 

to the area such as a canning factory, wood chip industry, a 
softwood mill and to promote tourisna in promising areas 

For the Workforce— 
Iv create new job opportunities that will follow the inrmo. 

dootivn of any secondary industries already mentioned. To 
imprv',e the country housing situation, to work towards  reducing 
tire educational burden for country dwellers. 

For the Young— 
To urge the speedy introduction of specialised training 

courses and schools to enable young country residents to have 
equal training opportunity astheir city counterparts 'amitliout the 
present crippling expenses. 

DAVID REID 
Candidate for BLACKWOOD 

deserves your support 

DAVID REID comes from a well-known pioneer family of Bridge. 
town—S7 years of age—married with 3 children—Educated at 
Bridgetown and the School of Agriculture at Denmark. 

A successful orchardist and farmer raising beet cattle and fat 
lambs—former dairy farmer. 

State President of the W.A. Fruit Growers' Association. 

Chairman of the Canning Fruit Growers' section of the W.A. Fruit 
r,ra'nrmvrc'Ay,m',tS'mn Ivy he 
South-West. 

Member of the ministerial group investigating the establishment 
of a local cooperative cannery. 

Deputy Representative for WA, on the Australian Apple and 
Pear Board. 

Member of the Farmers' Union. 

Member of the Bridgetown Golf Club. 

Past President of a local Progress Association. 

Past Agricultural Society Councillor. 

Because DAVID REID is conversant with the problems of the 
area he is gmn,,tly disturbed about the present trend in the 
BlackwoodElectorate 

DAVID REID is a worker—he is reliable and conscientious. 
You can depend upon him to work for you. 



Matters raised in Parliament: Cartoon in "The Countryman" 1971 
following the issue being raised by myself for the introduction 
of a "Wool Bond" scheme. Later to be called "Income Equalisation 
Deposits". The scheme exists today under a different description. 

Doug Anthony being welcomed (by myself as State President of the 
Country Party) into Western Australia and his 14 member team to 
encourage Party support. February 1975. 



My name is Ron Chapman. Today is Monday the 14th  of February 2005. I'm 
carrying out an oral history interview with David Reid at his home at 3 Gale 
Street, Busselton, Western Australia. This interview will comprise part of an 
oral history project that seeks to record the recollections of former members of 
Western Australia's Parliament. 

RC First of all, David, I would like to thank you for agreeing to 
participate in this interview. 

REID Pleasure. 

RC Okay, thanks. I'd just like to start off, if we could, by asking you to 
provide some details of your family background, your date and place of birth, 
and your ties to Western Australia. 

REID Okay, thanks, Ron. Well, I was born on the 10th  of May 1933 in 
Bridgetown. My mother was also born in Bridgetown, and my father was born 
in Day Dawn. I guess I'm a product of a hundred-plus years of families living in 
Western Australia, and a hundred years of farming, which we celebrated last 
year. My grandmother comes from a lawyer's family in Nottingham in England. 
Her father was the coroner of Nottingham at that period of time. On my father's 
side, my grandfather was an engineer and my great grandfather was also an 
engineer. So, it was the beginning of Western Australia and the gold rush there 
that they came to Western Australia to seek, I suppose, adventure. I think that 
was the motivating cause, and also a professional job in development of the 
goldfields in the late 1800s. Our family has only been farming for. . . it's in its 
third generation. 

Prior to that they were engineers. I guess that my father and myself were the 
only two members that didn't have tertiary educations, so [that was] probably 
one of the reasons why my wife and I were very keen for all our three children 
to get what we thought we probably missed out on a tertiary education. It is 
quite pleasing to find that although my son is farming now, he is also in 
business. Our two daughters also have tertiary qualifications. That's really a 
quick thumbnail of our involvement with Western Australia. 

RC Okay. Thanks for that, David. I would just like to ask now about 
your early childhood experiences - where you grew up and your early 
education, if you have any recollections of them. 

REID Yes, it was very much a country education. We had a bush 
school, a 20 by 12 building, remembering that most of these were war years, 
things were pretty tough. 

RC This was where? 

REID In west Bridgetown. Actually, I did my schooling by riding to 
school with my sisters on horses two miles through the bush. The downside of 
that was from the teacher's point of view we had a one-teacher school. The 
parents had to take turns to billeting the teacher, so every so often you'd go 
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home with your teacher or the teacher would go home with the pupil. You can 
imagine - 

RC That's a bit different. 

REID Yes, it was a bit different in those kinds of days. In the late 40s I 
then left home and boarded in Bridgetown to go to the local primary school, 
which was 11 miles away, because it was before school buses. Then from 
there I went to the Denmark school of agriculture in Denmark for two years to 
get my diploma in agriculture. 

RC Over this early stage of your life, David, I wonder if you can recall 
who were the major figures in your life - obviously your parents, but the 
influential figures that you can think of? 

REID Well, it was probably restricted, until I went away to school, to the 
neighbours. I had a fair bit of admiration for a successful farmer who was a 
neighbour who probably had a little bit more resources behind him when he 
started his farming operations. I respected his judgment, his ability to be a 
good farmer and a good decision maker, and he also became a shire president 
shortly after that period of time. I suppose he was one of the neighbours. The 
other influence I suppose was, of course, my father, who had a banking 
background. Really, I think one of his greatest attributes was that he always 
thought that farming needed to be run on a business footing, so all our dealings 
that we had with him were always documented and was also recorded. 

I have brought with me a wages summary from 1954 when I was 20 years of 
age. This is a taxation report which shows there that in 1954, that financial 
year, I earned the pricely sum of £312 for the year's work. But it was always 
recorded and he always ran his farm along business [lines], and his journals 
and things were always immaculate. He had a wonderful hand, as you can 
probably see from his writing, something which I didn't inherit. But I did try and 
inherit some of his teachings in respect to always being business like in 
whatever occupation you're in. 

RC Just recounting, how many were in your family at this time, when 
you went to school? 

REID I'm the only son and have two sisters. 

RC Right. They are younger than you? 

REID One is, and one is older. They're both qualified nurses. 

RC At school, how did your ambitions materialise for your future life? 
What sort of career path did you see yourself following at school? What 
interested you at this time? What were your favourite subjects? 

REID I guess all I wanted to be was a good farmer at that point of time. 
I didn't really want to do anything else. My family expected me to come home 
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on the land and I wanted nothing more than that at that point of time. My 
ambitions at that point oft me were purely that. P robably I ater some of the 
things that started to influence my career path was that I saw the opportunity 
that it was preferable to be a player in decision making than to be a recipient of 
those decisions. I suppose that of those things there I enjoyed meeting and 
working with people. I thought that there was a real benefit i n working with 
people to improve the quality of life and it gradually overtook my other 
recreational sports and things. Community involvement was rewarding, as well 
as recreation, because I enjoyed the interaction of people. I suppose it was the 
beginning of my career path in that respect that at the age of 20 I became 
chairman of a local progress association, which was my first community start in 
life. 

RC You just mentioned sporting interests. What sort of activities did 
you like at that time out of school? 

REID I wasn't really good at any of them but I managed to make the 
school cricket team, football team and the tennis team, mostly out of 
perseverance not ability. But I did pursue golf for a number of years after that, 
and tennis. 

RC I would just like to move on from your school days, David. You're 
a farming family. You have partially answered this probably. You said you 
wanted to go into farming. Did you ever consider any other career after leaving 
school when you were at school? 

REID No, I didn't, but I suppose that ultimately that was all I wanted to 
do, but it wasn't until a bit later on that I wished that I had some tertiary 
qualifications. I can remember in later years Professor Martyn Webb was 
saying when we were discussing things - politics - and he said, "You keep 
showing your educational scars." He said there was some other eminent 
Premier who was doing the same as me a few months ago, and that was Sir 
David Brand, and I felt quite honoured to be compared in that light. But I 
always felt that I'd missed something in later years from not having a tertiary 
education experience. 

RC So really in your early years you accepted that you would pursue 
an agricultural career in farming? 

REID Absolutely. 

RC This was because of your family background or did it actually 
evolve yourself, you felt - 

REID I wanted to do it. I loved the life. I still do, Ron. I look at it slightly 
different now of course, because as you mature and you sort of probably pick 
where you want to make your pursuits. I wouldn't do the same thing again, with 
the wisdom of hindsight, but at that point of time the farm was only a very small 
farm. There were still a lot of developments. My father had actually pioneered 
it as a bush block, [and] there was still plenty of development there that I could 
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have done, which I did do. It was suited to orcharding. Orcharding was quite a 
good remunerative occupation at that point of time. The markets were strong, 
and the export markets. So we started to expand the orchard. I put in dams 
and we started to irrigate. That expanded to up to nearly 40 acres eventually. 
These were all things there that had good prospects of continuing on. It wasn't 
until market deterioration and things changed there that Bridgetown, because 
of its quite steep slopes, didn't suit the wider grazing and cropping potential 
which is the backbone of agriculture in Western Australia today. 

RC After you left school, your early education, you went straight on to 
the family farm? 

REID Yes I did - 17 [years old] 

RC What were the main ... running the farm . . . did you have a 
lifestyle? What was the main focus of your farm at that time? 

REID It was a mixed farm. As I mentioned earlier we had an orchard. 
The rest of it was dairy and beef and small numbers of sheep and fat lambs at 
that point of time. 

RC At that time after you left school, what are your main recollections 
of the farming community at Bridgetown at that time? 

REID Fairly close-knit. Quite a lot of petty jealousies between families 
like you get in communities. Probably highly competitive, you know: can you 
do a bit better than what your neighbour did, which is probably a good start. I 
thought it was a wonderful opportunity. There was a huge, I suppose, theatre 
of opportunity. I can remember in my first year from school getting some trace 
elements and marking out the ground to try to make the pastures more 
productive and discovering that our farm had, and the district had, a 
molybdenum deficiency. It was the first time that had been discovered in the 
south west. 

RC What was that? 

REID Molybdenum. It's a trace element. Two ounces per acre is the 
application. We ended up by having a field day later that year and had Noel 
Fitzpatrick, who became director of agriculture come down. You could sort of 
see my footprints going off the paddock there with how the clover had grown 
[excessively]. So these were stimulants to new things in agriculture. 

RC Okay. You studied for a diploma in agriculture. 

REID That's a diploma I had at school. It was a post graduate diploma 
in business administration that I studied externally on. 

RC How did you find external study? You did it at WAIT - Western 
Australian Institute of Technology. How did you find external study? 
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REID It was very hard. I was really driven to it by a need at that point of 
time, because that was after my senate campaign, to get a more professional 
approach to dealing with issues and broadening my own base of knowledge to 
make more capable decisions and to make more informed debate in a wider 
spectrum. They were the motivating [factors]. I didn't finish because I got in 
trouble with the economics subject and studying externally was very difficult. I 
found in understanding economics I still have trouble with that. I'm afraid I 
haven't got the right mind. Also, my wife got sick at the time so it was 
incomplete. I got halfway through and it was valuable and it still is today. I 
found that beneficial. 

RC Okay. You also enlisted for national service, I believe, through 
national service training. 

REID I was drafted, actually. 

RC You were drafted for national service. 

REID Yes. 

RC Looking back on that, what influence do you think that had on 
your future? 

REID We were in the second intake, so they hadn't sort of caught up to 
what 18-year-olds do, so it was great fun. Huge. The lessons I got out of it, the 
influences I suppose as you referred to, were the benefits of discipline, how to 
get on with all types, and probably laying the foundation of leadership 
experiences. I got a couple of stripes and had to take responsibility. 

RC What unit were you with? 

REID 11th 144th I carried on with that for a couple of years with camps 
at Northam. They were very enjoyable years. I can remember on the social 
side, the leave passes, of five of us trying to drink a five-gallon keg dry in Kings 
Park, unsuccessfully, and the dances that we used to go to on Friday night at 
the RSL club and the Embassy [Ballroom] on special occasions. They were 
really enjoyable periods of my life. 

RC What prompted you to become actively involved in local business 
and community affairs, because I see that you have been heavily involved in 
various community groups in the past, and organisations, and still are? What 
first prompted you to take that path? 

REID I have given this a little bit of thought with the wisdom of 
hindsight, and I think it was a love of the south west which was the prime 
motivating thing, and still is. I think that we live in one of the most beautiful 
places in the world. Having sort of seen a bit of it, there isn't anywhere else 
that I want to live. I am now living along the shores of Geographe Bay, with this 
wonderful environment. I spent 60 years of my farming life, and I still am 
farming at Bridgetown, in one of the most beautiful places of the south west in 
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the Blackwood River valley. I guess coupled with that was an awareness that 
so many things can be improved on, so why not be part of it than sit back and 
let somebody else be the driver - have the hands on the wheel, so to speak, 
shaping the region and your own district [which you love]. 

RC At this time, okay, you'd been in the army with national service, 
you'd started to take an interest in local community affairs, local government 
possibly. What were your overall political beliefs at this time? How do you see 
those as evolving? 

REID Thinking back, I have always been a conservative voter, probably 
as a product of my parental influences. But I've always been an objective voter 
and I suppose I hate bigotry in politics, where there is a blind adherence to 
whatever party you belong to is doing the right thing, rather than it's not. I've 
always shunned that and believe that I am always an objective voter. I voted 
for the man and his beliefs rather than the party and dogma, I guess. That was 
about as far as it went in those early days. 

RC Around that time in Bridgetown what did you see as the major 
issues facing the farming and business community? This was, I believe, during 
the late 1960s. 

REID Well, there was a real recession on, Ron, which was very severe. 
We were getting wool prices at those points of time, down to 28 pence a pound. 
We were getting fat lamb prices at £2 1 O [each], which is sort of $5 [today]. It 
was the first shock of that recession that actually bore me into the political 
interest to do something about it. It was the beginning of the end to a lot of 
country towns throughout Western Australia. I twas certainly our turn in the 
south west to feel the p  inch of economics, and a I ot of people were I eaving 
farming pursuits. A lot of the older families that had successful long-term 
associations with Bridgetown were beginning to say that, all of a sudden, it was 
getting too hard and what are we still doing here farming? It was the beginning 
of the end of the traditional life in Bridgetown. 

RC You were chairman of the Manjimup-Canning Co-op, I believe, 
around this time. What do you recall of your experiences in that position? 

REID Well, I'd always been fiercely interested in getting industry into the 
farming areas as an alternative to just straight-out rural occupations. This was 
an opportunity of getting cooperation by government into a decentralised 
challenge - agriculture downstreaming. I think that the cannery itself was 
started largely as a result of Sir Charles Court's - Charles Court at that point of 
time anyway - backing of the community wanting to get into agricultural 
downstream processing. We didn't have a cannery in Western Australia, and 
Plaistowe's old factory in West Perth was closing down. 

We had established a new industry in Western Australia and it was supported 
by Sir Charles, or Charles Court then, and the government, which really led me 
into the introduction of the power and the role of politicians and the leadership 
that can be obtained of pushing forward with new industries and innovation. 
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That was a very challenging period of time. We had a very, very good product, 
but we had very old machinery. We got a building going and we used the old 
Plaistowe machinery, which continually broke down. I guess the management 
skills were a little bit the same as the machinery; they weren't up to scratch. 
But finally it was brought around, but sheer economics beat it in the end. It was 
sad that the Manjimup-Canning Cooperative failed in the longer term. It lasted 
for some 20-odd years. 

RC What period were you directly involved in that? Was this the 
1960s? 

REID Yes, it was. As well as being in the later 60s, I was state 
president of the fruit growers association, but I was also, for about five to seven 
years, chairman of the canning fruit growers section of the fruit growers 
association. In that role, I had five acres of canning peaches planted myself, so 
I had an interest in there to become involved or remain involved. It was the 
delegations to government and to ministers that led me into the power and the 
influence and the need there to become involved with all levels of government 
and how important politics is in developing agriculture and maintaining that 
momentum. 

RC So really this involvement with the canning co-op and the fruit 
growers association reflects back possibly on what we were saying before 
about you felt a desire to get involved in the local community and that local 
people should have a say in how things were organised. Is that it? 

REID Really, I suppose if you think back on my history of community 
involvement, that was the foundation and motivation. I think it's always better 
to be part of making the decisions than sitting back and receiving the decisions 
that somebody e Ise h as m ade, because you a Iways feel that you've g ott he 
ownership of having your input. Even if the argument you're putting forward 
isn't successful, you've had your opportunity to influence the outcome. To me 
that was always a much preferable way to go. There are only two sorts of 
people apparently in this world, they used to tell me - the people that make it 
happen and the things that happen to them. I don't know quite how you line 
yourself up with those, but I suppose it's the basis of my philosophy; that is, if 
you want something to change, put your shoulder to the wheel and have a go. 

RC You were saying that it was at this time that you were beginning 
to understand how politics actually managed to - 

REID How important it was. 

RC Yes, how important politics was. Okay. At this time, what do you 
consider to have been your major achievements or accomplishments in these 
positions in the fruit growers association and the canning co-op? What do you 
think were the main outcomes, if you like, of your involvement? 

REID The industry was starting to approach the crisis that it reached in 
later years, and that was the marketing challenges. If you think back, we were 
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moving from a highly labour-intensive industry into the beginning of a bulk-
handling industry. We were moving away from traditional markets like the 
United Kingdom and Europe, which my grandfather had supplied very 
successfully in the early 1900s. They were starting to get pressure from 
marketing forces, mostly because of the merging EEC countries bloc, which 
eventually created the demise of the export apple industry in Western Australia. 
We [in WA] were the second largest exporter outside Tasmania as a state, 
because we had such a small domestic market. My orchard was almost 
exclusively apples destined for the overseas market. During my period of time I 
suppose the biggest changes that I was involved with there was 
downstreaming again; you know, trying to get the product there and trying to 
get it integrated. For a while I became a representative of a United Kingdom 
cooperative called Home-grown Fruits, where fruit was sent over there in bulk 
bins. A small group of us pioneered the first export of orchard-filled bulk bins 
sent directly to a cooperative in south east England where they were packed 
and marketed next day, blemish and bruise-free guaranteed. 

It was a wonderfully successful thing which bore huge bonuses on the market, 
but it was only an interim issue. Gradually the whole field of economics and 
disadvantages of tariff barriers and things just killed the industry. I tcouldn't 
continue to survive. We pioneered a bulk bin that would fit inside a container, 
because it was containerised shipment then, and that could be folded up and 
sent back to Australia. They were interesting days, but we were really fighting 
a losing battle for an industry which now really is almost lost now to the United 
Kingdom. I don't think any fruit of any consequence is exported to the UK at 
this point of time. 

RC All right. I would just like to look now, David, at your involvement 
in organisations at the state level. I am interested in how the transition 
occurred from your involvement in local business and agriculture to activities on 
a state level. Was this occurring at this time? Do you feel you were becoming 
more involved in state issues? 

REID Well, I suppose the agripolitics was the beginning of the lead in, 
because I was involved with the establishment of the cannery, I was state 
president of the fruit growers association, we were meeting Ministers for 
Agriculture, who always opened our conference, and started to deal with 
government in relationship to quarantine management and some of those state 
affairs. Conferences in the eastern States were always a lead in. Anything you 
do in agriculture in those roles, you become involved with politics. You have to, 
because the government of the day are the decision makers so you need to 
work with them to overcome threats of disease, or quarantine, regulation and 
border inspections. Yes, that was a very good grounding really for the other 
side of the fence as far as you can go in agripolitics I suppose. 

RC You joined the Country Party in 1965. What prompted you to do 
that, and why particularly the Country Party and not the Liberal Party? 

REID I guess it was a bit of a family tradition. My father was a Country 
Party supporter, but I had lots of friends in the Liberal Party, so it wasn't a 
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social thing. I joined knowing my life was going to be harder being a Country 
Party person than it could be if I had joined the Liberal Party. At that point of 
time - 

RC I don't want to interrupt, but why did you think it was going to be 
harder? 

REID I think it would have been easier for me to say I'm a Liberal Party 
supporter, because most of my friends, all my friends virtually, were 
conservative voters and probably leaned towards the Liberal Party, because 
the Country Party didn't have a very high profile - you know, local. Really it 
remains now I think largely, I won't quote on it today because I'm out of touch 
now, but really the conservative people in my old electorate voted for the 
person rather than the party. Now, if you're on the conservative side it was 
either the Liberal or the Country Party. They would think, okay, whoever the 
individual is, we will make a choice between those two. It wasn't as if you were 
asking for a Liberal or Labor Party; it was only a sort of a shift. But I knew it 
was always going to be harder because there was very little lay organisation in 
the area at that time. 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE A 
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RC Okay David, just continuing from before, I was asking about your 
decision to join the Country Party and not the Liberal Party. I believe you want 
to add a few more comments to that issue. 

REID Just briefly, Ron. My sort of thoughts were the recognition was 
that country Western Australia needed a special representative - I suppose 
that's where I'm coming from, or came from - not compromised by the 
metropolitan area or city-centric domination, free enterprise, you know, which I 
support. But, also, unrestricted free enterprise can lead to total market 
domination and can be more depressing on prices than perhaps statutory 
marketing. I had a bit of a philosophical difference between the Liberal Party, 
which is almost open-ended free enterprise, or which I thought it was, to the 
Country Party, which had, properly, a platform of statutory marketing, provided 
that it was supported by the majority of growers. I was basically in favour of 
that rather than uninterrupted, unfettered free enterprise, because I had seen 
market domination depressing prices in a whole range of areas. In those days, 
in the depression in the early 70s, that was a very big factor and it was a rib 
against me because I'd exported my own lambs off my own farm as an owner 
and got very, very good returns on the London market and as an owner I got a 
commonwealth subsidy for exporting. The exporters and the yards were 
depressing prices down so low and as owners they were getting the subsidy, 
so I guess there's a bit of that in my philosophy that went against my grain. 

RC Oh, right. When you joined the Country Party, and this is the mid 
to late 60s, what are your recollections of the organisation of the party then as 
a political force, if you like? 

REID Well, I suppose to be brutally frank, I felt that there were too many 
older members. They were good representatives or they had been in their day 
and they were great people, but they were getting towards the end of their 
term. I saw that as a need for the party to be sort of re-energised. That was 
my basic feeling towards the Country Party at that time. There were some 
wonderful people there but they weren't really leading any more. They were 
just coasting. 

RC What did you see as the party's main function at that time? What 
were their objectives as a political party, as an organisation? 

REID I think it's country Western Australia's voice, that specialised 
representation. I think as events later on proved, people still, even in quite 
recent times, want that specialist representation. 

RC I was actually going to just take a question on the one I've just 
mentioned to you. What did you see as the Country Party's function at that 
time? Could you compare that with how you see the rote today, how it has 
changed today, just on reflection? In other words, do you see the role as very 
similar to those days or has the overall function of the party changed with time? 

REID Its core responsibility hasn't changed; that is, to try and meet the 
aspirations of those people that live in the country areas of Western Australia. 
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It can't change, because if you lose that, you've lost the reason for standing. 
How it compares to how effective it was at that time, I think you would have to 
say it was partially effective. As I was saying earlier, there were a lot of older 
members there that had given great service that were about to retire. It's really 
based around the personalities of the leaders of the party and how good they 
were, or how adaptive they were to changing times. These were huge, 
changing times. There had been a coalition in government for, I think, 11 years 
and all of a sudden there was a change of government; we had the Tonkin 
government in. That was probably the best thing that ever happened to politics 
in Western Australia because it jolted the system up. It needed to reinvent 
itself. It needed to look at itself in a different light. These sort of long periods of 
one party are not terribly productive sometimes in respect to the general 
electors' own aspirations. You know, the do as I do and not as I say sort of 
attitude t hat swings around but [is] not m eeting a community's expectations, 
which are changing all the time. 

RC So you do not think that the Country Party at that time was having 
difficulty in adapting to the changes? 

REID I think it needed a fresh wind, quite obviously. I think part of that 
was a lack of awareness that things were going to go on forever, that it hadn't 
addressed the secession issue, which laid the foundations of a number of 
problems that it had encountered in later years. Now, this is my theory - it 
would probably be hotly denied and debated - but I'm pretty sure that I'm right 
because they thought that there wasn't any need. Everything was fine; they'd 
been in coalition with the Liberal Party for 11 years under Sir David Brand. He 
was a very, very capable and wonderful chap to work with. There wasn't any 
tension or worry. If it ain't broke, why fix it, was the sort of attitude. But time 
was running out. 

RC That goes on to my next question about relationships. How did 
you see the relationship of the Country Party at that time with the Liberal Party 
for instance? 

REID I think it was very good. I think Crawford Nalder and Sir David 
Brand worked well together - they were the leaders at that period of time - 

because of the personalities. Crawford was a wonderful person. Sir David 
Brand, at that point of time anyway, was a wonderful person too, so there 
wasn't any clash of personalities. There might have been some tension out in 
the fields over free-marketing philosophies, but I don't remember any other 
tensions unduly at that point of time. 

RC How about the state organisation and the parliamentary party at 
that time? How did you see that? 

REID The state Country Party? 

RC Yes. 
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REID That was reasonably good, but the state organisations I think, as 
any party, are always a little bit more hawkish probably by nature. They want 
change a little bit faster. I won't comment on other people's.... Ithink that 
there was a need to be a bit different from the Liberal Party if they were going 
to survive, and I think that is always in lay organisations. Those pressures 
were there, but they weren't excessive. 

RC When you joined the Country Party, David, how strong was local 
support? How did you gauge local support? 

REID It was very little really, but there was a strong conservative vote, 
as I think I mentioned earlier. But it was really centred around personal 
followings, so I think that I got in because of a conservative majority in the area 
that chose me as a candidate [to represent them] rather than the Liberal Party. 
But it was interesting. I think one of the nicest things about that was that the 
Liberal Party candidate that was contesting was an old family name of Del 
Willmott whose grandfather was a Premier and his father was a long serving 
MLC. We dead-heated in the town count of Bridgetown. I thought that was 
nice. I thought that was pretty good. There wasn't any winner in that town. He 
is still a friend today, which I value, and his wife too. 

RC How did you join the Country Party? This was before. Did you 
play a role in the local organisation? Did you hold any office or were you just a 
member of the local organisation? 

REID I was a local member, but I hadn't played any role at all or [held] 
any office in the local organisation. It was dominated by one or two members 
there that didn't really inspire me, so there wasn't any temptation to be drawn 
in. But I had a good rapport with members of Parliament, through family 
friendships I suppose, who were ministers in the Brand-Nalder coalition. So I 
actually became a member of state Parliament without ever attending a state 
council party of the Country Party. The week after the election I walked into the 
party room there and everyone's heads nearly turned off, because they hadn't 
seen me before. I was a bit different, Ron, I suppose in those regards, and I 
was a bit lucky too, because I wasn't terribly drawn to the ramifications of the 
politics at a branch level, or never have been actually. It's part of that system, 
it's part of life, and you have to recognise that these are hardworking and loyal 
people that are required in political organisations. 

RC Before you entered Parliament, how effective do you think at that 
time the parliamentary party was in representing the wishes of rural 
communities? In other words, do you think they were effective in representing 
effectively the local community? 

REID I suppose this is a personal judgment but I would have to say it 
was below my expectations, their performance. It was one of the reasons why, 
and I was fairly young in those days, I was in my 30s, so I thought this isn't 
good enough, we can do better than that. There wasn't enough entrepreneurial 
verve in the party, you know, to look at alternatives, to negotiate and improve 
the lot or improve the position of the party. It didn't use its power. I don't want 
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to sort of make that look as if you've got a cocked gun on a cross bench, but it 
didn't use its position and influence enough. I suppose I was very critical, but 
maybe looking back now I was a bit brash and a bit young and lacking in 
wisdom, but it didn't sort of push hard enough or debate those issues hard 
enough I thought. Just to add to that, I think when I stood in 1971 that sort of 
philosophy is substantiated by the number of parties - I think we had five or six 
parties - that contested the seat of Blackwood, which I eventually won. It was 
joked at the time [that] this was the summer of discontent in the seat of 
Blackwood. You know, we had the united farmers and graziers running, and 
extremist other groups as well as the standard traditional parties, which I think 
is always a reflection that not all is as well as it could be in the country. I 
suppose you can draw a comparison today. We've got the New Country Party 
running in this election that we will have in a couple of weeks' time. They're not 
good signs to have when you've got a small party which is supposed to be 
specialising and hoping to aggregate the collective support it has in country 
areas, because it splits it. 

In recent times of course, One Nation was a huge threat to the party. That is 
probably behind the party at this point of time. We probably should also 
mention at this point of time that I haven't been politically active in the party 
political sense since the late 80s and since my involvement with natural 
resource management, and the leadership role in those we were dealing with 
governments of the day. Apart from other reasons, I didn't think it was 
appropriate there that I should have any party affiliations, so I don't hand out 
how-to-vote cards, I don't attend party political rallies because I'm dealing with 
members of the government of the day. I've always played with all the cards 
on the table with these things and I think largely in respect of whichever 
government has been in office I have been able to work effectively. In NRM 
there is no room for party politics anyway. It's too important there for the 
waters to be sullied. Those are the sort of inferences [you want to avoid] that 
you might be trying to leverage any party political gain. 

RC Thanks for that, David. That leads nicely onto the next point I 
was going to cover regarding your political career from 1971 to 1974. You 
partially answered this but I will ask you a question. What motivated you to 
enter politics in 1971? 

REID Probably it was just opportunity. Ron Kitney, the sitting member, 
had become ill and within I think seven or eight weeks of the election date 
declared that he wasn't going to renominate, so the party was in a flat spin to 
find a candidate that had a relatively high profile, that was well known, to 
contest the seat. 

RC This was the seat of Blackwood. 

REID Blackwood, yes. It was a number of things happening - having 
sort of worked fort he fruit growers association. I was still the current state 
president, which would probably give me a good profile; I was highly involved 
with the Manjimup canning cooperative in establishing that; I was probably well 
known to everyone within the electorate at that point of time and I became the 
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sort of favoured candidate. I had to beat off the [local] shire president for a 
period of time, so it wasn't an armchair ride, but it was a very quick one. 

RC At this point in time, what contribution did you think you could 
make as a member of state Parliament? In other words, why did you feel that 
you would attempt to enter state Parliament? What motivated you to do this? 

REID I looked at it a bit like I looked at farming when I left school. 
There were so many things there that needed to be done. Everywhere you 
looked there was a need for improvements to be done to your community. 
Everything needed to be done. It was almost like going back and having a look 
at your farm that was only partly developed. Everywhere you looked more 
work needed to be done on it. I found this an exceptionally exciting period of 
time, and to be elevated in such a relatively short time for a member of the 
community or perhaps even if you say leader in some respects to suddenly be 
the actual member and crossing over the barriers there, it was probably 
reflected in my maiden speech when I said, "Well, politicians shouldn't sit 
behind barriers, they should get out on the other side." With the wisdom of 
hindsight I'd like to qualify that a little bit, but basically the point that I was 
making is that I still support that. 

You've got to provide the options and the leadership, but allow the community 
to make the decisions. You can't ever allow yourself the arrogance of thinking 
that you've got all the answers right and say, "I'll fix you blokes up, I'll just do it 
this way." I think the secret lies in the wisdom of having looked at what might 
and might not work, putting forward those options and suggesting to the 
community that they should consider these before making up their mind. If I 
was making the speech again I'd probably rephrase some of these things there 
to spell out exactly what I mean there, but I'm still a great believer that the 
leaders of our community should lead, up to a point, but then present the case 
and then respond to the community's wish. 

I'm a great believer, a total believer, Ron, that if you give the community in any 
field, whether its a natural resource issue, the Whicher Range, the Yarragadee 
water to Perth issue, the drainage issue, salinity issue - if you give the 
community enough time and enough information they will come to the best 
solution that is available, and far more enduring and everlasting than if a 
bureaucrat comes down and says, "Look, I've got five degrees and I know 
where the answer lies here, so why don't you just fence this bit off and plant the 
trees there or something." That will never work. You've got to work with the 
community. That's probably one of the lessons in life that I've learnt from the 
areas there. You've got to work with the community to draw out where their 
values are and give them an opportunity to put their hands on the wheel so it 
won't come undone. It might get the staggers, you know, if something goes 
wrong, but it will never sort of disintegrate. 

I think that from those days, from the 70s now to the next millennium which 
we're in now, the community now is demanding a right to say and manage their 
resources. We're finding that today in the Yarragadee issue. That's a state 
resource. Its undeniable about that. I'm on the Whicher Range water 
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committee. I've just also been recently appointed to the expert panel, the 
sustainability panel that the Premier is looking at, which has got no agency 
input whatsoever and goes straight to the stakeholder task force. I think that 
those values there you have to reflect on the community what they want, 
together with the sharing of that resource. It is a regional resource. That must 
be preserved and protected to some degree, but we've got to also share it with 
the rest of the state. Any government or any minister that flies in the face of 
that basic philosophy is in a lot of trouble. 

RC In light of what you've just said, David, I can't resist asking you: 
have you any comment to make on this proposal for the canal from the 
Kimberley down to Perth? 

REID Well, I'm a believer that one day, either from the north or 
somewhere, we'll have water. But to make a commitment without a feasibility 
study is absolute lunacy. I know the reasons why the decision has been made, 
and I understand the political ramifications in there, but we, the taxpayers, will 
end up having to fund that. The concept's great. That's why 70 per cent of the 
state's in favour of [the concept]. But you've got to be a bit more scientific 
about that. You've got to cost the jolly thing out and you've got to do it and 
you've got to overcome all these other logistic problems of the distance. How 
does it run downhill? Who pumps it? How much power's going to be 
generated? What's going to happen to the environment? What's going to 
happen to native title? A fence on both sides of it? The logistics is mind-
blowing. I'm not against the use of water from the Kimberley or from the 
Yarragadee providing it's sustainable and you're not tapping and you're not 
depleting the options of the people from that subregion. It's a regional transfer 
of water. Y ou can't d isadvantage the people from those regions where it is 
coming from. Go ahead and cost it; but that is exactly it, look at the feasibility. 

RC I just had to ask that, being a topical issue. [Laughter] Okay, you 
were elected to Parliament in 1971. Could you give some idea of how you felt 
at the time that you were elected, your emotions when you actually knew that 
you were elected to state Parliament? How did you feel? 

REID I felt that my feet weren't touching the ground, Ron. It was a 
period of great elation. I couldn't believe that somebody from a small farm and 
a background such as mine could suddenly be a member. It was one of the, 
obviously, highlights of my life, my career. There was huge disappointment 
about the abolition of the seat afterwards of course, because I really enjoyed it. 
I enjoy meeting and talking and engaging with people. I thought there were so 
many things I could do. I thought this was a heaven-sent opportunity. Those 
feelings have never changed. It is a wonderful privilege to represent your 
community in state Parliament, especially in the lower house, which was the 
action house in those days. 

RC How did you perceive the difference between your previous 
representation of local agricultural interests and your new role within the 
framework of Parliament? How did you see the change? 
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REID I suppose my father used to sort of say, "He's going to now find 
out the real meaning of diplomacy." Having been there and now suddenly 
being in the position, although we're in opposition, of actually carrying out all 
these ideas, it is a lot harder to do as I say than to do as I've done. I found that 
that was probably meeting the expectations of the people there that had 
supported you in every field. It was difficult. It probably remains one of the 
hardest things that any politician has to do, because you can't please everyone 
and you don't win them all. I guess the anguish that you have as a politician of 
wrestling with your conscience after you've made a debate or the stand you've 
taken on [an issue] is one of the hardest things that is not generally recognised 
by non-members of Parliament. I would like to add to this generally, too. I've 
got the most wonderful regard for the majority of members. I really think that 
they work their butts off, literally, with their dedication, the hours they put in. 

They're easily maligned as a group, but individually they are some of the finest 
people that I've met during my lifetime, those members, both state and federal, 
not only in my own party, but right across. I still enjoy going back to the former 
members' associations. It's 30-odd years since I was there, but I'm still 
amazed that they know who I am because I'm not a terribly regular attender, 
but it's great. There is an understanding, a friendship there, a bond, because 
to be a member is a great privilege and that's never taken away. 

RC How d id you p erceive your role in Parliament and how d id you 
feel you could best represent your electorate at that particular time? 

REID Probably along the lines there that, as I've mentioned earlier, my 
electorate needed a specialist representation because the rural decline was 
suffering so badly at that point of time. Nothing was any good in the country, 
the bush. We'd had a couple of very bad, poor seasons, so that exacerbated 
the rural decline and the beginning of the movement of people out from the 
area, which probably led to one of the reasons for the abolition of the seat, the 
population movement. 

RC Demographics. 

REID Yes, a demographic move. 

RC During your time as MLA for Blackwood what particular concerns 
did you address at that time? What were the issues that you fought for, if you 
like, at that period? 

REID Probably the general welfare. Generally speaking it is probably 
the whole range of issues, helping people cope with change, which was 
manifested by businesses going broke and trying to get rural reconstruction for 
the farmers, the good farmers, who'd reinvested everything back into their farm 
that were being disadvantaged or being almost forced by the banks to the wall, 
by businesses that were waiting for farmers to pay them that were unable to 
carry on; trying to pump some money back and achieving, to a large degree, 
success in that area, which was satisfying. Looking at the broader picture, I am 
just showing you a cartoon that was in the local rural papers about the wool 
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bond scheme. Wool in the later years that I was in Parliament made a 
recovery, so we'd gone from a very, very low price to a mini boom. With the 
taxation laws at that point of time, we were about to lose most of it, and I 
thought, well, this is ludicrous. Last year I was asking for special handouts and 
now the farming community is going to be hit. Surely we've got to have a better 
system. 

So the concept of a wool bond scheme, because wool had boomed, was taken 
up and still runs today under a different format a r different name but allows 
farmers or registered agricultural pursuers to deposit in a year of high prices [in] 
an interest-bearing deposit which is not taken into their taxation year until they 
draw it. It's a way of ironing out the peaks and troughs, because in those times 
I was seeing farmers plunging back into debt to make items of capital 
expenditure to reduce their tax. I thought, having fought and worked for them 
to survive, they were plunging back down by a tax-driven desire to minimise 
their commitment to taxation. That was one of the big issues that did bear fruit 
by the very fact that it's 35 years on and it's still in operation. It must be of 
some benefit or seen to be of some benefit. The other issue was the abolition 
of death duties. I played a significant role in that, or I played a contributing role 
in it. I was the seconder of the motion there that [it] became a condition of 
coalition in the next Parliament, which quickly saw the Liberal Party drop it in 
their next campaign. They were probably two of the ones that spring to mind. 

RC I will ask you for any memorable instance or issues that you can 
recall during that period. They were the major issues. 

REID They were the bits that I was involved in. The first thing was the 
Speaker's death as soon as Parliament had gone back. We had a bi-election 
for the seat of A scot s hortly after, early in my parliamentary career. We a II 
went campaigning then. It was only a one-seat majority. John Tonkin only had 
[government by] one seat, so if we could win the seat of Ascot, we would have 
been able to change the government. So I went campaigning, doorknocking, in 
the seat of Ascot with the Liberal Party to try and win the seat. Mal Bryce was 
ultimately elected and became Deputy Premier at one stage. 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE B 
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RC Just continuing on, you were speaking about memorable 
incidents in Parliament during your time as MLA for Blackwood. You just 
mentioned Mal Bryce being elected. Was there anything further you wanted to 
say on incidents you can recall? 

REID There was one notable occasion that was a social one, Ron, 
which was the opening of the concert hall. That was in February, I think, of '72. 
I recall then a wonderful evening that was a balmy night, and we went on 'til 
about 3 o'clock in the morning. It was members and friends who were invited 
and it was one of the events, I suppose, that my friends who joined me on that 
occasion still talk about as one of the best nights of their lives. There are 
happy memories of that occasion. We got in our cars at about 5.00 am and 
drove down here. Everyone was on holidays then and flung themselves on the 
bed and slept 'til about 2 o'clock in the afternoon. [It was] very hot weather but 
a wonderful night, being [at] the concert hall opening. 

RC Okay. Any others that you recall? 

REID Not notable ones. I think that being part of a Parliament which 
included Sir David Brand ... it was only a very short period that he was there, 
but that was a bit special, and also Charles Court, but we'll probably deal with 
those a bit later. 

RC As a member of the Country Party and in Parliament, David, how 
have you seen the practical application of the coalition with the Liberal Party? 
How did it work? 

REID Well, we were in opposition at that point in time, so there wasn't a 
coalition, so to speak, so that they were separate parties. 

RC I'll just probably rephrase it. How did you see the relationship 
then with the Liberal Party at that point? 

REID Quite good, but I think the thing is to remember there is that the 
coalition had been in government there for a period of, I think it was, 11 years, 
so that the Liberal Party and the Country Party were on a learning curve of how 
to operate in opposition. There were a couple of incidents where voting wasn't 
tightened up and procedure within the chamber that caused a little bit of 
tension, but only minor. I think generally both parties were adapting to how 
they would act in opposition. At that point in time with that development in the 
northwest that Sir Charles Court and the Brand Government had put in place, 
that set the blueprint there but it was still ongoing. I think Don May was the 
Minister for Industrial Development in the Tonkin regime and he was in Japan 
and it was still sort of unfolding that era of development, which laid the 
foundations largely for the wealth of Western Australia today from that era. 

RC How effective do you think the Country Party was at that time? In 
Parliament, how effective was his influence? 
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REID Well, it was trying to find out how it could exist as a separate party 
in o pposition too, a nd I don't think. . . mainly this was because it was on a 
pretty steep I earning c urve too that it wasn't a ble to s core terribly effectively 
itself. I think it found difficultly in representing the interests of county people in 
an effective way in opposition, largely because we were still getting used to it. 
It's the hardest job in the game being Leader of the Opposition, and if you are 
in a minor party, not in a coalition, it's even harder to be constructive and also 
to question the government.., it was certain things in there, mostly it was the 
development of the national parks, which was a very big . . . the EPA was being 
brought in. I remember debating that. The Environmental Protection Authority 
was being founded. The national parks in the south coast (Fitzgerald and other 
national parks) were being introduced. These were good things but there were 
management issues associated with them. There was a question over the EPA 
of who was running the country, and remembering that these . . . it sounds 
funny now looking back after 30-odd years but this was the beginning of 
regulation in respect to protecting the environment. It needed to be done now, 
but at the time I was saying . . . of course, the government was bringing it in 
and you were in opposition so you were going to say, 'Well, what's going on 
here? Who's running the show now?" Looking back they were probably 
pioneering things that the Labor Party brought in, a little bit like Gough Whitlam 
opened the door to some things that we all take for granted now. It was 
change, and change is always resisted in some regards, especially if you're in 
opposition. You resist it as part of your job or try to make something 
constructive... 

RC I believe (if I recollect) you found yourself sympathising with the 
government's point on one point of view. I believe you crossed the floor on one 
occasion. 

REID Yes I did, and that was really because of the looseness of the 
arrangements between the Whips of both parties and it was the Snowy 
Mountains enabling bill, which I think the whole of Australia had high respect for 
and the government had brought in there . . . I forget the actual terminology of 
the bill but it would enable Western Australia to draw on the expertise of the 
Snowy Mountains. I thought it was a great idea, but it was being opposed 
probably for the sake of opposing's sake, and there was no arrangements 
made between the Whips and so when the . . . I think it was Sir Charles Court 
who was leading the debate and somebody called out "divide". As a new boy, I 
sort of said to our whip, "What are we doing?" and he said, "Oh well, there's no 
arrangements made. You can vote how you want to." So myself and Matt 
Stephens, who were the only two new members of the Country Party, we went 
over and voted with the opposition, much to the alarm of course [chuckles] of 
established traditional members. 

RC Yes, I was going to ask you what was the reaction to your action? 

REID Well none from members of the Country Party, but you could tell 
that Sir Charles Court hadn't just won lotto afterwards anyway. Sir David 
Brand, or David Brand at the time, said, "Why don't we have a cup of tea 
together?" So a little later on that evening in the dining room he took a fatherly 
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hand and had a cup of tea with us and very gently talked about how we needed 
to get our act together, and we put our case. We'd sorted it out there that in 
future the Whips needed to do their job a bit better because we were told that 
we had a free vote, so we were exercising commonsense. It was a minor 
tension, I suppose, and I don't think that Sir Charles really enjoyed it too much 
but that's politics and it goes on all the time. We sort of said, 'Well, if we're not 
in coalition in opposition, we'll back commonsense." It was certainly part of my 
nature or inclination to try and put commonsense into the Parliament anyway. 
It is just a small illustration, Ron, of a little incident I suppose. 

RC Yes, I just recollect you mentioning it before. 

REID Yes, I had. 

RC At this time, David, what parliamentary figures and personalities 
influenced you? 

REID I suppose the Premier at the time, John Tonkin, had been a 
schoolteacher. I think he was in his 70s or 70 years of age. I thought it was 
fascinating to watch him perform after being in opposition for so long. As a 
schoolteacher he'd always drop a new word into the debate, which would send 
even the more learned members of the Liberal and Country Parties off looking 
for a dictionary. It was a little game that he played. Those there that actually 
did know the meaning of it were very quick to reply in a cryptic way to let him 
know that his use of the word wasn't quite in accordance with the Webster's 
International Dictionary [chuckles]. I had a lot of respect for 'Honest John' as 
he was affectionately known. It was good to see his career culminate as 
Premier of the state. 

Sir David Brand; I was there the next day after his defeat. He lost by one seat 
at the '71 election. He took it very personally because he'd felt that he'd let the 
state down and his party. As a new person looking at it I didn't see it that way 
at all. I saw it more in the realistic view there that he'd had 10 or 11 years there 
of government and it was just the nature of people there to want to have a look 
at the other side. He wasn't a victim of poor performance or anything but of the 
term of his office that he'd held. In politics there is that element that still runs 
with us. I think the rank and file in the community there after a while will say, 
"Okay, we'll let the other side have a go and see what they can do." Also, the 
enormous power and driving force of Charles Court as his deputy then . . . he's 
not an easy man to listen to to speak. I'd much rather listen to Dave Brand, 
even John Tonkin. Charles Court had so much detail and knowledge and focus 
that I feel privileged for being there when those personalities were there. 

RC On a personal note, David, how many of your parliamentary 
duties affected your family life? Can you recall that at all? 

REID Oh, yes I certainly can. Badly. The thing is that it's not like an 
ordinary job where you knock off at a certain time. The phone rings day and 
night and you don't have weekends. To this day I think that hardest thing for a 
politician is to be on call on Saturday and Sunday, the family time. I think my 
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family then resented that that I was on on weekends and things; that my first 
priority had to be to the electors. I think that was all very hard. I can remember 
always on Monday morning I'd drop the children off at the school bus and then 
be away 'til probably Friday night in Parliament, and looking in the rear-vision 
mirror as I'm driving further away and watching them catch that school bus, I 
would say, "Why am I doing this? I won't see them until the weekend." To this 
day quite clearly . . . I used to watch them in the rear-vision mirror until I went 
over the next hill and they dropped out of sight. After that you start thinking of 
your duties. Once you got to party meetings in the Parliament you got caught 
up in the hype and the pace of life as a politician and you came home to be 
refreshed on the weekend. So they are the personal aspects. Of course, that 
was on the state scene and the federal scene it's so much worse. You're in a 
jolly aeroplane or a VIP room somewhere in Melbourne or Perth waiting for 
connecting flights and you do have to ask yourself is this worth it; the sacrifice 
that you're . . . so I didn't see too much of the children during those periods of 
time. 

RC Just digressing slightly on the same subject, what you just said 
about family life, do you think that with the general public there is an ignorance, 
if you like, about they don't fully appreciate these aspects of being a politician? 

REID Absolutely. They take it as granted that there's somebody that's 
highly paid there that's got support and they're just swanning around. They 
don't realise the difficulties or the things that the politicians as members forgo 
to be a good member, and to be a good member you have to work darn hard. 
It just doesn't happen. You can't ever take your community or your electorate 
for granted, and I think there is a huge ignorance out there to just how hard 
they work. That's reinforced in my earlier comments about the calibre of the 
majority of members of being exceptional people. 

RC Okay, just going on then, David, what were the circumstances 
surrounding your resignation as MLA for Blackwood in October 1972? 

REID Well, it's fairly easy, the seat was abolished under a redistribution 
and I had no opportunity of either winning the seat of Warren, Collie or Vasse, 
and that was the three-way split. I didn't have anywhere to go. Perhaps in the 
upper House I could h ave been prepared to . . . if I had been prepared to I 
could have perhaps contested that seat, but at that point in time the upper 
House members were very much regarded as an old men's club. It was not 
nearly as dynamic as it was in later years or as it is today. I just felt I was far 
too young to be part of that. I suppose, fairly recklessly, because I knew what 
the options were, I sort of felt if that's the case I'd rather not be in Parliament. 
As it turned out, I paid the price. I could have stayed there. I felt confident I 
could have won the seat in the upper House. I didn't really want to do it. The 
other reason was that I'd struck up quite a strong personal friendship with Doug 
Anthony and his wife Margot and got on really well with him, and it was his 
urgings really that prompted me to resign and have a go at Forrest. 

RC Coming up to my next question, I was going to ask why you did 
decide to move into federal politics. So it was Doug Anthony's influence? 
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REID Really, more than anything else, any other single thing. I really 
liked the way he acted. I liked him as a personality and we got on. We 
campaigned and he was nice to be with. He had Peter Nixon and Ian Sinclair 
with him and a number of other wonderful people. I felt comfortable in their 
surroundings, and also probably moved by the thought there that they wanted 
me to be a member too. To be honest, I was flattered by their interest in me as 
a candidate. One door was closed and I thought, well, I'm being urged here, it 
was probably not a wise step to take because I knew there was a huge risk 
because there had been a Country Party member for Forrest, but that had been 
40 years earlier. Edgar Prowse's father had actually represented it, so it was a 
forlorn hope there that we could engender that dormant support that had been 
there and win the seat, which didn't transpire, of course. 

RC I was going to ask why do you think you were not successful in 
winning that seat, and you probably indicated why because there was 40 
years - 

REID That was part of it. The other thing there is that it wasn't possible 
to transport a personal following in an assembly seat into a large federal seat, 
and that's really the single reason. The conservative vote was there, and both 
myself and members in the Liberal Party recognised there that the seat the 
Kirwan's election was only an aberration and was only a short-term thing that 
was there to win. It had to be either a Liberal Party win or a National-Country 
Party win. So I threw my hat in the ring knowing full well that the odds were 
stacked against me, and in politics very seldom do you get a real surprise, but I 
was banking on one I suppose [chuckles]. I had wonderful support in 
Blackwood, and an outstanding percentage vote there, but it wasn't enough to 
cover the other seats. 

RC What happened in Forrest? Who won the seat? 

REID Peter Drummond did for the Liberal Party. So the seat was won 
back from a party-political situation. It seemed to be one of the very few seats 
that went the opposite way. It made headlines actually. Funny things happen 
in politics you know. Probably backtracking on my earlier comments, the day I 
was elected to the state Parliament back in '71 it was there that The West 
Australian published a full picture of my Liberal Party opponent saying, 
"Grandson of Premier elected to seat of Blackwood". Instead of having my 
picture on the front page it had his, which I felt really sorry for because, you 
know, the phones just melted down for several days with congratulations, and 
here he was having to say they got it wrong. I didn't even know because I was 
busy trying to catch up on some of my other business affairs on the farm until I 
came in for lunch. They said, "What's happened? There's a picture of . . . " I 
said, "Oh, their wrong. I've been declared!" It caused a big stir. The West 
Australian never published . . . they put a small apology in but they didn't put a 
picture in and sort of, you know, you gloss over that mistake [chuckles]. I bet 
somebody copped it in the editorial section! 
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RC I'd just like to move on now, David, to your appointment as a 
federal senator for Western Australia in January 1974. Could you just tell me 
what were the circumstances surrounding that appointment? 

REID Well, Senator Edgar Prowse was having failing health and he'd 
had a number of heart attacks. He had been away from Parliament and his 
term was getting towards the end of it, and I think the pressure of the flying and 
things there prompted him to seek an earlier retirement. Having done that it 
was a sort of opportunity there for a part-time vacancy to be declared. As I was 
already the elected Senate candidate for the next election, the Premier of the 
day, John Tonkin, supported that and I was duly appointed to fill a part-time 
vacancy in the Senate in 1974. 

RC When you occupied the position as senator, how did you see the 
difference between the state and federal Parliaments and their operations? 
How did you adjust to that, if you like? 

REID Well there's a huge difference in the scale of the operations. If 
you were a Western Australian member of Parliament in those days you were a 
nobody - literally. You had very few seats. It didn't matter too much. Any of 
your arguments didn't carry the oomph that New South Wales or Victorian 
members had. You were a bit player on a very big stage instead of being 
centre stage in your own state. I think that's the difference that I sort of saw. 

RC So you found difficulty in gaining influence on the federal stage? 

REID Yes, I did. Probably the most controversial part that I had during 
my term there was following the Prime Minister's address in Forrest Place in 
Perth. There was an irate farmer's rally against the government and the Prime 
Minister at that point in time. It was really heated. It was quite scary. 

RC This was Gough? 

REID Yes, against Gough's. I got the transcript of Gough Whitlam's 
speech from Channel Nine. I then sort of wanted to move to censure the Prime 
Minister's behaviour in Forrest Place. I actually read his speech to the Senate 
so that it would be on record, amongst intense anger [laughs] from the Labor 
Party across the benches. I wasn't going to be subdued so I stuck to my task 
and there was uproar and total mayhem there. Yes, it marked probably the 
biggest controversy that I was involved in while I was in the Senate, but I got 
placed on record the Prime Minister, what his words were that inflamed it 
because at that point in time I felt that the media had only portrayed the farming 
sector there as the hoodlums, but it was the address of the Prime Minister there 
that had enraged them. Somebody photographed a beer can or a cool drink 
can flying through the air and they just saw it as a speck and then they blew it 
up and it was ringed there as a missile: "Farmers throw missiles to the Prime 
Minister." 

RC Was it in Forrest Place? 
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REID Yes. So that was part of the anger of the rural sector at that point 
in time. 

RC So you had to read the speech in Parliament? 

REID I really made a speech by reading a speech so that it would be 
recorded in Hansard. That was the objective. I did make some other speeches 
of course too, but that was the one that got the most reaction [laughs]. 

RC Yes that sounds quite an interesting response. 

REID Yes, it was [laughs]. 

RC The next question was about your contribution to Senate debates 
during this limited period that you were in federal politics. What - 

REID Well, I can't remember making any earth-shaking contributions, 
Ron, in that respect, bearing in mind that it was getting increasingly frenetic 
with the DLP, who happened to be sitting right in front of me, the three 
Senators. I think they were the main business. The main controversy or the 
main highlight was me of reading the Prime Minister's speech to the Senate 
and incurring their wrath there for some weeks after that. [There was] a 
marked cooling off in the corridors as you walked up and down after you do one 
of these sorts of things. It was a good learning curve. 

RC I was just wondering what was the objective of you reading out 
Cough Whitlam's speech to the house? 

REID I felt that the media had only sort of got half the recording 
accurately a nd I was i ncensed there that a P rime M mister could h ave come 
over to Western Australia and made comments like this and inflamed the rural 
sector with such anger and got away with it by monitoring the press reporting of 
it. I thought by actually reading his entire speech and having it recorded in 
Hansard it would be there for any historian to sort of see what I thought was an 
irresponsible act to incite the rural sector. 

RC Okay, fine. You said there was some animosity towards you 
actually over the next... 

REID Amongst the senators there. They didn't want to stop and chat to 
me in the corridors, if we can put it mildly, but that sort of thing happens all the 
time so it passed. 

RC I want to ask you now about a specific political affair, if you like, 
during this period. Can you recall the circumstances surrounding the decision 
to block supply in 1974? I'm thinking about the Gair affair here, when Whitlam 
appointed Vince Gair as ambassador to Ireland to try to gain an extra Senate 
seat. Can you remember that particular affair? 
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REID I can very vividly but my dates are a little bit astray, and 
remember that we had two double dissolutions that followed each other. The 
first one, to my recollection, was in response to the coalition or the opposition 
by the coalition to threaten to block supply, and I think Whitlam took the 
initiative and read the tea leaves and thought that he still had the Australian 
community support and went to a double dissolution before that did occur. 
Now Vince Gair and the DLP were still there at that point in time. The events 
that followed after that with Vince's appointment to the Holy See as the 
Australian ambassador happened and then the replacement from Queensland 
(the replacement to give numbers in the majority of senate) to me happened in 
the second dissolution. I was caught in between the two. I was there to fill a 
casual vacancy and then a double dissolution was called because of the acts 
that had triggered the proprietary to calling it, and then I was not successful in 
getting re-election because I had taken second place to Senator Tom Drake-
Brockman. The next double dissolution occurred again following that, and that 
was a point then I didn't even contest that because Tom Drake-Brockman was 
fighting for his political career also because the vote for the Country Party had 
diminished so markedly in those intervening years. 

RC So in that particular instance, you can't really recollect much 
about... orWhitlam's reaction to... 

REID No, no I can't, but only from what I can remember because I 
wasn't actually there when the second double dissolution was called. It's my 
recollection that most of those other events there occurred following that when 

see when I was there Billy Snedden was the opposition leader. By the time 
we got to the second double dissolution, we were getting a change of 
leadership there and Malcolm Fraser was the opposition leader and it was he 
who negotiated with the Governor General in respect to the sacking of Whitlam 
in those years. I wasn't part of that. 

RC Right, okay. Thank you. 

END OF TAPE TWO SIDE A 
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RC I'd just like to talk now, David, about the Country Party's alliance 
with the Democratic Labor Party, the DLP. What did you consider to have been 
the effect of that alliance on the Country Party's performance in the May 1974 
election? 

REID Well, in a word, catastrophic. It was like a lead balloon. It just 
wasn't going to go anywhere. I suppose you have to look at the reasons for 
why it was put forward first, and that was recognition that the rural recession 
was wreaking havoc within the rural a reas a nd seats were being continually 
shrunk and abolished. There was an attempt by the party there to broaden its 
base and get DLP support, which is mostly from the city. What actually 
happened was that the lay organisations of both parties rejected it. One of the 
main points, I believe Ron, also is that no-one in the bush wanted to see the 
name "country" dropped from the party structure. It was generally poorly 
received. 

RC So what were your own personal views on the formation of the 
alliance? You said it was a bit of a disaster for the election but how do you see 
it personally? 

REID I was bound by the party decision to go along with it but there was 
a lot of intense debate about it before the election and then of course 
afterwards it died on election night; it was all over. In theory, it should have 
worked but in practice it's just one of those things; they're [the Parties were] 
two different animals. 

RC Your federal time on this occasion was fairly short lived, David - 

REID A little bit longer than 20 minutes [laughter]! 

RC How did you feel about having to leave the federal environment, 
and can you explain what were the circumstances of your leaving? 

REID Well it was a double dissolution, you know, which created that. 
So I was there from February until May was about my period, enough then to 
put more pressure on family and travel and difficulties in that respect. But 
having been there and been there at that critical time, looking back now after 
30-odd years I am so glad that I was there because I'm becoming part of the 
history of the Parliament, and the contacts and friendships I made then still are 
retained. I still correspond with some members. I visited Ian Sinclair just a 
year or so ago when I was in Canberra on another meeting. He was the last 
member of the old guard to be there. Bruce Lloyd, I saw him from time to time 
when I was involved with natural resource management. Yes, fun people. I am 
glad I was there at that point in time. It was too short but then so was my stay 
in the state assembly seat, which is really a major regret. I really enjoyed that. 
I really loved working and operating in the home state, as I said before, 
particularly in the south west. I'm a great lover of it. If ever I went down in 
history of answering what was your passion I would say, it was fighting for the 
advancement of the south west. I'd like to be known for that. If anything was to 
be put on my tombstone, I'd like those words because that's where my heart is. 
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That's where my energies have been. I love the people. I like the way that 
they address their problems and their challenges, and I think we've got so 
much to fight for, not fight, but to "work" for is a better word. 

RC I'd like to move on now, David, to your period as Country Party 
State President 1974-75. What were the circumstances surrounding your 
election to State President of the Country Party in 1974? 

REID I was probably lobbied or headhunted, if I can describe it that 
way, by members of the lay organisation who could see there that the party 
really needed to shake itself and reorganise itself to engage the future if it was 
going to be a viable political organisation. I was approached on that basis 
there to lead the organisation. Jim Fletcher had been party president for a 
while and it was seen there by the rank and file that they needed a new leader 
or new president. I still had a fair head of steam at that point in time by being 
actively involved in state and federal politics. I knew all the players. I knew 
how the game was played. Yes, so I accepted that, and that was the most 
interesting stage of the party's history too of course, as transpired later. 

RC I'd just like to ask you as well, there was a history of the Country 
Party-National Party written in 1996 by Ron Elphick, who at one point was 
general secretary. I wonder if you could make any comment about Ron 
Elphick's assertion that you were elected mainly to give enough greater media 
exposure and to improve your prospects of regaining the Senate seat? Is that 
correct? 

REID No, I totally reject that. I think that's part of Ron's license as an 
editor to put his own connotation on that. To me that's rubbish, absolute 
rubbish. I think the real reason I was elected was the party needed to revitalise 
itself. It was old-fashioned. It was out of date and it really needed an overhaul 
from top to bottom. 

RC At that time when you were elected, David, how did you see the 
relationship of the state organisation to the parliamentary party when you took 
over? 

REID I didn't see any problems. When I was a state member I didn't 
seem to have any problems working with Jim, who was the State President at 
that point in time. No, that was fairly harmonious. It was generally regarded 
like . . . I think I can sort of fairly say in a generalised way that most 
parliamentarians hate state council meetings of any party [chuckles] because 
they are called to account to perform or do things there that they are not able to 
do and they have to tread that line there to look as if they're working on behalf 
of the lay organisations. As I said earlier, sometimes the lay organisations 
have got extreme expectations there that they want satisfied. It's always a 
difficult job but I didn't have any trouble with the organisation, bearing in mind 
that I wasn't the leader then. I was only just a new member. As you come up 
in ministerial portfolio or in those areas there you have to answer. It gets 
particularly harder for members who have been in ministerial positions there to 
go back and argue for why they did this in the past. Especially in the minor 
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parties [there] is that urging there from the lay organisation: "Show us the 
difference." Of course, if you come out and show the difference, you show 
disunity. There's a fine line there to be progressive. I always maintain there 
that if we'd the intellectual capacity we could show it there with innovation of 
ideas and actions rather than by criticising other people. Show by what you 
can do rather than a carping criticism, and still today I would defend that 
position. 

RC So when you took over as State President, David, where did you 
see the future? How did you think you would change things or which direction 
did you think the party should go at that time? 

REID I was sort of a real supporter [of the fact] that it needed to be 
reorganised from within itself. It needed to get away from a (I don't want this to 
sound d erogatory) C WA-style o rganisation i nto a professional o ne. I think it 
needed to adopt professional guidelines. It needed to have a vision. It needed 
to have a restructure. I introduced a portfolio-type of thing within the lay 
organisation so each party member formed part of a section there to develop 
[ideas] along modern day standards. I think there's a standard practice in 
organisations where members, rather than just turn up with an agenda then 
that went all day, had committee meetings and specialised input. I tried to 
introduce people with academic qualifications like Professor Marlyn Webb to be 
keynote speakers at luncheon break. I had Lang Hancock down at another 
one. These were in our sections between when we went for dinner. We had 
the chairperson of the Red Cross and Country Women's Association. We tried 
to open it up a little bit to try and get those friends within the business sector of 
the Bank of New South Wales, which later became Westpac. We got business 
leaders there to come and talk to the party just to give a thumbnail address on 
issues and finance, and try and sort of get the information and lift the party's 
performance and understanding of the issues for the business reasons and 
things behind some of the things that needed to be addressed. That was 
probably my input that I had as party president, but it wasn't an office that I 
wanted for any length of time, and part of reason for taking it on was that I said 
I'd give it a fly for a year. 

RC Did you encounter much resistance to your style or your vision for 
the future? 

REID No, by and large it was welcomed with open arms. I did the 
traditional things, but I think Ron didn't like it much. 

RC Who was that? 

REID Ron Elphick. Ron and I had a bit of a sorting out because Ron 
had a very difficult task because he'd been President himself for years and then 
he took the [Executive] job. He didn't get used to the idea easily of taking the 
role from being State President down to being just the executive officer, and he 
still really wanted to combine both roles. To me that wasn't the way that 
organisations should operate. So we had a bit of a difference then and he 
withdrew for a few weeks until we sorted that out and came back and decided 
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that we could both continue to work together. With the wisdom of hindsight it 
probably would have been better if he'd gone because the change (he didn't 
last long anyway) had to take place. I haven't got anything personally against 
Ron Elphick, I'd like to make that clear, except that we all had different attitudes 
or ideas of how to build the party and the organisation. 

RC I just know that he did mention in his history here . . . he quotes 
that... 

There was considerable tension between David Reid, Terry McDonnell 
and myself before my position as general secretary was confirmed. We 
established a harmonious working relationship for the remainder of 
Reid's term of office. 

Would you see that as fair enough? 

REID Yes, well, Terry McDonnell and myself versus Ron Elphick. It 
wasn't a three-way split. It was a two-way split, so that needs to be clarified. 
Terry McDonnell had a brilliant mind and I really valued his contributions in 
those fields. 

RC What was Terry's position? 

REID He was my deputy. I think we made a very good team. I was 
probably the moderate with the community understanding and connections. 
Terry had that academic brilliance and a fast computer-like mind and was very 
city oriented. I enjoyed working with Terry and admired his skills. I am sorry 
he's still not with us. It was only a two-way difference. It was Ron Elphick's 
style and the wish of the party. For the remainder of my term there, yes, we got 
on alright. No problems. 

RC Okay, thanks David. Unless you have anything further to say on 
the general period when you took over as State President in 1974-75, I propose 
to move onto the Liberal-Country Party split issue in 1975. Do you have 
anything to say on that? 

REID Just one last point I suppose. At that point in time there was a 
mentality within the party that the crossbenches were the best way of getting 
your way in government rather than being in a coalition. Subsequently, I think 
we got rid of all that, or the party got rid of it later on, but there was still an 
element of support across the members, if you cannot get it by negotiation, 
okay, sit on crossbenches and do it with shotguns at the crossroads. That was 
a mood that was prevalent at that point in time, which I was never ever party of, 
which I never ever supported at any time. 

RC First of all, regarding the Liberal-Country Party split in 1975, what 
factors do you think precipitated the parliamentary party's decision to leave the 
Liberal-Country Party coalition in May 1975? Why do you think that occurred? 
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REID Well, it sounds a bit unkind but the prime reason I believe that 
occurred was the inability of Ray McPharlin to cope with Sir Charles Court at 
that point in time. I think that is the core issue. 

RC Just for the purposes of the interview, Ray McPharlin was the 
leader... 

REID Yes, the parliamentary leader. 

RC Okay, so that was the reason you believe.. 

REID I am sure it was. Ray was a good bloke and a hard-working 
member but I think if we trace back to the early, opening remarks that I made 
there that largely because of a lack of recognition of succession planning, or 
maybe the nature of politics itself, there was no thought about how the party 
was going to operate in the next period of time. So when it came back to the 
election of the leader after Sir Crawford Nalder was defeated and Crawford had 
had his term, and I wouldn't sort of say that it wasn't time, there wasn't an 
obvious person there to takeover. Ray found increasing difficulty of dealing 
with the very strong personality of Charles Court. While I could see the signs 
growing by the month there, the further you got away from Parliament House 
the more confident Ray would get in his addresses. The closer you got to the 
house, the more muted he became, and it was just I suppose a difference of 
personalities and strength of personalities which led really to the split. There 
was only two people virtually with any history up to the elections there that were 
in that position then to take office. They were Ray and Matt Stephens. There 
wasn't any choices. 

RC Once again, Matt Stephens, he was the deputy leader. 

REID Yes, he was the deputy leader. 

RC Apart from personalities, though, I am thinking about incidents. 
What incidents sort of precipitated the split? 

REID It was over the dairy industry, which was rather ironical because 
the National Party didn't have any seats in the dairy industry, but it was over 
the philosophies of marketing really. [That] was more to the point than the 
actual dairy industry. One of the philosophies of the National Party was that 
they would support statutory marketing organisations at the wish of those in the 
industry, and the dairy industry was being challenged by Charles Court and the 
Liberal Party at that point in time were there to break that. This shows that 
finances and self-interest were greater than our political alliance because they 
rebelled [the farmers] and they had tumultuous meetings in the horse and the 
dairying districts there, where the Liberal Party and Charles Court were 
savaged by the actions that he was proposing. Ray was supporting [statutory 
marketing] because that was party policy. That was inflaming the issue, but it 
wasn't the central issue. It was really the earlier one there of Ray McPharlin's 
incapacity to work with the very powerful personality of Charles Court, who 
didn't suffer fools easily. 
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RC That actually brings me on. You've probably answered it, but I 
was going to ask you what did you think of Premier Court's attitude at that 
time? A nd just running on from that, what was h is stance on this p articular 
dairy issue? 

REID Well, I can't recall the details of that accurately, but I think he 
adopted the same attitude that gave him so much success in the north west; 
just press on and do it, go through it. Of course, it didn't do it because it 
wouldn't work down the south west. We didn't have mining acres or millions of 
square miles. We had people there whose livelihoods and things were being 
threatened and who objected to somebody coming in and sort of saying this is 
how it's going to be. The difference was that what would work in the nor' west 
development won't work i n the s mall south-west towns of Western A ustralia. 
Never will. 

RC Before the decision to split, what were your feelings prior to the 
decision? How did you feel about it? 

REID I knew that something was going to break because I could see 
the tension, and I felt enormously sorry for Ray McPharlin because I could see 
that he was under huge pressure for a number of reasons. In regard to the 
actual split itself, I wasn't consulted until after it had happened. I wasn't a 
player leading up to it. I was a player in some other ways there of trying to get 
meetings between Ray McPharlin and Charles Court when Doug Anthony was 
over here because I briefed him on the pressures that were building and sort of 
saying something's going to go here, it can't continue. In that respect I could 
read the tea leaves pretty accurately but I wasn't one of the players. 

RC But you could see it was likely to happen? 

REID Absolutely, yes. It couldn't go on. 

RC Were you supportive of the decision to withdraw from the coalition 
at the time? 

REID After it was made, yes. I thought it was my job to be supportive, 
whether I believed it was the right thing to do or not. 

RC In your position as State President? 

REID Yes, absolutely. 

RC What do you feel is the consensus of opinion of members on this 
issue? 

REID About the split? 

RC Yes, it was the majority in favour or... 
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REID I think there was a sense of bewilderment; "What do we do now? 
You've taken us out of the coalition, what's going to happen now?" No-one had 
really thought it through. I think the members were in stunned disbelief and 
sort of saying, "Well, what happens now?" No-one had applied themselves to 
that at that point in time. 

RC How did you see your role at State President come to [inaudible]? 

REID Initially to support Ray and the two other ministers in their 
withdrawal, because that was the role of the State President to defend the 
parliamentary party. I got stuck into the Liberal Party and particularly the leader 
in respect for the tactics that were employed there in putting the pressure under 
Ray McPharlin. I even went so far as saying publicly there that it would never 
have happened if Dave Brand had still been the leader, which I think is true but 
probably p retty h urtful for C harles Court. So that continued for a while u ntil 
there was obviously no solution. No-one had thought out how they were going 
to operate. They were in a position there of being . . . Matt Stephens is always 

I believe that Matt talked Ray McPharlin into withdrawing (I really do) 
behind the scenes. I've got no proof on that. Matt was always the one there to 
sort of say, "Look, the crossbenches is where the power is. Load your rifle up. 
Don't support anything until you've got your share of it." Negotiation at the 
point of a gun on a crossbench was more his philosophy; it certainly wasn't 
mine. We used to have long debates in our private offices on the different 
alternatives. I could never convince him. I'm to this day convinced that was 
probably Matt there who talked Ray McPharlin into . . . but in all fairness to both 
these gentlemen, you'd need to go back to them and ask them, but that's my 
feeling that's where it came from. 

RC I was going to ask you about the two main characters, if you like, 
in the affair. How do you see the role of the party's leader, Ray McPharlin? 
Do you reckon he was convinced to do this by Matt Stephens? 

REID Yes, that's my feeling. I've got nothing to substantiate that of 
course but I think that he was also driven there that things couldn't probably get 
worse than what they were now. I wasn't privy to the feelings of what Charles 
Court and Des O'Neil (the Leader and the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party) 

how their attitude was to Ray McPharlin and Matt Stephens, but I 
understand that it was pretty icy. So it wasn't an enjoyable place to be, was my 
sort of feeling from comments from the two. 

RC Ray McPharlin and Matt Stephens resigned from the leadership. 
What were your feelings on that? Do you think that was the correct thing to do 
or... 

REID No way [laughs]! I was consulted after the jug had been thrown 
on the floor. I had to put the pieces back together so, no, I thought where's 
your bargaining point virtually from this point. The government of Western 
Australia was being threatened. The coalition was in tatters. You couldn't get 
a much worse scenario. How do you pick yourself up off the floor from that 
position? 
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RC From what you were saying, I get the impression that things 
happened and then you stepped in. Do you feel you were sufficiently consulted 
during this issue on things... 

REID Well yes, except that I knew that strained relationships were 
going there before they withdrew, but I didn't receive any word that the decision 
had been made. I wasn't advised or consulted that they were thinking of 
withdrawing. It was just an announcement that they'd pulled out. They made 
the decision, not me, and I had no part in that. If I had, I would have counselled 
them as hard as I could to sort of find alternatives to get past that, which I had 
been doing for a month preceding that. 

RC What were your views on the appointment of Dick Old to the 
leadership? 

REID Again it was a question of: how do we pick ourselves up from 
this? The Premier had sort of said quite clearly then that he would go back into 
coalition but with two different personalities. It was Charles Court who set the 
terms then. He had the conditions. He said, "If you want to come back in the 
door we will have two new people in thanks, and you can drop the Deputy 
Premier's role." It was a decision that did nothing else but weaken the party 
and start the haemorrhaging. 

RC Why do you think Dick Old was appointed? Why was he 
appointed to the leadership? 

REID Well, it's a question of: who else was in the room who had any 
experience? Dick's an intelligent and capable guy, and was, so he got the job. 

RC Simple as that. 

REID Well I wasn't in the party room. I wasn't there to see the election. 
I understand there that if Hendy Cowan had voted for himself, he would have 
got the numbers but I've never seen that. I've never heard it refuted either. It 
was a parliamentary party decision who their leader and the deputy leader 
should be, so it turned out to be Dick Old. I wasn't involved with that. The 
parliamentary party made those decisions. I'd have to sort of say there that I 
thought that the troubles were largely over when they came up and announced 
that Dick Old was the leader and Peter Jones was the deputy. Peter was a 
surprise. No-one expected him to get a job, but they turned out to be both very 
capable politicians and effective. You need to be capable and effective, so I 
have to give them their due. 

END OF TAPE TWO SIDE B 



TAPE THREE SIDE A REID 34 

RC David, just continuing on, we were talking about Dick Old 
becoming leader of the Country Party. I'm just wanting to get your 
observations on the comparison in styles between Dick Old as leader and his 
predecessor, Ray McPharlin. 

REID There is quite a big difference, of course, because Ray was a 
great sportsman, footballer and a farmer, and Dick Old was a businessman. I 
can remember Dick after being elected as Minister for Agriculture making a 
statement pointing that fact out . . . that he wasn't from the land . . . he was 
associated with it through his business . . . but by him quoting and saying "I'm 
not of their ilk". That probably is the big difference. He was capable as a 
minister. He performed the task well and he didn't rock the boat [with the 
Liberal Party]. 

RC Do you think that was an important point? You just said that he 
didn't rock the boat. Was that a factor? 

REID Well when the boat had just been tipped upside down it was a 
pretty big factor. 

RC In other words they needed stability. 

REID Well Dick wasn't going to rock the boat. He'd gotten in by default. 
He'd gotten himself into a very high position in government, so he'd have been 
a fool if he'd jeopardised that politically. I'm not saying it was good for the 
Country Party members who were hoping for change or whatever. They might 
have been expecting him to perform, and they might have been a bit 
disappointed, but from a political move stability in the coalition resumed. 

RC Right. Thank you. At the time of the split, before it was decided 
to re-enter the coalition, the Premier of Queensland, Joh Bjelke-Petersen, and 
Doug Anthony, the federal Leader of the National Country Party, came over to 
Western Australia. Why do you think there was this what seemed to me to be a 
very quick intervention from the eastern States? Why was there an attempt to 
heal the rift between the Country Party and the Liberal Party? 

REID Well to me they were . . . I regarded them as seasoned 
professional politicians. Looking at the current situation in Western Australia 
the party was bleeding. It was doing more than that. It was haemorrhaging. 
By the day it was getting weaker. My interpretation of their interest over here 
was to salvage the party before it selfdestructed . . . as simple as that. I think if 
it were to happen again today in any State you would see the federal members 
rallying to offer support. I didn't have any problem with them coming, because 
we needed a solution to this problem. It was not a problem. It was a crisis. 
We needed a solution as quickly as we possibly could to resolve the issue. 

RC I'm just thinking bearing in mind the timing of it (it was in May 
1975) and considering what was happening on the national scene (the federal 
scene) with the Whitlam government, what impact do you think this had on the 
eastern States people coming over? 
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REID I think it's all part of the bigger picture. They were looking at 
trying to sort of heal a rift that had occurred and there was obviously a political 
interest there to put a difficult position behind them as quickly as possible. I 
think there was general recognition that there wasn't enough intellect within the 
party - in the lay parliamentary party - for them to resolve the issue and survive 
politically on the crossbenches. The crossbenches require an enormous 
workload, a lot of political skills and a lot of intellect. I don't want to be too 
unkind to these people, but it wasn't there to match what the Liberal Party was 
offering. If you're going to be on the crossbenches and be constructive you 
have to be as good as or quite a lot better than the government ministers of the 
day. The bit that changed me around there, that wasn't evident. They couldn't 
have survived. 

RC They would have found themselves isolated, do you think, on the 
crossbenches? 

REID They wouldn't have had the horsepower. They wouldn't have had 
the ability there to make the point. To me it was going back to the days when I 
was just elected when we were in opposition as separate parties to the Liberal 
Party. To try and make your points then constructively in opposition or on the 
crossbenches requires an enormous amount of hard work and endeavour to 
score the points. You just can't . . . you're not offered the same backup. You 
don't get the same profile. It was the reason why I decided that there was no 
option for me. I thought as president of the party I had a role there to provide a 
leadership role in sort of saying "Well, I've changed my mind". Well, I didn't 
change my mind. I changed my stance on the . . . I suppose you could call it 
changing your mind, but I changed my stance from supporting their withdrawal 
from the coalition, which they'd already done and announced, to saying 
"There's only one way out of this and that's to go back in, and what are the best 
terms that you can bargain for". 

RC How did you come to that change? 

REID Well with the evidence of their performance after the withdrawal. 
They had no plan. They had no strategy. They had no idea of how they were 
going to perform. Had they come back and sort of said to the lay organisation 
this is what we want to do and this is how we want to play the game they 
probably would have got the support, but there was no strategy. It was done I 
think on the spur of the moment. That's an assumption that I'm making but 
that's how I see it. 

RC Just going on from what you've said, David (I'm just trying to cut 
to what's going to come later) in Elphick's history he offers some criticism of 
your changing your position and says that it was seen by some state 
councillors as "swaying in the breeze". Have you got any comments on that? 

REID Well I think it is . . . part of a politician's responsibility is to have 
the ability to change his mind. I think that if a stance is wrong and it's obvious 
it's not going to work it seems to me that it would be better to me to swallow my 
pride and say "I think you'd better go back in there". I wasn't the one that called 



TAPE THREE SIDE A REID 36 

them out. If I'd called them out and then changed my mind I would have felt 
like a fool, but someone else had created it and put me in that position, which I 
initially supported as my duty as a president, but after a week or so in no-
man's-land it was quite obvious that no-one had the ability there to sort 
themselves out without rejoining the coalition. The best option would have 
been to go back on the best terms they could achieve. This was supported by 
a majority. It was certainly the advice that we had from the eastern States 
parliamentarians. I haven't got any problem about this eastern States 
influence. It is a bit like the parliamentary party. What goes on in that room is 
their business. What goes on in our state council is our business. We can 
listen to advice from others. They weren't voting members, they had no vote in 
that, butthe powerofthe argument made sense to me and byt hat time I'd 
already come to the conclusion there that both Ray and Matt couldn't have 
gone back in (you know; they were the ones who'd resigned) so we had to 
have a new leader and deputy leader, and I think that's the bit that hurt 
McPharlin and Matt more than anything else. 

They took the party out without even thinking about what are we going to do 
next. They weren't going to go back in, and the Premier of the day sort of said 
"Well, we've had those two. We'll try another two" It was always going to 
happen that way. If I'd been in his position I probably would have done exactly 
the same. So where's the surprise? Where's the drama? Those sorts of 
events occur 1 0 times out of 10 I'd say. I believe in respect to me a ctually 
criticising the Liberals or attacking Charles Court for creating the situation to 
telling the party that a better consideration was to reconsider their situation was 
purely on the fact that there was no other viable alternative to the party for 
them. They didn't have the intellectual capacity there to stay and survive on 
the crossbenches in the Parliament. 

RC I don't want to dwell on this, but the visit of the eastern States' 
deputation, if you like, how was this perceived by country party members? 
Was this perceived as external interference, if you like, or what? 

REID By the ones like Ron that wrote the book it was, and by others 
there it was, but largely it was seen by most of the responsible members as 
helpful by a majority of the lay organisation as wanting to help, and by 
members of the parliamentary party too. We had a crisis on our hands that the 
party was weakening by the day, the bleeding had turned into a haemorrhage, 
and if it had gone on much longer it would have been the demise of the 
organisation. Something needed to happen, and the only thing that could 
happen or did happen was that an olive branch was offered by the then 
Premier to go back on these terms. It actually led to the electoral defeat of both 
Dick Old and Peter Jones subsequently, but that's another story. The one that 
we're playing out now is things that had to be addressed. There wasn't anyone 
else there that had anything like the experience or had been in Parliament long 
enough to - the party had been decimated by the last election, and the 
members of the Legislative Assembly were down to a mere handful. 

RC Elphick mentions in his book the involvement of Lang Hancock 
during this period. Can you recall any involvement by Mr Hancock? 
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REID Yes. He was involved. There's no doubt about that. He was also 
a financial contributor to the party, as he was to every other party. He made 
donations to the federal party, in my presence with Doug Anthony one day at 
the airport, but it was made quite clear to him that that was a donation that was 
accepted on a no strings attached basis. There was no underhand deals with 
Lang Hancock but at the time of the . . . when the vote came to either stay out 
or go back in, which was the biggest vote the party took while I was in office, he 
managed to get through to me on a telephone in the party room, so he must 
have had some very good contacts somewhere, or an insider job somewhere to 
talk to him, where he offered financial support, almost unlimited, to the party to 
stay out. 

RC To stay out? 

REID To stay out, and I thanked him for that, but I made no report of 
that to the members. That wasn't a game that the party was ever going to be 
involved in or be a slave to a single individual or business. 

RC Just out of interest, why do you think he did that? What was 
Hancock's motive to do this? 

REID Well I would have thought, without him stating it, that he would 
have had a political mouthpiece which he would have owned and been able to 
direct. No political party can survive on those things, so it was never conveyed. 
It was conveyed to the party afterwards, but not before the vote was taken. So 
there was nothing secretive about that. I think it's in Ron Elphick's book (I'm 
not sure whether it is) or it might have been a contribution that I made to Ron's 
book. 

RC There is a section in Elphick's book about Lang Hancock in which 
he says that he offered unlimited finance to the party if it would stay out of 
government. 

REID That was only a verbal thing, Ron [Chapman], to me. That was 
never written. That was made to me in a telephone call. I had a lot of respect 
for Lang. He'd taken myself and Ray McPharlin on a flight to one of his 
projects up in the Karijini, up at Wittenoom. He actually flew us down this 
downhill railway line that he had planned and where the port was going to be. 
To this day I think it's something that Western Australia is the poorer for that he 
didn't get. I know that the family still to this day are striving for their own 
project, which I believe we should have had family a stake in one of these huge 
multinational ventures. I think we've missed an opportunity, or maybe Hancock 
isn't too late and maybe his daughter now will be able to get one but I think we 
missed an opportunity of getting a project there as a local partner. 

RC Just reading this again, Elphick is suggesting here that Lang 
Hancock made the offer basically because he didn't get on with the Premier, or 
he had a problem with some of the Premier's policies at the time. Would you 
say that's a fair comment? 
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REID I think that's probably right. Well I can't validate that, but it was 
quite obvious by reading the newspapers that he was fighting with the Labor 
Party and the Liberal Party. We just became another Party and he knew Ray 
McPharlin well and he knew me. He'd had associations with the party and he'd 
been a donor to the National Party. I think it was a natural progression there of 
trying to influence the political debate and decision making in one form or 
another. I don't see anything sinister in that at all, otherwise I wouldn't have 
been so free to make those comments. 

RC Just talking now about the decision at the end of May 1975 to re-
enter the coalition. How influential do you think were the external forces 
outside WA in bringing about that decision? 

REID They had a role to play, but as I mentioned earlier I was glad they 
were there, and I was the state president at the time. I thought that they put a 
dimension, a proper political dimension into the debate. They addressed the 
lay organisation. I think they had meetings with the parliamentary party. I can't 
recall that now, it was a fair while ago, but I certainly do recall them coming to 
the lay organisation, which I was chairing at the time, and talking and putting 
forward p lausible strategies of what might be o pen to the state party. T hey 
were supportive. They were trying to build a future (rather than one which was 
shrinking or melting by the day) for the party. I thought if they hadn't shown up 
it would have been totally irresponsible of the federal leadership or for the 
national organisation if they hadn't come. 

RC Do you believe, David, that the decision to return to the coalition 
had the broad support of Country Party members in this State? 

REID It would have had the majority support but probably just at that 
point of time, because a lot of them had been disillusioned there was always 
that element of crossbench mentality that if you can't get your say one way, you 
try it on the crossbenches, so there was always that, and here was an 
opportunity and Matt and Ray McPharlin felt that they'd been betrayed, and I 
think they've used those words in the past in different forms. I think there's 
always within an organisation, if it's at the boardroom level, say, that same 
percentage of the split, whatever it is, will transpose itself back into 
shareholders or back into party members, whatever the organisation. I've seen 
it happen so many times, because everyone has a personal following, so 
support is gathered for those stances. I think the party was lucky to survive, 
and it goes to the credit (and the longer-term credit) that the party actually 
survived in spite of its elected representatives in the parliamentary party but 
due to their fierce desire to want a specialised party to represent their interests 
in the Parliament, and that's why it got through this period of crises. There was 
another a few years later of financial crises and mismanagement that the party 
went through in its finances that wrecked it financially. This was wrecking it 
politically (potentially wrecking it politically) but it went through another one later 
because it started investing in grocery stores and things and lost millions. 
RC How do you think the decision affected the membership and level 
of support for the Country Party in Western Australia? 
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REID I think I probably just answered that. 

RC I'm thinking more here of the future (of future support), not 
immediately afterwards. How did it affect your general support at the time, 
because on record there are . . . I think I've mentioned to you before that there 
was a survey carried out about Country Party members and their attitudes after 
which really seemed to be fairly negative. I am just interested in your 
comments on that wish or desire. 

REID Finally when the split came it became two country parties, the 
National Party and the Country Party, and they formed a support basis 
independently of each other, which led them back into bitter confrontations in 
the state Parliament with Hendy leading one and Dick Old leading up the other. 
To me there was a lot of irony there because if Hendy had voted for himself, 
there would have only been one party. The wisdom of afterthought is easy. It 
went through a period there of huge division within the party and of course by 
the split down the middle it split the lay organisation down the middle also and 
that took years to heal. I think it says more, as I said earlier, about the calibre 
of the individual country person's wish and fierce desire to have representation. 
For a while there were two Parties and they were fighting each other, but it got 
back to where there was only one and there was still that desire or that need as 
seen by the majority of country people that there is a specialist role for regional 
representation specialists. 

RC I would like to get your recollections on key players, or key 
figures, if you like, who took part in this particular affair. First of all, how do you 
feel about Sir Charles Court's role in the split? 

REID In the split, or generally? 

RC Just generally. 

REID I've got huge ongoing admiration for Charles Court. That's 
probably the reason I became interested in politics - seeing what he was doing 
and what could be done. That's not diminished by anything that happened 
after that. I admire his capacity for his total focus on his objectives. Nothing 
will deter him if he is determined to press ahead. On the negative side, I think 
he is somewhat intolerant; but in the great washup, he's been a great asset for 
W.A.'s industrial development, without question. He's going to leave his stamp 
on Western Australia probably for evermore within our foreseeable future. He's 
made a huge contribution and you have to admire him and thank him for that. 
Yes - a great man. 

RC Matt Stephens - how do you see his role? 

REID I see it as a lost friendship because we were friends for two years. 
Mall is totally unforgiving as an individual and he's probably too unbending, but 
as a politician he's totally committed. I've thought this over a bit, but I think that 
his weakness is that he has expectations above his own ability. I don't want to 
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say more than that. But as a local member, he was most effective and always 
managed to connect the feedback. He always went back [to his constituents] 
and said, "How'd that go?". He went back. A lot of politicians only grab the 
headlines and just go on. But he would always take up that interest and go 
back. He always did that, and he got a lot of recognition and support for 
behaving that way. 

RC Ray McPharlin? 

REID Ray - blustered! Ray most of the time! (chuckles). I blame Ray, 
not so much for himself, but as a product of a poor secession policy by the 
party. Ray found himself in a position that was more than he could cope with 
under the circumstances. I wouldn't envy being in the same position, but he 
certainly was a decent chap out of his depth in that situation as leader with 
Charles Court in office. 

RC I think you mentioned his style before. You saw that as a bit 
flash. 

REID Yes, I think that's probably fair. His style and Charles Court's 
style were so different. Thinking about it more, Ron, a better way of describing 
it is that his style and probably that of Sir David Brand would have been much 
more workable, but some personalities clash and others are compatible. Both 
might be capable individuals, you know. You see that in business and in 
boardrooms across the nation today. Ziggy Switkowski is one and there are a 
few others around here you could quote. I'm not saying that Ziggy did 
everything right either, but anyone who makes the decisions will come a 
cropper sooner or later. (Chuckles) All of us are fallible in that area. 

RC Richard Old? 

REID Probably put Dick Old and Peter Jones together. They were 
effective politicians, equally so. Peter Jones was most effective. They came 
from business orientated backgrounds, not the traditional farmer ones so to 
speak as the former members, but they were effective. They'd probably opt for 
a peaceful life rather than make a stand on issues - both of them. If the going 
got tough, they'd probably opt for a peaceful life is how I'd describe it. But, you 
know, that's not saying that they weren't effective politicians. 

RC I just want to try another one - Hendy Cowan? 

REID I really admire Hendy. I saw my potential career being almost 
mirrored by Hendy. I liked his pragmatic approach. I worked with him in 
natural resource management. He always gave you a hearing. If you had a 
good idea he'd listen. He'd fight to the last tooth for what he believed in - 

something that I admire, you know, perseverance. There's always an 
alternative. If you look hard enough, you mightn't win the battle, but you'll win 
the skirmish. You know, you'll get halfway there, and I think that's the nature of 
politics. There's never a clear outright winner and you've just got to make the 
best of the opportunities - the art of the possible. Hendy always went for that 
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and I rather liked that style. Even today in the chairmanship roles I have I try to 
use those lessons I've learnt from life experiences and from different leaders. 
Charles Court: straight at it; just wear it down; be undeterred; just keep 
hammering away. Two others there who perhaps didn't have the resources 
behind them but achieved quite significant things but in a different way without 
having to batter the wall down. Hendy had a great career and did great things 
for the State. The last comment I'd like to make in respect of Hendy is that the 
public a re pretty unforgiving. After years of good service he got a very low 
percentage of the vote for the Nationals against the One Nation Party [in the 
House of Representatives election] his being the past Deputy Premier and 
running a campaign in federal politics, obviously people thought he'd had his 
turn or something. I'm just guessing. So your feather duster and roosters are 
all part of the political scene. Take it from a former feather duster, believe me. 

END OF TAPE THREE SIDE A 
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RC How do you think the Coalition's split affected your position as 
President of the Country Party? 

REID Well, it didn't really because I didn't have any further wish to 
proceed as president of the party beyond that year. I'd been talked into going 
back to do a fix of the situation and reinvigorate the party. It was hijacked in a 
way, I suppose, by the split from the coalition. So the party was then split into 
two. I thought the party probably needed a fresh face to restart it. As it 
happened, before it actually happened, it went back to the future because it re-
elected J im F letcher as the p resident, but that was o nly a n i nterim m easure 
before the National Party and the Country Party actually split into two separate 
organisations. That was the end of my party-political involvement at that period 
of time when I ceased to stand for presidency. I haven't been involved with the 
party since. 

RC On reflection, what do you think was the effect of the split on the 
Country Party's relationship with the Liberal Party? Did that relationship 
change at all as a result of the split? 

REID Well, it did for a while, but it was a much weaker voice in 
Parliament. As I was saying, Dick and Peter were preferring a more peaceful 
life and they eventually joined the Liberal Party while being elected by Country 
Party constituency and were both defeated at the next election. So, it really 
was the egg-thing cycle of their political careers too in the end. 

RC By weak, of course, you mean that it was no longer the apathy of 
[inaudible] on offer. 

REID That's right; it went back in a weaker position than it was in. It 
lost ground. 

RC Why did you decide to resign from the Country Party in 1978? 

REID I didn't have much elsewhere to go, really, at that time. Peter and 
Dick had joined the Liberal Party at that point in time. Matt Stephens was still 
with the National Party, and I wasn't drawn to that side of the party fence. I 
found then that the only way to go back to becoming part of the political scene 
was to join the Liberal Party. In the four years when I wasn't active, I still felt a 
need to be part of the political process but I found myself in no-man's land. 

RC You were a member of the Liberal Party between 1984 and '87. 
What prompted you to join the Liberal Party? 

REID Mainly for those earlier reasons. I wanted to be part of the 
political process. I didn't continue my membership of the party beyond that 
because I'd become involved with Natural Resource Management and I was 
wanting to deal with all political parties on an apolitical basis. I'm still a political 
animal. I still watch and talk and give advice, but nobody listens. (Chuckles). 
Once bitten by the bug, you don't lose it, but I've resisted all attempts by both 
parties here to help or become involved. I offer advice to members of 
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Parliament but I'm not drawn now to hanging out or being active party 
politically. That has really paid off in the 15 years I've been involved in Natural 
Resource Management because I've made it quite clear that I'm not carrying 
any agendas. I've had a very successful term working with Nick Griffiths, 
particularly Judy Edwards in the Department of Environment. Regular 
meetings have been most helpful. Likewise with the previous Government 
working with Hendy and, to a lesser extent, Monty. Hendy was great to work 
for and we had a lot of projects and schemes going to benefit the issues that 
we were supporting. 

RC The reason I asked what prompted you to join the Liberal Party 
was because earlier you explained the differences that you saw between the 
Country Party and the Liberal Party, so I wondered why you decided to go with 
the Liberal Party. If you had such an affinity with the Country Party before, why 
you. 

REID Well, I probably haven't changed my beliefs. If I was still 
politically active and was in the Liberal Party I'd be still pushing those same 
arguments that I had. I haven't changed that way. My political priorities are still 
the same; it's just the format of which vehicle you're promoting those from - 

probably on the far right or the far left of the Liberal Party. I don't know quite 
where I'd be if I was in there. But I haven't attended any state conferences of 
either party since I was obliged to as a sitting member going to the state 
conferences of the National Party or the Country Party, but I've never been to a 
state conference of the Liberal Party and neither do I wish to go. I have helped 
the local members here with advice, and a couple of times the local member. 
He owes me a debt of gratitude for getting him elected purely because of 
political advice on how his campaign was falling off the track. So I'm interested 
politically but I'm still supporting the best man for the job from the two parties. 
I'm not party politically aligned. 

RC A final general question on the coalition's split on your views on 
the overall affair: what do you see as the significance of the coalition's split for 
the Country Party at the time? How did it affect the dynamics, if you like, of the 
Country Party? 

REID They went out in support of a principle that the Country Party 
supports and that is statutory marketing boards. The real pressures were 
leading up to personalities or styles of leadership, which is probably a more 
appropriate term to use. The style of leadership of Charles Court and Ray 
McPharlin were not compatible. That's probably how I prefer to describe it. So 
the pressures were building there all the time and then the Country Party chose 
the dairy issue as a principle that it was not negotiable on. It didn't garnish 
them one vote politically because there were other members in those seats. 
After a stormy meeting in the south west the Premier then retired to Perth and 
just dropped the provision that he was submitting. It went away. The next day 
itwas gone. Bythat time the Country Party had gone out on a principle to 
support that had no votes in it, then found themselves in no-man's land. Where 
were they going to go from there? There was no plan B in their strategies or 
plan to withdraw. They did it on the spur of the moment without plan B in 
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operation. As a result of that the party, which I was involved in, had to mount a 
rescue operation. The best way to do that was to pick up the bits and stick 
them back together with some new faces on them and put them back into 
coalition. There wasn't really a feasible alternative there for the party to survive 
politically. It didn't have the intellect or resources - capacity is probably a better 
word to use - to be able to survive and prosper. Have a look at the other small 
parties that try to survive. They make it for a little while but sooner or later, 
unless they're very, very capable, they fade away because they're not relevant. 
You have to have relevance in the political game. If you're not relevant, you 
haven't got a role. Why vote for you? 

RC Thanks very much David. Is there anything further you want to 
say on a particular issue? 

REID No, I don't think so. 

RC [Inaudible.] 

REID Most of my friends are members of the Liberal Party who I grew 
up with and went to school with. They came to my 70th  birthday party; even the 
member that I defeated in 1971 turned up, so there's no animosity in that field. 
It's water under the bridge. There never was really any bad feeling. There's no 
room for that in politics, I don't think because you build impediments. The end 
objective has to be for a better quality of life and a better thing that we're all 
working for. How you achieve that, whichever flag you're waving, doesn't really 
matter as long as you get there. That's always been my objective. 

RC I'd like to finally move on to your life outside politics. From what 
you've said, you're not really outside politics. 

REID No. 

RC Moving on from them id seventies to later. What influence did 
your parliamentary experience exert on your future career after you left 
Parliament? 

REID Well, I guess it's pretty hard to sometimes. I've done everything 
back to front I suppose. After all the state and federal politics I came back and 
got elected to council and, ultimately, as Shire President, which is normally the 
stepping stone to a political career, so perhaps I'm a bit dyslexic. However, I 
did find that those life experiences in state and federal politics were very good 
at helping me in the much smaller theatre of local government. I took over the 
Bridgetown-Greenbushes shire when the community was in absolute outrage at 
the previous council. It had debts piled up; it wasn't listening to the people who 
were presenting petitions about rubbish tips, the main street and recreation 
centres, signed by 600 and 800 people. I think that the lessons that I learnt in 
state and federal politics, togetherwith probably some new councillors there 
that, we ended up after a few years with all those issues resolved and winning 
the confidence back of the people. I'm a great believer of working with the 
community to achieve objectives and probably working with the intellectual 
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capacity of those communities. I have yet to find anyone who hasn't got one 
small part of a jigsaw towards a solution of the problem you're working on. If 
you're a good listener - if you handle it right, you'll win that piece from the most 
timid person and it'll fit into make a much better product and that's enormously 
satisfying. I've tried to use that type of philosophy in the Blackwood Basin 
Group of which I was the founding chair and the South West Catchment 
Council of which I was also founding chair and I am currently Chair of the 
Busselton Water Board and other activities use the same principle: listen and 
try and get constructive contributions into building a better decision process. A 
wonderful teamwork and ownership benefits flow out of that. 

RC In 1999 you undertook a Churchill Fellowship study tour. How 
valuable do you see that experience, and what did you get from it? 

REID I think it's probably one of the highlights of my career because I 
went to so many wonderfully capable people from four countries in the Northern 
Hemisphere. I was looking at the drivers for sustainable management of 
catchment resources, which is very much the in thing in today's society. 
Everything has to be sustainable. I was received at universities and I went to a 
broad spectrum of sources for information and I found that the universities were 
one of the best places to go because they were the people that were planning 
and thinking ahead without any lead in their saddlebags. They weren't tied to a 
bureaucracy that had to state the dogma of a set line. They spoke from their 
hearts; they were looking ahead. I learnt a lot from that and I have ploughed 
that back into Natural Resource Management in Western Australia and into 
farmer groups and things that are involved with sustainable management 
challenges in Western Australia because we've got the biggest challenges of 
any country that I've seen to farm sustainably with our fragile soil types and our 
problems with water quality. That was a wonderful experience for three months 
and I'm still drawing on those notes and the experiences. 

RC Since leaving Parliament, David, what do you consider to have 
been your most satisfying achievement? 

REID I've got a number of them: first of all, my term in local 
government, especially as president. I found that rewarding. There's no better 
spot to work for your community than in your home town. We did a lot of good 
things there. We built a new office block very cheaply and we got the 
community o n s ide and we got a b it of the local h istory established. It was 
really the cream on the cake of my career to come back with the benefit of life 
experiences to have that opportunity. I was lucky to get. 

RC This was in Bridgetown? 

REID Yes, the B ridgetown-G reen bushes Shire. Leading from that, 
because one door always leads into another, I've found, I had a foundation role 
in the chairmanship of the Blackwood Basin Group, which I chaired for nine 
years. That grew out of a local government motion and myself as president of 
the shire purely because someone at council one day moved, "What're we 
going to do about the river?" You, know - a question like that. . . The easiest 
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thing was to write a letter to the Government and say, "What do you want to do 
about the river?" We said instead, "Hang on; it's our river; let us do something 
about it." That was part of the philosophy and the other members said, "Okay, 
let us see what we can do." So we had a conference in Bridgetown. Two 
hundred and seventy people came from the top of the Blackwood to the 
bottom. As a result of that the BBG was formed. I was invited to be the interim 
chairman. I was the interim chairman for nine years. That led then to the 
formation of the South West Catchment Council, bearing in mind that the 
Blackwood Basin Group was only one catchment. The South West Catchment 
Council is six catchments going from the south of Armadale right down to 
Walpole. We formed that. I was the foundation member and the foundation 
chairman of that. That brought us into negotiation with state members of 
Parliament and the federal for salinity grants. We got a number of large 
amounts of grants - millions  of dollars were pumped into the region through 
schemes that we developed. So that was satisfying. 

You mentioned the Churchill Fellowship, which was since I left Parliament. I've 
always had an ongoing involvement in water management and was part of the 
rural water committee of the W.A. Water Authority for a number of years. I'm 
now chair of the Western Australian Flood Plain Management Council and 
that's looking at the challenge of mitigation floods throughout affected shires in 
Western Australia; I am also c hair of B usselton Water, which is something I 
really enjoy. It's another thing that has to be sustainably managed. We've got 
a population here that swells to 70,000 in summer and we've got growth 
problems and restructuring problems. The same sort of things we have in all 
these other things that keep growing and need to be managed and I'm on the 
Yarragadee expert panel of the Premier's expert panel for the Yarragadee and I 
have membership of the Whicher Range water management committee, which 
is another local committee which is managing surface and groundwater 
extraction in the Whicher range, which is covering four shires in this area. 

Those are the areas that I've been involved in since residing here in Busselton 
for the last 12 years. I really enjoy those and feel that I can make a 
contribution. 

RC Okay, thanks. We're just reaching the end of the interview here - 
or I have. Is there anything further you want to comment on? 

REID There probably will be, but that'll be tomorrow (Laughs). No, Ron. 
I went through them and made some notes and things to remind me, but I think 
that I've been given a very good hearing. I'm pleased and flattered to be 
invited to make this. Thanks to you and also to David Black. I've always 
admired and followed his career as a commentator because I like his ability to 
look things on a level playing ground. That's always been one of my things. I 
always try and be politically impartial in drawing judgments on people. I think if 
you do that first and then have a look at what colours they're wearing 
afterwards is probably a good way to go. 

RC: I'd like to conclude the interview by once again saying thanks very 
much for your time. 
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REID It's been my pleasure. 

End of Interview 


