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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY
Motion
Resumed from 13 May on the following motion moved by Hon Pierre Yang —
That the following address be presented to His Excellency the Honourable Kim Beazley,
Companion of the Order of Australia, Governor in and over the state of Western Australia
and its dependencies in the Commonwealth of Australia —
May it please Your Excellency: We, the members of the Legislative Council of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our most gracious sovereign and thank Your Excellency for the speech
you have been pleased to deliver to Parliament.
HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [5.03 pm]: It is important to me that the first words
I utter in this place are to acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which this place
stands, the Whadjuk people of the proud Noongar nation. I pay my respects to their elders past,
present and emerging. This land is Whadjuk boodja—always was and always will be.
I shared a flight to Canberra with the Governor nearly 15 years ago. We sat, just the two of us,
at a table on the government jet. It was an incredible conversation. Then later that year, I was
dropping something off at his office at Parliament House in Canberra and I asked him a simple
question about his time in politics. He gave me 45 minutes of uninterrupted time, and it is
a conversation I have never forgotten. His advice, wisdom and reflection gave me, as a younger
staffer, an incredible insight into an incredible life. This was prior to his diplomatic career. He
is not just an outstanding Governor; he is an outstanding human, and it is with great pleasure
that I commence my remarks in the Address-in-Reply to His Excellency’s speech.
President, allow me to congratulate you on your position. As a good friend and colleague in the
great Australian Labor Party for some time, I know your position as President is indeed well
deserved and I look forward to serving in your chamber. Let me also acknowledge someone
I have known for a very long time and for whom I have immense respect: Hon Kate Doust.
She was the first woman to preside over this place and has been an incredible contributor to
Western Australia for many, many years. It is a truly humbling experience to be not only in this
place, but also alongside some incredible individuals on both sides of this chamber. I will
probably repeat myself a bit during this speech, but it is an immense honour to stand in this
place alongside many people who I have called friends and have known for many years—some
very good friends of mine.
MY JOURNEY
I joined the Labor Party as a 19-year-old in 1993. Given that I was the product of a western
suburbs upbringing and a private school education, this was a little curious to some who knew
me. I was working at the time as a casual at Brownes Dairy, which was over in North Perth, and
I had the life-changing fortune to meet a man who a few members here may remember—certainly
Hon Sue Ellery would—the late Stan Hardy. On that same evening in 1993, Stan signed me up
to both the missos and the Mt Hawthorn branch of the Australian Labor Party. Over the ensuing
few years, conversations with Stan shaped both my thinking and my sense of how this world
should be. Following these interactions with Stan, something I have looked for all my life,
through all my experiences, is what I can take out of this occasion—this moment in time,
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whatever this moment is—to educate myself on how the world should be. This has remained
one of my guiding principles throughout my life. Stan’s intersection with my life later led me
to Hon Chris Evans and formed the basis of my first ever conversation with Carolyn Smith.
These are two people who are also not insignificant in my journey to this place and to whom
I owe a great deal. I will conclude this speech, as is custom, by thanking people, but Stan deserves
a special thank you of his own and up front. Quite simply, if it were not for me meeting
Stan Hardy some 28 years ago, I would not be standing in this place.
I spent the majority of my primary school years in Halls Head but only during the school term.
The second the holidays hit, I was down to Kojaneerup, which is south east of the Stirling Range,
and on the farm, Kareelah. My mother’s family were sheep and wheat farmers and the happiest
days of my childhood were spent miles from anywhere, with my grandparents, uncle and cousins
at Kareelah. In my high school years, we lived in Nedlands, but the farm was still a staple, only
by now we were old enough to be expected to work on the farm. By the age of 19, I had had
the fortune to live on three continents, having spent a year in southern Philippines and a year in
southern Belgium—two cultural changes that were poles apart from each other and completely
unlike Perth. I attended Murdoch University and took far too many years completing what was
eventually a degree in politics and international relations.
I have been fortunate enough to work for a senate leader and federal minister, a state minister
and a Premier, and I have run a successful small business in between those times. I have also,
over the course of my life, earned money as a footy umpire, lawnmower man, storeman and piano
teacher. During my life, I have also been fortunate enough to live in four different countries for
significant enough amounts of time to truly experience and dwell in the different cultures. I am
particularly influenced in my thinking by my time in Belgium and even more so by my time in
Denmark. The Danish sense of the collective when it comes to all aspects of society needs to
be lived to be fully appreciated.
UNION STRENGTH
Mr Deputy President, congratulations to you, too! Earlier I touched briefly on having joined the
missos, now the United Workers Union, at the age of 19. I was a member; however, unlike
some of my colleagues in this place, I never worked for the union. I do not come to this place
with a career as a union official behind me, like some of my esteemed colleagues, and it is very
important, because of this history, for me to say that my belief in and commitment to the union
movement, everything it provides and everything it has achieved over the centuries is as strong
and unwavering as that of any member in this place.
THE LABOR PARTY
I cannot speak further in this place without making reference to and thanking the most
incredible institution I have ever known. No, Hon Darren West, I am not talking about the
Fremantle Dockers! You may be surprised to hear I am talking about the great Australian Labor
Party. It is indeed, as I have said, an honour to be elected to this place, but it is a special privilege
to be standing here today as an elected member of the Australian Labor Party. We in Labor
understand the value of hard work and teamwork, and the value of a cohesive group with
a common goal. No Labor member in this place would disagree. However, something became
evident to me as I was writing this speech. I am sure other members who have been here longer
than me have realised this, but it was only when I contemplated standing in this place as an
elected member that it crystallised for me that it could have been any of my former colleagues,
any of a number of people in the broader Labor team standing in my place, and they would be
just as deserving. Knowing this, as we all do on this side of the chamber, is one of the inherent
strengths of the Labor Party. We—the fortunate few who have the privilege of standing in this
place—do so only because of committed branch members, volunteers, campaigners and
supporters and the legacy of those who have come before us. To paraphrase some words from
one of my friends in the other place, I will always owe the party more than the party owes me.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Before I talk briefly on the policy areas that interest me, there are a number of people in this
chamber I would like to acknowledge; however, I will limit it to just three: “Westy”—Hon Darren
West—such a good friend over the years I have known him; Hon Martin Pritchard, whose advice
I have sought many times on many different things over the years and whose advice has always
been second to none; and Hon Pierre Yang. I still recall the day our friendship was cemented. We
knew each other, but not well. Pierre had decided he was going to run for the Gosnells city council.
He was extremely excited, he had prepared all his flyers and ads, and he asked me to come and
check them for him in case there was anything that needed tweaking. At this point, I had done a few
campaigns before. Deputy President, this was a parliamentarian in the making. His first ever
political campaign was exceptional. He was elected convincingly and we have been great mates
ever since. It is a privilege and it is exciting to sit alongside someone as capable as you, my friend.
It is important to acknowledge those not only on this side but also opposite. We are all equally
elected to this place. I particularly wish to acknowledge Hon Tjorn Sibma, for whom I have
immense respect. Ironically, he is not only in my opinion the hardest working member of his party
during the previous government, but also the last remaining member of his party who is truly
one of its new generation.
LABOR WOMEN
I make a final comment on the members in this place. I cannot give an inaugural speech in this
place on this day without acknowledging and pointing out the amazing number of women who
have once again been elected to this, the forty-first Parliament. Two incredible wins by Labor
has meant two influxes of highly capable women into Parliament. This generation should not
assume that there has been a gradual increase since the election of Edith Cowan some 100 years
ago; this is very much a recent phenomenon. Yesterday, I watched my friend Hon Jackie Jarvis
be sworn in as the 113th woman in state Parliament, and, shortly after her, Hon Sophia Moermond
as the 114th and most recent woman in Parliament. To put into perspective how quickly this has
changed, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, who would normally be sitting in this place but is away on
urgent parliamentary business, was only the twenty-eighth woman sworn in to state Parliament.
It has all happened very recently. The women of the Australian Labor Party are an incredible
bunch. Yes, I am sure that the new members will point out their increased numbers when they
speak; however, ironically, it is sadly often only when men acknowledge the importance of gender
equity in this place and more broadly that other men listen.
As a man, I am immensely proud to be part of the only party that truly recognises the importance
of genuine gender equity. This is a central tenet for Labor but it is also important to me on
a personal level because I have been fortunate to have been influenced in my thinking throughout
my life by a number of very strong and incredible women. My great-grandmother, Ruth Caddy—
we called her “Oopie”—who was still alive when I was in my 20s, was a pioneer. Whenever
I speak about her, I always say that she was the first female pharmacist in Western Australia,
and up until a couple of weeks ago I believed she was the first qualified, but I did some research
as I did not want to mislead Parliament in my very first speech. I checked it out and it appears
she was the second female pharmacist to earn her qualification by just a few months, but she
was the first female pharmacist in this state by some stretch to have her own pharmacy. By
any measure, she was a trailblazing woman. She was a member of the Karrakatta Club, which
incidentally at the time was presided over by another of my great-grandmothers, whom
I unfortunately did not get to meet. Oopie truly benefited from Edith Cowan’s push for women
to enter the professional workforce. Her legacy, Caddy’s Pharmacy, still stood on the corner of
Coghlan Road and Hay Street in Subiaco until 2015, some 117 years after she was born and
nearly 20 years after her death. My great-grandmother was a remarkable woman.
In addition to my great-grandmother on my father’s father’s side, my father’s mother, my
grandmother, Rosalie-Ann Battye, was also a very impressive woman and had a huge influence
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on my life. She was a lecturer at the University of Western Australia when there were very few
women on the academic staff, and she was the granddaughter of James Sykes Battye, who was one
of the founding team for Princess Margaret Hospital for Children, chancellor of the University
of Western Australia, and after whom the J.S. Battye Library of West Australian History was
named. My family has held a deep connection with and commitment to Western Australia over
many generations, and the women in my family have very much been at the forefront.
Other strong female influences over my lifetime include Laurette, who has been like a second
mother to me my entire adult life; Sharyn, who has raised with me the most amazing son anyone
could hope to have and has instilled in him the values that only an incredible mother can; and
Christina, who daily challenged my thinking on all aspects of life and society and what it means to
be a good human. She is one of the most remarkable people, never mind women, I have ever met.
I look at the other side of this chamber, reflecting on what I have just said, and my advice to those
opposite, if I may be so bold in my first speech, is not to be afraid to preselect and promote women.
In a party strongly weighted to men—a “band of brothers”, as we heard in a valedictory speech just
last week—women can only enhance your party, your diversity, and, most of all, your thinking.
NORTH METROPOLITAN REGION
It is customary for members in the other place to outline their connection to their electorate in
their inaugural speech. I remember my great mate David Michael, the member for Balcatta,
who is sitting at the back of the chamber here, waxing lyrical about all things Balcatta and his
connections with it. He talked about the fact that he was born in Balcatta; that his very first day
of school was at Tuart Hill Primary School, if I remember correctly; and about the very first
time he opened the batting for the Tuart Hill Cricket Club. I will not embarrass him by saying
what grade it was! His connection to his electorate is easily as strong as that of any member in
that place. Obviously, the North Metropolitan Region by definition is significantly larger than
the metropolitan lower house seats, and although a quick calculation tells me that I lived about
half of my childhood in the North Metropolitan Region and, other than my time living overseas,
I think most of my adult life in the North Metropolitan Region, the political junkie in me still
thinks of it as just a series of seats, many of them with their own unique personalities. This
got me thinking that in the 13 out of 14 seats held by the Labor Party in the North Metropolitan
Region, we have some outstanding members. I intend to recognise every single one of them in
this place today.
The member for Balcatta I have already mentioned. Now cabinet secretary, he will, no doubt, be
a fantastic minister in the future. The member for Burns Beach is a former police office and fierce
advocate for his electorate. He is never short of ideas for helping his constituents. The member
for Butler; I could go on ad nauseam about the member for Butler, but then I fear I would end up
sounding a bit like him, so I will refrain. He is the man who helped save Western Australia from
Clive Palmer and the man described last year by the Premier as the greatest Attorney General in
the country. The member for Carine is a new, some may say, unexpected member, but a perennial
servant of the party. In fact, his family has served the party for the three decades that I can recall
and no doubt further beyond that. No-one is more deserving. The member for Churchlands is an
outstanding Labor woman with a very impressive career in international logistics and diplomatic
service. The member for Hillarys; there is no finer example I can think of than the member for
Hillarys to illustrate the triumph of the power of hard work over lethargy and apathy.
The member for Joondalup is yet another incredible Labor woman who has taken the most
marginal Labor seat in the state and, through diligence and hard work, has made it very much
her own. The member for Kingsley, at the risk of sounding repetitive—she is a dear friend of
mine—is also one of the hardest working members in that place. She won against the odds in
2017 and, earlier this year, comprehensively stared down one of the most expensive campaigns
ever run in that seat by the other side. The member for Landsdale is a stalwart of WA Labor and
of the WA Labor women’s movement. The member for Nedlands; once again I could go on.
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I grew up in Nedlands, as I have mentioned. It has only ever been a blue seat—until now. She is
already a good friend of mine, albeit a new one. The member for Nedlands will be an outstanding
contributor in the other place. A long-time friend of mine, the member for Perth, is an outstanding
political mind. He is now, deservedly, a member of cabinet and Minister for Local Government—
a portfolio in which I have a keen interest. The member for Scarborough is a FIFO surfy sparky!
It does not get much more Scarborough than that. Finally, I mention the member for Wanneroo,
who has been recognised for her hard work and now finds herself Parliamentary Secretary to
the Premier in just her second term.
Deputy President, the Labor members in the other place who find themselves in the North
Metropolitan Region are a bunch who punch well above their weight. Never before has a Labor
member in this place representing my region been able to list off so many local members, nor
been able to list off such a fine and accomplished group of new and returning members in the
other place.
Political commentators have often made the point, especially when in opposition, that WA Labor
has in modern times formed government only when it wins the northern suburbs. That was the
goal set and, over the last two elections, it has well and truly been achieved. The future does look
bright for the people of the North Metropolitan Region with such a dynamic and hardworking
team in Parliament.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Most new members come to this place with a will and desire to achieve something in their given
areas of interest. Although my main driving force is, and always will be, to simply govern well
and equitably for all Western Australians, there are a couple of areas in which I believe particular
attention needs to be paid. The first is local government, the third tier.
It will come as no surprise to those who know me, but it is my firm belief that the system of local
government in this state is long overdue for a major overhaul. To put it bluntly, the system is
broken and it has been for some time. Nowhere is this more evident than in the North Metropolitan
Region that I now represent. Although I acknowledge that some local governments in my region
are excellent—the Town of Claremont, for example, is a high-functioning and highly functional
council with an outstanding mayor and chief executive officer—unfortunately, this is not always
the case.
Over the last four years we have witnessed the behaviour of certain members of the former City
of Perth council, and of the Town of Cambridge, who genuinely believe they are a law unto
themselves, at the real expense of their ratepayers, and other tragedies that I will not detail in
this place. Finally, just a few months ago, the Mayor of Nedlands—an incredibly competent and
capable woman—stood down as a result of constant pressure, bullying and factionalism from
within her own council and administration. All of this, Deputy President, took place in less than
one-third of the region that I represent in this place. I will say it again: the system is broken.
The frequency at which issues are occurring, the factionalism and the concerning misbehaviour
all contribute to undermining faith in the sector and the good work of those who are genuinely
dedicated and professional staff and elected members.
Deputy President, fortunately for Western Australia, the minister is aware of what is happening
in the sector and what needs to be done. I took great heart on the last sitting day when he said,
in the other place —
We need to be acutely aware that reform is needed in the sector.
…
At the moment, under the Local Government Act, there are very limited opportunities when
there is a dysfunctional council and, unfortunately, an inquiry, under the current provisions,
is usually what occurs, even though a minister may not want to go down that route.
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We need reform that will allow the department to be more proactive and able to intervene earlier
when local government authorities show signs of dysfunction. I do not pretend to have all the
solutions and there is no silver bullet. But I know that it is time the local government sector
looked inwardly and decided itself that enough is enough and took ownership of the problems
and decided to work—even reached out to work—with the state government to improve the
sector for all. With an outstanding new Minister for Local Government, the time will never
be better. We, collectively, as a Parliament have the wherewithal and resources to look at the
local government system in Western Australia and improve it from both a governance and
a delivery perspective.
How much better would it be for all, though, if this were instigated by the sector itself?
VETERANS ISSUES
Veterans Issues is another, probably less contentious, area of interest for me. Some of my colleagues
in this chamber—Hon Tjorn Sibma and Hon Pierre Yang—would be aware of the interest I have
in Veterans Issues in this state and the effort I put in as a ministerial staffer during the last term
of government, with many others, to improving outcomes for veterans in Western Australia.
It does not matter where you go in this world, veterans’ welfare is a difficult and vexed issue.
Our state is fortunate to have incredible people at the helm of our major veterans’ organisations.
They include John McCourt and Peter Aspinall, AM, at RSLWA and Major Viv Blycha and
Shannon Hennessy at Legacy WA who are incredible individuals doing extraordinary things
for our veterans and their families.
I am immensely proud of what the McGowan government achieved in partnership with these
organisations over the last term of government. The new Veteran Central model, housed in
Anzac House in the Perth CBD, leads the nation in design and methodology for delivering services
to our veterans. Veteran Central provides the ultimate one-stop shop for all veterans, whether they
are looking for medical or employment advice or a range of other services. It is a model that
I would love to see rolled out in regional areas as well during this term of government.
Over the past four years, the McGowan government has arguably done more for veterans in
a single term than any other state government since the 1980s. The agenda was pushed fiercely
by Hon Peter Tinley, AM, as Minister for Veterans Issues. Given Hon Tjorn Sibma is in this place,
I also acknowledge his support as the shadow spokesperson. This was a truly bipartisan agenda.
It represented the best of what can be achieved when people across government work together.
To another very important piece of the veterans’ issues puzzle, the Anzac Day Trust, which was
mentioned earlier in this place. The Anzac Day Trust funding, which had languished since the
Court government at just $300 000 per year—in fact, it was significantly less than that for some
time—has now finally been increased to $1.3 million per year. In budgets of billions of dollars
in other areas, this may not seem substantial; however, the trust is the lifeblood for many of the
smaller ex-service organisations, all of which provide incredible services to our veterans, but
many of which, without that support, would struggle to get by. Independent of government in
its awarding of grants, the Anzac Day Trust is critical to the sector. It would be remiss of me
not to acknowledge the chair of the trust, Mr Tony Carter, whose commitment to the functioning
and accountability of the trust over the past five, possibly six, years has been total.
WA LABOR
Deputy President, I have mentioned the great institution of the Labor Party. However, I must
thank the people, the individuals, who directly helped me to arrive in this place. There are so
many people to thank for being part of my journey.
By the means of our election, most people sitting on red leather today are here as a result of their
party and the support that party has from the public. It is healthy, in this context, to remind our
egos of the lack of below-the-line votes each of us received.
Reprinted from Hansard
[6]

Much has been made of WA Labor’s incredible win in March. Analysts, psephologists and
party hacks on all sides have tried to pinpoint both the reason for the win and the reason for the
magnitude of the win. Often the two are erroneously conflated. Some have argued it was simply
the result of external factors that favoured the Labor Party. I genuinely believe it was more the
case that these factors simply focused the minds of the people of Western Australia on the
political leaders of the day. It is my contention that the year 2020 focused Western Australians’
gaze on our leaders like never before, and what the people of Western Australia saw was one
leader and his team working hard every day of the week and another leader and their team not
putting in the time nor the hard yards. The opposition was found out because the spotlight was
on our politicians like never before and the WA public can tell who is working hard and who
has not done their homework. Talking about hard work leads me to the other reason, and that
reason is embodied in every individual who worked in both Labor Party HQ and on campaigns
right across the state.
I ran into a friend of mine who just happens to be a political journalist on the Wednesday before
the election. He asked me what it was like in the last week and suggested that we were simply
coasting. They were perhaps not his exact words; I am paraphrasing somewhat. I looked at him—
he knows that I have been around the party for nearly 30 years—and I said, “Actually, I have
never seen a campaign HQ work as hard as we are. Every person in that operation is working
like we are rank underdogs and fighting for every single vote.” That is the truth, and so my
overwhelming thanks go out to not only Tim Picton and Ellie Whiteaker, but to every single
person who worked in campaign HQ and on every field campaign in the North Metropolitan
Region and to every lower house member in the North Metropolitan Region, who all worked
incredibly hard. Without your hard work, there is no way I would be standing in this place.
THE McGOWAN GOVERNMENT
Equally, I am standing here today because of the hard work and success of the McGowan Labor
government over the past four years. I am proud of my time over the last few years in the
Premier’s office and it would be remiss of me not to personally thank the Premier for both the
opportunity to work in his office and the exceptional way in which he and his cabinet colleagues
have managed the state of Western Australia over the last four years. Indeed, on reflection,
I think I am the only new member in this place who still has the same boss they had six months
ago! His efforts are in no small way a factor in me standing in this place. It is because of this that
I am immensely proud, not just to be a part of the government, but to be part of this particular
Labor government.
I want to reflect a little on what this government has achieved in the last four years. A couple of
minutes ago, I spelled out my genuine belief about the way this global pandemic has focused the
minds of Western Australians on their elected representatives. When people look at this Labor
government, they see a government that has achieved and excelled in delivery across four years
despite the global pandemic.
This government has proudly passed the Western Australian Jobs Bill 2017, guaranteeing more
local content; brought train manufacturing back to WA; delivered one of the biggest improvements
to the state’s work health and safety laws, including industrial manslaughter provisions; reversed
the privatisation of prisons, hospitals and other essential services; cut TAFE fees, introduced free
courses and delivered record investment in TAFE infrastructure; massively increased funding for
mental health, social housing and homelessness while at the same time increasing funding for
domestic violence prevention; and joined the National Disability Insurance Scheme—it seems
that it could be done after all. Moreover, this government has passed laws to expunge historical
homosexual convictions and, just as importantly, apologised for the hurt that had been caused;
passed voluntary assisted dying laws; effectively ended the practice of imprisonment for fine
defaulting and introduced custody notification services for Aboriginal Western Australians. It
was this government that ended the statute of limitations on civil actions for the survivors of
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child sexual abuse. We saved Beeliar wetlands, and I look forward to the Beeliar wetlands bill
being reintroduced into this house. Hon Stephen Dawson, we banned single-use plastic bags and
delivered our container deposit scheme. We secured a better, fairer deal for WA on the GST,
something that other states are already trying to roll back.
We are building Metronet, the single biggest expansion ever to our public transport network,
with nine projects currently under construction.
Alongside all this, we had a program of difficult and necessary reforms in the public interest,
including liquor reform, planning reform, strata reform, local government reform, on-demand
transport reform, energy reform, the creation of Infrastructure WA, public sector reform, payroll
tax cuts and a sensible wages policy and local procurement reform, including the Buy Local 2020
policy. All the while, we got the economy growing again. When I wrote my speech two weeks
ago, we had created more than 70 000 new WA jobs but, in fact, in that couple of weeks it has
gone up to 87 000 new jobs. We have also got the budget back to surplus.
All of this, as I have said before, despite the global pandemic. It is a record that all members on
this side of the house should be proud of, one that sees WA lead the nation and puts it in first
place, a place that is safe, fair and strong.
FAMILY
Mr Deputy President, that is the story behind why I have been elected to this place. But I stand
here the person I am today because of the people closest to me, people mostly outside this
world of politics, some of whom I have mentioned already, but to all of whom I owe so very
much. My parents, David and Kathleen, who are sitting in the gallery, brought me up in a very
Liberal—that is a large L liberal in case anyone is wondering—home to believe in conservative
values. It may not have worked out exactly as they had once envisaged, but I would not be the
person I am today without your love and guidance. I owe you both more than you can possibly
imagine and it means the world to me that you are sitting here today to share this incredible
moment in my life.
I want to quickly acknowledge another family influence on my political thinking, and that is my
maternal grandfather. Eric and I did not agree on much in politics; in fact, it would be fair to say
that until Donald Trump came along, I do not think we had agreed on anything. Because of this,
certainly in my time as an adult, we could not be in each other’s company more than a few minutes
before, as my son Patrick articulated at about the age of seven, he stormed out of the room
and “It was on”. Eric taught me that your beliefs and convictions are one thing, but defending,
explaining and justifying them requires a unique skill set. Eric was an excellent teacher. He was
knowledgeable on almost everything that had happened in Australia and beyond over the past
100 years. He respected that I was never going to agree with him, but in a way that formed the
basis for his great power in influencing me. He never taught me what to think and he never tried
to teach me what to think, but even as I approached 50 years of age and he approached 100, he
never stopped teaching me how to think. Sadly, for our family, Eric died in early 2020 just before
his ninety-seventh birthday. We lost him just before COVID-19 swept across the world, but I am
thoroughly convinced that had he lived another six months, we would have argued about COVID,
too. I am equally convinced that it would have been his unequivocal view that COVID was, in
some way that I will never understand, the fault of the Whitlam Labor government!
Finally, to the mainstays of my life, my son Patrick, and the amazing other half of my life, Penny,
and her incredible kids Nate, George and Bif. You all teach me something every day. I continue
to learn from every interaction we have. You are the reason I do what I do. You inspire me and
you are the people who keep it real.
Patrick, no father could be more proud of his son than I am of you. I know you decided not to do
politics in years 11 and 12 and I struggled with this in silence for about 18 months, but then earlier
this year you joined the WA Labor Party. So you will be pleased to know that I built a bridge
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and I got over it! In all seriousness, you have more connection to this Parliament than anyone
else in the family. You see, your mum’s great uncle Arthur Moir was elected 70 years ago this
year to the other place as the member for Boulder. He was, paradoxically, a wheat farmer at
Bencubbin and also a trade unionist. He served 20 years in the other place, including as Minister
for Mines in Bert Hawke’s government, still considered one of the best governments this state
has ever seen. I love you, son, and that will never change.
Penny, you put up with me or, probably more accurately, without me during the campaign and
I acknowledge that during the time we did get together, I was either tired or irritable or probably
both. You are truly wonderful. You are also one of the strongest women I have ever known.
I am incredibly fortunate to have you as the other half of my life and I could not imagine sharing
my life with a more amazing or compatible person.
Deputy President, once again it is incredibly humbling to be standing in this place. It is also an
incredible honour to serve alongside all of you as my colleagues.
[Applause.]
__________
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