
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 
 

Liquor Control Amendment Bill 2008 
 

OVERVIEW 
 
The Liquor Control Amendment Bill 2008 amends the Liquor Control Act 1988 to: 
 
- Allow juveniles aged 16 or 17 years who have graduated from a prescribed 

training course, to continue employment in a licensed premises; 

- Establish offence provisions: 

1. for a licensee, employee or agent of a licensee selling liquor to a person when 
they should have reasonably suspected that the purchaser of that liquor 
intended to illegally resell the liquor; and 

2. for a person, without the consent of the licensee, taking liquor into a licensed 
stadium;  

- Increase the penalty for the unlawful sale and supply of liquor to include a two-
year imprisonment; and 

- Clarify the protection provisions under section 171 of the Liquor Control Act 1988. 
 

Juveniles Working in Licensed Premises 
 
The Liquor Control Act 1988 provides for students to be employed or engaged in the 
service of liquor provided they are undertaking a prescribed training course. Many 
students, however, complete the course of study when they are still less than 18 
years of age.    
 
Amendments to section 121(11) of the Liquor Control Act 1988 will enable juveniles, 
aged 16 or 17 who have graduated from a prescribed training course, to continue to 
be employed in the service of liquor.  The service of liquor by a juvenile must be 
ancillary to a meal and the work carried on by the juvenile supervised at all times. 
 
The juvenile’s employment must also be approved by the Director of Liquor 
Licensing. 
 
Unlawful Sale and Supply of Liquor 
 
The Bill strengthens the offence provisions relating to the unlawful sale and supply of 
liquor, commonly regarded to as ‘sly grogging’. 
 
The Bill establishes an offence for liquor being sold from licensed premises where 
the seller suspected, or should have reasonably suspected, that the purchaser 
intended to illegally resell the liquor. The offence will apply to licensees, or 
employees or agents of a licensee and carries a maximum penalty of a fine of 
$20,000 and imprisonment for two years. 
 
For consistency, the existing penalty for an offence under section 109(1) (that is, the 
selling of liquor by unlicensed persons) will be increased to include imprisonment for 
two years. 
 
Licensed Stadiums 
 
Currently it is not unlawful to bring liquor into a licensed stadium such as Subiaco 
Oval. However, while licensees of these venues can effectively control and manage 
the sale and supply of liquor authorised under their licence, they cannot control 
consumption by individuals who bring liquor into stadiums and become intoxicated 
and engage in anti-social behaviour.  
 



In order to assist licensees of licensed stadiums in managing these individuals the 
Bill: 

- establishes an offence, for a person without the consent of the licensee, to take 
liquor into a licensed stadium. The penalty for this offence will be $2,000; and  

- authorises the police to seize and immediately dispose of opened and unopened 
containers of liquor in a person’s possession. 

 
A licensed stadium to which this provision will apply will need to be prescribed which 
the circumstances of each licensed stadium will be considered on a case-by-case 
basis. 
 
Clarification of Protection Provisions Under Section 171 
 
Section 171 of the Liquor Control Act 1988 relates to accomplices and evidence and 
provides protection from prosecution for authorised officers and persons acting under 
the instruction of an authorised officer.  
 
The Bill provides that the protection from prosecution provision will also apply to 
authorised officers and persons acting under the instruction of an authorised officer, 
when they have unsuccessfully attempted to purchase liquor in a manner that might 
have otherwise contravened the Act. 
 



LIQUOR CONTROL AMENDMENT BILL 2008 
CLAUSE NOTES 

 
Clause 1: Cites the Liquor Control Amendment Act 2008 as the short title of this Act. 

Clause 2: Specifies that sections 1 and 2 will come into operation the day after it 
receives Royal Assent and that the remainder of the Act on the day after. 

Clause 3: Specifies that the amendments in this Act are to the Liquor Control Act 
1988. 

Clause 4: Amends section 109 of the Act in relation to selling liquor without a 
licence. 
Subclause 1: amends sub-section 109(1) to provide that the penalty for 
selling liquor without a licence is $20,000 and imprisonment for two years. 
Subclause 2: inserts new sub-section 109(3A) to introduce an offence of 
$20,000 and imprisonment for two years for selling liquor to a person, 
where the seller (that is, a licensee, employee or agent) suspects, or 
should have reason to suspect, the person is purchasing the liquor for the 
purposes of selling that liquor without a licence.  

Clause 5: Amends section 110 by inserting new sub-sections 110(3A) and 110(3B). 

Proposed sub-section 110(3A): Introduces an offence for bringing liquor 
into, possessing or comsuming liquor in, a licensed stadium that was not 
purchased in the licensed stadium. A penalty of $2,000 applies. 

Proposed sub-section 110(3B): Defines: 

licensed stadium to be all or part of a licensed premises and provides for 
a licensed stadium to be prescribed for the purposes of section 110(3A);  

public event to be any event, including any game or sport, training 
session, practice, rehearsal, promotional or advertising event, press 
conference, preview or similar activity that is held for public exhibition; and  

spectator to mean a person who enters, or attempts to enter, or is inside 
a licensed stadium. 

Clause 6: Amends section 121(11) of the Liquor Control Act 1988 to enable juveniles 
who have completed a prescribed training course at licensed premises, to 
continue to be employed or engaged in the service of liquor, provided: 
a) the juvenile is or above the age of 16 years;  
b) the service of liquor is ancillary to a meal;  
c) the work carried out by the juvenile is supervised at all times; and 
d) the juvenile’s continued employment or engagement is approved by 

the Director of Liquor Licensing. 

Clause 7: Amends section 155 by allowing police to seize and dispose of liquor in 
possession of a person in a licensed stadium as prescribed by regulation. 
This does not apply to liquor purchased at the stadium. 

Clause 8: Amends section 171(1) by expanding the provision to include attempts to 
purchase or obtain liquor in order to provide an authorised officer or 
person acting on the instruction of an authorised person protection from 
prosecution.  

Clause 9: Amends section 174A to allow for police to seize and dispose of opened 
and unopened liquor without regard for the relevant provisions Criminal 
and Found Property Disposal Act 2006. 

 


